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DISTINGUISHED GUESTS 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
 
 
1. LET ME FIRST BEGIN BY THANKING TAN SRI LIN SEE YAN AND ALL THE OTHER 
MEMBERS OF THE HARVARD CLUB OF MALAYSIA FOR GIVING ME THE HONOUR OF 
ADDRESSING THIS DISTINGUISHED GATHERING. MALAYSIAN GRADUATES OF 
HARVARD ARE NOT ONLY PART OF MALAYSIA’S INTELLECTUAL ELITE, BUT ARE 
ALSO PART OF A SELECT GLOBAL GROUP. MANY AMONG YOU ARE AT THE TOP OF 
YOUR PROFESSION; MANY OF YOU ARE INFLUENTIAL LEADERS AND THINKERS. 
THUS, FOR ME TO SHARE MY THOUGHTS WITH YOU TONIGHT IS A PLEASURE AND A 
PRIVILEGE. 
 
 
2. AFTER GIVING YOUR INVITATION SOME CAREFUL THOUGHT, I DECIDED TO 
SPEAK ON A THEME CLOSE TO MY HEART, WHICH I LOOSELY CALL “THE 
CHALLENGES OF A NATION GROWING UP”. I CHOSE THIS SUBJECT NOT TO SIMPLY 
REFLECT UPON OUR COUNTRY’S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – MANY A WRITER AND 
SPEAKER HAVE ALREADY COVERED THAT SUBJECT. RATHER, I WOULD LIKE TO 
SPEAK ABOUT MALAYSIA AS A NATION “GROWING UP” TO BRING ABOUT A BETTER 
INSIGHT INTO THE FEELINGS, CONCERNS AND ASPIRATIONS PREVAILING TODAY 
IN OUR COUNTRY, AND TO BRING ABOUT A GREATER APPRECIATION OF THE 
NATURE OF THE CHANGES THAT WE ARE GOING THROUGH. 
 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
 
 
3. IT HAS BEEN ONE AND A HALF YEARS SINCE I BECAME PRIME MINISTER AND I 
MUST SAY THAT IT HAS BEEN AN EVENTFUL PREMIERSHIP. WE HAVE HAD A 
GENERAL ELECTION, A PARTY ELECTION, THE SET UP OF A ROYAL COMMISSION, 
THE DECISION TO REVIEW SOME MAJOR GOVERNMENT PROJECTS AND MANY MORE 
EVENTS AT WHICH I SPOKE ON A VARIETY OF SUBJECTS, TO COMMUNICATE MY 
VISION, MY PRIORITIES AND MY PLANS. 
 
 
4. UPON THE ANNIVERSARY OF MY FIRST YEAR AS PRIME MINISTER, I WAS ASKED 
IN AN INTERVIEW, “DATO SERI, WHAT WAS THE MOST DIFFICULT THING YOU HAD 
TO DO IN THE PAST ONE YEAR?”. 
 
 
5. SOME OF YOU HERE MAY REMEMBER MY ANSWER TO THAT QUESTION. FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF THOSE WHO DO NOT REMEMBER, I WILL REPEAT IT A LITTLE LATER. 



NOW HOWEVER, I WOULD LIKE TO ATTRACT YOUR ATTENTION TO THE WORDING 
OF THE QUESTION. I WAS NOT ASKED ABOUT THE MOST DIFFICULT THING I DID, I 
WAS ASKED ABOUT THE MOST DIFFICULT THING I HAD TO DO. 
 
 
6. THE DISTINCTION IS IMPORTANT BECAUSE IT SHOWS AN UNDERSTANDING OF 
THE DIFFICULTIES AND INTRICACIES IN GOVERNING A COUNTRY LIKE MALAYSIA. 
THERE ARE MANY, MANY ELEMENTS TO CONSIDER IN A COUNTRY OF SUCH 
CONTRASTS. FOR EXAMPLE, WE NOT ONLY HAVE MULTI-ETHNIC AND RELIGIOUS 
GROUPINGS, BUT WE ALSO HAVE VARYING LEVELS OF CONSERVATISM AND 
LIBERALISM WITHIN THOSE GROUPINGS. WE HAVE VERY DEVELOPED URBAN 
CENTRES AND ISOLATED RURAL AREAS, WITH POOR AND RICH IN BOTH. WE HAVE 
POCKETS OF EXCELLENCE AND POCKETS OF UNDERPERFORMANCE OR MEDIOCRITY. 
WE HAVE GREAT VISION BUT ALSO RELATIVELY MODEST RESOURCES. GETTING IT 
RIGHT IN A COUNTRY LIKE THIS REQUIRES A FINE SENSE OF BALANCE AND SOME 
VERY HARD DECISIONS. 
 
 
7. SPEAKING AS A POLITICIAN AND PUBLIC SERVANT OF OVER 40 YEARS, I CAN 
CONFIDENTLY SAY TO YOU LADIES AND GENTLEMEN THAT MAKING HARD 
DECISIONS, IN A COUNTRY THAT IS JUST STARTING TO GROW UP, DOES NOT GET 
YOU APPROVAL OR ADMIRATION. OFTEN, IT ATTRACTS CRITICISM, CYNICISM, 
EVEN DISDAIN. BUT SUCH IS THE MANTLE OF LEADERSHIP. 
 
 
8. SO GOING BACK TO THE QUESTION THAT I WAS ASKED AT THE FIRST 
ANNIVERSARY OF MY ADMINISTRATION, MY ANSWER THEN WAS SIMPLE: “THE 
HARDEST THING I’VE HAD TO DO AS PRIME MINISTER SO FAR IS TO REDUCE THE 
BUDGET DEFICIT”. THE ECONOMY HAS BEEN USED TO GOVERNMENT PUMP-
PRIMING SINCE 1998 AND SO THE DECISION TO REDUCE THE BUDGET DEFICIT 
WAS, FOR MANY, LIKE TAKING AWAY A COMFORTING SOURCE OF INCOME. MANY 
OF COURSE KNEW THAT THE GOVERNMENT COULD NOT AND SHOULD NOT 
CONTINUE TO BE THE PRIMARY DRIVER OF THE ECONOMY, BUT AT THE SAME TIME, 
MANY ALSO DID NOT WANT TO ACCEPT THE IMPLICATIONS OF REDUCING 
GOVERNMENT PUMP-PRIMING. ESSENTIALLY, IT IS A CASE HERE OF PEOPLE 
KNOWING THAT THE CAKE IS BAD FOR THEM BUT STILL WANTING TO HAVE IT AND 
EAT IT TOO. 
 
 
9. SOME OF THESE DISSATISFACTIONS MAY HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO A GENERAL 
FEELING THAT THINGS ARE NOT MOVING AS FAST AS THEY WERE BEFORE. I AM 
AWARE THAT THERE ARE PARTS OF SOCIETY AS WELL AS FOREIGN 
COMMENTATORS WHO ARE GROWING IMPATIENT TO SEE VARIOUS THINGS 
HAPPEN. I WOULD LIKE TO SAY HERE THAT I GENUINELY ACKNOWLEDGE THESE 
FEELINGS AND THAT I DO NOT DISMISS THEM. I AM VERY MUCH AWARE OF SOME 
OF THE THINGS BEING SAID AND I TREAT THEM AS IMPORTANT. 
 
 
10. THE FACT IS, WE ARE SHOWING GOOD AND STEADY PROGRESS IN SOME 
AREAS. WE SHOULD BE RIGHTLY PROUD OF OUR ACHIEVEMENTS. HOWEVER, I AM 
ALSO MINDFUL OF UNEVEN PERFORMANCE ON CERTAIN POLICY 
PRONOUNCEMENTS. IN SOME OF THESE AREAS, I RECOGNISE SYMPTOMS OF 
MALAISE AND INERTIA WHICH MUST BE ADDRESSED. I AM AS COMMITTED TO 



TACKLING THESE DEFICIENCIES AND PRODUCING RESULTS AS I AM COMMITTED 
TO REALISING THE PROMISES MADE IN THE BARISAN NASIONAL MANIFESTO 
BEFORE THE GENERAL ELECTION LAST MARCH. THOSE WERE SOLEMN PROMISES, 
NOT MADE IN THE HEAT OF ELECTIONEERING, BUT RATHER AFTER CAREFUL 
THOUGHT ABOUT WHAT NEEDED TO BE DONE FOR MALAYSIA. 
 
 
11. HAVING SAID THAT, I ALSO SEE THAT THERE IS A GENERAL LACK OF 
COMPREHENSION AND AN UNDER-APPRECIATION OF THE REALITIES OF THE DAY. 
THOSE WHO SAY THAT THEY ARE DISAPPOINTED OR FRUSTRATED DO NOT SEEM 
TO REALISE HOW DIFFICULT IT IS TO ACHIEVE SUSTAINABLE RESULTS, AND HOW 
LONG IT TAKES TO EFFECT A SYSTEM-WIDE CHANGE. 
 
 
12. FOR THAT IS WHAT WE ARE EXPERIENCING, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, A 
SYSTEM-WIDE CHANGE. WE ARE NOT UNDERGOING A SIMPLE EXTENSION OF THE 
PATH WE’VE TRODDEN BEFORE. WE ARE EMBARKING ON A VERY AMBITIOUS 
JOURNEY TO CHANGE THE BASIS OF OUR ECONOMY TO ONE THAT IS KNOWLEDGE-
DRIVEN AND PERFORMANCE-BASED. WE ARE ATTEMPTING TO CHANGE THE RULES 
OF ENGAGEMENT UNDERPINNING OUR SOCIETY TOWARDS THAT OF EXCELLENCE, 
INTEGRITY AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY. WE ARE TRYING TO SHAKE OFF OUR BAD 
HABITS TO WORK AND LIVE AND THINK DIFFERENTLY. IN SHORT, WE ARE 
ENDEAVOURING TO GROW UP AND MATURE INTO A HIGHER ECONOMIC, POLITICAL 
AND CULTURAL PLANE. 
 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
 
 
13. CHANGING AND GROWING UP IS A VERY CHALLENGING EFFORT, ESPECIALLY 
FOR A COUNTRY AS YOUNG AND AS FULL OF CONTRASTS AS OURS. AT THIS 
JUNCTURE IN OUR DEVELOPMENT, WE CAN PLAINLY SEE THAT THE ROADS AND 
RAIL TRACKS HAVE BEEN LAID; THE PORTS AND CITIES HAVE BEEN BUILT; EXCEPT 
FOR SOME RURAL AREAS, OUR INFRASTRUCTURE IS LARGELY IN PLACE. THE PHASE 
OF HARDWARE DEVELOPMENT HAS BEEN SUBSTANTIALLY ADDRESSED. HOWEVER, 
THE SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUNTRY IN TERMS OF KNOWLEDGE, 
SKILLS AND VALUES HAS NOT KEPT PACE WITH THE COUNTRY’S HIGHWAYS, 
AIRPORTS AND TOWNSHIPS. IN THAT SENSE, PERHAPS OUR CULTURAL AND 
ETHICAL DEVELOPMENT MUST BE MADE TO CATCH UP WITH OUR MATERIAL AND 
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT. OUR SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT IS THUS STILL VERY FAR 
BEHIND. 
 
 
14. UNFORTUNATELY FOR POLITICIANS, SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT IS A 
MARATHON. IT INVOLVES GRADUALLY AND CONTINUOUSLY STRENGTHENING 
INSTITUTIONS AND BUILDING UP HUMAN CAPITAL. AS YOU CAN WELL IMAGINE, 
THIS WOULD REQUIRE A WIDE-RANGING SET OF ACTIONS, WHICH WOULD HAVE A 
MUCH LONGER AND MORE UNCERTAIN TIMEFRAME FOR RESULTS. 
 
 
15. UNFORTUNATELY AGAIN, SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT IS LARGELY INTANGIBLE; 
CHANGE IS OFTEN REALLY FELT THROUGH ANECDOTE AND EXPERIENCE. IN 
COMPARISON, INFRASTRUCTURE OR HARDWARE DEVELOPMENT IS A VERY VISIBLE 



PROCESS; IT TAKES SHAPE BEFORE YOUR VERY EYES. YOU CANNOT MARK 
SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT – IN TERMS OF HUMAN CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT OR OF 
INSTITUTIONAL BUILDING – AS EASILY OR AS DIRECTLY. 
 
 
16. NEVERTHELESS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, DESPITE SUCH POLITICAL 
INCONVENIENCES, I STAY COMMITTED TO SEE THROUGH THE COUNTRY’S 
SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT – FOR IT IS ESSENTIAL TO OUR SURVIVAL. THE 
COUNTRY’S EDUCATION SYSTEM MUST BE ENHANCED TO PRODUCE WELL-
ROUNDED INDIVIDUALS, SUITED FOR THE MARKETPLACE AND SOCIETY. THE 
COUNTRY’S VALUES SYSTEM MUST BE IMPROVED TO REPEL ANY INCLINATIONS 
TOWARDS CORRUPTION, IRRESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOUR AND NEGLECT OF PUBLIC 
PROPERTY. INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS THE JUDICIARY AND PARLIAMENT MUST BE 
STRENGTHENED TO BECOME WELL-FUNCTIONING, INDEPENDENT BRANCHES OF 
THE GOVERNMENT. THE PUBLIC SECTOR MUST BE ENHANCED TO NOT ONLY 
PROVIDE SERVICES TO THE RAKYAT, BUT ALSO TO FACILITATE PROGRESS AND 
DEVELOPMENT. THE PRIVATE SECTOR, INCLUDING THE G.L.C.’S, MUST BE 
CONDITIONED TO BECOME MORE PERFORMANCE-ORIENTED. CIVIL SOCIETY MUST 
BE GIVEN THE SPACE TO ENGAGE WITH GOVERNMENT AND EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS 
CONSTRUCTIVELY AND RESPONSIBLY. 
 
 
17. THESE ELEMENTS OF SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT ARE THE BONES AND TISSUE 
WHICH OUR COUNTRY NEEDS TO FUNCTION AS A TRULY DEVELOPED COUNTRY. 
HOWEVER, MUCH LIKE THE GROWTH OF BONE AND TISSUE, THE PROCESS OF 
SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT IS COMPLEX AND LONG. IT TOOK SOME OF THE 
DEVELOPED COUNTRIES MANY, MANY YEARS TO TRANSFORM THEIR GOVERNMENT-
OWNED AND GOVERNMENT-LINKED SECTORS INTO PROFIT-MAKING SECTORS. IT 
TOOK SOME OTHERS MANY, MANY MORE YEARS TO REDUCE CORRUPTION IN 
SOCIETY, AND EVEN THEN, NOT WITHOUT A PRICE. AND LET US NOT FORGET, IT 
TOOK MALAYSIA MORE THAN 20 YEARS TO CHANGE THE BASIS OF ITS ECONOMY 
FROM DEPENDENCE ON RUBBER AND TIN, TO BEING BASED ON MANUFACTURING 
AND INDUSTRIAL EXPORTS. 
 
 
18. ALL GREAT CHANGES TAKE TIME. BUT EVEN NOW, IF WE TAKE A PAUSE FROM 
PESSIMISM AND CYNICISM FOR A MOMENT, WE WILL SEE THAT THERE ARE 
ALREADY SIGNS THAT WE ARE MOVING IN A POSITIVE DIRECTION. THE FINAL 
REPORT OF THE ROYAL COMMISSION TO IMPROVE THE OPERATIONS AND 
MANAGEMENT OF THE POLICE HAS BEEN SUBMITTED, OUTLINING 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO MAKE THE POLICE FORCE INTO A MODERN AND 
RESPECTED INSTITUTION. CORRUPTION-RELATED ARRESTS ROSE BY 47 PERCENT 
IN 2004 FROM 2003, ON THE BACK OF INCREASED REPORTING TO THE A.C.A.. 
G.L.C. REFORM IS LARGELY ON TRACK, WITH SENIOR MANAGEMENT AND BOARDS 
NOW MUCH MORE ATTUNED TO THE PRACTICE OF MEASURING PERFORMANCE AND 
DELIVERING FINANCIAL AND OPERATIONAL RESULTS. RELATIVELY HIGH RATES OF 
ECONOMIC GROWTH ARE STILL BEING ATTAINED, WITH LOW UNEMPLOYMENT, LOW 
INFLATION AND HIGH SAVINGS, ALL ACHIEVED AGAINST A BACKDROP OF FISCAL 
DISCIPLINE AND CONTINUED DEVELOPMENT SPENDING. THE PRIVATE SECTOR HAS 
REASSUMED ITS ROLE OF ECONOMIC GROWTH, AND PRIVATE INVESTMENTS AND 
F.D.I. HAVE CONTINUED TO COME IN. MEANWHILE, WE CONTINUE TO PUNCH 
ABOVE OUR WEIGHT IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, PLAYING SIGNIFICANT AND 
MEANINGFUL ROLES IN ASEAN, N.A.M., O.I.C. AND OTHER MULTI-LATERAL 



ORGANISATIONS. AT HOME, THERE IS A SENSE NOW OF GREATER SPACE FOR 
EXPRESSION IN THE PRESS AND IN CIVIL SOCIETY, BE IT PUSHING FOR PUBLIC 
INTERESTS SUCH AS PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT, OR EVEN CRITICISM OF 
INSTITUTIONS AND GOVERNMENT. 
 
 
19. LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, I WOULD BE ONE OF THE FIRST TO AGREE WITH 
SOME CRITICS THAT WE NEED TO ACHIEVE MORE, TO MAKE MORE GAINS ON 
CERTAIN FRONTS, TO SEE MORE RESULTS. HOWEVER, CONSIDERING THE 
DIFFICULTIES AND INTRICACIES INHERENT IN A COUNTRY LIKE MALAYSIA, WITH 
ITS MANY, MANY POINTS OF EQUILIBRIUM, WE HAVE ON BALANCE ACHIEVED 
QUITE A LOT IN THE LAST ONE AND A HALF YEARS. WE HAVE MADE SOME 
STRATEGIC DECISIONS AND WE CONTINUE TO FOLLOW THEM THROUGH. AND 
QUITE SIMPLY, THIS IS WHERE WE ARE NOW. WE ARE GOING ABOUT THE 
BUSINESS OF GOVERNING, STICKING TO OUR PRINCIPLES, WEATHERING THE UPS 
AND DOWNS, BUT ULTIMATELY, WE ARE DEEP IN THE PROCESS OF FOLLOWING 
THROUGH. 
 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
 
 
20. AS I HAVE MENTIONED EARLIER, I AM COMMITTED TO SEEING THROUGH MY 
POLICIES, STRATEGIES AND PROMISES TO FRUITION. I AM NOT ONLY A MAN OF 
INTENTIONS, I AM ALSO A MAN OF DEEDS. I AM NOT ONE FOR DISPLAY OR 
FANFARE OR HARSH WORDS, SO PERHAPS I DON’T GIVE AWAY MANY SIGNS, BUT 
THAT IS AN ISSUE OF STYLE, NOT SUBSTANCE. I AM PERHAPS FORTUNATE THAT 
THE FORMER IS EASIER TO TACKLE THAN THE LATTER. 
 
 
21. YET IN ALL THAT I HAVE SET OUT TO ACHIEVE, THE REAL CHALLENGE IS 
MENTALITY. TWO YEARS AGO I MADE A SPEECH WHICH STARTED OFF THE PHRASE 
“1ST CLASS INFRASTRUCTURE, 3RD CLASS MENTALITY”. THAT PHRASE APPEARED 
TO STRIKE A CHORD IN MANY MALAYSIANS, WITH MANY WRITING IN TO SAY THAT 
IT APTLY DESCRIBED THE STATE OF MALAYSIANS THEN. TODAY, THAT PHRASE 
STILL LARGELY HOLDS TRUE. 
 
 
22. AS A COUNTRY, WE HAVE A RELATIVELY CLEAR IDEA OF WHERE WE WANT TO 
GO AND WHAT WE WANT TO BE. WE WANT TO BE A DEVELOPED COUNTRY, A 
COMPETITIVE COUNTRY, A PROSPEROUS COUNTRY. BUT AS PEOPLE, AS 
INDIVIDUALS, WE ARE NOT YET READY TO DEVELOP A SOUND VALUE SYSTEM 
(SUCH AS “BUDI BAHASA DAN NILAI-NILAI MURNI”), NOR ARE WE WILLING TO LET 
GO OF A FEW BAD HABITS THAT WE HAVE BECOME ADDICTED TO AND THAT STAND 
IN THE WAY OF OUR OBJECTIVES. 
 
 
23. FIRSTLY, WE ARE STILL ADDICTED TO CHEAP FOREIGN LABOUR. RATHER THAN 
MAKING THE NECESSARY INVESTMENTS TO BECOME MORE LABOUR-EFFICIENT AND 
ADOPTING HIGH TECHNOLOGY, THE PREFERENCE IS TO FORM STRONG LOBBY 
GROUPS AND PRESSURE FOR MORE CHEAP FOREIGN LABOUR. OVER-DEPENDENCE 
AND SOCIAL ILLS ARE THEN SEEN AS AN ACCEPTABLE PRICE TO PAY FOR THIS 
SEEMING NECESSITY, IN ALMOST ALL SECTORS OF THE ECONOMY. 



 
 
24. SECONDLY, WE ARE ADDICTED TO SUBSIDIES. RATHER THAN INVESTING TO 
BECOME MORE ENERGY-EFFICIENT, WE FIGHT TO KEEP PRICES ARTIFICIALLY LOW. 
NEVER MIND THAT THE MONEY CAN BE BETTER SPENT ON SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS, 
AND OTHER FACILITIES TO BENEFIT MANY MORE PEOPLE, ESPECIALLY THOSE IN 
NEED. 
 
 
25. THIRDLY, WE ARE ADDICTED TO RENT-SEEKING; WE WOULD RATHER GO FOR 
“KNOW-WHO” THAN “KNOW-HOW”. RATHER THAN INVESTING TO BECOME BETTER 
THAN OUR COMPETITORS OR TO ADD VALUE IN OUR PRODUCTS AND SERVICES, 
WE TRY TO FIND A WAY IN BY OTHER MEANS AND SEEK TO LEVERAGE ON OUR 
SENSE OF PRIVILEGE AND ENTITLEMENT TO GET SOMEWHERE IN LIFE. WE SEEM 
TO THINK: SURELY SOMEONE ELSE, AT THE VERY LEAST THE GOVERNMENT, OWES 
US A LIVING?. 
 
 
26. I ASK YOU, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: CAN THE GOVERNMENT SUSTAIN THE 
COSTS OF MAINTAINING THESE ‘PROPS’ TO OUR COMPETITIVENESS?. THE ANSWER 
IS NO. AS IS PLAINLY OBVIOUS TO ALL, THE TREASURY’S COFFERS ARE LIMITED. 
AS OTHER COUNTRIES BECOME MORE COMPETITIVE AND INNOVATIVE, IT WILL 
ALSO BECOME MORE AND MORE DIFFICULT TO RELY ON SUCH STRATEGIES TO 
GROW OUR INCOMES. FURTHERMORE, AS A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE, THE 
GOVERNMENT CANNOT CONTINUE TO NURTURE HABITS WHICH REDUCE THE 
INCENTIVE TO INCREASE EFFICIENCY AND PRODUCTIVITY. WE CANNOT GO ON 
MASKING OUR TRUE COMPETITIVENESS IN THE GLOBAL MARKETPLACE VIA 
SUBSIDIES AND THE LIKE. 
 
 
27. THERE IS NO EASY OR MAGIC SOLUTION TO THIS. WE HAVE TO BE WILLING TO 
DEVELOP OURSELVES AND TO LET GO OF THE “ADDICTIONS” WE HAVE BECOME 
ACCUSTOMED TO. IT IS A QUESTION OF WILLINGNESS MORE THAN A QUESTION OF 
ABILITY. IT IS A QUESTION OF MENTALITY. 
 
28. IN THIS AND OTHER MATTERS, WE MUST GO BACK TO BASICS, AND WE MUST 
GO BACK TO THE PRIMACY OF VALUES AND PRINCIPLES. THIS IS MY STAND, AS 
CAN BE SEEN FOR EXAMPLE IN THE APPROACH OF “ISLAM HADHARI” THAT I HAVE 
ESPOUSED. THE MAGNITUDE OF CHANGE NEEDED IN A COUNTRY EVOLVING AND 
MATURING IS ENORMOUS, AND WILL REQUIRE A HOST OF HARD DECISIONS BY 
THIS GOVERNMENT, OF WHICH I PROUDLY LEAD. I DO NOT WANT TO GIVE YOU 
EXCUSES FOR THE LACK OF PROGRESS IN CERTAIN AREAS. I ACKNOWLEDGE THAT 
ISSUE, AND MY GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE TO WORK HARD TO DELIVER 
RESULTS. 
 
 
29. BUT I DO ASK THAT YOU SEE THE WOODS AND NOT MERELY THE TREES, AND 
THAT YOU STAND READY TO SUPPORT TOUGH DECISIONS THAT NEED TO BE MADE. 
EXPECTATIONS TOO MUST BE MODERATED TO REFLECT WHAT CAN REASONABLY 
BE ACHIEVED. WE SHOULD NOT RUSH TO REACH OUR DESTINATION, LEST WE 
FIND IT’S NOT WHERE WE WANT TO BE OR WE FIND THAT WE DIDN’T THINK IT 
THROUGH ENOUGH BEFORE DECIDING ON THE DESTINATION. CERTAINLY, WE 
SHOULD NOT RUSH OR CLAMOUR FOR RESULTS WHEN THAT WILL LEAD TO 



INJUSTICE, AS THE CASE MAY BE IN DEALING WITH CORRUPTION. I MAKE NO 
APOLOGIES FOR BEING TRUE TO THE VALUES THAT I HOLD DEAR, SUCH AS 
AMANAH, ACCOUNTABILITY, RESPONSIBILITY, INTEGRITY AND JUSTICE.  
 
 
30. AS I HAVE SAID MANY TIMES BEFORE, THE JOURNEY AHEAD WILL NOT BE 
EASY. WE HAVE REACHED A CRITICAL CROSS-ROADS, AS MALAYSIA CONTINUES TO 
GROW AND DEVELOP. WE ARE NOT TRAVELLING IN A STRAIGHT AND LEVEL LINE, 
BUT CLIMBING UP ONTO VERY ROUGH TERRAIN. WE MAY SLIP AND FALL ALONG 
THE WAY, BUT MAKE NO MISTAKE, WE WILL STAY THE COURSE. I ASK YOU, AND 
EACH AND EVERY MALAYSIAN, TO JOIN IN AND TO WORK WITH ME, NOT FOR ME. 
WE HAVE MUCH TO DO. INSYA-ALLAH, WITH THE GRACE AND BLESSINGS OF GOD, 
WE CAN ACHIEVE OUR AMBITIONS AND FULFILL OUR POTENTIAL TOGETHER. 
 
 
 
THANK YOU. 


