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HIS MAJESTY KING ABDULLAH BIN ABDULAZIZ AL- SAUD,  
CUSTODIAN OF THE TWO HOLY MOSQUES, 
 
THEIR ROYAL HIGHNESSES,  
HONOURABLE PRESIDENTS AND PRIME MINISTERS 
HONOURABLE MINISTERS, 
EXCELLENCIES, BROTHERS AND SISTERS, 
ASSALAMUALAIKUM, 

 
 

“MUSLIM UNITY THROUGH JOINT ACTIONS” 
 
 
ALL PRAISE BE TO ALLAH SUBHA NAHU WATA’ALA, HIS GRACE AND MERCY, FOR 
ENABLING US TO BE HERE IN THIS SACRED CITY OF MAKKAH AL-MUKARRAMAH, 
THE HOLIEST OF PLACES AND THE SPIRITUAL CENTRE OF ISLAM. WE ARE 
GRATEFUL TO BE THE GUESTS OF THE CUSTODIAN OF THE TWO HOLY MOSQUES 
AND KING OF THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA, HIS MAJESTY KING ABDULLAH BIN 
ABDULAZIZ AL-SAUD. MAY ALLAH SUBHANAHU WATA’ALA BLESS HIS MAJESTY AND 
THE PEOPLE OF THE BELOVED KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA WITH ALL THAT IS THE 
BEST IN THIS WORLD AND IN THE HEREAFTER, TO CONTINUE SERVING THE CAUSE 
OF ISLAM AND THE WHOLE OF THE UMMAH.  
 
 
2. I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO CONVEY MY DEEPEST 
CONDOLENCES TO THE PEOPLE OF THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA ON THE 
DEMISE OF AL-MAHRUM KING FAHD, WHOSE IMMENSE CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
UMMAH WILL BE FOREVER REMEMBERED. I WOULD LIKE TO PLACE ON RECORD AS 
WELL MY PERSONAL CONGRATULATIONS TO HIS MAJESTY KING ABDULLAH FOR HIS 
ELEVATION TO THE THRONE. INDEED, THE CONVENING OF THIS TIMELY SUMMIT IS 
TESTAMENT TO HIS MAJESTY’S COMMITMENT TO THE BETTERMENT OF MUSLIMS AS 
A WHOLE.  
 
 
3. IT IS INDEED A GREAT PLEASURE FOR ME, AS CHAIRMAN OF THE ORGANIZATION 
OF ISLAMIC CONFERENCE (O.I.C), TO WELCOME YOU WHO HAVE TRAVELED GREAT 
DISTANCES TO GATHER IN CONFERENCE WITH US HERE IN THIS HOLY CITY OF 
MAKKAH - TO DELIBERATE, CONTEMPLATE AND CELEBRATE THE FUTURE LEGACY OF 
THIS IMPORTANT ORGANIZATION RELATIVE TO THE DESTINY OF THE MUSLIM 
WORLD. 
 
 
 
 



4. I AM THANKFUL AND TRULY BLESSED TO BE STANDING IN ALL HUMILITY BEFORE 
ALLAH IN THIS HOLY CITY OF MAKKAH FOR THE UMPTEENTH TIME. ON A PERSONAL 
NOTE, THIS CITY HOLDS A SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE FOR ME NOT ONLY BECAUSE IT 
WAS THE BIRTHPLACE OF MY GRANDFATHER; IT WAS ALSO WHERE HE WAS 
EDUCATED, AND WHERE HE FINALLY RECEIVED HIS DEGREE. I AM PROFOUNDLY 
GRATEFUL FOR THE MANY BLESSINGS AFFORDED ME AND THE MUSLIM UMMAH. I 
AM FULLY CONSCIOUS OF THE FACT THAT IT WAS IN THIS CITY THAT OUR 
BELOVED PROPHET MUHAMMAD WAS BORN. IN ADDITION, I AM FULLY COGNIZANT 
OF THE FACT THAT IT WAS ALSO HERE IN MAKKAH THAT, BY ALLAH’S COMMAND, 
THE PROPHET ACCEPTED THE SUMMONS AND BEGAN HIS NOBLE MISSION OF 
PROPHECY.  
 
 
5. YEARS AFTER THE PROPHET BEGAN TO PREACH PUBLICLY, AND ENDURED SO 
MUCH PAIN AND SUFFERING, HE WAS FORCED TO FLEE MAKKAH IN SEARCH OF A 
MORE SUITABLE BASE FOR HIS PROPHETIC MISSION. THIS HE FOUND IN YATHRIB, 
LATER RENAMED MADINAH BY THE PROPHET. A NEW COMMUNITY WAS FOUNDED, 
AND REFERRED TO BY THE PROPHET AS AN UMMAH. THE GOVERNING PRINCIPLES 
OF THE NEW UMMAH WERE TO BE MARKED BY A PERVASIVE NEW WORLDVIEW 
THAT WOULD DETERMINE AND GIVE RISE TO CULTURE, AND CONSEQUENTLY 
CIVILIZATION. IT WAS THIS COMBINATION THAT WOULD REVEAL THE TRUE 
ESSENCE OF ISLAM.  
 
 
6. CONCEIVABLY SUCH A WORLDVIEW COULD NOT, HOWEVER, SURVIVE OR EVEN 
ACHIEVE PRACTICAL MATURITY WITHOUT THE INCLUSION OF MAKKAH. TO THAT 
END, THE PROPHET RETURNED TO MAKKAH, TO THE KA’ABAH, THE SINGLE MOST 
HOLY SITE IN ALL ISLAM, THE SITE SYNONYMOUS WITH UNITY. HERE IN MAKKAH, 
THE PROPHET PERFORMED THE MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL RITUALS, PROSTRATING 
HIMSELF BEFORE GOD IN SUBMISSION AT THE KAABAH. THIS IS THE VENUE WE 
HAVE CHOSEN TO ASSEMBLE TODAY IN CONFERENCE. THIS IS THE HOLY CITY 
WHICH EPITOMIZES THE UNITY OF ISLAM. THIS IS THE PLACE WHERE MILLIONS OF 
MUSLIMS COME TO FACE THE KA’ABAH IN RITUAL PRAYER, STANDING SIDE BY 
SIDE IN UNITY AS EQUALS. HUMILITY AND TOLERANCE OVERCOME PRIDE AND 
PREJUDICE; PEACE AND BROTHERHOOD PREVAIL OVER VIOLENCE AND HATRED; 
TRUST AND TRUTH CONQUER ENVY AND SUSPICION. I BELIEVE THIS TO BE NO 
COINCIDENCE, THAT AT A TIME WHEN MUSLIMS THE WORLD OVER ARE IN A STATE 
OF DISUNITY AND DISCORD, WE HAVE CHOSEN TO ASSEMBLE HERE IN 
CONFERENCE. WE DESIRE UNITY. UNITY IS DEMANDED BY ISLAM. UNITY IS 
STRENGTH. GOD WILLING, OUR EFFORTS HERE TODAY WILL BE THE GALVANIZING 
ELEMENT IN OUR NOBLE ATTEMPTS TO ONCE AGAIN UNITE THE MUSLIM WORLD. 
 
 
7. SADLY OURS IS A TIME OF GREAT RELIGIOUS AND INTELLECTUAL UPHEAVAL, 
ONE WHICH IS MORE SERIOUS THAN AT ANY OTHER TIME THROUGHOUT OUR 
GLORIOUS HISTORY. CONTRARY TO ISLAM, THE MUSLIMS OF THE PRESENT AGE 
APPEAR HOPELESSLY DIVIDED. SECTARIAN CONFLICT AND DIVISION RESULTING 
FROM AN IMMATURE, CONFLICTING GRASPS OF THE MEANING OF ISLAM IS AT THE 
HEART OF UNTOLD HORROR AND VIOLENCE. WE CAN NO LONGER AFFORD TO BE IN 
A STATE OF DENIAL. WE CAN NO LONGER CHOOSE TO ADDRESS THESE PROBLEMS 
IN A CASUAL MANNER. THE CAUSES FOR THE MISERABLE CONDITION WE FIND 
OURSELVES IN TODAY MUST BE CONFRONTED AND CONQUERED. THIS, I BELIEVE, 
IS WHAT ISLAM DEMANDS. THEREFORE, WE RAISE OUR HANDS IN SUPPLICATION 



AND ASK GOD TO REVEAL TO US TRUTH AS IT REALLY IS, AND TO EXPOSE 
FALSEHOOD.  
 
 
BROTHERS AND SISTERS, 
 
 
8. NOW AS WE SIT IN CONFERENCE, THOUSANDS OF OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
IN MANY PARTS OF THE WORLD IN PALESTINE, IRAQ, AFGHANISTAN, SYRIA, IRAN 
AND SUDAN AND OTHER SMALLER PLACES ARE LIVING IN FEAR UNDER THREATS 
OF WAR AND VIOLENCE. MANY MORE ARE LIVING UNDER THREATS OF POVERTY 
AND BACKWARDNESS.  
 
 
9. ALMOST ONE THIRD OF THE TOTAL MUSLIM POPULATION LIVES IN DEPLORABLE 
CONDITIONS. NEARLY HALF A BILLION PEOPLE STILL LACK LIFE’S BASIC 
NECESSITIES. COMPARED TO THE REST OF THE WORLD WHICH HAS AN AVERAGE 
PER CAPITA INCOME OF $5,133, THE AVERAGE PER CAPITA INCOME OF THOSE 
LIVING IN MUSLIM COUNTRIES IS ROUGHLY $1,100. THE PEOPLE IN ALMOST HALF 
OF THE O.I.C MEMBER COUNTRIES LIVE ON LESS THAN $2 A DAY, AN AMOUNT 
BARELY ENOUGH TO SUSTAIN A SUBSISTENCE LIVING. IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA 
THE FIGURES ARE EVEN MORE ALARMING. MORE THAN HALF OF THE TOTAL 
POPULATION LIVES ON LESS THAN $1 A DAY. THE SAME IS TRUE FOR SOUTH ASIA, 
WHERE MORE THAN ONE THIRD OF THE POPULATION LIVES ON LESS THAN $1 A 
DAY. WITH REGARD TO INCOME DISTRIBUTION, THESE MUSLIM COUNTRIES FARE 
NO BETTER. ILLITERACY RATES REMAIN ALARMING. ALMOST 30 PERCENT OF THE 
MUSLIM COUNTRIES HAVE ADULT LITERACY RATES WHICH ARE WELL BELOW 50 
PERCENT. AS A RESULT, WE ARE RENDERED INCAPABLE OF CONFRONTING THE 
MORE SERIOUS PROBLEMS PLAGUING US, AND APPEAR IMPOTENT TO DO 
ANYTHING ABOUT IT. THIS CONDITION HAS RESULTED IN POVERTY, A FEATURE 
COMMON TO THE MUSLIM WORLD. I AM REMINDED OF THE SAYING OF THE 
PROPHET; “WHEN MAN IS REDUCED TO POVERTY, NOT ONLY DOES HE LOSE HIS 
DIGNITY BUT HE APPROACHES UNBELIEF.” CLEARLY THEREFORE, WHEN WE SPEAK 
OF POVERTY WE MEAN BEING POOR IN TERMS OF KNOWLEDGE, POOR IN TERMS OF 
SPIRITUAL MATURITY, AND POOR IN TERMS OF MATERIAL POSSESSION. AND YET 
THE MUSLIM WORLD IS RICH IN NATURAL RESOURCES, FOR EXAMPLE FOSSIL FUEL, 
PALM OIL, BIO-FUEL AND MINERALS. 
 
 
10. I BELIEVE THE PRESENT ECONOMIC CONDITIONS SUFFERED BY THE MUSLIM 
COUNTRIES ARE MERELY A SYMPTOM OF SOMETHING MORE SINISTER, THAT IS THE 
LACK OF QUALITY HUMAN CAPITAL DUE TO POVERTY, AND LACK OF EDUCATION. 
THEY MUST BE ERADICATED, BUT IN ORDER TO DO SO THE MUSLIMS MUST ONCE 
AGAIN EMULATE THE DYNAMISM AND INTELLECTUAL SPLENDOR SYNONYMOUS 
WITH ISLAM ITSELF. MY DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS, IF WE CHOOSE TO 
IGNORE THESE CONCERNS, AND IF WE CHOOSE TO LOOK UPON THE PROBLEMS OF 
POVERTY WITH APATHY AND DISDAIN, WE ARE SURELY IN DANGER OF BECOMING 
INSIGNIFICANT. 
 
 
 
11. WE MUST WORK OUT THE BEST STRATEGY IN TERMS OF EDUCATION IF WE ARE 
TO ERADICATE POVERTY FROM OUR MIDST, OTHERWISE WE MAY UNWITTINGLY 



BECOME DETACHED FROM OUR HISTORICAL ROOTS WHICH ARE ADORNED WITH 
THE GLORIOUS DYNAMISM THAT IS ISLAM. WE MUST REMAIN MINDFUL OF THE 
FACT THAT DEVELOPMENT IN ISLAM REFERS TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF MAN. I 
HAVE ALWAYS SUBSCRIBED TO THE NOTION THAT IF PROBLEMS ARE TO BE 
SOLVED, WE MUST CONFRONT THEM HEAD-ON. WE MUST NOT BE IN A STATE OF 
DENIAL. OUR PROBLEM AND DILEMMA ARE THE POWERFUL FORCES OF 
SECULARISM AND CONFLICT CAUSED BY SECTARIANISM. THESE FORCES HAVE 
THREATENED OUR SENSE OF IDENTITY AND OUR UNITY.  
 
 
12. THROUGHOUT MY TENURE AS PRIME MINISTER OF MALAYSIA, AND 
CONCURRENTLY AS CHAIRMAN OF THE O.I.C, I HAVE SOUGHT TO ADDRESS THE 
PROBLEMS FACING THE MUSLIM WORLD IN A HOLISTIC MANNER. TO THIS END, I 
HAVE INTRODUCED THE HADHARI APPROACH IN MALAYSIA. I CALL IT ISLAM 
HADHARI , OR IN ENGLISH, “CIVILIZATIONAL ISLAM”. IT IS NOT A NEW RELIGION 
OR MAZHAB. IT IS NOT A NEW IDEOLOGY. IT IS A GUIDE FOR OUR DEVELOPMENT 
AND MANHAJ.  
 
 
13. THE ISLAM HADHARI APPROACH IS AN ATTEMPT TO UNDERSTAND THE 
PREDICAMENTS OF THE MODERN GLOBAL ERA AND TO SEEK FOR THEIR 
SOLUTIONS WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF ISLAM. IT IS A PROGRESSIVE APPROACH 
WHICH EMPHASIZES THE DEVELOPMENT OF MAN AT ITS CORE. I BELIEVE THAT 
WHILE SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHANGE IS DESIRED, IT ALONE IS INSUFFICIENT TO 
FULFILL THE ULTIMATE OBJECTIVES OF ANY SOCIETY, THE MUSLIM WORLD IN 
PARTICULAR. IT IS OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE THAT A CHANGE FOR THE BETTER 
MUST BE PREMISED ON THE CORRECT DISSEMINATION OF KNOWLEDGE, WHICH IS 
THE CORNERSTONE TO HUMAN PROGRESS. THIS THEN CONFORMS TO THE 
PRINCIPLES OF ISLAM.  
 
 
14. I HAVE ALSO EXPLAINED THAT THE ISLAM HADHARI APPROACH AIMS TO 
ENHANCE THE QUALITY OF LIFE THROUGH THE MASTERY OF KNOWLEDGE AND THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE NATION. IT IS INTENDED AS AN 
INTEGRATED AND BALANCED DEVELOPMENT THAT CREATES A KNOWLEDGEABLE 
AND PIOUS PEOPLE WHO HOLD NOBLE VALUES. THEY SHOULD ALSO BE PEOPLE 
WHO ARE HONEST, TRUSTWORTHY AND PREPARED TO TAKE ON GLOBAL ISSUES. I 
BELIEVE THE MASTERY OF KNOWLEDGE TO BE OF PRIMARY SIGNIFICANCE. ONLY 
THEN CAN THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE NATION DEVELOP. IT IS MY FIRM 
CONVICTION THAT THE GLORIOUS HERITAGE OF THE ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION IN 
ALL ITS ASPECTS MUST BE USED AS A REFERENCE AND BECOME THE SOURCE OF 
INSPIRATION FOR MUSLIMS TO PROSPER. WHAT IS NEEDED IS CHANGE. BY 
‘CHANGE’ I DO NOT MEAN A HAPHAZARD NOR CAPRICIOUS CHANGE. THE CHANGE I 
SPEAK OF DERIVES INSPIRATION FROM THE HOLY QUR’AN, PARTS OF WHICH WERE 
REVEALED TO THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD IN THIS HOLY CITY ITSELF. WHAT IS 
MEANT IS ‘A CHANGE FOR THE BETTER’ OR IKHTIAR. THE ONLY WAY TO ACHIEVE 
THIS IS TO ONCE AGAIN EMULATE THE RICH DYNAMIC INTELLECTUAL TRADITION 
OF ISLAMIC THOUGHT. NOW WE FIND OURSELVES IN A CONDITION WHEREBY WE 
SUFFER THE CONSEQUENCES OF OUR APATHY AND DISREGARD TOWARDS 
KNOWLEDGE AND DEVELOPMENT. WE MUST ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR THIS 
CONDITION. IF A CHANGE FOR THE BETTER IS DESIRED, IT IS INCUMBENT THAT 
WE ONCE AGAIN ATTEMPT TO RESTORE AN INTELLECTUAL TRADITION STEEPED IN 



UNDERSTANDING THE PRESENT AGE AND CONFORMING TO THE CORRECT 
UNDERSTANDING OF THE TENETS OF FAITH.  
 
 
15. ISLAM HADHARI IS NOT AN APPROACH TO PACIFY THE WEST. NEITHER IS IT AN 
APPROACH TO APOLOGIZE FOR THE PERCEIVED ‘ISLAMIC THREAT’, NOR IS IT AN 
APPROACH TO SEEK APPROVAL FROM THE NON-MUSLIMS FOR A MORE FRIENDLY 
AND GENTLE IMAGE OF ISLAM. IT IS AN APPROACH THAT SEEKS TO MAKE MUSLIMS 
UNDERSTAND THAT PROGRESS IS ENJOINED BY ISLAM. IT IS AN APPROACH THAT 
IS COMPATIBLE WITH MODERNIZATION AND YET FIRMLY ROOTED IN THE NOBLE 
VALUES AND INJUNCTIONS OF ISLAM. IT IS AN APPROACH THAT EMPHASIZES 
SUBSTANCE OVER FORM. I HAVE ENUMERATED 10 FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 
WHICH RESULT FROM MY UNDERSTANDING OF THE AFOREMENTIONED APPROACH. 
THESE TEN PRINCIPLES ARE: 
 

I. FAITH AND PIETY IN ALLAH; 
II. A JUST AND TRUSTWORTHY GOVERNMENT; 

III. A FREE AND INDEPENDENT PEOPLE; 
IV. A VIGOROUS PURSUIT AND MASTERY OF KNOWLEDGE; 
V. A BALANCED AND COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT; 

VI. A GOOD QUALITY OF LIFE FOR THE PEOPLE; 
VII. THE PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF MINORITY GROUPS AND WOMEN; 

VIII. CULTURAL AND MORAL INTEGRITY; 
IX. THE    SAFEGUARDING     OF      NATURAL     RESOURCES     AND      THE 

ENVIRONMENT; 
X. STRONG DEFENSE CAPABILITIES 

 
 
16. THE FIRST OF THESE PRINCIPLES, NAMELY FAITH AND PIETY IN ALLAH, WILL 
MANIFEST ITSELF IF THE MUSLIMS ARE CAPABLE OF ARMING THEMSELVES WITH 
CORRECT KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR RELIGION. THIS AFTER ALL 
IS THE VERY PREMISE UPON WHICH ISLAM STANDS, BECAUSE IN ORDER TO HAVE 
FAITH ONE MUST HAVE TRUST; AND IN ORDER TO HAVE TRUST, ONE MUST HAVE 
CORRECT KNOWLEDGE. IF WE SUCCEED, THEN ALL OTHER PRINCIPLES FALL INTO 
PLACE AUTOMATICALLY. 
 
 
17. ARMED WITH TRUE KNOWLEDGE AND WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF ISLAM TO 
GUIDE US, ALONG WITH OUR CONSISTENT AND CONTINUING RECORD OF 
IMPROVING GOVERNANCE FOR THE PEOPLE, AND BY PRACTICING AND OBSERVING 
A HIGH COMMITMENT TO PUBLIC ACCOUNTABILITY, MALAYSIA OFFERS A MODEST 
WORKING MODEL OF RENEWAL, REFORM AND, PERHAPS A REVIVALISM IN THE 
MUSLIM WORLD. I DO NOT ASSUME THAT MALAYSIA HAS ALL THE ANSWERS TO 
THE MANY PROBLEMS OF THE MUSLIM WORLD BECAUSE I AM ACUTELY AWARE 
THAT DIFFERENT COUNTRIES NEED DIFFERENT SOLUTIONS TO THEIR PROBLEMS. 
HOWEVER, IT IS OUR WISH THAT MALAYSIA BE A SHOWCASE OF WHAT IT IS TO BE 
A SUCCESSFUL, MODERN MUSLIM COUNTRY.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



YOUR MAJESTY, EXCELLENCIES, 
 
 
18. AS AN ORGANISATION WHICH HAS BEEN IN EXISTENCE FOR MORE THAN 36 
YEARS, THE O.I.C MUST NOW CHANGE IN ORDER TO BE RELEVANT FOR THE CAUSE 
OF UPLIFTING THE MUSLIM UMMAH. THIS SUMMIT SHOULD PROVIDE US THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO LOOK INTO OURSELVES AND DECIDE ON WHAT NEEDS TO BE 
DONE FOR THE FUTURE. I BELIEVE IT IS IMPERATIVE FOR US, AMONG OTHER 
NECESSARY ACTIONS, TO UNDERTAKE THE FOLLOWING : 
 
ONE, WE MUST CONSCIENTIOUSLY PROMOTE AND FOSTER UNITY AMONGST 
OURSELVES BY EMPHASIZING MATTERS WHICH UNITE US, NOT THOSE WHICH 
DIVIDE US ; 
 
TWO, WE MUST BE MORE ADEPT IN HARNESSING THE RESOURCES WHICH WE 
HAVE AT OUR DISPOSAL THROUGH CONCRETE ACTION AND INNOVATIVE 
MEASURES; 
 
THREE, WE MUST UNDERTAKE CAPACITY BUILDING MEASURES TO ENABLE ALL OUR 
PEOPLES, PARTICULARLY WOMEN, TO REALISE THEIR FULL POTENTIAL; 
 
FOUR, WE MUST SERIOUSLY STRENGTHEN TRADE AND ECONOMIC LINKAGES 
AMONG OURSELVES AS A MEANS OF BENEFITING MORE FROM THE GLOBALISATION 
PROCESS AND MOVING INTO THE MAINSTREAM OF THE GLOBAL ECONOMY;  
 
FIVE, WE MUST PUT OUR HOUSES IN BETTER ORDER BY COMBATING CORRUPTION, 
PROMOTING GOOD GOVERNANCE, INCREASING TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY. MALAYSIA IS MAKING PREPARATIONS TO ORGANISE, NEXT 
YEAR, A FORUM ON ANTI CORRUPTION AND ENHANCING INTEGRITY INITIATIVES 
FOR O.I.C COUNTRIES. I TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY NOW TO INVITE O.I.C MEMBER 
COUNTRIES TO PARTICIPATE IN THAT FORUM; 
 
SIX, WE MUST BE MORE ARTICULATE AND CONVINCE THE WIDER WORLD THAT 
ISLAM IS A RELIGION OF PEACE, TOLERANCE, AND MODERATION WHICH 
PROMOTES PROGRESS;  
 
SEVEN, WE MUST URGENTLY ESTABLISH A MECHANISM TO ENABLE O.I.C 
COUNTRIES, DURING NATURAL DISASTERS, TO QUICKLY RESPOND WITH 
FINANCIAL AND OTHER FORMS OF ASSISTANCE IN A COORDINATED MANNER. 
TOWARDS THIS END, MALAYSIA IS PREPARED TO HOST A MEETING OF INTERESTED 
O.I.C COUNTRIES TO DISCUSS THIS MATTER;  
 
EIGHT, WE MUST NEVER LET UP ON OUR SUPPORT FOR THE PALESTINIAN CAUSE. 
WE MUST NOW SEIZE UPON THE LATEST DEVELOPMENTS AND BUILD UPON THE 
MOMENTUM CREATED IN GAZA TO HELP OUR PALESTINIAN BROTHERS AND 
SISTERS ESTABLISH FOR THEMSELVES A VIABLE, INDEPENDENT, SOVEREIGN AND 
SECURE STATE OF PALESTINE.  
 
NINE, WE MUST DO OUR PART TO FIGHT INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM IN ALL ITS 
FORMS AND MANIFESTATIONS, IRRESPECTIVE OF RACE OR RELIGION. WE NEED TO 
TAKE STEPS TO ERASE THE PROFILING OF MUSLIMS AND ISLAM IN THIS MATTER. 
ISLAMAPHOBIA MUST BE ERADICATED. 



 
 
YOUR MAJESTY, EXCELLENCIES, 
 
 
19. I AM PLEASED TO NOTE THAT CONSIDERABLE AND CONCRETE STEPS HAVE 
BEEN TAKEN TO ADDRESS SOME OF OUR COMMON CONCERNS. ON OUR PART, AS A 
MEANS OF BUILDING CAPACITIES, DEEPENING ECONOMIC RELATIONS AND 
REALIZING THE ECONOMIC POTENTIAL OF THE LESS DEVELOPED AND LOW INCOME 
MEMBERS OF THE ORGANIZATION, MALAYSIA HAS LAUNCHED THE CAPACITY 
BUILDING PROGRAMME FOR O.I.C COUNTRIES. 
 
 
20. THE MAIN OBJECTIVE OF THIS CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMME IS TO ASSIST 
THE LESS DEVELOPED O.I.C COUNTRIES ERADICATE POVERTY BY ENHANCING 
THEIR MANAGEMENT CAPABILITIES, EXPERTISE AND OTHER NECESSARY SKILLS TO 
ACHIEVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. CAPACITY BUILDING IN MUSLIM COUNTRIES 
SHOULD ALSO INCLUDE THE DEVELOPMENT OF ENTREPRENEURS. 
 
 
21. I AM PLEASED TO INFORM MY FELLOW BROTHERS AND SISTERS THAT THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FOUR PROJECTS UNDER PHASE I OF THE PROGRAMME, 
RESPECTIVELY IN BANGLADESH, INDONESIA, MAURITANIA AND SIERRA LEONE ARE 
ON TRACK AND PROGRESSING WELL. THE SECOND PHASE OF THE PROGRAMME 
COVERING SEVEN OTHER O.I.C MEMBER COUNTRIES, INSYAALLAH, WILL BE 
FINALISED AND IMPLEMENTED BEGINNING NEXT YEAR. THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE PROJECTS WILL HELP TO CREATE JOBS, PROVIDE THE PEOPLE WITH INCOME 
AND, AT THE SAME TIME, GENERATE REVENUE TO THE GOVERNMENTS 
CONCERNED.  
 
 
22. THE ISLAMIC DEVELOPMENT BANK (IDB) IS PLAYING THE LEAD ROLE IN THE 
FORMULATION, FINANCING AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROJECTS. THE 
CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAMME WILL NOT ATTAIN FULL SUCCESS UNLESS GIVEN 
THE NECESSARY SUPPORT BY O.I.C COUNTRIES.  
 
 
23. I WOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST FURTHER THAT WE CONSIDER INSTITUTING A 
SPECIAL FUND BASED ON ZAKAT COLLECTION, AS A MEANS OF DISBURSING 
DEVELOPMENT AID TO THE LESS DEVELOPED O.I.C COUNTRIES. THE ZAKAT 
SYSTEM CAN MAKE AN IMPACT IF IT IS PROPERLY HARNESSED FOR DEVELOPMENT 
PURPOSES. THERE ARE ALSO COUNTRIES WHERE MORE ZAKAT IS COLLECTED 
THAN DISTRIBUTED. WE SHOULD PUT IN PLACE A SCHEME OR WE MUST 
STRENGTHEN EXISTING MECHANISMS, SUCH AS THE ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY FUND, 
TO MANAGE THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM ZAKAT-SURPLUS TO ZAKAT-DEFICIT 
COUNTRIES OF THE O.I.C.  
 
 
24. WE NEED TO BE MORE CREATIVE AND INNOVATIVE IN USING ZAKAT 
SURPLUSES AND WAQF FUNDS, ESPECIALLY FOR PURPOSES OF MICRO-FINANCING 
OF SMALL ENTERPRISES OR FOR SELF-EMPLOYMENT.  
 
 



25. ISLAMIC BANKS CAN ALSO PARTICIPATE IN SUCH PROGRAMMES. 
GOVERNMENTS SHOULD CONSIDER GIVING SPECIAL INCENTIVES FOR THIS 
PURPOSE. THIS CAN INCLUDE THE WAIVER OF TAXES ON PROFITS DERIVED FROM 
SUCH SCHEMES.  
 
 
YOUR MAJESTY, EXCELLENCIES, 
 
 
26. IN ORDER FOR THE UMMAH TO ACHIEVE PROSPERITY AND STAND TALL IN THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OF NATIONS, IT IS NECESSARY THAT WE MAKE 
SERIOUS EFFORTS TO COLLECTIVELY STRENGTHEN OUR ECONOMIC, TRADE AND 
INVESTMENT LINKAGES.  
 
 
27. THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT INCREASED TRADING BETWEEN AND AMONG O.I.C 
MEMBERS WILL ASSIST TO PROMOTE GREATER INTEGRATION OF THE ECONOMIES 
OF O.I.C COUNTRIES. WE NEED TO BE INNOVATIVE AND CREATIVE IN REMOVING 
BARRIERS TO TRADE AMONG OURSELVES. IT IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO 
THINK IN TERMS OF A FREE TRADE ARRANGEMENT SPECIALLY CATERING FOR O.I.C 
COUNTRIES. IF IT IS DIFFICULT TO CREATE AN O.I.C - WIDE ARRANGEMENT, WE 
CAN THINK IN TERMS OF CREATING SMALLER GROUPINGS PERHAPS ON A 
REGIONAL BASIS.  
 
 
28. ON A MORE AMBITIOUS PLANE, WE CAN EVEN THINK IN TERMS OF PUTTING IN 
PLACE MORE COMPREHENSIVE PARTNERSHIP ARRANGEMENTS WHICH INCLUDE 
NOT ONLY COOPERATION IN TRADE BUT ALSO INVESTMENT, SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY, RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT.  
 
 
29. I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO INFORM THIS AUGUST 
GATHERING THAT MALAYSIA HAS EMBARKED ON A PROGRAMME TO MAKE OUR 
COUNTRY A HALAL-HUB FOR THE PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION OF HALAL 
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES. THE POTENTIAL IN THE PRODUCTION AND 
INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF HALAL PRODUCTS AND SERVICES IS 
TREMENDOUS. TO ESTABLISH INTERNATIONAL CONFIDENCE AND ACCEPTABILITY 
OF HALAL PRODUCTS, WE NEED TO ESTABLISH AN INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED 
STANDARD. MALAYSIA HAS ESTABLISHED THE STANDARD MS 1500:2004 AS AN 
INTERNATIONAL BENCHMARK FOR THE CERTIFICATION OF HALAL PRODUCTS. WE 
INVITE O.I.C COUNTRIES TO ADOPT THIS STANDARD. 
 
 
YOUR MAJESTY, EXCELLENCIES, 
 
 
30. IT IS OUR RESPONSIBILITY AS O.I.C LEADERS TO EFFECT POSITIVE CHANGES 
FOR THE UNITY AND BETTERMENT OF THE UMMAH. OUR DECISION TO 
COLLECTIVELY SUPPORT AND ENDORSE A NEW VISION AND MISSION FOR THE 
O.I.C WILL PRESENT US WITH THE OPPORTUNITY AND A WAY FORWARD FOR THE 
MUSLIM COUNTRIES AND THE UMMAH. LET US BESEECH TO THE ALMIGHTY ON 
THIS AUSPICIOUS OCCASION TO HELP US IN THIS NOBLE MISSION OF OURS. WE 
CANNOT ESCAPE THE FACT THAT WE MUST BE BETTER UNITED AND EQUIPPED TO 



MEET THE GRAVE CHALLENGES OF THE CURRENT WORLD SITUATION AND IN THE 
COMING DECADES OF THE THIRD MILLENNIA.  
 
 
31. BEFORE I CONCLUDE MY REMARKS, I WISH TO TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO 
REITERATE OUR MOST PROFOUND GRATITUDE AND THANKS TO THE CUSTODIAN 
OF THE TWO HOLY MOSQUES, KING ABDULLAH BIN ABDULAZIZ AL-SAUD, AND THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA FOR THIS TIMELY INITIATIVE 
AND FOR MAKING THIS EXTRAORDINARY SUMMIT A SUCCESS. WE ALSO WISH TO 
REITERATE OUR APPRECIATION FOR THE GENEROUS HOSPITALITY THAT WE 
RECEIVE DURING OUR STAY IN THE HOLY LAND, AND WE WISH TO EXPRESS OUR 
GREAT ADMIRATION FOR THE EFFICIENT ORGANISATION OF THIS EXTRAORDINARY 
SUMMIT. 
 
 
32. WE EXTEND, AS WELL, OUR SINCERE APPRECIATION TO THE SECRETARY-
GENERAL OF THE O.I.C, PROFESSOR EKMELEDDIN IHSANOGLU, FOR HIS EFFORTS 
AND THE LEADERSHIP HE HAS PROVIDED TO THE SECRETARIAT AND THE O.I.C IN 
PREPARING FOR THIS EXTRAORDINARY SUMMIT. THE NEED TO REFORM THE O.I.C 
AS AN ORGANIZATION IS OUR COMMON AIM AND OBLIGATION. MALAYSIA HAS 
CONTRIBUTED USD 1 MILLION FOR THIS SPECIAL PURPOSE. 
 
 
YOUR MAJESTY, YOUR ROYAL HIGHNESSES, EXCELLENCIES,  
 
 
33. I THANK YOU FOR YOUR INDULGENCE. MAY ALLAH CONTINUE TO SHOWER HIS 
ABUNDENT BLESSINGS UPON US ALL. O ALLAH ! SHOW US TRUTH AND REALITY AS 
IT REALLY IS. REVEAL THAT WHICH IS FALSE. PROVIDE US THE BEST OF BOTH 
THIS WORLD AND THE NEXT. PRAISE BE TO ALLAH THE CHERISHER AND 
SUSTAINER OF THE WORLDS. SALUTATIONS AND PEACE BE UPON THE PROPHET 
MUHAMMAD, THE MASTER OF THE MESSENGERS, HIS FAMILY AND ALL HIS 
COMPANIONS.  
 
 
 
AL FATIHAH ! 
 


