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1. IT IS WITH GREAT HONOUR THAT I STAND BEFORE YOU TODAY, TO DELIVER THE 
INAUGURAL LECTURE OF AN ANNUAL LECTURE SERIES IN MY OWN NAME. I AM 
HUMBLED BY THIS DISTINCTION GIVEN TO ME BY THE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE OF 
MANAGEMENT (W.I.M.) JUST A YEAR OR SO SINCE I TOOK OFFICE, AND I THANK 
THE INSTITUTE AND DATO’ NAPSIAH AND DATO’ DR NELLIE TAN IN PARTICULAR, 
FOR INVITING ME TO SPEAK THIS MORNING. 
 
 
2. BEING HERE, AT THE INVITATION OF W.I.M. – AN INSTITUTION WHICH AMONG 
ITS OBJECTIVES INCLUDE THE PROMOTION OF LEADERSHIP OF WOMEN IN ALL 
SECTORS, AS WELL PARTNERSHIP DEVELOPMENT IN THE COMMUNITY – GIVES ME 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE WITH YOU SOME OF MY THOUGHTS AND IDEAS ON 
THE SUBJECT OF WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT, INCLUDING IN THE CONTEXT OF 
CIVILISATIONAL ISLAM, OR BETTER KNOWN AS ISLAM HADHARI. 
 
 
3. INDEED, WHEN I WAS ASKED TO SPEAK IN INDIA RECENTLY ON THE SUBJECT OF 
ISLAM HADHARI, I SAID THAT IT CANNOT BE DENIED THAT ISLAM HAS BECOME AN 
INCREASINGLY POWERFUL IMPERATIVE FOR MUSLIMS TO ACT TODAY. I BELIEVE 
THAT THIS COMPULSION TO ACT BECAUSE OF RELIGION CAN BE DIRECTED 
TOWARDS GOOD, TOWARDS PROGRESS, TOWARDS DEVELOPMENT. THIS IS 
SOMETHING THAT MALAYSIA HAS DEMONSTRATED, AND INTENDS TO CONTINUE 
PROVING, THROUGH ISLAM HADHARI OR AN APPROACH TOWARDS A PROGRESSIVE 
ISLAMIC CIVILISATION. IT IS AN APPROACH THAT VALUES SUBSTANCE AND NOT 
FORM, AND AN APPROACH THAT IS COMPATIBLE WITH MODERNITY, YET FIRMLY 
ROOTED IN THE NOBLE VALUES AND INJUNCTIONS OF ISLAM. FOR THOSE OF YOU 



WHO MAY HAVE HEARD ME SPEAK ON THE SUBJECT OF ISLAM HADHARI BEFORE, I 
HOPE YOU WILL NEVERTHELESS GRANT ME THE LIBERTY TO EXPOUND ON THE 
MATTER AS AN INTRODUCTION TO THE SUBJECT TODAY.  
 
 
4. ISLAM HADHARI IS AN APPROACH THAT EMPHASISES DEVELOPMENT, 
CONSISTENT WITH THE TENETS OF ISLAM, AND FOCUSES ON ENHANCING THE 
QUALITY OF LIFE. IT AIMS TO ACHIEVE THIS VIA THE MASTERY OF KNOWLEDGE; 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE NATION; THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF A DYNAMIC ECONOMIC, TRADING AND FINANCIAL SYSTEM; AND THE PURSUIT 
OF INTEGRATED AND BALANCED DEVELOPMENT TO DEVELOP PIOUS AND CAPABLE 
PEOPLE, WITH CARE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND PROTECTION OF THE WEAK AND 
DISADVANTAGED. 
 
 
5. ISLAM HADHARI IS NOT A NEW RELIGION. IT IS NOT A NEW TEACHING NOR IS 
IT A NEW MAZHAB OR DENOMINATION. ISLAM HADHARI IS AN EFFORT TO BRING 
THE UMMAH BACK TO BASICS, TO RETURN TO THE PRIMACY OF VALUES AND 
PRINCIPLES, AS PRESCRIBED IN THE QURAN AND THE HADITH THAT FORM THE 
FOUNDATION OF ISLAMIC CIVILISATION. ALLOW ME TO STATE THE TEN 
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF THIS APPROACH, WHICH MUSLIM COUNTRIES MUST 
DEMONSTRATE: 
 

I. FAITH AND PIETY IN ALLAH; 
II. A JUST AND TRUSTWORTHY GOVERNMENT; 

III. A FREE AND INDEPENDENT PEOPLE; 
IV. A VIGOROUS PURSUIT AND MASTERY OF KNOWLEDGE; 
V. BALANCED AND COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT; 

VI. A GOOD QUALITY OF LIFE FOR THE PEOPLE; 
VII. PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF MINORITY GROUPS AND WOMEN; 

VIII. CULTURAL AND MORAL INTEGRITY; 
IX. SAFEGUARDING NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE ENVIRONMENT; 
X. STRONG DEFENCE CAPABILITIES. 

 
 
6. IT IS IN LINE WITH THESE PRINCIPLES THAT OUR LAWS AND POLICIES IN 
MALAYSIA HAVE BEEN, AND CONTINUE TO BE, FORMULATED AND REVIEWED. IN 
ISLAM HADHARI THESE ARE LAWS AND POLICIES WHICH REPRESENT THE BEST 
INTEREST OF SOCIETY OR ‘MASLAHA’ – ALL MEMBERS OF SOCIETY, IRRESPECTIVE 
OF GENDER, ETHNICITY, RELIGION OR CULTURE. WOMEN RECEIVE A SPECIFIC 
MENTION IN THE TEN PRINCIPLES, BECAUSE MY ADMINISTRATION RECOGNISES 
THAT DESPITE LIVING IN AN AGE WHEN THE EMANCIPATION OF WOMEN HAS 
BECOME THE NORM IN MANY PARTS OF THE WORLD, THE RIGHTS OF ALL WOMEN 
BOTH MUSLIM AND THOSE OF OTHER FAITHS – A WHOLE HALF OF HUMANKIND – 
CONTINUE TO BE IGNORED IN MANY AREAS. IT IS MOST LAMENTABLE, THAT 
ALTHOUGH WOMEN ARE CERTAINLY NO MINORITY IN TERMS OF NUMBERS, THEY 
CANNOT BE SAID TO HAVE GAINED THE STATUS THAT THEY ARE ENTITLED TO, IN 
TERMS OF RIGHTS AND EQUALITY. 
 
 
 
 



 
7. IN MANY SOCIETIES TODAY, WOMEN ARE EDUCATED, WORK OUTSIDE THEIR 
HOMES, EARN THEIR OWN INCOMES, ENJOY SOCIAL MOBILITY, PARTICIPATE IN 
POLITICS AND PERFORM VARIOUS PUBLIC ROLES. THIS HAS PROVIDED WOMEN 
WITH GREATER CONTROL OVER THEIR OWN LIVES, ENHANCED THEIR ABILITY TO 
SHAPE THEIR OWN DESTINIES AND ENDOWED THEM WITH A SENSE OF SELF 
ESTEEM. MALAYSIA IS ONE OF THOSE COUNTRIES WHERE WOMEN HAVE 
UNDERGONE A QUIET REVOLUTION IN THE LAST FOUR DECADES OR SO. THE 
NUMBERS OF BOYS AND GIRLS ARE IN EFFECT EQUAL IN OUR SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS. IN PROFESSIONS LIKE ACCOUNTANCY AND LAW, FIGURES FOR 2004 
SHOW THAT WOMEN NOW MAKE UP MORE THAN FORTY PERCENT IN THOSE 
RESPECTIVE FIELDS, AND IN DISCIPLINES LIKE DENTISTRY, WOMEN ARE NOW THE 
MAJORITY WITH OVER FIFTY-FOUR PERCENT.  
 
 
8. IN MALAYSIA, AS ELSEWHERE, THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR IN THE 
EMANCIPATION OF WOMEN HAS BEEN EDUCATION. EVERY OTHER ACHIEVEMENT OF 
WOMEN IS DUE DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY TO EDUCATION. IT IS AN OFT-CITED 
FACT, AND ONE TO BE PROUD OF IN MANY WAYS, THAT TODAY, THERE ARE MORE 
FEMALES THAN MALES IN OUR INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING. THIS IS TRUE 
OF A NUMBER OF OTHER COUNTRIES, TOO. THERE IS NO REASON TO FEAR THE 
EMANCIPATION AND EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN. THE BETTER EDUCATED WOMEN 
ARE, THE GREATER THE POTENTIAL FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE FAMILY AS A 
SPIRITUALLY STABLE, ETHICALLY SOUND AND INTELLECTUALLY VIBRANT UNIT OF 
SOCIETY. WHEN WOMEN ARE ECONOMICALLY PRODUCTIVE, SOCIETY AS A WHOLE 
BECOMES ECONOMICALLY STRONGER AND MORE RESILIENT. WHEN WOMEN 
PARTICIPATE IN POLITICS AND SOCIETY, THE PRACTICE OF DEMOCRACY BECOMES 
MORE VIGOROUS AND THE PRINCIPLES OF GOOD GOVERNANCE ACQUIRE GREATER 
SOCIAL ACCEPTANCE. 
 
 
9. IT IS BECAUSE THE EMANCIPATION AND EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN IS 
BENEFICIAL TO HUMANKIND, THAT MANY RELIGIOUS PHILOSOPHIES RECOGNISE 
THE CONTRIBUTION THAT WOMEN CAN MAKE TO THE WELL-BEING OF SOCIETY – 
EVEN THOUGH IN PRACTICE THESE RELIGIONS MAY HAVE DEVIATED FROM THEIR 
OWN TEACHINGS. I WILL SPEAK HERE TODAY, FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF MY OWN 
RELIGION – WHICH IS FREQUENTLY LINKED TO INJUSTICES, REAL AND PERCEIVED, 
TO WOMEN. THE QUR’AN ACKNOWLEDGES THAT WHILE THERE ARE NONETHELESS 
PHYSIOLOGICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN, 
THEY ARE BOTH EQUAL IN THE EYES OF GOD. IN THE QUR’AN FOR INSTANCE, THE 
WOMAN – LIKE THE MAN — IS ELEVATED TO THE STATUS OF VICEGERENT OR 
KHALIFAH. IN THEIR EXERCISE OF RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES AS KHALIFAH, 
THE QURAN MAKES NO DISTINCTION BETWEEN FEMALE AND MALE. SURAH AL-
AHZAB, AYAT 35 STATES: 
 
“FOR MUSLIM MEN AND WOMEN, FOR BELIEVING MEN AND WOMEN, FOR DEVOUT 
MEN AND WOMEN, FOR TRUE MEN AND WOMEN, FOR MEN AND WOMEN WHO ARE 
PATIENT AND CONSTANT, FOR MEN AND WOMEN WHO HUMBLE THEMSELVES, FOR 
MEN AND WOMEN WHO GIVE IN CHARITY, FOR MEN AND WOMEN WHO FAST (AND 
DENY THEMSELVES), FOR MEN AND WOMEN WHO GUARD THEIR CHASTITY, AND 
FOR MEN AND WOMEN WHO ENGAGE MUCH IN ALLAH'S PRAISE, FOR THEM HAS 
ALLAH PREPARED FORGIVENESS AND GREAT REWARD” 



 
 
10. SINCE THE QUR’AN LIBERATED WOMEN FROM THEIR SUBSERVIENT STATUS IN 
PRE-ISLAMIC ARAB SOCIETY AND BESTOWED DIGNITY UPON THEM, IT IS NOT 
SURPRISING THAT WOMEN IN THE DAYS OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD (PEACE BE 
UPON HIM) AND IN THE EARLY DECADES OF ISLAM, PLAYED A MAJOR ROLE IN 
SHAPING THE NASCENT MUSLIM UMMAH. IT IS SIGNIFICANT THAT OUT OF THE 
FOUR MOST PERFECT WOMEN IN THE EYES OF ISLAM – MARYAM (THE MOTHER OF 
JESUS), KHADIJAH (THE PROPHET’S FIRST WIFE), AISHAH (ONE OF THE PROPHET’S 
WIVES) AND FATIMAH (THE PROPHET’S DAUGHTER AND WIFE OF THE FOURTH 
CALIPH, ALI IBN TALIB), THE LAST THREE WERE ALL ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN 
ECONOMIC, POLITICAL OR SOCIAL AFFAIRS.  
 
 
11. THIS TRADITION OF WOMEN SERVING THE PUBLIC GOOD HAS CONTINUED 
RIGHT THROUGH MUSLIM HISTORY. SINCE WE ARE IN THE HAJJ SEASON, IT IS 
WORTH REMEMBERING THAT IT WAS A WOMAN, ZUBAIDIYAH, THE WIFE OF THE 
GREAT ABBASSID CALIPH, HARUN AL-RASHID, WHO IMPROVED THE WATER SUPPLY 
SYSTEM IN MECCA. IT WAS SHE WHO INCREASED THE DEPTH OF THE WELL 
ZAMZAM AND DUG A WELL ON THE PLAIN OF ‘ARAFAT. AN AQUEDUCT WAS 
PLANNED TO BRING WATER INTO THE CITY FROM SPRINGS TWELVE MILES AWAY. 
  
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
 
 
12. IN SPITE OF ALL THIS, AND IN SPITE OF BEING ADHERENTS OF A FAITH THAT 
WE BELIEVE TO BE JUST AND FAIR, A FAITH THAT PROMOTES THE EQUALITY OF 
WOMEN, WE ARE FORCED TO CONFRONT A REALITY WHERE BASE PREJUDICE HAS 
BEEN VEILED BY RELIGION, ALLOWING GENDER DISCRIMINATION TO BE 
REGARDED AS A NORM IN MOST SOCIETIES. WHILE PATRIARCHY EXISTS IN MANY 
PLACES THROUGHOUT THE GLOBE, ISLAM IN PARTICULAR HAS BEEN USED BY 
MANY AS APPARENT JUSTIFICATION FOR RELEGATING WOMEN TO A LESSER ROLE. 
AS SUCH, GIVEN THE IMPORTANCE ACCORDED TO WOMEN IN ISLAM AND IN 
MUSLIM HISTORY, IT IS BEFITTING THAT A MUSLIM COUNTRY LIKE MALAYSIA 
SHOULD REGARD PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN AS ONE OF THE 
PRINCIPLES OF ISLAM HADHARI. 
 
 
13. IN ADDITION, GIVEN THAT ISLAM HADHARI VIEWS ISLAM FROM A 
CIVILISATIONAL PERSPECTIVE, THE PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN IN 
ISLAM HADHARI IS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE IMPORTANT ROLE THAT 
WOMEN HAVE PLAYED IN THE SHAPING OF ISLAMIC CIVILISATION, AND INDEED, 
OF HUMAN CIVILISATION AS A WHOLE. TO APPRECIATE THE PRINCIPLE OF THE 
RIGHTS OF WOMEN IN ISLAM HADHARI, ONE HAS TO READ THE PRINCIPLE IN 
CONJUNCTION WITH ALL THE OTHER NINE PRINCIPLES IN ISLAM HADHARI, 
PARTICULARLY THE PRINCIPLES ABOUT JUSTICE AND THE PURSUIT OF 
KNOWLEDGE. 
 
 
14. ACKNOWLEDGING THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN IN ISLAM HADHARI IN ITSELF IS NO 
GUARANTEE THAT THEIR POSITION WOULD IMPROVE, OR THAT THE GRIEVANCES 
THAT THEY HAVE WILL BE RESOLVED. ALL WOMEN IN MALAYSIA FACE SEVERAL 



CHALLENGES, NONE OF WHICH WILL BE EASY TO OVERCOME. THERE APPEAR TO BE 
ELEMENTS WITHIN OUR SOCIETY WHO ARE UNCOMFORTABLE WITH THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN. THEY TRY TO OBSTRUCT THE PROGRESS OF WOMEN 
THROUGH BARRIERS AND STRICTURES LEGITIMISED IN THE NAME OF RELIGION 
OR CULTURE. IT IS NOT THE RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLE OR CULTURAL VALUE THEY CITE 
WHICH IS THE PROBLEM. IT IS THE WAY IN WHICH IT IS MISINTERPRETED AND 
MISAPPLIED THAT CAUSES PROBLEMS FOR WOMEN AND, BY EXTENSION, FOR 
SOCIETY. 
 
 
15. MOST OF THE TIME, IT IS MEN – CERTAIN RELIGIOUS THEOLOGIANS FROM 
DIFFERENT FAITHS – WHO ARE COMMONLY RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS 
MISINTERPRETATION AND MISAPPLICATION OF RELIGIOUS PRINCIPLES. BUT SOME 
WOMEN, TOO, CANNOT ENTIRELY ABSOLVE THEMSELVES OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
THEIR LOT. SHALLOW CONTENTMENT AND COMPLACENCY PREVENT US ALL FROM 
ACHIEVING OUR FULL POTENTIAL, LET ALONE SCALE THE GREATER HEIGHTS THAT 
WE OFTEN DECLARE AS AN OBJECTIVE. THIS IS WHY ISLAM HADHARI RECOGNISES 
THAT RE-EDUCATION AND RELIGIOUS REFORM, INCLUDING EDUCATION AND 
REFORM IN THE AREAS OF GENDER SENSITISATION ACROSS THE BOARD, 
INCREASED AWARENESS OF THE LEGITIMATE RIGHTS AND ASPIRATIONS OF 
WOMEN, IS AN OBJECTIVE THAT WE MUST SET OUT TO ACHIEVE. 
 
 
16. I BELIEVE THE BIGGEST STUMBLING BLOCK TO WOMEN’S PROGRESS AND 
DEVELOPMENT IN THE AREA OF RIGHTS AND EQUALITY, RELATE TO MIND-SETS 
AND ATTITUDES TOWARDS WOMEN. SUCH MIND-SETS AND ATTITUDES ARE IN 
FACT COMMON ACROSS MANY CULTURES AND FAITHS HERE IN ASIA, AND ALSO IN 
THE SO-CALLED DEVELOPED WORLD IN THE WEST. A MULTI-ETHNIC AND MULTI-
RELIGIOUS COUNTRY LIKE MALAYSIA MUST RECOGNISE AND PROTECT THE RIGHTS 
OF ALL ITS PEOPLE, WOMEN INCLUDED, AND MOST CERTAINLY WOMEN OF OTHER 
FAITHS, BE THEY A MINORITY. THERE IS NO TOLERANCE IN MY ADMINISTRATION 
FOR DISCRIMINATION AND PREJUDICE AGAINST ANY RELIGIOUS GROUP. I AM 
EVER MINDFUL THAT WHILE I AM A MUSLIM, I AM ALSO A LEADER OF ALL 
MALAYSIANS – WHATEVER THEIR FAITH. 
 
 
17. IT IS NEVERTHELESS IMPORTANT IN MALAYSIA’S CONTEXT TO ADDRESS THE 
SPECIFIC ISSUE OF ISLAM AND WOMEN. ENSURING THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN WILL 
REQUIRE REFORM AND RENEWAL IN ISLAMIC THOUGHT. I HAVE ALWAYS BELIEVED 
THAT BY OPENING UP THE DISCURSIVE SPACE IN THE MUSLIM WORLD, WE ENRICH 
OUR INTELLECTUAL TRADITION AND DIRECTLY CHALLENGE THE EXTREMIST 
DOCTRINES THAT ISLAM HAS BECOME SYNONYMOUS WITH OVER THE LAST FEW 
YEARS. WHILE WE RECOGNISE THAT RITUALS ARE IMPORTANT, THAT THE WRITTEN 
WORD OF THE QURAN IS SACRED, WE ALSO BELIEVE THAT AS MUSLIMS WE MUST 
UNDERSTAND THE SPIRIT AND ULTIMATE OBJECTIVES OF OUR RELIGION. 
 
 
18. IN THE PAST, AND MOST REGRETTABLY SOME INSTANCES IN PRESENT DAY, 
SHARIAH FOR EXAMPLE, HAS BEEN SUBJECTED TO SOCIO-POLITICAL INFLUENCES 
RESULTING IN LAWS BEARING THE NAME OF ISLAM, BUT IN FACT RUN WHOLLY 
AGAINST THE SPIRIT AND PRINCIPLES OF THE FAITH. I HAVE STATED ON MANY 
OCCASIONS THAT THE RENEWAL OF ISLAMIC THOUGHT MUST BE AN ONGOING 
PROCESS – ENSURING THE UNIVERSALITY OF THE MESSAGE, ITS PLURALISM AND 



DIVERSITY, AND NOT BE OSSIFIED AND FOSSILISED BY BLIND IMITATION OF 
TRADITIONAL THOUGHT AND OPINION.  
 
 
19. IN THIS REGARD, I HAVE REPEATEDLY CALLED FOR THE RELEVANCE OF 
CONTEMPORARY IJTIHAD, WHICH IS THE EFFORT A MUSLIM JURIST OR SCHOLAR 
MAKES IN ORDER TO DEDUCE A LAW OR OPINION, NOT SELF-EVIDENT FROM THE 
SOURCES OF THE SHARIAH. THE PROBLEMS THAT CONTEMPORARY MUSLIM 
SOCIETIES ARE CONFRONTED WITH TODAY ARE NOT THE PROBLEMS OF THE 6TH 
CENTURY, AND THE SOLUTIONS WE NEED TODAY DO NOT LIE WITH THE NOTION 
OF A SHARIAH PURPORTEDLY FINAL AND COMPLETE FOURTEEN HUNDRED YEARS 
AGO – PARTICULARLY IN THE CASE OF WOMEN. THE NOTION THAT THE ISLAMIC 
CONCEPT OF LAW IS ABSOLUTE AND HENCE IMMUTABLE, HAS RESULTED IN 
INTELLECTUAL INERTIA AMONG SOME SCHOLARS – NOTICEABLY ON THE SUBJECT 
OF WOMEN AND SADLY, IN A CONTINUED INJUSTICE TOWARDS THEM. 
 
 
20. IN SHORT, ISLAM HADHARI SEEKS TO DEVELOP AN UNDERSTANDING OF ISLAM 
THAT IS AUTHENTIC AND ROOTED WITHIN THE TRADITION, YET HUMANE, JUST 
AND COMPASSIONATE, WITHOUT EXCEPTION. UNDER ISLAM HADHARI, GOD-
WILLING, WOMEN WILL NOT FEEL THAT STATEMENTS DESCRIBING ISLAM AS A 
RELIGION OF JUSTICE AND MERCY IN REALITY ONLY SPEAK TO WOMEN WITH MANY 
EXCEPTIONS – INADVERTENTLY OR OTHERWISE. WOMEN, EMPOWERED THROUGH 
ISLAM HADHARI, IT IS HOPED, WILL BE THE TRAIL BLAZERS OF THIS NEW 
APPROACH TO THE RELIGION. 
 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
 
 
21. IN OUR CONTINUED EFFORTS TO ENSURE THAT MALAYSIA WILL BE A 
PLATFORM FOR A THRIVING ISLAM AND REMAIN AN ONGOING TESTAMENT TO THE 
TRUTH THAT ISLAM EMBRACES PROGRESS AND MODERNITY, WOMEN’S RIGHTS 
CANNOT BE IGNORED. IN OUR GOAL TO BUILD A KNOWLEDGE SOCIETY, A PEOPLE 
CAPABLE OF FACING THE CHALLENGES OF GLOBALISATION AND COMPETITION, 
WOMEN’S RIGHTS CANNOT BE IGNORED. IN OUR STATED OBJECTIVES OF 
BECOMING A PROGRESSIVE, INDUSTRIALISED NATION BY THE YEAR 2020, 
WOMEN’S RIGHTS CANNOT BE IGNORED. AND IN OUR QUEST FOR EXCELLENCE, 
GLORY AND DISTINCTION, FOR OURSELVES AND FOR MALAYSIA, WOMEN’S RIGHTS 
CERTAINLY CANNOT BE IGNORED.  
 
 
22. MY ADMINISTRATION UNDERSTANDS THAT WHILE WOMEN IN MALAYSIA HAVE 
COME A LONG WAY, MANY ISSUES AND INJUSTICES REMAIN. NUMBERS OF WOMEN 
IN DECISION-MAKING POSITIONS BOTH IN GOVERNMENT AND THE PRIVATE 
SECTOR REMAIN RELATIVELY LOW. OF ALL WOMEN, ONLY FORTY-SEVEN PERCENT 
ARE IN THE WORKFORCE AND MANY SECTORS SEE ALMOST NEGLIGIBLE NUMBERS 
AS COMPARED TO MEN. VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IS STILL A PROBLEM AND 
MORE NEEDS TO BE DONE IN TERMS OF PREVENTIVE MEASURES IN ADDITION TO 
PUNITIVE ACTION. WE ARE TAKING TANGIBLE STEPS TOWARDS THE PROGRESS 
AND DEVELOPMENT OF WOMEN IN A BROAD SPECTRUM OF AREAS. WE ARE 
WORKING TO ADDRESS SOME LONG-STANDING CONCERNS OF WOMEN, 
ESPECIALLY WITH REGARDS TO EQUALITY IN THE WORKPLACE AND WITHIN THE 



COURT SYSTEMS. THE FIRST CABINET COMMITTEE ON GENDER EQUALITY HAS 
BEEN CONVENED, CHAIRED BY ME, AND HAS MADE GOOD PROGRESS. 
 
 
23. WHILE MY GOVERNMENT CONTINUES WITH THESE AND OTHER EFFORTS, IT IS 
MY HOPE THAT INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS W.I.M. WILL CONTINUE TO PLAY A ROLE IN 
THE DEVELOPMENT AND EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN. EMPOWERING WOMEN 
THROUGH EDUCATION AND ENCOURAGING THE CHANGE OF BIGOTED AND 
DOGMATIC MIND-SETS IS A TASK WHICH CANNOT BE BORNE BY THE GOVERNMENT 
ALONE. WE ALL HAVE A ROLE, AND EVEN MORE SO AN INSTITUTION SUCH AS 
THIS, AS A PROMOTER OF PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN MEN AND WOMEN FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMMUNITY. I ALSO HOPE THAT THIS LECTURE SERIES CAN 
CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS EXPANDING THE DISCOURSE ON THE SUBJECT OF 
EDUCATION AND REFORM AS A WHOLE, WITH REGARD TO ISSUES AFFECTING 
WOMEN AND LEADERSHIP SPECIFICALLY, WHILST GIVING ROOM TO OTHER 
CONTEMPORARY ISSUES, BOTH LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL. 
 
 
24. WHEN THE HISTORY OF THE 21ST CENTURY IS RECORDED, LET MALAYSIA BE 
MENTIONED IN THE CONTEXT OF NOT ONLY PROGRESS AND ACHIEVEMENT FOR 
THE COUNTRY, BUT ALSO THE ADVANCEMENT, EMPOWERMENT AND EMANCIPATION 
OF WOMEN. I BELIEVE THIS TO BE A GOAL THAT WE CAN ALL ASPIRE TO AND 
ACHIEVE. LET US THEREFORE NOT SHIRK FROM THE TRUST AND RESPONSIBILITY 
PLACED UPON US. LET US ALWAYS BE READY TO TAKE THE BOLD AND BRAVE 
STEPS NECESSARY TO BUILD A JUST AND EQUAL WORLD, FOR ALL WOMEN AND 
MEN. 
 
 
 
THANK YOU. 
 


