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EXCELLENCIES,
DISTINGUISHED GUESTS,

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.

WE MEET AT A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN THE REGIONAL HISTORY OF EAST ASIA AND IN
THE CONTINENTAL HISTORY OF ASIA. TODAY'S NEWS AND EVENTS - A SURFEIT OF
DRAMA AND INTRIGUE, PERCEPTION AND DECEPTION, REAL AND IMAGINED - HAVE
NOT BEEN SEEN IN EAST ASIA OVER THE LAST TWO DECADES.

2. THIS IS IN PART A RESULT OF MANOEUVRES AND STRATAGEMS NOT UNCOMMON
IN THE GAME OF NATIONS. IN LARGER PART, IT IS THE RESULT OF THE RISE OF
NEW OPPORTUNITIES, NEW POSSIBILITIES, NEW HOPES, NEW FEARS, NEW
DREAMS, NEW POLITICAL FORCES AND NEW MINDSETS ON THE PART OF SOME KEY
ACTORS.

3. AT THIS PIVOTAL MOMENT, SPEAKING AS AN EAST ASIAN, LET ME MAKE THE
VERY STRONGEST PLEA FOR UNCOMMON SENSE AND SENSIBILITY. IF EVER THERE
WAS A TIME FOR OUTSTANDING HISTORIC STATESMANSHIP IN EAST ASIA, THE
TIME IS NOW.

4. FOR ASIA, AS FOR EAST ASIA, IT IS CRITICALLY IMPORTANT THAT WE DO NOT
NOW TAKE THE WRONG TURN. IT IS CRITICALLY IMPORTANT THAT WE DO NOT
NOW VENTURE DOWN THE WRONG ROAD. IT IS CRITICALLY IMPORTANT THAT WE
ARE NOT LED UP THE GARDEN PATH AND THAT WE DO NOT SKID DOWN THE
SLIPPERY SLOPE TO OBLIVION - TO THE RETURN OF ANOTHER KIND OF HISTORY:
WHEN ASIA WAS IN ITS DARK AGES, GIVEN UP FOR LOST, IMPOVERISHED AND IN
DESPAIR, WHEN WE WERE DIVIDED AND CARVED UP, AND EASILY SLICED LIKE A
MELON, AT THE WHIM AND FANCY OF OTHERS.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

5. AT THIS PIVOTAL MOMENT, THERE IS A CRITICAL NEED FOR THE CLEAREST OF
STRATEGIC VISION AND THE DEEPEST OF STRATEGIC THINKING.



6. | BELIEVE THAT ALL STRATEGIC VISION AND THOUGHT MUST FLOW FROM A
CLEAR CONCEPTION OF ULTIMATE OBJECTIVES. MALAYSIANS HAVE LITTLE
PROBLEM WITH REGARD TO THE SOCIETY THAT WE MUST BECOME, AND THE
REGIONAL AND SUPER-REGIONAL COMMUNITIES WE MUST DILIGENTLY BUILD IN
THE DECADES AND GENERATIONS TO COME. OUR COURSE WAS WELL SET MANY
YEARS AGO, AND WE ARE WELL ON TRACK.

7. BY THE YEAR 2020, MALAYSIA MUST BE A COMPREHENSIVELY DEVELOPED
COUNTRY - DEVELOPED ECONOMICALLY, DEVELOPED POLITICALLY, DEVELOPED
SOCIALLY AND CULTURALLY, PROGRESSIVE AND CARING.

8. OUR FOUR DECADES-OLD TRADITIONAL DOCTRINE OF SECURITY AND DEFENCE
TELLS US THAT WE CANNOT PROTECT WHATEVER WE ACHIEVE AT HOME UNLESS
WE ENSURE THAT OUR HOME RESIDES IN A SAFE NEIGHBOURHOOD. WE CANNOT
BE SECURE UNLESS OUR COUNTRY LIVES WITHIN A SOUTHEAST ASIAN
COMMUNITY OF PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP, SOMETHING WE HAVE BEEN DEVOTED TO
BUILDING FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS. THIS EXPLAINS OUR DEEP COMMITMENT TO
THE CREATION OF THE ASEAN SECURITY COMMUNITY - THE A.S.C. - THAT ALL
ASEAN COUNTRIES AGREED TO IN THE BALI CONCORD I1 IN INDONESIA IN
OCTOBER 2003.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

9. WE ALSO BELIEVE THAT MALAYSIA CANNOT PROSPER ECONOMICALLY, THAT WE
CANNOT ACCOMPLISH THE 2020 ECONOMIC GOALS TO WHICH WE ARE DEDICATED,
UNLESS WE RESIDE IN A SOUTHEAST ASIAN COMMUNITY OF RAPID GROWTH AND
PROSPERITY. THIS IS WHY WE ARE COMMITTED TO THE DOCTRINE OF “PROSPER
THY NEIGHBOUR”. THIS IS WHY WE ABHOR THE IMPULSE OF “BEGGAR THY
NEIGHBOUR”. THIS IS WHY WE ARE DEEPLY COMMITTED TO THE CREATION OF THE
A.E.C., THE ASEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY.

10. WE ALSO BELIEVE THAT IN ORDER FOR US TO ACHIEVE OUR OBJECTIVE OF
BECOMING A FULLY PROGRESSIVE SOCIETY WE MUST BE VERY MUCH A PART OF A
REGION THAT IS MODERNISING AND PROGRESSING AT GREAT SPEED. THIS IS
WHY WE ARE DEEPLY COMMITTED TO THE CREATION OF THE A.S.C.C., THE ASEAN
SOCIO-CULTURAL COMMUNITY.

11. OF COURSE WE KNOW THAT THE NATION STATE IS THE PRIMARY ENGINE FOR
ADVANCEMENT AND PROGRESS. NO-ONE CAN DO TO US ANYTHING WORSE THAN
WHAT WE ARE CAPABLE OF DOING TO OURSELVES. NO-ONE CAN DO FOR US WHAT
WE MUST DO FOR OURSELVES, WITHIN OUR OWN DOMESTIC BORDERS.
FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE CANNOT COME FROM EXTERNAL PRESSURE. IT MUST COME
FROM OUR OWN HEARTS, FROM OUR OWN DETERMINATION AND FROM OUR OWN
ENERGIES. BUT WE MUST ENSURE THAT WE LIVE SECURELY IN AN ASEAN
COMMUNITY THAT FOSTERS PEACE, PROSPERITY AND PROGRESS; AND WE MUST



ENSURE THAT OUR ASEAN COMMUNITY LIVES SECURELY AND IS NURTURED
WITHIN A WIDER EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY OF PEACE, PROSPERITY AND
PROGRESS. WE MUST BUILD THE WIDE AND WIDER COMMUNITIES THAT WILL
NURTURE AND NOURISH US.

12. LET NO-ONE MISUNDERSTAND. FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE, FOR THE
NATIONS OF SOUTHEAST ASIA, THE VERY HIGHEST PRIORITY MUST BE GIVEN TO
RAPIDLY BUILDING THE ASEAN COMMUNITY OF PEACE, PROSPERITY AND
PROGRESS. AS FAR AS THE EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY OF PEACE, PROSPERITY AND
PROGRESS IS CONCERNED, THERE WILL BE TIMES WHEN IT MUST AND WILL
COMMAND THE VERY HIGHEST PRIORITY. THERE WILL OF COURSE ALSO BE
OCCASIONS WHEN PROMOTING WIDER ASIAN COOPERATION AND INTEGRATION -
IN AN EVER WIDENING NEIGHBOURHOOD OF ASEAN - COOPERATION WILL COME
TO THE FORE.

13. THE CENTRAL ISSUE | WOULD LIKE TO STRESS IS THAT OUR COMMUNITY-
BUILDING AND INTEGRATION EFFORTS WILL COVER MANY GEOGRAPHICAL
REGIONS AND SUB-REGIONS. NO MAJOR CHAMPION OF REGIONALISM AND
REGIONAL INTEGRATION IN ASIA CAN BE EXPECTED TO CONCENTRATE ON
PURSUING THE SINGULAR, “HEROIC”, “ASIAN” PROJECT, TO THE EXCLUSION OF
EVERYTHING ELSE.

14. THE COURSE OF ASIAN INTEGRATION WILL ALSO BE MULTI-DIMENSIONAL. IT
CANNOT BE EXPECTED TO BE CONFINED ONLY TO TRADE, OR EVEN NARROWER
STILL, TO FREE TRADE AREAS, AGREEMENTS AND REGIMES.

15. AND THE COURSE OF ASIAN REGIONAL INTEGRATION WILL UNAVOIDABLY BE
MULTI-LAYERED. THIS IS BECAUSE, ESPECIALLY IN THE ECONOMIC REALM, THE
REAL MOVERS AND SHAKERS, BUILDERS, ENGINEERS AND INTEGRATORS WILL NOT
BE GOVERNMENTS BUT IMPORTERS AND EXPORTERS, TOUR OPERATORS AND
SHIPPING AGENTS, AIRLINE COMPANIES, CIVIL SOCIETY AND MEDIA
ORGANISATIONS, THE TRANSNATIONAL CORPORATIONS OF ASIA, AUSTRALASIA,
THE AMERICAS, EUROPE, AND THE ENTERPRISES - SMALL, LARGE AND GIGANTIC -
FROM EVERY PART OF THE WORLD. THE BEST THING FOR EAST ASIAN
GOVERNMENTS TO DO IS TO RECOGNIZE THESE REALITIES AND AVOID CREATING
ANY BARRIERS OR OBSTACLES.

16. TO SUMMARISE: | BELIEVE IT IS CLEAR THAT THE COURSE OF ASIAN
ECONOMIC INTEGRATION SHOULD AND WILL PROCEED ON A WIDE FRONT. IT WILL
BE MULTI-DIMENSIONAL AND MULTI-LAYERED. THE CONTINUING DYNAMISM OF
THE ASEAN COUNTRIES AND THE COMMITMENT OF THE PLUS THREE COUNTRIES
TO ASIAN ECONOMIC INTEGRATION WILL BE CRUCIAL . ALL THIS IS TO THE GOOD
OF ALL.



LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

17. SO MUCH LIES IN THE YEARS AND DECADES AHEAD. BUT LET ME NOW TURN TO
A MATTER OF MUCH GREATER IMMEDIACY: THE SUBJECT OF BUILDING THE EAST
ASIAN COMMUNITY OF PEACE, PROSPERITY AND PROGRESS, A JOINT VENTURE
THAT IS NOW WELL ON ITS WAY; AND THE SUBJECT OF THE HOLDING OF THE
FIRST EAST ASIAN SUMMIT IN DECEMBER IN KUALA LUMPUR.

18. AS YOU ALL KNOW, THE FIRST ASEAN+3 SUMMIT WAS HELD IN KUALA LUMPUR
IN 1997. THE ASEAN+3 SUMMIT THAT WILL BRING TOGETHER THE LEADERS OF
ASEAN, CHINA, JAPAN AND SOUTH KOREA IN KUALA LUMPUR IN DECEMBER THIS
YEAR WILL BE THE NINTH ASEAN+3 SUMMIT. IT WILL NOT BE THE SECOND OR THE
THIRD OR THE FOURTH OR THE FIFTH. IT WILL BE THE NINTH.

19. OVER THE LONG AND SOMETIMES DIFFICULT YEARS, WE HAVE DEVELOPED NOT
ONE, NOT TWO, BUT NO FEWER THAN FORTY-EIGHT (48) ASEAN+3 MEETINGS AND
PROCESSES.

20. AT THE MINISTERIAL LEVEL, ASEAN+3 MINISTERS ALREADY MEET REGULARLY
TO DISCUSS:

= EAST ASIAN POLITICAL AND SECURITY COOPERATION;

= EAST ASIAN ECONOMIC, TRADE AND INVESTMENT COOPERATION;

= EAST ASIAN FINANCE AND MACROECONOMIC SURVEILLANCE COOPERATION;
= EAST ASIAN AGRICULTURE, FISHERY AND FORESTRY COOPERATION;
= EAST ASIAN ENERGY COOPERATION;

= EAST ASIAN ENVIRONMENT COOPERATION;

= EAST ASIAN TOURISM COOPERATION;

= EAST ASIAN COOPERATION REGARDING TRANSNATIONAL CRIMES;

= EAST ASIAN HEALTH COOPERATION;

= EAST ASIAN LABOUR COOPERATION;

= EAST ASIAN CULTURE AND ARTS COOPERATION;

= EAST ASIAN I.C.T. COOPERATION;

= EAST ASIAN SOCIAL WELFARE COOPERATION.

21. AT THE LOWER SENIOR OFFICIALS LEVEL, THE ASEAN+3 HAVE ALSO
ESTABLISHED ADDITIONAL PROCESSES FOR EAST ASIAN COOPERATION, NAMELY:

= ON YOUTH ISSUES;
= ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY; AND
» RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND POVERTY ERADICATION.



22. | HAVE LISTED ALL THESE WELL-ESTABLISHED ASEAN+3 PROCESSES, FIRSTLY,
BECAUSE ALL THOSE WHO ONLY SEE DOLLAR SIGNS AND “MAKING MONEY”
POSSIBILITIES IN THEIR ENTHUSIASM FOR VERY ACTIVE, DIRECT PARTICIPATION
IN THE EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY-BUILDING PROCESS, SHOULD HAVE A CLEARER
IDEA OF WHAT THEY ARE GETTING THEMSELVES INTO. MANY HAVE ABSOLUTELY
NO IDEA. MANY SEEM TO HAVE DEVELOPED CLEAR CALCULATIONS ON WHAT THEY
CAN TAKE AWAY FROM THE EAST ASIAN TABLE. BUT MANY HAVE DEVOTED NO
THOUGHT ON WHAT THEY CAN BRING TO THE EAST ASIAN TABLE.

23. THEY ARE CLEARLY PREPARED FOR THE PRIVILEGES OF PARTICIPATION. BUT
HAVE THEY GIVEN THE NECESSARY THOUGHT TO THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF
PARTICIPATION?. AND ARE THEY PREPARED FOR THE LONG HAUL?.

24. EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY BUILDING MUST BE PATIENTLY BUILT OVER
GENERATIONS. THIS MULTI-GENERATIONAL PROCESS SHOULD NOT BE IN THE
HANDS OF PASSING FADS AND FANCIES; IT IS NOT AN OPPORTUNITY TO BE
GRASPED TODAY, WHEN “MONEY MAKING” PROSPECTS LOOM LARGE, TO BE
FORGOTTEN TOMORROW, WHEN THE GRASS IS NOWHERE QUITE AS GREEN AS
FIRST ASSUMED.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

25. | HAVE ALSO LISTED ALL THE ALREADY WELL-ESTABLISHED ASEAN+3
PROCESSES BECAUSE HAVING GONE SO FAR, IT SEEMS EXTREMELY SILLY TO WIPE
THE ENTIRE SLATE CLEAN AND TO GO BACK TO THE VERY BEGINNING. WE SHOULD
ALSO NOT DO THE DANCE OF CHA-CHA, GOING FORWARD AND BACKWARD ON THE
SAME SPOT. IT MAKES NO SENSE TO GO BACK TO SQUARE ONE, ESPECIALLY SINCE
EVERYONE AGREES THAT WE HAVE BEEN ON THE RIGHT TRACK. AN EAST ASIAN
COMMUNITY IS DEVELOPING RATHER WELL, WHICH IS WHY SO MANY COUNTRIES
FROM SO MANY CONTINENTS ARE SO INSISTENT ON GETTING ON BOARD THE EAST
ASIAN TRAIN, AND NONE OF US ALREADY ON BOARD WANT TO GET OFF.

26. BUT LET ME BACK-TRACK A LITTLE. AS YOU WELL KNOW, IN DECEMBER 1998,
ON THE INITIATIVE OF PRESIDENT KIM DAE-JUNG, THE ASEAN+3 SUMMIT
ESTABLISHED THE E.A.V.G. (THE EAST ASIA VISION GROUP), CONSISTING OF
PROMINENT EAST ASIAN INTELLECTUALS, WHO WERE GIVEN THE RESPONSIBILITY
OF CHARTING A VISION FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF COOPERATION AND
INTEGRATION IN EAST ASIA. THE EAST ASIA STUDY GROUP, CONSISTING OF
ASEAN+3 GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, WAS SET UP IN MARCH 2001 TO REVIEW THE
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE EAST ASIA VISION GROUP.

27. IN THE VERY FIRST PARAGRAPH OF THEIR REPORT, THE EAST ASIA VISION
GROUP ENUNCIATED THE VISION OF “AN EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY OF PEACE,
PROSPERITY AND PROGRESS BASED ON THE FULL DEVELOPMENT OF ALL PEOPLES
IN THE REGION”. THE LEADERS OF THE ASEAN+3 ENDORSED AND SUPPORTED
THIS VISION, FOLLOWING ON THE ENDORSEMENT AND SUPPORT OF THE INTER-



GOVERNMENTAL EAST ASIA STUDY GROUP. AS YOU WILL HAVE NOTED, | TOO
ENDORSE AND FULLY SUPPORT THIS VISION.

28. THE EAST ASIA STUDY GROUP IN ITS REPORT STATED: “THE E.A.S.G. IS OF THE
OPINION THAT THE ASEAN+3 FRAMEWORK REMAINS THE ONLY CREDIBLE AND
REALISTIC VEHICLE TO ADVANCE THE FORM AND SUBSTANCE OF REGIONAL CO-
OPERATION IN EAST ASIA”. | FULLY CONCUR.

29. IN ADDITION, LET ME PLACE ON RECORD MY APPRECIATION FOR THE GOOD
AND SENSIBLE WORK DONE IN TOKYO ALMOST EXACTLY A MONTH AGO BY THE
“WORKING GROUP ON OVERALL ARCHITECTURE OF COMMUNITY BUILDING IN EAST
ASIA” UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF N.E.A.T. JAPAN.

30. THIS WORKING GROUP OF N.E.A.T. ( WHICH STANDS FOR NETWORK OF EAST
ASIAN THINK-TANKS) UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED THE VIEW THAT “THE PRIMARY
VEHICLE FOR THE BUILDING OF THE EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY SHOULD BE THE
ASEAN+3 PROCESS”. THERE WAS ALSO FULL CONSENSUS THAT THE EAST ASIA
SUMMIT WOULD NOT BE AN ORGANISATION BUT A FORUM, WHICH SHOULD BE THE
VEHICLE FOR ASEAN+3’S ENGAGEMENT WITH OTHER COUNTRIES.

31. THE WORKING GROUP OF N.E.A.T FURTHER SUGGESTED THAT WHILE EAST
ASIA COMMUNITY-BUILDING WOULD BE THE WORK OF THE ASEAN+3 SUMMIT AND
THE ASEAN+3 PROCESSES, THE EAST ASIA SUMMIT SHOULD BE THE VEHICLE
THROUGH WHICH ASEAN+3 CARRY OUT DIALOGUE WITH OTHER COUNTRIES; AND
THROUGH WHICH ASEAN+3 CONTRIBUTES TO THEM AND THEY CONTRIBUTE TO
ASEAN+3. | BELIEVE IT WOULD BE WORTHWHILE FOR GOVERNMENTS TO TAKE
INTO ACCOUNT THIS VIEW OF THE THINK-TANKS OF EAST ASIA, WHICH WORKED
UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF N.E.A.T. JAPAN.

32. | BELIEVE THAT IT WOULD BE SENSIBLE TO PREVENT AN OVERLAP OF THE
MISSION AND WORK PROGRAMME OF THE TWO PROCESSES. FOR INSTANCE, THE
ASEAN+3 SUMMIT CAN TAKE CHARGE OF THE PROCESS OF BUILDING THE EAST
ASIAN COMMUNITY OF PEACE, PROSPERITY AND PROGRESS. THE EAST ASIA
SUMMIT, ON THE OTHER HAND, COULD CONCENTRATE ON HOW EAST ASIA CAN
CONTRIBUTE TO THE WORLD AND HOW THE REST OF THE WORLD CAN
PARTICIPATE IN THE GROWTH AND PROSPERITY OF EAST ASIA, SO THAT WE CAN
ALL PROSPER TOGETHER.

33. THE AGENDA FOR THE KUALA LUMPUR EAST ASIA SUMMIT COULD BE A VERY
EXCITING ONE* IT COULD RANGE FROM CURRENCY, ENERGY AND GLOBAL GROWTH
ISSUES TO OUR COMMON STRUGGLE ON TERRORISM TO ‘HOW WE CAN ERADICATE
ABJECT POVERTY’ AND BECOME THE FIRST DEVELOPING-COUNTRY REGION IN THE
WORLD TO ACHIEVE THE MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS, AND TO HOW WE
CAN ENHANCE OUR CAPACITY FOR ASIAN ECONOMIC INTEGRATION THROUGH THE
DEVELOPMENT OF BASIC ECONOMIC INFRASTRUCTURE WHICH INCLUDES SUPER-
HIGHWAYS AND SUPER-RAILWAYS LINKING AND BINDING OUR EAST ASIAN
COMMUNITY. THIS COULD COME IN THE FORM OF AN ASIAN INFRASTRUCTURE



DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE OR A.1.D.1.* OF COURSE, AN IDEA SUCH AS THIS
WOULD REQUIRE US TO TAP WHATEVER RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO US. ON THIS, |
AM HEARTENED BY THE FACT THAT ASIA IS ON THE MOVE — ITS SELF-CONFIDENCE
BOOSTED BY STRONG AND SUSTAINABLE INCOME GROWTH AND BALANCE OF
PAYMENTS SURPLUSES. MORE SIGNIFICANTLY, ASIA’S SAVINGS IN FOREIGN
EXCHANGE RESERVES ARE RISING AND INDEED SURPASSING NATIONALLY SET
BENCHMARKS. THE ADB RECENTLY REPORTED THAT ASIAN CENTRAL BANKS TODAY
CONTROL MORE THAN TWO-THIRDS OF GLOBAL FOREIGN EXCHANGE RESERVES,
THE AGGREGATE HELD BEING IN EXCESS OF US$2.5 TRILLION. A FRACTION OF
OUR SAVINGS COULD BE UTILISED TO ACHIEVE THIS PURPOSE. THIS IS A MATTER
THAT CAN BE PURSUED FURTHER THROUGH THE ASEAN PROCESS.

34. IT IS MALAYSIA’S PREFERENCE, OF COURSE, THAT THE AGENDA FOR KUALA
LUMPUR BE DETERMINED NOT BY MALAYSIA ALONE BUT MULTILATERALLY, ON THE
BASIS OF CONSENSUS AND COMFORTABLE AGREEMENT, WITHOUT HEAVY-
HANDEDNESS, PRESSURE OR PREJUDICE.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

35. WITH REGARD TO THE EAST ASIA SUMMIT, | AM GLAD TO SEE THAT SO MUCH
GOOD WORK HAS ALREADY BEEN DONE BY ASEAN SENIOR OFFICIALS AND
MINISTERS IN CEBU AND BY ASEAN+3 SENIOR OFFICIALS AND MINISTERS IN
KYOTO.

36. OUR EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY MUST STAND FOR SOMETHING. OTHERS MAY
WANT OTHER THINGS. THEY MAY THINK PEACE IS FOR SOFT-HEADED “PEACENIKS”
AND “FRIENDSHIP” MEANS NOTHING IN A WORLD WHERE DOG MUST EAT DOG.
THEY HAVE A RIGHT TO BELIEVE WHAT THEY BELIEVE. WHAT WE WANT TO BUILD
IN OUR OWN PART OF THE WORLD IS A COMMUNITY THAT IS COMMITTED TO THE
CORE - TO THE VERY CORE - OF PEACE AND THE PACIFIC SETTLEMENT OF
DISPUTES. IT IS GOOD TO SEE THAT IN KYOTO, THE ASEAN+3 AGREED THAT ANY
COUNTRY WISHING TO PARTICIPATE IN THE EAST ASIA SUMMIT MUST FIRST
ACCEDE TO ASEAN T.A.C (THAT IS, THE TREATY OF AMITY AND CO-OPERATION)
THAT HAS ALREADY BEEN ACCEDED TO BY CHINA, JAPAN, SOUTH KOREA, INDIA,
PAKISTAN, AND RUSSIA.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

37. MANY SUGGESTIONS HAVE OF COURSE BEEN MADE WITH REGARD TO THE
EAST ASIAN SUMMIT. MANY MORE WILL ARISE AS THE DATE DRAWS NEARER.

38. ONE VERY INSISTENT SUGGESTION IS THAT WE SHOULD BE “INCLUSIVE”. LET
ME SAY THAT | AGREE WITH THIS SUGGESTION.



39. SECONDLY, GIVEN THE FACT THAT SO MANY IN THE WORLD WANT “IN” ON THE
“HOTTEST” GAME IN TOWN, WHICH EVERYBODY EXPECTS TO CONTINUE TO BE THE
“HOTTEST” GAME IN TOWN, WE CANNOT SAY “YES” TO EVERYONE. WE DO NOT
WISH TO HAVE A MINI UNITED NATIONS. WE DO NOT WISH TO DUPLICATE APEC,
NOT TO MENTION OTHER ORGANISATIONS.

40. THIRD, AND QUITE OBVIOUSLY, WE SHOULD NOT ADMIT THOSE STATES THAT
WANT TO WRECK OUR PURPOSE OR PERVERT OUR CAUSE, OR THAT ARE OPPOSED
TO OUR INTERESTS. PERHAPS THIS POINT IS TOO OBVIOUS TO REQUIRE
ELABORATION.

41. FOURTH, IN THE ASEAN+3 FORMATION, THERE IS ALREADY MASSIVE CRITICAL
MASS. AT THIS STAGE, WHAT DO WE GAIN BY ADDING EVEN MORE MASS IF BY
DOING SO, WE COMPROMISE FORWARD MOMENTUM OR EVEN RISK A
DERAILMENT?. OBVIOUSLY, EVOLUTION AND TIME WILL ENSURE A GROUPING OF
MORE THAN 13. BUT IN THE IMMEDIATE DAYS AHEAD THERE IS EMINENT COMMON
SENSE IN NOT WIDENING PREMATURELY, AND IN INITIALLY CONCENTRATING
INSTEAD ON RAPID AND PRODUCTIVE DEEPENING.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

42. THE GREAT IDEA OF BUILDING AN EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY WAS FIRST
PROPOSED NOT MANY MORE THAN A DOZEN YEARS AGO. WHAT IS REMARKABLE IS
HOW FAST THE TRANSITION BETWEEN SCEPTICISM TO CONVENTIONAL WISDOM
HAS TAKEN. THOSE OF US WHO BELIEVE IN THE BUILDING OF THE EAST ASIAN
COMMUNITY OF PEACE, PROSPERITY AND PROGRESS MUST NOW MOVE FORWARD
WITH PRIDE AND WITH CONFIDENCE, WITH APOLOGY TO NONE, AND WITH
GOODWILL TO ALL. WE HAVE A RIGHT TO DEMAND THE RIGHT TO DETERMINE OUR
FUTURE AND THE FUTURE OF OUR CHILDREN.

43. AT THE SAME TIME, WE MUST MOVE FORWARD ON THE BASIS THAT WE HAVE A
RESPONSIBILITY TO DISCHARGE AND A CONTRIBUTION TO MAKE. THAT
RESPONSIBILITY AND CONTRIBUTION IS NOT ONLY TO ALL OUR PEOPLE, BUT ALSO
TO THE PEOPLE IN THE WIDER WORLD BEYOND EAST ASIA. THAT RESPONSIBILITY
AND CONTRIBUTION CANNOT ONLY BE IN TERMS OF MATERIAL ADVANCEMENT BUT
ALSO IN TERMS OF SPIRITUAL AND CIVILISATIONAL PROGRESS. ONLY THEN CAN
WE JUSTIFIABLY SPEAK WITH A SENSE OF PRIDE, DIGNITY AND ACHIEVEMENT FOR
ASIA.

THANK YOU.



