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1. ALHAMDULLILAH, ALL PRAISE BE TO ALLAH, BY WHOSE GRACE AND BLESSINGS 
WE ARE HERE TODAY ABLE TO MEET IN PUTRAJAYA. LET ME AT THE OUTSET, 
EXTEND A VERY WARM WELCOME TO ALL OF YOU, IN PARTICULAR THE MEMBERS 
OF THE COMMISSION OF EMINENT PERSONS WHO HAVE TRAVELED FROM VARIOUS 
PARTS OF THE O.I.C. WORLD. I AM INDEED HAPPY TO SEE ALL THE MEMBERS 
ASSEMBLED HERE TO IMPLEMENT THE RESOLUTION MADE AT THE LAST ISLAMIC 
SUMMIT THAT TOOK PLACE HERE IN MALAYSIA IN 2003. EACH OF YOU BRINGS A 
UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE AND EXCEPTIONAL CAPACITY TO THE COMMISSION. I AM 
CONFIDENT THAT WITH THE DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS AND COMBINED WEALTH OF 
KNOWLEDGE POSSESSED BY THE COMMISSION, IT WILL BE ABLE TO OFFER 
PRAGMATIC AND IMPLEMENTABLE RECOMMENDATIONS THAT CAN ASSIST THE 
MUSLIM WORLD TO BETTER MEET THE CHALLENGES CONFRONTING IT IN THE 21ST 
CENTURY. 
 
 
2. THE COMMISSION SHOULDERS A HEAVY RESPONSIBILITY. THE O.I.C. AND THE 
MUSLIM UMMAH LOOK TO YOU TO PROVIDE THE IDEAS THAT CAN DRIVE CHANGE 
IN THE MUSLIM WORLD FOR THE NEXT GENERATION. WE LOOK TO YOU TO CRAFT 
THE VISION THAT WILL BE OURS TO REALISE IN THE YEARS TO COME. WE DEPEND 
UPON YOU TO SUGGEST TO US THE STRATEGIES AND THE PATHS WE MUST TAKE 
TO REACH OUR DESTINATION, AND THE PROGRAMMES OF ACTION THAT WE MUST 
IMPLEMENT ALONG THE WAY. 
 
 
3. IN HELPING US CHART THE FUTURE OF THE MUSLIM WORLD, I AM SURE YOU 
WILL TAKE STOCK OF THE PRESENT AS WELL. THERE ARE MANY CHALLENGES THAT 
WE NEED TO OVERCOME. IN MANY PARTS OF OUR WORLD WE ARE IN DEEP CRISIS. 
THE O.I.C. LANDSCAPE IS A DISTRESSING ONE, TO SAY THE LEAST. SOME OF US 
ARE IN CONFLICT, EITHER WITHIN OUR OWN BORDERS OR WITH OUR 



NEIGHBOURS. EVEN IF THERE IS NO CONFLICT SOMETIMES THERE ARE TENSIONS 
AND LACK OF TRUST BETWEEN US. DARFUR IS A HUMANITARIAN DISASTER. TWO 
OF US ARE OCCUPIED, IRAQ COMPLETELY AND PALESTINE PARTIALLY. UPPERMOST 
IN THE COMMISSION’S AGENDA THEREFORE MUST SURELY BE THE QUESTION OF 
HOW TO STRENGTHEN THE PROSPECTS FOR PEACE, SECURITY AND STABILITY IN 
MUSLIM COUNTRIES, AND BETWEEN MUSLIM COUNTRIES AND OTHERS.  
 
 
4. SOME OF THE O.I.C. COUNTRIES ARE RICH AND THEIR PEOPLE AFFLUENT. BUT 
THEY ARE TOO FEW AND FAR BETWEEN. THE O.I.C. LANDSCAPE IS LITTERED WITH 
NATIONS THAT ARE POOR AND PEOPLE THAT ARE HUNGRY. ILLITERACY, WHICH IN 
THE DEVELOPED WORLD IS A THING OF THE PAST, IS STILL A FEATURE OF THE 
PRESENT IN MANY MUSLIM COUNTRIES. GLOBALISATION HAS BENEFITED SOME OF 
US IN SOME RESPECTS. THE POORER COUNTRIES, HOWEVER, HAVE NOT BEEN 
ABLE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF IT. GLOBALISATION HAS FURTHER IMPOVERISHED 
AND MARGINALISED THEM. THEY ARE LARGELY AT THE MERCY OF DEVELOPED 
NATIONS AND OF FORCES BEYOND THEIR CONTROL. I WOULD THEREFORE THINK 
THAT EQUALLY HIGH IN THE COMMISSION’S AGENDA, WOULD BE THE QUESTION 
OF HOW POVERTY AND ILLITERACY IN THE MUSLIM WORLD CAN BE ERADICATED. 
THE BULK OF THE UMMAH THAT HAVE BEEN TOO LONG IN THE BACKWATERS OF 
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT MUST BE BROUGHT INTO ITS MAINSTREAM.  
 
 
5. HUMAN DEVELOPMENT, OF COURSE, IS NOT JUST ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. IT 
IS THE COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT OF THE HUMAN PERSON. WE MUST 
THEREFORE FOSTER THE POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, CULTURAL AND 
RELIGIOUS ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH HUMAN DEVELOPMENT CAN TAKE PLACE. 
THIS IS AN ENORMOUS CHALLENGE FOR THE MUSLIM WORLD. IN SOME CASES IT 
WILL INVOLVE THE FUNDAMENTAL TRANSFORMATION OF THE DOMESTIC 
POLITICAL, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ORDER. IT WILL TAKE TIME, BUT WISE AND 
ENLIGHTENED LEADERSHIP CAN HASTEN THE PROCESS. 
 
 
6. THE KEY TO BOTH HUMAN AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IS KNOWLEDGE. 
CENTURIES AGO, WHEN OTHER CIVILISATIONS WERE STILL IN DARKNESS, THE 
MUSLIM WORLD WAS SYNONYMOUS WITH ENLIGHTENMENT AND THE PURSUIT OF 
KNOWLEDGE. WE EXPANDED THE FRONTIERS OF KNOWLEDGE AS WELL AS LEARNT 
FROM OTHERS. WHAT WE LEARNT, WE ENRICHED AND PASSED ON. TODAY 
KNOWLEDGE IS MORE VALUABLE THAN EVER. WE CANNOT COMPETE AND PROSPER 
IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY WITHOUT ENRICHING OUR KNOWLEDGE BASE. 
KNOWLEDGE DRIVES GROWTH IN THIS NEW ECONOMY. YET AT A TIME WHEN 
KNOWLEDGE HAS BECOME SUCH A VITAL AND INDISPENSABLE FACTOR, THE 
MUSLIM WORLD IS LEFT BEHIND. 
 
 
7. THIS BRINGS ME TO THE QUESTION OF RELIGIOUS KNOWLEDGE, AND THE 
LINKAGE THAT SOME IN THE OUTSIDE WORLD MISTAKENLY SEE BETWEEN THE 
TEACHINGS OF ISLAM ON THE ONE HAND AND THE EXTREMISM, MILITANCY AND 
TERRORISM ENGAGED IN BY SOME MUSLIM GROUPS ON THE OTHER. SINCE THE 
11TH SEPTEMBER TRAGEDY ESPECIALLY, ISLAM AND MUSLIMS HAVE BEEN 
PORTRAYED BY THEIR DETRACTORS AS VIOLENT AND INTOLERANT. THIS IS MOST 
UNFORTUNATE. DESPITE VIGOROUS EFFORTS TAKEN TO CORRECT THIS IGNORANT 
AND EXTREMELY DAMAGING PERCEPTION, WE MUSLIMS ARE STILL UNABLE TO 



BREAK FREE FROM THIS PROFILING. THE PROFILING MUST STOP. IT DOES GRAVE 
INJUSTICE TO A NOBLE RELIGION WHOSE VERY NAME MEANS “PEACE”. IT ALSO 
DOES GRAVE INJUSTICE TO THE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF MUSLIMS WHO 
LIVE IN PEACE. INDEED, MUSLIMS SUFFER MUCH MORE FROM MILITANCY AND 
TERRORISM THAN DO OTHERS.  
 
 
8. THE MUSLIM WORLD MUST DO MORE TO DISABUSE OTHERS OF THEIR MISTAKEN 
IMPRESSIONS OF ISLAM AND MUSLIMS. ISLAM DOES NOT ENJOIN UPON ITS 
ADHERENTS TO MOUNT ATTACKS ON OTHERS. ISLAM’S MESSAGE TO THE WORLD 
IS THAT HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS MUST BE FOUNDED UPON JUSTICE AND THE 
HIGHEST MORAL STANDARDS. INDEED, ALL RELIGIONS CALL ON THEIR 
FOLLOWERS TO ABIDE BY THIS INJUNCTION. THE QUR’AN SAYS, “WE SENT 
AFORETIME OUR MESSENGERS WITH CLEAR SIGNS AND SENT DOWN WITH THEM 
CLEAR SCRIPTURE AND THE BALANCE SO THE PEOPLE COULD ESTABLISH JUSTICE. 
AND WE SENT DOWN IRON WHEREIN ARE MIGHTY POWER AND MANY BENEFITS 
FOR MANKIND” [57:25]. 
 
 
EXCELLENCIES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
 
 
9. ISLAM STANDS NOT ONLY FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE. IT ALSO STANDS FOR 
ENLIGHTENED MODERATION. VIEWED FROM ISLAM’S INTELLECTUAL, IDEOLOGICAL 
AND MORAL PERSPECTIVE, MODERATION WILL STAND OUT AS A DISTINGUISHING 
FEATURE OF ISLAM BOTH AS A RELIGION AS WELL AS A CIVILISATION. THAT IS 
THE REASON WHY ISLAM HAS DECREED ‘ADL’, WHICH STANDS FOR MODERATION 
AND BALANCE, IN MATTERS CONCERNING ONE’S FAITH, ACTIONS, COMMUNITY 
LIFE, WORSHIP, RITUALS, ECONOMY, AND EVEN IN MATTERS CONCERNING 
FRIENDSHIP, WAR AND PEACE. THIS CONCEPT OF ‘ADL’ SHOULD BE ELABORATED 
UPON TO DISPEL MISPERCEPTIONS ABOUT ISLAM AND THE UMMAH. 
 
 
10. IN ISLAM, A PERSON IS ACCOUNTABLE FOR ALL THAT HE OR SHE DOES. THE 
SENSE OF ACCOUNTABILITY DERIVES FROM AWARENESS, DISCRETION AND 
RATIONALISATION. THIS ALSO HELPS TO CHECK BIAS AND IMBALANCE. THE 
QUR’AN HAS DESCRIBED THE MUSLIM UMMAH AS ‘UMMATAN WASATAN’ (A 
MODERATE COMMUNITY). OUR HOLY PROPHET ALSO DECLARED MODERATION AND 
THE MIDDLE ROAD AS THE BEST COURSE. TO QUOTE HIM: “KHAIR UL UMOORI 
AUSATUHAA” (MODERATION IS THE BEST COURSE).  
 
 
11. WITHIN THE UMMAH, WE NEED TO SERIOUSLY AND SINCERELY ADDRESS THE 
ISSUE OF JIHAD AND ITS TRUE APPLICATION IN THE MODERN WORLD. ISLAMIC 
SCHOLARS DEFINE JIHAD IN TERMS OF SUSTAINED EFFORT TO DISCIPLINE ONE’S 
OWN “SELF” IN OBEDIENCE TO ALLAH. JIHAD ALSO IMPLIES AN ENDEAVOR TO 
UPHOLD SOCIAL JUSTICE, PEACE AND FAIR PLAY. STILL, OUR PROPHET DESCRIBED 
JIHAD-BIL-NAFAS OR SELF-ACTUALISATION AS THE GREATER JIHAD. IT IS MOST 
UNFORTUNATE THAT SOME HAVE NARROWED DOWN THE CONCEPT OF JIHAD TO 
‘QITAL’, WHICH CONCERNS PHYSICAL FIGHTING. IT IS EVEN MORE UNFORTUNATE 
THAT THIS IS THE ONLY MEANING COMMONLY UNDERSTOOD BY THE GENERAL 
PUBLIC. THIS MEANING IS IN TURN CONVEYED TO THE WIDER WORLD. IF MUSLIMS 
THEMSELVES CAN MAKE THIS MISTAKE, WHAT MORE CAN WE EXPECT FROM 



OTHERS?. MUSLIMS THEREFORE ARE AS MUCH TO BLAME FOR THIS DISTORTION 
OF THE MEANING OF JIHAD. 
 
 
12. MUSLIM GOVERNMENTS, SCHOLARS AND THE MORE INFORMED MUSLIMS IN 
SOCIETY HAVE THE OBLIGATION AND RESPONSIBILITY TO CORRECT THESE 
MISPERCEPTIONS BOTH AMONG THE UMMAH AS WELL AS IN THE WIDER WORLD. 
WE MUST ALSO TAKE MORE EFFECTIVE MEASURES TO DECONSTRUCT THE 
INTELLECTUAL AND IDEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS OF RELIGIOUS EXTREMISM AND 
SECTARIANISM, FOR THEY DO GREAT DAMAGE TO THE CAUSE OF ISLAM AND THE 
WELFARE OF MUSLIMS. 
 
 
13. IF THE MUSLIM WORLD AND THE O.I.C. WANT TO BE SUCCESSFUL IN THIS 
EFFORT IT MUST ENGAGE THE MEDIA, ESPECIALLY THE WESTERN MEDIA, MORE 
EFFECTIVELY. WE HAVE NOT BEEN VERY SUCCESSFUL AT THIS SO FAR. WE HAVE 
NOT MADE OUR PRESENCE SUFFICIENTLY FELT, OR OUR VIEWS SUFFICIENTLY 
HEARD, IN THE WESTERN MEDIA. WHERE WE HAVE, OFTEN SPEAKERS FROM THE 
MUSLIM WORLD ARE NOT AS ABLE OR AS ELOQUENT AS OTHERS IN THE FORUM. 
SOMETIMES OUR SPOKESPERSONS IN FACT CONVEY A NEGATIVE RATHER THAN 
POSITIVE IMAGE OF ISLAM AND THE MUSLIMS. THE MEDIA IS A POWERFUL TOOL. 
WE MUST TAKE IT SERIOUSLY, FOR IT IS THROUGH THE MEDIA THAT OTHERS 
FORM THEIR IMPRESSIONS OF US. 
 
 
EXCELLENCIES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
 
 
14. MODERATION HAS ALWAYS HELPED CURB EXTREMISM AND ITS DESTRUCTIVE 
EXCESSES. IT HAS PROTECTED US FROM BIGOTRY AND HATRED. IT HAS ALLOWED 
US TO PRACTICE THE TRUE TEACHINGS OF OUR RELIGION. IT IS OUR DUTY TO 
DEMONSTRATE, BY WORD AND BY ACTION, THAT A MUSLIM COUNTRY CAN BE 
MODERN, DEMOCRATIC, TOLERANT AND ECONOMICALLY COMPETITIVE. ISLAM 
DOES NOT TEACH US TO TURN OUR BACKS AGAINST THE REST OF THE WORLD. 
NEITHER DOES IT ENJOIN US TO PREACH HATRED AND COMMIT VIOLENCE. 
 
 
15. IT IS GENERALLY RECOGNISED THAT ONE OF THE IMPORTANT MEANS OF 
REDUCING THE MUTUAL PREJUDICES AND MISUNDERSTANDINGS THAT EXIST 
BETWEEN THE MUSLIM AND WESTERN WORLDS IS TO ENGAGE IN SUSTAINED 
DIALOGUE WITH ONE ANOTHER. I WILL RETURN TO THIS SUBJECT LATER. HERE I 
WOULD LIKE TO EMPHASISE THAT SUSTAINED DIALOGUE AND EXCHANGE OF 
VIEWS IS EQUALLY IMPORTANT WITHIN THE MUSLIM COMMUNITY. MANY OF THE 
PROBLEMS AND DIVISIONS THAT EXIST WITHIN THE MUSLIM COMMUNITY, 
INCLUDING THOSE BETWEEN THE SO-CALLED MODERATES AND EXTREMISTS, CAN 
BE OVERCOME THROUGH EARNEST DIALOGUE. DIALOGUE HELPS DISPEL 
MISCONCEPTIONS AND PROMOTE UNDERSTANDING AND TRUST. DIALOGUE AND 
CONSULTATION CAN HELP BRIDGE GAPS AND PREVENT ALIENATION. DIALOGUE 
CAN ASSIST IN MODERATING DIFFERENCES AND TENSIONS BETWEEN THE 
DIFFERENT GROUPS AND PERSUASIONS. IT CAN HELP PROMOTE UNITY AND 
SOLIDARITY. 
 
 



16. MUSLIM CITIZENS MUST BE GIVEN OPPORTUNITIES TO TELL THEIR LEADERS OF 
THEIR WORRIES AND PREDICAMENTS. I AM REFERRING TO BREAD-AND BUTTER 
ISSUES AND OTHER MATTERS AFFECTING THEIR DAILY LIVES, NOT NECESSARILY 
IDEOLOGICAL BATTLES AS SUCH. REFORM AND RENEWAL IN POLICY AND 
APPROACHES MUST BE CONTINUALLY CARRIED OUT AS A MEANS OF ADDRESSING 
THE GRIEVANCES OF CITIZENS. SOUND EDUCATION WILL NOT ONLY FREE 
ORDINARY MUSLIMS FORM THE CLUTCHES OF EXTREME DOGMA BUT ALSO 
PROVIDE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES. 
 
 
17. BEYOND DIALOGUE, IT IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY THAT MUSLIM COUNTRIES 
EMBARK UPON INSTITUTING A CULTURE OF GOOD GOVERNANCE. SOME OF THE 
FUNDAMENTAL ELEMENTS OF GOOD GOVERNANCE INCLUDE MANAGEMENT BASED 
ON BEST PRACTICES, MORAL LEADERSHIP, RIGHTEOUS CONDUCT, 
ACCOUNTABILITY, JUSTICE AND THE RULE OF LAW. THIS WILL ENSURE JUST 
TREATMENT AND EQUAL DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH IN MUSLIM COUNTRIES THAT 
WILL IN TURN GENERATE PROGRESS AND STABILITY. WE SHOULD ALL REMIND 
OURSELVES OF SURAH AL-NISSA VERSE 58: WHICH MEANS “ALLAH DOTH 
COMMAND YOU TO RENDER BACK YOUR TRUSTS TO THOSE TO WHOM THEY ARE 
DUE’ AND WHEN YE JUDGE BETWEEN MAN AND MAN, WHICH YE JUDGE WITH 
JUSTICE”. 
 
 
18. I AM A FIRM BELIEVER IN THE FACT THAT THE TIDE OF RADICALISM AND 
EXTREMISM CAN BE CHECKED AND REVERSED WITH GOOD GOVERNANCE, HEALTHY 
DEMOCRATIC PRACTICES, AND EMPOWERMENT OF THE CITIZENRY THROUGH 
EDUCATION AND EQUITABLE ECONOMIC GROWTH. IN MALAYSIA, WE PROMOTE 
THESE ELEMENTS THROUGH THE CONCEPT OF ISLAM HADHARI – LITERALLY 
MEANING “CIVILISATIONAL ISLAM”. LET ME EMPHASISE THAT ISLAM HADHARI IS 
NOT A NEW RELIGION. NOR IS IT A NEW MAZHAB. IT IS MERELY AN APPROACH 
THAT BUILDS UPON THE NOBLE VALUES AND IDEALS OF ISLAM TO FOSTER A 
PROGRESSIVE ISLAMIC CIVILISATION. IT IS AN APPROACH THAT PLACES 
SUBSTANCE OVER FORM. IT IS PRACTICAL AND PRAGMATIC. IT EMPHASISES 
DEVELOPMENT CONSISTENT WITH THE TENETS OF ISLAM AND WHICH FOCUSES ON 
ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR EVERY CITIZEN, REGARDLESS OF HIS OR 
HER RELIGION. WE VIEW ISLAM HADHARI AS AN EFFORT TO BRING THE UMMAH 
BACK TO BASICS, TO RETURN TO THE PRIMACY OF GOOD VALUES AND PRINCIPLES. 
ISLAM HADHARI POSITS TEN FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES WHICH MUSLIM NATIONS 
AND COMMUNITIES MUST DEMONSTRATE: 
 

I. FIRST, FAITH AND PIETY IN ALLAH; 
II. SECOND, A JUST AND TRUSTWORTHY GOVERNMENT; 

III. THIRD, A FREE AND INDEPENDENT PEOPLE; 
IV. FOURTH, VIGOROUS PURSUIT AND MASTERY OF KNOWLEDGE; 
V. FIFTH, BALANCED AND COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT; 

VI. SIXTH, A GOOD QUALITY OF LIFE FOR THE PEOPLE; 
VII. SEVENTH, PROTECTION OF THE RIGHTS OF MINORITY GROUPS AND 

WOMEN; 
VIII. EIGHTH, CULTURAL AND MORAL INTEGRITY; 

IX. NINTH, SAFEGUARDING NATURAL RESOURCES AND THE ENVIRONMENT; 
AND 

X. TENTH, STRONG DEFENCE CAPABILITIES. 



 
ISLAM HADHARI CAN HELP BRING MUSLIMS INTO THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY 
AND INTEGRATE THEM INTO THE MODERN ECONOMY. ISLAM HADHARI PROMOTES 
TOLERANCE AND UNDERSTANDING, MODERATION AND PEACE. IT IS THE PERFECT 
ANTIDOTE TO EXTREMISM AND MILITANCY. THIS IS MALAYSIA’S CONTRIBUTION TO 
THIS DIALOGUE ON ENLIGHTENED MODERATION. 
 
 
EXCELLENCIES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
 
 
19. LET ME NOW TURN TO THE SUBJECT OF DIALOGUE AND NETWORKING 
BETWEEN MUSLIMS AND NON-MUSLIMS. THE O.I.C. NEEDS TO GAIN THE TRUST 
AND CONFIDENCE OF NON-MUSLIMS, TOO. IN A WORLD DOMINATED BY SUCH 
SLOGANS AS “THE CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS”, ISLAMOPHOBIA HAS INCREASED 
SIGNIFICANTLY. I BELIEVE THAT THE O.I.C. IS BEST PLACED TO CORRECT 
MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT ISLAM IN THE NON-MUSLIM WORLD, PARTICULARLY IN 
THE WEST. INTER-CIVILISATIONAL DIALOGUES SHOULD UNDERSCORE THE 
IMPORTANCE OF JUSTICE AND HUMAN DIGNITY. NO ONE CAN DENY THE FACT THAT 
THESE COMMON VALUES HAVE BEEN FUNDAMENTAL TO ALL RELIGIONS 
THROUGHOUT HISTORY. 
 
 
20. DEEPER ANALYSES WILL PROVE THAT THERE IS MUCH IN COMMON BETWEEN 
THE IDEALS OF WESTERN SECULARISM AND THOSE ESPOUSED BY ISLAM. FOR 
EXAMPLE, ROUSSEAU SAID THAT “MAN IS BORN FREE”, WHILE ISLAM TEACHES 
THAT “EVERY CHILD IS BORN INNOCENT”. THE O.I.C. SHOULD TAKE THE LEAD TO 
REACH OUT TO WESTERN INTELLECTUALS AND INSTITUTIONS, BOTH SECULAR AND 
RELIGIOUS, TO DEVELOP A SHARED UNDERSTANDING ABOUT SUCH BASIC ISSUES 
AS HUMAN RIGHTS, HUMAN DIGNITY AND FAMILY VALUES. WESTERN NOTIONS OF 
RIGHT AND WRONG CAN INDEED CO-EXIST WITH THE ISLAMIC INJUNCTIONS FOR 
MAN TO ABIDE BY GOD’S WORD AT ALL TIMES. 
 
 
21. WE MUST RECOGNISE THE NEED FOR THE O.I.C. TO CONDUCT A SELF-
EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT. STRUCTURAL OR NAME CHANGES MAKE LITTLE 
DIFFERENCE IF THERE IS NO PARALLEL COMMITMENT FOR REFORM AMONG THE 
MEMBER STATES. THE O.I.C. CAN WITHSTAND ALL THE CHALLENGES AND SURVIVE 
PROVIDED THERE IS GENUINE COMMITMENT TO UPHOLD TRUE ISLAMIC IDEALS 
AND CIVILISATIONAL NORMS. 
 
 
22. WE NEED TO PROVE OUR RELEVANCE NOT ONLY BY OUR WORDS BUT ALSO BY 
OUR DEEDS. WE ARE, TODAY, 57 STRONG, WITH NO DEARTH OF INTEREST ON THE 
PART OF OTHERS TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH US IN ONE FORM OR ANOTHER. THE 
CONTINUING CHALLENGE IS TO ENSURE THAT OUR RELATIVELY LARGE 
MEMBERSHIP DOES NOT HANDICAP US IN OUR PROCESS OF DECISION-MAKING BY 
CONSENSUS. WE MUST SHOW THAT WE ARE NOT A MERE DEBATING SOCIETY, BUT 
AN INDISPENSABLE FORUM OF MUSLIM COUNTRIES. WE MUST BE ABLE TO 
DEMONSTRATE THAT WE HAVE PRINCIPLED POSITIONS, PRACTICAL PROGRAMMES 
AND CONCRETE ACTIVITIES. 
 
 



23. THE O.I.C. NEEDS TO REINVENT ITSELF IN ORDER TO BE MORE SUCCESSFUL IN 
SERVING ITS INTENDED PURPOSES. IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT WE UNDERTAKE A 
CLOSE EXAMINATION OF OURSELVES WHILE IDENTIFYING THE EXTERNAL CAUSES 
FOR OUR WEAKNESSES. THE O.I.C. MAY NEED TO REFINE ITS FOCUS. WE MAY 
NEED TO MAKE ADJUSTMENTS TO OUR ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE. WE 
CERTAINLY NEED TO KEEP UNDER CONSTANT REVIEW OUR METHODOLOGIES IN 
DEVELOPING SPECIFIC STRATEGIES. ABOVE ALL, WE NEED TO BE SINCERE AND 
BEGIN A PROCESS OF ENLIGHTENMENT FOR OURSELVES. THE AGREEMENT 
REACHED BY THE O.I.C. TO EMBARK ON THIS IMPORTANT TASK BY CONSTITUTING 
THE COMMISSION OF EMINENT PERSONS IS INDEED A STEP IN THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION. WE SHOULD ALSO LOOK UPON THIS EXERCISE AS AN OPPORTUNITY 
NOT ONLY TO REINSTATE THE GOOD IMAGE OF ISLAM BUT ALSO TO RESTORE OUR 
DIGNITY AS MUSLIMS. 
 
 
24. I DO HOPE THAT THIS MEETING WOULD MAKE A CONCERTED EFFORT AT 
FILLING THE GAPS AND BUILDING THE BRIDGES. WE NEED TO CLOSE THE GREAT 
DIVIDE THAT HAS BEEN CREATED BETWEEN THE MUSLIM WORLD AND THE WEST. 
IN EMBARKING ON THIS CRUCIAL MISSION, WE MUST GUARD AGAINST EXTREME 
MOTIVATIONS OR EXTREMIST ELEMENTS. WE MUST MEET THE CHALLENGES IN A 
SOBER MANNER AND IN A COORDINATED FASHION. IN THIS REGARD, THERE IS NO 
BETTER PLACE TO START THAN BY STRENGTHENING OUR RESOLVE TO STRIVE FOR 
THE BETTERMENT OF THE UMMAH. 
 
 
25. DURING THE REST OF ITS TENURE AS CHAIRMAN OF THE 10TH ISLAMIC 
SUMMIT, MALAYSIA COMMITS ITSELF TO WORK FOR THE EVOLUTION OF THE O.I.C. 
INTO AN ORGANISATION THAT IS TRULY RELEVANT TO THE NEEDS AND 
ASPIRATIONS OF THE UMMAH. MALAYSIA WILL STRIVE TO MAKE THE O.I.C. A BODY 
THAT IS ABLE TO WIN THE RESPECT AND CONFIDENCE OF THE WORLD. 
 
 
26. ON THAT NOTE, WITH THE RECITATION OF BISMILLAHIR RAHMANIR RAHIM, I 
HEREBY OFFICIALLY DECLARE OPEN THIS MEETING OF THE O.I.C. COMMISSION OF 
EMINENT PERSONS AND WISH ALL OF YOU EVERY SUCCESS, INSYA-ALLAH. 
 
 
 
THANK YOU. 


