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1. LET ME SAY THAT IT IS A SPECIAL PRIVILEGE FOR ME TO BE HERE WITH YOU 
THIS MORNING TO TAKE PART IN THIS IMPORTANT EVENT – AN EVENT IMPORTANT 
FOR THE SCIENCES IN GENERAL AND FOR MALAYSIA IN PARTICULAR. I AM 
HEARTENED TO SEE THE PARTICIPATION OF SUCH DIVERSE SPEAKERS AND 
DELEGATES, BOTH LOCAL AND FOREIGN, IN THIS CONVENTION. I HAD THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO WALK THROUGH THE MANY EXHIBITIONS HERE JUST NOW, AND I 
AM DELIGHTED TO SEE FIRSTHAND THE VARIETY OF BIOTECHNOLOGY INITIATIVES 
CURRENTLY UNDERWAY. MY SINCERE THANKS AND APPRECIATION GO TO THE 
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION AND TO THE MALAYSIAN 
INDUSTRY-GOVERNMENT GROUP FOR HIGH TECHNOLOGY (MIGHT) FOR THEIR 
HARD WORK IN ORGANISING THIS EVENT. I AM SURE THE ACTIVITIES LINED UP 
OVER THE NEXT THREE DAYS – COMPRISING PANEL DISCUSSIONS, NETWORKING 
OPPORTUNITIES AND BIOTECH EXHIBITIONS – WILL REVEAL THE ENORMOUS 
POSSIBILITIES MALAYSIA HAS TO OFFER IN BIOTECHNOLOGY, BOTH FOR 
RESEARCH AND FOR INDUSTRY. 
 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
 
 
2. IF THE 20TH CENTURY WAS THE AGE OF CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS, THE 21ST 
CENTURY WILL BE KNOWN IN HISTORY AS THE ERA OF LIFE SCIENCES. MAN HAS, 
OF COURSE, EXPLORED AND UTILISED BIOLOGICAL PROCESSES FOR CENTURIES. 
BUT WITH THE EXPLOSION OF KNOWLEDGE AT THE MOLECULAR LEVEL, THE 
SIGNIFICANCE OF LIFE SCIENCES TRULY TOOK A REVOLUTIONARY TURN. 
BIOLOGICAL PROCESSES HAVE ADVANCED TO BECOME ‘BIOTECHNOLOGY’. 



 
 
3. THE EMERGENCE OF THIS TECHNOLOGY COINCIDES WITH THE GROWING 
GRAVITY OF SOME OF HUMANITY’S GREATEST CHALLENGES. ONE SUCH CHALLENGE 
IS THE ISSUE OF FOOD SUFFICIENCY. TODAY, THE WORLD IS FEEDING MORE THAN 
TWICE THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE THAN IN 1950. YET, AVAILABLE ARABLE LAND IS 
DECLINING ALL AROUND THE WORLD, COMPETING WITH OTHER USES. THE 
LIMITATION OF LAND REQUIRES US TO PRODUCE GREATER YIELDS THAN EVER 
BEFORE, ESPECIALLY IN THE FACE OF GROWING POPULATIONS. 
 
 
4. ANOTHER CHALLENGE RELATES TO THE ISSUE OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AND CONSERVATION, PARTICULARLY HOW WE CAN REDUCE THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT OF OUR DAILY ACTIVITIES. CONSUMPTION OF FOSSIL FUELS AND USE OF 
NON-BIODEGRADABLE MATERIALS ARE SOME OF THE BIGGEST CONTRIBUTORS TO 
ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION. IT HAS BECOME CLEAR THAT IF THIS TREND IS 
NOT REVERSED, THE EARTH WILL LOSE ITS LIFE-SUPPORTING FUNCTIONS. OUR 
LIVELIHOODS, AND OUR LIVES, WILL BE AFFECTED AND WILL EVENTUALLY BECOME 
UNSUSTAINABLE. 
 
 
5. YET ANOTHER CHALLENGE, ESPECIALLY TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, IS THE 
FIGHT AGAINST THE SCOURGE OF DISEASE. EVERY YEAR, MILLIONS OF CHILDREN 
AND ADULTS DIE FROM DISEASES THAT COULD EASILY BE PREVENTED BY 
VACCINATION. MANY MILLIONS MORE DIE OF 20TH CENTURY DISEASES LIKE AIDS, 
HEART DISEASE AND OTHER MODERN LIVING AILMENTS. A NEW APPROACH TO 
WELLNESS, DISEASE PREVENTION AND TREATMENT NEEDS TO BE DEVELOPED TO 
COUNTER THE EFFECTS OF POOR HEALTH AND ILLNESS, ESPECIALLY IN THE 
WORLD’S LESS DEVELOPED COUNTRIES. 
 
 
6. BIOTECHNOLOGY HAS A VITAL ROLE TO PLAY IN ANSWERING SOME OF OUR 
MOST DIFFICULT CHALLENGES. FOR EXAMPLE, RESEARCHERS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO 
ADD GENES TO RICE AND MAIZE WHICH ENABLE THE PLANTS TO WITHSTAND 
TOXIC AND INFERTILE SOIL, A PROBLEM WHICH AFFECTS MANY AREAS IN THE 
TROPICS. THE YIELDS AND QUALITY OF SUCH AGRICULTURE PRODUCE HAVE 
IMPROVED TREMENDOUSLY IN MANY PARTS OF THE WORLD. MEANWHILE, MANY 
COMPANIES HAVE BEGUN TO UTILISE BIO-PROCESSES TO PRODUCE 
BIODEGRADABLE MATERIALS SUCH AS BIO-PLASTICS. STILL MANY DISCOVERIES 
ARE BEING IDENTIFIED TO PROTECT OR EVEN REVERSE SOME OF THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE WE HAVE SEEN. IN THE FIELD OF MEDICINE, 
BIOTECHNOLOGY IS UTILISED TO PRODUCE BETTER DIAGNOSIS METHODS AS 
WELL AS BETTER CURATIVE TREATMENTS. PEOPLE ALL OVER THE WORLD ARE 
LIVING BETTER AND FULLER LIVES. SUCH IS THE FORCE OF THIS FIELD OF 
KNOWLEDGE. SUCH IS THE FORCE, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THAT THE 
POSSIBILITIES OF BIOTECHNOLOGY APPEAR TO BE BOUNDLESS AND INFINITE – 
LIMITED ONLY BY THE POWER OF HUMAN DRIVE AND THE INGENUITY OF THE 
HUMAN MIND. 
 
 
7. THE MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT HAS RECOGNISED THE IMPORTANCE OF 
BIOTECHNOLOGY FOR SOME TIME NOW. WE SEE IT AS ONE OF THE KEY DRIVERS 
OF THE COUNTRY’S DEVELOPMENT, NOW AND FOR THE FUTURE. BIOTECHNOLOGY 



WILL NOT ONLY DRIVE IMPROVEMENTS IN THE QUALITY OF LIFE OF MALAYSIANS; 
IT WILL ALSO PROPEL THE CREATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND INNOVATION IN THE 
COUNTRY, CRUCIAL ELEMENTS IN OUR QUEST TO CLIMB UP TO A HIGHER VALUE-
ADDED STAGE OF DEVELOPMENT. WITH THE APPLICATION OF BIOTECHNOLOGY WE 
CAN UNLOCK ADDITIONAL VALUE IN TRADITIONALLY STRONG SECTORS SUCH AS 
PLANT COMMODITIES AND MANUFACTURING. WE CAN CREATE SUBSTANTIAL VALUE 
IN NEW AND UPCOMING SECTORS SUCH AS HEALTHCARE, NUTRACEUTICALS AND 
INDUSTRIAL BIO-PROCESSING. 
 
 
8. MALAYSIA HAS BEEN BLESSED WITH A WEALTH OF RESOURCES THAT LEND 
THEMSELVES TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF BIOTECHNOLOGY. WE ARE RENOWNED FOR 
OUR BIODIVERSITY AND FOR OUR STRENGTH IN RESOURCE-BASED INDUSTRIES. 
WE ARE ACKNOWLEDGED FOR OUR EXCELLENT INFRASTRUCTURE, OUR POLITICAL 
STABILITY, OUR STRONG ECONOMIC FUNDAMENTALS, AND OUR COST-
COMPETITIVE SKILLED LABOUR. HOWEVER, IN ORDER TO UTILISE THESE 
STRENGTHS AND RESOURCES FULLY, WE HAVE TO UNDERTAKE A SERIOUS AND 
CONCERTED EFFORT IN PROVIDING THE RIGHT ENVIRONMENT FOR 
BIOTECHNOLOGY TO FLOURISH. WE HAVE TO ASSIST THOSE WITH THE EXPERTISE 
TO CARRY OUT BIOTECH-DRIVEN R&D OR TO DEVELOP BIOTECH-DRIVEN 
BUSINESSES, OR AS IS OFTEN THE CASE TODAY, TO DO BOTH. 
 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
 
 
9. THE POTENTIAL OF BIOTECHNOLOGY HAS BEEN WELL ACKNOWLEDGED. 
HOWEVER, UNLIKE OTHER SECTORS, THE CHARACTERISTICS OF BIOTECHNOLOGY 
DO NOT MAKE IT A NATURAL CANDIDATE FOR ORGANIC FREE-MARKET GROWTH. 
BIOTECHNOLOGY IS VERY RESEARCH-DRIVEN AND IS STILL VERY MUCH BASED ON 
THE DISCOVERIES OF PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. THE JOURNEY BETWEEN DISCOVERY 
TO CASHFLOW IS A LONG ONE, SOMETIMES LONGER THAN THE PATIENCE OF 
CONVENTIONAL PRIVATE SECTOR INVESTORS. THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
BIOTECHNOLOGY, THEREFORE, HAS LONG DEPENDED ON GOVERNMENT SUPPORT 
AND HAS, MORE OFTEN THAN NOT, BEEN CATALYSED BY GOVERNMENT 
INITIATIVES. WE CAN SEE THIS IN MANY COUNTRIES WITH STRONG AND 
ADVANCED BIOTECHNOLOGY SECTORS. IT IS WITH THIS IN MIND THAT THE 
MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT COMMITS ITSELF TODAY TO UNDERTAKE THE ROLE OF 
DEVELOPER AND CATALYST OF THE COUNTRY’S BIOTECHNOLOGY SECTOR, BY 
UNVEILING THE NATIONAL BIOTECHNOLOGY POLICY. 
 
 
10. THIS LANDMARK POLICY ENCOMPASSES NINE THRUSTS WHICH UNDERLINE THE 
DIRECTION AND MEASURES OFFERED BY MY GOVERNMENT TOWARDS DEVELOPING 
BIOTECHNOLOGY FOR WEALTH CREATION AND NATIONAL WELL-BEING. 
 
 
11. THRUST ONE OF THE NATIONAL BIOTECHNOLOGY POLICY IS TO TRANSFORM 
AND ENHANCE THE VALUE CREATION OF THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR THROUGH 
BIOTECHNOLOGY. THRUST TWO IS TO CAPITALISE ON THE STRENGTHS OF 
BIODIVERSITY TO COMMERCIALISE DISCOVERIES IN HEALTH-RELATED NATURAL 
PRODUCTS AND BIO-GENERIC DRUGS. THRUST THREE IS TO LEVERAGE OUR 
STRONG MANUFACTURING SECTOR BY INCREASING OPPORTUNITIES IN BIO-



PROCESSING AND BIO-MANUFACTURING. THESE THREE THRUSTS REFLECT ONE OF 
THE MAIN PRINCIPLES BEHIND THE NATIONAL BIOTECHNOLOGY POLICY – WHICH 
IS TO LEVERAGE THE COUNTRY’S EXISTING CAPABILITIES AND TO MOVE THEM UP 
THE VALUE CHAIN. IN THIS INITIAL PHASE OF BIOTECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT, WE 
ARE TARGETING BIOTECH SUB-SECTORS WHICH WILL SHIFT THE COUNTRY’S 
AGRICULTURE, HEALTHCARE AND MANUFACTURING SECTORS TO THE HIGH-TECH 
STAGE. 
 
 
12. THRUST FOUR, MEANWHILE, IS TO ESTABLISH BIOTECHNOLOGY CENTRES OF 
EXCELLENCE IN THE COUNTRY, WHERE WE BRING TOGETHER MULTI-DISCIPLINARY 
RESEARCH TEAMS IN COORDINATED INITIATIVES. THRUST FIVE IS TO BUILD THE 
NATION’S HUMAN CAPITAL IN BIOTECHNOLOGY VIA EDUCATION AND TRAINING. 
THERE IS NO DOUBT BIOTECHNOLOGY IS BUILT FROM THE POWER OF RESEARCH 
AND HUMAN INTELLECT. MY GOVERNMENT THEREFORE AIMS TO ENHANCE 
MALAYSIA’S KNOWLEDGE GENERATION CAPABILITIES BY NURTURING RESEARCH 
ACTIVITIES AND BY BUILDING A STRONG HUMAN CAPITAL BASE. 
 
 
13. AT THE SAME TIME, MY GOVERNMENT FIRMLY BELIEVES IN GIVING BALANCED 
ATTENTION TO THE ENTIRE BIOTECHNOLOGY VALUE CHAIN, FROM R&D TO 
COMMERCIALISATION TO THE MARKET. THIS MEANS THAT RESOURCES MUST BE 
PROVIDED TO SUPPORT BIOTECH VENTURES AT ALL STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT. 
THUS, THRUST SIX OF THE NATIONAL BIOTECHNOLOGY POLICY IS TO APPLY 
COMPETITIVE ‘LAB TO MARKET’ FUNDING AND INCENTIVES TO ENCOURAGE 
COMMITTED PARTICIPATION FROM ACADEMIA AND THE PRIVATE SECTOR, 
INCLUDING GOVERNMENT-LINKED COMPANIES. 
 
 
14. AS AN INITIAL STEP, MY GOVERNMENT WILL BE STRUCTURING DEDICATED 
MATCHING GRANTS FOR BIOTECH R&D AND COMMERCIALISATION, INCLUDING 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT IN PATENT APPLICATION. TO ASSIST R&D VENTURES EVEN 
FURTHER, A FUND WILL BE ESTABLISHED TO ASSIST IN THE TRAINING COSTS OF 
SKILLED WORKERS AND THE HIRING OF RESEARCHERS IN PROMOTED AREAS. THE 
DETAILS OF THESE GRANTS ARE CURRENTLY BEING WORKED OUT UNDER THE 9TH 
MALAYSIA PLAN PROCESS, BUT THOSE INTERESTED TO APPLY FOR FUNDING NOW 
MAY DO SO UNDER EXISTING GOVERNMENT GRANT SCHEMES SUCH AS THE 
I.R.P.A. GRANT SCHEME AND M.T.D.C.’S R&D COMMERCIALISATION SCHEME. 
 
 
15. TO ENCOURAGE BIOTECHNOLOGY INVESTMENT FROM PRIVATE SECTOR 
CORPORATIONS, THE GOVERNMENT IS OFFERING 100 PERCENT GROUP TAX RELIEF 
OR DEDUCTION ON QUALIFYING INVESTMENTS IN BIOTECHNOLOGY. MEANWHILE, 
BIOTECH BUSINESSES CAN BENEFIT FROM PRE-PACKAGED TAX INCENTIVES 
CURRENTLY PROVIDED BY THE GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING 10 YEAR TAX-EXEMPT 
PIONEER STATUS, EXEMPTION OF IMPORT DUTIES ON APPROVED EQUIPMENT AND 
MATERIALS, DOUBLE TAX DEDUCTIONS ON QUALIFYING EXPENSES AND R&D 
INVESTMENTS, AMONG MANY OTHERS. 
 
 
16. TO INCREASE ACCESS TO FUNDS FOR BIOTECH COMPANIES, VENTURE CAPITAL 
PARTICIPATION WILL BE STRENGTHENED AND ENTRY TO THE CAPITAL MARKETS 
WILL BE ENHANCED. ENTRY CRITERIA INTO MESDAQ, FOR EXAMPLE, MUST ALLOW 



FOR THE SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF BIOTECH COMPANIES WITH ITS LONG 
GESTATION PERIODS AND HIGHER RISK PROFILES. 
 
 
17. OF COURSE, AS INDUSTRY PARTICIPANTS WILL ATTEST, ASSISTANCE IS NOT 
ALL ABOUT FINANCIAL HELP. MINDFUL OF THIS, THE GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED 
TOWARDS IMPROVING THE OPERATING ENVIRONMENT ON SEVERAL FRONTS. 
THUS, THRUST SEVEN OF THE POLICY IS TO IMPROVE THE COUNTRY’S INNOVATION 
SYSTEM BY REVIEWING THE COUNTRY’S LEGAL AND REGULATORY FRAMEWORK. 
PART OF THIS EFFORT INVOLVES MAKING REGULATORY CHANGES TO GIVE 
RESEARCHERS A SHARE IN THE OWNERSHIP OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND IN 
THE MONETARY REWARDS DERIVED FROM THEIR WORK, TOGETHER WITH THEIR 
INSTITUTIONS AND INVESTORS. REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES PERTAINING TO 
EMPLOYMENT OF KNOWLEDGE WORKERS WILL ALSO BE REVIEWED TO INCREASE 
THE BIOTECHNOLOGY ‘BRAIN-GAIN’ INTO THE COUNTRY. 
 
 
18. TAKING ALL THESE STRANDS TOGETHER, THRUST EIGHT OF THE NATIONAL 
BIOTECHNOLOGY POLICY SETS OUT TO BUILD INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION FOR 
MALAYSIAN BIOTECHNOLOGY. BIOTECHNOLOGY HAS BECOME A GLOBALISED 
ACTIVITY. COUNTRIES FROM ALL OVER THE GLOBE ARE TRYING TO FIND A NICHE 
WITHIN THE GLOBAL BIOTECHNOLOGY VALUE CHAIN. SIMILARLY, MALAYSIA NEEDS 
TO FIND ITS OWN POSITION, BASED ON THE COUNTRY’S UNIQUE OFFERING OF 
STRENGTHS AND CAPABILITIES. 
 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
 
 
19. THE MALAYSIAN GOVERNMENT, PARTICULARLY THE MINISTRY OF SCIENCE, 
TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION, HAS WORKED HARD AT PUTTING TOGETHER A 
COMPREHENSIVE BIOTECHNOLOGY POLICY THAT IS RELEVANT AND COMPETITIVE. 
HOWEVER, WHILE WE APPRECIATE THAT POLICY DIRECTION IS IMPORTANT, WE 
ALSO RECOGNISE THAT THE MERIT OF ANY POLICY CAN ONLY BE SEEN IN ITS 
EXECUTION. THEREFORE, THE NINTH AND FINAL THRUST OF THE NATIONAL 
BIOTECHNOLOGY POLICY IS TO ESTABLISH A DEDICATED AND PROFESSIONAL 
AGENCY TO SPEARHEAD THE DEVELOPMENT OF MALAYSIA’S BIOTECHNOLOGY 
SECTOR. 
 
 
20. THE “MALAYSIAN BIOTECHNOLOGY CORPORATION” IS THUS SET UP UNDER THE 
OVERSIGHT OF AN IMPLEMENTATION COUNCIL HEADED BY MYSELF. THIS AGENCY 
IS ENTRUSTED WITH IDENTIFYING GOOD VALUE PROPOSITIONS IN BOTH R&D AND 
COMMERCE, AND TO ASSIST THESE VENTURES VIA FINANCIAL SUPPORT AND 
DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES. THE MALAYSIAN BIOTECHNOLOGY CORPORATION WILL 
WORK CLOSELY WITH ALL RELEVANT AGENCIES AND MINISTRIES, SUCH AS THE 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH, THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE & AGRO-BASED 
INDUSTRIES AND THE MINISTRY OF COMMODITIES & PLANTATION INDUSTRIES. 
THE MALAYSIAN BIOTECHNOLOGY CORPORATION WILL ALSO BE WORKING UNDER 
THE PURVIEW OF THE MINISTRY OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION TO 
ENHANCE BIOTECH R&D AND TO HELP IMPROVE THE REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT. 
 
 



21. AFTER MUCH CONSIDERATION, THE GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO DECIDED TO 
EMPLOY AN APPROACH THAT MOVES AWAY FROM AN INFRASTRUCTURE FOCUS TO 
ONE THAT BUILDS ON THE CAPABILITIES OF EXISTING INSTITUTIONS. IN LINE 
WITH THIS, THE GOVERNMENT WILL BE DEVELOPING A NETWORK OR NEXUS OF 
CENTRES OF EXCELLENCE FROM EXISTING INSTITUTIONS AROUND THE COUNTRY, 
TO BE KNOWN AS BIONEXUS MALAYSIA. THIS BIONEXUS WILL REPRESENT THE 
BEST INSTITUTIONS THAT MALAYSIA HAS TO OFFER IN SPECIFIC BIOTECHNOLOGY 
SUB-SECTORS. 
 
 
22. AS A START, RESOURCES WILL BE PUT INTO DEVELOPING THREE CENTRES OF 
EXCELLENCE. THE CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE FOR AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY 
WILL BE FOCUSED AROUND MARDI AND UNIVERSITI PUTRA MALAYSIA. THE 
CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE FOR GENOMICS AND MOLECULAR BIOLOGY WILL BE 
FOCUSED IN UNIVERSITI KEBANGSAAN MALAYSIA. THE CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE 
FOR PHARMACEUTICALS AND NUTRACEUTICALS WILL BE BUILT IN THE ORIGINAL 
BIOVALLEY SITE IN DENGKIL. THESE CENTRES OF EXCELLENCE WILL BECOME 
ANCHORS AND ATTRACT THE SET-UP OF OTHER INSTITUTIONS AND COMPANIES IN 
RELATED AREAS OF EXPERTISE. IN FUTURE, THESE CENTRES OF EXCELLENCE WILL 
LINK UP WITH OTHER BIONEXUS CENTRES ALL AROUND THE COUNTRY IN A 
NETWORK OF COLLABORATION AND EXCHANGE OF IDEAS. 
 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
 
 
23. AFTER MUCH PLANNING AND EFFORT, WE COME TOGETHER TODAY TO 
INAUGURATE BIOMALAYSIA 2005, AN EVENT WHICH MARKS A SIGNIFICANT 
JUNCTURE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF MALAYSIA’S BIOTECHNOLOGY SECTOR. TODAY 
WE EMBARK UPON A NEW POLICY FOR BIOTECHNOLOGY AND WE RENEW OUR 
COMMITMENT TOWARDS REALISING OUR AMBITIONS. I HOPE THAT YOU WILL 
SHARE IN MY DETERMINATION TO MAKE MALAYSIA A KEY PLAYER ON THE WORLD’S 
BIOTECH AND LIFE SCIENCES STAGE. WE MUST MAKE IT OUR VISION AND SHARED 
OBJECTIVE TO BE A KEY CONTRIBUTOR TO THE WORLD’S STORE OF KNOWLEDGE. 
WE MUST ENDEAVOUR TO CULTIVATE DYNAMIC BIOTECH ENTERPRISES AND 
WORLD-CLASS BIOTECH MINDS. WE MUST TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO DISPROVE 
NAYSAYERS AND DETRACTORS BY FOCUSING OUR EFFORTS AND PUTTING IN THE 
WORK REQUIRED TO ACHIEVE RESULTS. 
 
 
24. I INVITE ALL STAKEHOLDERS TO WORK TOGETHER TO REALISE MALAYSIA’S 
BIOTECHNOLOGY POTENTIAL. MY GOVERNMENT WILL DO ALL IT CAN TO PROVIDE 
THE RIGHT ENVIRONMENT, BUT SUCCESS REQUIRES ALL PARTIES TO PLAY THEIR 
PART. IN THIS, I HOPE THAT I CAN COUNT ON ALL OF YOU TO GIVE YOUR VERY 
BEST, TO POOL YOUR EXPERTISE AND IDEAS IN THE SPIRIT OF COLLABORATION, 
FOR THE GOOD OF OUR PEOPLE, THE NATION AND THE WORLD AT LARGE. 
 
 
25. I AM HOPEFUL, YET I AM ALSO REALISTIC. MALAYSIA IS A NEW AND SMALL 
ENTRANT TO THE BIOTECH STAGE, FACING MANY CHALLENGES. NEVERTHELESS, I 
AM CONFIDENT THAT WE HAVE FORMULATED A SOUND SET OF STRATEGIES AND A 
COMPETITIVE PACKAGE OF SUPPORT. JUDGING BY THIS AND BY OUR STRENGTHS 



AND POTENTIAL, I CAN SAY THAT I LOOK FORWARD TO EXCITING AND REWARDING 
TIMES AHEAD FOR MALAYSIAN BIOTECHNOLOGY. 
 
 
26. ON THAT NOTE, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, IT IS MY PLEASURE TO DECLARE 
BIOMALAYSIA 2005 OFFICIALLY OPEN.  
 
 
 
THANK YOU. 


