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EXCELLENCIES, 
 
DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. 
 
 
I AM PLEASED TO HAVE BEEN INVITED YET AGAIN TO SPEAK AT THIS IMPORTANT 
CONFERENCE, MY THIRD TIME IN AS MANY YEARS. ON THE TWO PREVIOUS 
OCCASIONS THAT I WAS HERE, I SPOKE ABOUT EAST ASIAN REGIONAL 
INTEGRATION. I SPOKE ABOUT WHY IT IS NEEDED, WHY IT IS LOGICAL AND, 
INDEED, WHY IT IS INEVITABLE. I ARGUED THAT THE PROCESS MUST TRANSCEND 
ECONOMICS TO INCLUDE POLITICAL, SOCIAL AND SECURITY COMMUNITY 
BUILDING. I ALSO STATED MY FIRM CONVICTION THAT THE ASEAN PLUS THREE 
PROCESS MUST BE AT THE CENTRE OF COMMUNITY BUILDING EFFORTS. TO MY 
MIND, NO OTHER OPTION IS AS SENSIBLE OR FEASIBLE. I FURTHER ARGUED THAT 
THE ASEAN PLUS THREE PROCESS IS ENTIRELY CONSISTENT WITH THE PRINCIPLES 
OF OPENNESS AND INCLUSIVENESS.  
 
 
2. AT THIS CONFERENCE, I WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH YOU MY THOUGHTS ON 
SOME OF THE CONTINUING CHALLENGES THAT LIE IN THE WAY OF EAST ASIA 
COMMUNITY BUILDING. THIS IS AN IMPORTANT SUBJECT BECAUSE OF THE NEW 
DEVELOPMENTS THAT HAVE TAKEN PLACE SINCE OUR LAST MEETING, THE MOST 
IMPORTANT OF WHICH HAS BEEN THE INITIATION OF THE EAST ASIA SUMMIT IN 
KUALA LUMPUR IN DECEMBER 2005. IT IS ALSO AN IMPORTANT SUBJECT IN VIEW 
OF THE POWERFUL GEOPOLITICAL AND GEO-ECONOMIC PRESSURES THAT ARE 
BUILDING IN THE REGION AND GLOBALLY. 
 
 
3. LET ME BEGIN BY TRACING THE KEY LANDMARKS IN THE EVOLUTION OF THE 
HISTORIC COMMUNITY BUILDING INITIATIVE OF EAST ASIA. THE FIRST STEP WAS 
TAKEN WHEN MALAYSIA PROPOSED AN EAST ASIA ECONOMIC GROUP IN 1990 AS A 
WAY OF OVERCOMING THE IMPASSE IN THE URUGUAY ROUND OF MULTILATERAL 
TRADE NEGOTIATIONS, FOLLOWING THE FAILURE OF THE BRUSSELS MINISTERIAL 
MEETING. THE IDEA THEN WAS THAT THE E.A.E.G COULD BE A FORCE, MUCH AS 
THE CAIRNS GROUP WAS, AND STILL IS, IN THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR. THE 
E.A.E.G WAS, IN OTHER WORDS, A RESPONSE TO A PROBLEM. IN THE INTEREST OF 
TIME, I WILL NOT GO INTO ALL THE REASONS WHY THIS PROPOSAL WAS 
MISUNDERSTOOD, INTENTIONALLY AND OTHERWISE. SUFFICE IT TO SAY THAT, 
ALTHOUGH ASEAN SAW ITS SIGNIFICANCE AND ADOPTED IT AS THE EAST ASIA 
ECONOMIC CAUCUS IN 1992 AS A MEANS OF PROMOTING COOPERATION IN 



ECONOMIC MATTERS, SOME OTHER COUNTRIES IN THE REGION THOUGHT 
OTHERWISE.  
 
 
4. THE LACK OF CONSENSUS MADE THE EAST ASIA INITIATIVE LARGELY DORMANT 
UNTIL 1997. IT TOOK THE FINANCIAL CRISIS THAT DESCENDED UPON THE REGION 
THAT YEAR TO CONVINCE THE COUNTRIES OF EAST ASIA THAT THEY WOULD 
REALLY NEED TO WORK TOGETHER IF THEIR GREATEST CONCERNS ARE TO BE 
BETTER ADDRESSED. THROUGHOUT THE REGION THERE WAS CAPITAL FLIGHT, 
CURRENCY COLLAPSE, SOARING INTEREST RATES, EXTREME FINANCIAL DISTRESS, 
DEPRESSED EQUITY MARKETS AND UNPRECEDENTED ECONOMIC RECESSIONS. THE 
LACK OF COMPREHENSIVE ASSISTANCE FROM COUNTRIES OUTSIDE OF THE 
REGION AND FROM INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS MADE IT CLEAR THAT EAST 
ASIAN COUNTRIES WERE ON THEIR OWN. THEY REALIZED THAT THEY WOULD HAVE 
TO DO SOMETHING FOR THEMSELVES BECAUSE NO ONE ELSE WOULD. AS USUAL, 
THE THREAT OF ECONOMIC COLLAPSE CREATED THE POWERFUL INCENTIVES FOR 
COOPERATION THAT THE EUPHORIA OF ECONOMIC PROSPERITY COULD NOT.  
 
 
5. THE ALARMING SITUATION PROMPTED REGIONAL STATES TO HOLD THE FIRST 
ASEAN PLUS THREE SUMMIT ON AN INFORMAL BASIS IN KUALA LUMPUR DURING 
THE COMMEMORATION OF THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF ASEAN. THE INITIATIVE TO 
BUILD AN EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY GAINED MOMENTUM SINCE THEN. THE EAST 
ASIA VISION GROUP AND THE EAST ASIA STUDY GROUP, IN WHICH WE ALL 
PARTICIPATED FULLY, OUTLINED THE VISION AND OBJECTIVES OF THE EAST ASIA 
COMMUNITY. WE COMMITTED OURSELVES TO NO LESS THAN 26 HIGH PRIORITY 
MEASURES IN PURSUIT OF THE STATED OBJECTIVES TO REALISE OUR COMMON 
VISION. 
 
 
6. OUT OF THE DESIRE TO MEET OUR COMMON NEEDS, SCHEMES SUCH AS THE 
NEW MIYAZAWA INITIATIVE AND THE CHIANG MAI INITIATIVE WERE BORN. THE 
NEW MIYAZAWA INITIATIVE, ANNOUNCED IN OCTOBER 1998, PROVIDED FOR 30 
BILLION US DOLLARS OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE BY JAPAN TO INDONESIA, 
MALAYSIA, PHILIPPINES, SOUTH KOREA AND THAILAND, OUT OF WHICH 21 
BILLION DOLLARS WAS EVENTUALLY ALLOCATED. I WOULD LIKE TO RECORD AGAIN 
MY PROFOUND APPRECIATION TO THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN FOR THE TIMELY 
ASSISTANCE TO MALAYSIA. THE SPIRIT OF CARING THAT JAPAN DEMONSTRATED 
TO FELLOW EAST ASIAN COUNTRIES WHEN THEY WERE IN DISTRESS 
DEMONSTRATES WHAT BEING PART OF A COMMUNITY IS ALL ABOUT.  
 
 
7. THE CHIANG MAI INITIATIVE OF MAY 2000 COMPRISED COOPERATION IN 
MONITORING CAPITAL FLOWS, REGIONAL SURVEILLANCE, PERSONNEL TRAINING 
AND A BILATERAL CURRENCY SWAP ARRANGEMENT NETWORK. I MUST COMMEND 
THE GOOD WORK OF OUR FINANCE MINISTERS FOR ENHANCING AND FINE-TUNING 
THE SWAP ARRANGEMENTS AND BOLSTERING DOMESTIC DEBT MARKETS. THE SIZE 
OF THE CURRENCY SWAP AGREEMENTS TODAY HAS DOUBLED TO US$71.5 BILLION 
FROM US$39.5 BILLION WHEN WE MET IN THIS CONFERENCE LAST YEAR. THE 
WORK MAY HAVE BEEN SLOW BUT PERSISTENCE HAS PAID OFF. 
 
 
 



8. THE CONVENING OF THE FIRST EAST ASIA SUMMIT AT THE END OF 2005 
MARKED ANOTHER MILESTONE IN THE EVOLUTION OF THE EAST ASIA INITIATIVE. 
INDIA, AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND JOINED THE EAST ASIA COUNTRIES IN A 
FORUM FOR DIALOGUE ON BROAD STRATEGIC ISSUES OF COMMON INTEREST TO 
PROMOTE COMMUNITY BUILDING IN THE REGION. 
 
 
9. THIS IS WHERE WE ARE NOW. MANY CHALLENGES REMAIN. I BELIEVE THAT WE 
SHOULD NOT BE DETERRED BY CHALLENGES, HOWEVER INTIMIDATING THEY MAY 
APPEAR TO BE. INDEED THEY SHOULD ACT AS A SPUR TO PROD US INTO TAKING 
MORE CONCERTED ACTION. CHALLENGES ARE NOT UNIQUE TO THE EAST ASIA 
INITIATIVE. HISTORY TELLS US THAT EVERY GRAND ENTERPRISE ENTERING INTO 
UNCHARTED WATERS CONFRONTED ITS OWN SET OF CHALLENGES. SIXTY YEARS 
ON, THE EUROPEAN UNION, THE OLDEST AND MOST SUCCESSFUL REGIONAL 
ENTERPRISE SO FAR, ALSO CONTINUES TO CONFRONT MANY CHALLENGES. WE 
SHOULD THEREFORE PERSEVERE. 
 
 
10. AMONG THE CHALLENGES WE FACE, LET ME HIGHLIGHT THE THREE THAT I 
THINK ARE THE MOST CRUCIAL AND THE MOST URGENT. I WILL CALL THE FIRST 
THE CHALLENGE OF COHESION; THE SECOND THE CHALLENGE OF CONVICTION; 
AND THE THIRD THE CHALLENGE OF IMPLEMENTATION.  
 
 
11. I HAVE PLACED THE CHALLENGE OF COHESION FIRST ON THE LIST FOR GOOD 
REASON. IF THERE IS NO SOLIDARITY AMONG MEMBERS OF A COLLECTIVE 
ENTERPRISE, THAT ENTERPRISE IS DOOMED TO FAIL. AND I AM SURE WE WILL ALL 
CONCEDE THAT IN THE LAST TWO YEARS OUR SOLIDARITY HAS BEEN SERIOUSLY 
DENTED. YOU WOULD REMEMBER THAT LAST YEAR, THE DARK CLOUDS OF SINO-
JAPANESE RELATIONS HUNG LOW OVER THIS CONFERENCE. I WAS DISAPPOINTED 
THAT THE BILATERAL MEETING BETWEEN PRIME MINISTER KOIZUMI AND VICE 
PREMIER WU DID NOT TAKE PLACE. I WAS NOT ALONE. I SAID THEN THAT WE HAD 
TO BE CAREFUL NOT TO RETURN TO A HISTORY WHEN ASIA WAS DIVIDED AND 
CARVED UP AT THE WHIMS AND FANCIES OF OTHERS.  
 
 
12. I AM AFRAID I HAVE TO BE CANDID AND SAY THAT THE SITUATION HAS 
WORSENED. OUR ECONOMICS IS PUSHING US IN ONE DIRECTION, BUT OUR 
POLITICS IS PULLING US IN ANOTHER. IN ADDITION TO THE DIFFICULTIES 
BETWEEN BEIJING AND TOKYO, RELATIONS BETWEEN SEOUL AND TOKYO HAVE 
ALSO BECOME FURTHER STRAINED. SOUTHEAST ASIA TOO CONTAIN MANY 
UNRESOLVED PROBLEMS. WE MUST EXPECT SOME DIFFERENCES BETWEEN STATES. 
THEY ARE ONLY NATURAL. BUT WHEN DIFFERENCES LEAD NATIONS TO PULL IN 
DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS, THEN WE WILL ALL SUFFER THE CONSEQUENCES. THE 
REPERCUSSIONS WILL BE EVEN MORE DISASTROUS IF SOME OF OUR ACTIONS 
RESULT IN THE UNDERMINING OF THE EAST ASIA COMMUNITY INITIATIVE THAT WE 
NURTURED AND LAUNCHED TOGETHER.  
 
 
13. WE MUST PUT AN END TO THIS UNHEALTHY SLIDE IN OUR RELATIONS. WE 
MUST CLOSE RANKS OVER THE EAST ASIA ENTERPRISE AND RESTORE OUR 
COHESION. IF WE CANNOT RESOLVE OUR DIFFERENCES EASILY, WE SHOULD AT 
LEAST ATTEMPT TO MODERATE OUR SENTIMENTS TOWARDS EACH OTHER. ABOVE 



ALL, WE SHOULD NOT LET OUR BILATERAL DIFFERENCES GET IN THE WAY OF 
BUILDING THE EAST ASIA COMMUNITY. WE SHOULD NOT ALLOW REGIONAL 
COOPERATION TO BE HELD HOSTAGE TO BILATERAL CONSTRAINTS. MANY OF THE 
MEMBERS OF ASEAN, FOR INSTANCE, ALSO HAVE OUTSTANDING BILATERAL 
ISSUES. BUT WE HAVE NEVER ALLOWED THEM TO FRUSTRATE COOPERATION 
WITHIN ASEAN, AND EACH OF US WOULD ALWAYS EXERCISE CARE NOT TO 
UNDERMINE ASEAN AS AN ORGANIZATION.  
 
 
14. CHINA, AS A GIANT ECONOMY, AND STILL GROWING, HAS GIVEN RISE TO 
CERTAIN APPREHENSIONS. IT HAS LED MANY REGIONAL COUNTRIES TO BELIEVE 
THAT CHINA IS BECOMING A THREAT. THIS WILL AFFECT OUR RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH CHINA. THIS WILL LEAD TO UNNECESSARY HEDGING AGAINST CHINA. SUCH 
AN ATTITUDE WILL AFFECT OUR COHESIVENESS AND DAMPEN OUR EFFORTS AT 
COMMUNITY BUILDING IN EAST ASIA. THE SO-CALLED “CHINA THREAT”, IT SEEMS 
TO ME, NEEDS TO BE EXAMINED MORE DISPASSIONATELY. 
 
 
15. LET ME PROCEED NOW TO THE SECOND CHALLENGE, THE CHALLENGE OF 
CONVICTION. FOR INSTANCE, THERE ARE APPREHENSIONS THAT IF EAST ASIA 
COOPERATION BECOMES STRONG, ASEAN COOPERATION WILL BECOME WEAK. 
THERE ARE ALSO CONCERNS THAT COMING INTO BEING OF THE EAST ASIA 
COMMUNITY WILL BE AT THE EXPENSE OF THE ASEAN COMMUNITY THAT IS 
ENVISAGED IN BALI CONCORD II (TWO).  
 
 
16. SUCH APPREHENSIONS ARE UNFORTUNATE INDEED. THEY WILL ONLY SERVE TO 
CONTRIBUTE TO OUR MUTUAL DETRIMENT, NOT TO OUR MUTUAL GOOD. ALL THE 
DIFFERENT PROCESSES - ASEAN, ASEAN PLUS THREE, EAST ASIA SUMMIT - ARE 
MEANT TO COMPLEMENT AND SUPPORT EACH OTHER, NOT TO BALANCE AND 
CHECK EACH OTHER. EACH PROCESS HAS ITS OWN LOGIC AND PURPOSE, AND 
EACH DESERVES ITS OWN MEASURE OF CONVICTION. EACH NEEDS TO BE 
PROMOTED IN EARNEST, NOT AGAINST EACH OTHER, BUT IN TANDEM WITH ONE 
ANOTHER. 
 
 
17. LET ME BE CRYSTAL CLEAR ON MALAYSIA’S POSITION. MALAYSIA BELIEVES 
THAT THE CORE OF THE EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY MUST BE ASEAN. ASEAN HAS 
SOME WEAKNESSES AND DISADVANTAGES AS A REGIONAL ORGANISATION. BUT 
ONLY ASEAN HAS THE REQUISITE CREDENTIALS AND CHARACTERISTICS UPON 
WHICH TO ANCHOR AN EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY. ITS ORGANISATIONAL NORMS, 
BEHAVIOUR AND PRACTICES ARE WELL ESTABLISHED. IT IS COMMITTED TO 
PROMOTING REGIONAL COOPERATION FOR PEACE AND PROSPERITY. IT IS A FORCE 
FOR MODERATION AND A THREAT TO NONE. IT BELIEVES IN OPEN REGIONALISM 
AND WORKING WITH ALL FOR MUTUAL GOOD. ASEAN’S AGENDA IS REGIONAL 
FIRST, ALL OTHERS SECOND.  
 
 
18. I AM CONVINCED THEREFORE THAT ASEAN IS THE APPROPRIATE ANCHOR OF 
ALL REGIONAL INITIATIVES IN THE REGION. ASEAN SHALL ALSO DRIVE BOTH THE 
ASEAN PLUS THREE AS WELL AS THE EAST ASIA SUMMIT PROCESSES, WITH THE 
ACTIVE PARTICIPATION OF ALL THE OTHER COUNTRIES INVOLVED. ASEAN WILL 
NOT ALLOW ANY COUNTRY TO DOMINATE THE PROCESSES BECAUSE THE “ASEAN 



WAY” DISAPPROVES OF DOMINATION. ASEAN WILL THEREFORE CONTINUE TO 
CHAIR BOTH PROCESSES. IT HAS BECOME COMMONPLACE TO SPEAK OF ASEAN AS 
BEING IN THE DRIVING SEAT OF EAST ASIAN COOPERATION. IN FACT, ASEAN IS 
MORE THAN JUST THE DRIVER. IN MANY RESPECTS, IT IS ALSO THE ENGINE. 
 
 
19. MALAYSIA IS FULLY COMMITTED TO THE PROPOSITION THAT ASEAN PLAYS A 
CENTRAL ROLE IN PROMOTING REGIONAL COOPERATION. AT THE SAME TIME 
MALAYSIA IS FULLY AND TOTALLY COMMITTED TO THE ASEAN PLUS THREE AND 
EAST ASIA SUMMIT PROCESSES AS WELL. OUR COMMITMENT TO THESE TWO 
PROCESSES WILL BE IN COMPLETE CONFORMITY WITH THEIR RESPECTIVE 
INTENDED PURPOSES. THE KUALA LUMPUR DECLARATION OF THE ASEAN PLUS 
THREE SUMMIT IN DECEMBER LAST YEAR STATED UNAMBIGUOUSLY THAT THE 
ASEAN PLUS THREE PROCESS - AND I QUOTE – “WILL CONTINUE TO BE THE MAIN 
VEHICLE” TO REALISE AN EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY.  
 
 
20. WE ARE LIKEWISE COMMITTED TO THE EAST ASIA SUMMIT PROCESS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE KUALA LUMPUR DECLARATION ON THE EAST ASIA SUMMIT 
LAST DECEMBER. THE DECLARATION SAYS THAT THE SUMMIT WILL BE - AND I 
QUOTE - “A FORUM FOR DIALOGUE ON BROAD STRATEGIC, POLITICAL, AND 
ECONOMIC ISSUES OF COMMON INTEREST AND CONCERN IN EAST ASIA”. THE 
DECLARATION FURTHER STATES THAT THE SUMMIT’S ROLE IN PROMOTING 
COMMUNITY BUILDING IN THE REGION WILL REINFORCE THE REALISATION OF THE 
ASEAN COMMUNITY, AND THAT IT “WILL FORM AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE 
EVOLVING REGIONAL ARCHITECTURE”.  
 
 
21. THIS REGIONAL ARCHITECTURE WILL BE THE SUBJECT OF MUCH DELIBERATION 
IN THE MONTHS AHEAD. THE ASEAN PLUS THREE PROCESS HAS BEEN TASKED TO 
PRODUCE THE SECOND JOINT STATEMENT ON EAST ASIA COOPERATION AT ITS 
TENTH ANNIVERSARY IN 2007. THE EAST ASIA SUMMIT WILL CONVENE IN THE 
PHILIPPINES IN DECEMBER THIS YEAR, AND IT WILL ATTEMPT TO TAKE THE 
SUMMIT A STEP FORWARD FROM THE INAUGURAL MEETING HELD IN KUALA 
LUMPUR LAST YEAR. IN BOTH INSTANCES, MUCH WILL DEPEND UPON ASEAN, 
BECAUSE IT CHAIRS AND DRIVES BOTH PROCESSES.  
 
 
22. THE COUNTRIES OF EAST ASIA MUST RENEW THEIR CONVICTION IN THE 
ASEAN PLUS THREE PROCESS. THAT PROCESS SHOULD REMAIN AS THE PRIMARY 
VEHICLE FOR COMMUNITY BUILDING IN EAST ASIA. I SEE AT LEAST THREE VERY 
GOOD REASONS WHY THIS PROCESS MUST REMAIN THE PRIMARY VEHICLE.  
 
 
23. FIRST, BECAUSE WE ACHIEVED FULL CONSENSUS ON THE EAST ASIA 
COMMUNITY BUILDING PROCESS FROM THE VERY INCEPTION OF OUR INITIATIVE 
TO BUILD AN EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY. THIS CONSENSUS WAS NO ORDINARY 
CONSENSUS. IT WAS A CONSENSUS FORGED IN THE MEMBERS OF THE ASIAN 
FINANCIAL CRISIS, WHEN NONE OUTSIDE THE EAST ASIAN CIRCLE FELT MOVED 
ENOUGH TO COME TO OUR HELP IN OUR HOUR OF GREAT NEED. 
 
 
 



24. SECOND, BECAUSE WE HAVE ALREADY INVESTED NINE YEARS IN BUILDING 
THIS COMMUNITY THROUGH THE ASEAN PLUS THREE PROCESS. WE WORKED HARD 
AT THIS, EACH DOING OUR BIT TO LAY THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE EAST ASIA 
COMMUNITY THAT WAS BASED ON A CLEAR VISION OF WHAT THIS COMMUNITY 
SHOULD LOOK LIKE AND THE PURPOSES THAT IT SHOULD SERVE. WE ARE NOW 
LOOKING TO THE NEXT TEN YEARS TO BUILD ON THE PROGRESS WE HAVE MADE 
SO FAR. THERE IS LITTLE TO BE GAINED BY DIVERTING FROM THE PATH WE HAVE 
SET FOR OURSELVES. 
 
 
25. THIRD, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, BECAUSE IT MAKES EMINENT SENSE. WHAT 
WE ARE ENGAGED IN IS NOT MERE COOPERATION. IT IS COMMUNITY BUILDING, 
SOMETHING THAT IS MORE EXACTING AND WHICH REQUIRES GREATER 
COMMONALITIES AMONG THE PARTIES INVOLVED. A COMMUNITY MUST BE BUILT 
BY THE PEOPLE OF THAT COMMUNITY, IN THEIR OWN MOULD. THE PEOPLE OF A 
COMMUNITY MUST SHARE MORE THAN A COMMON ECONOMIC OR SECURITY SPACE. 
THEY MUST ALSO SHARE A BROADLY COMMON SOCIAL AND CULTURAL SPACE. 
ONLY THEN CAN THAT COMMUNITY BOND TOGETHER AND ENDURE. IN OTHER 
WORDS, THE EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY MUST COMPRISE EAST ASIANS, AND IT 
MUST BE BUILT BY EAST ASIANS.  
 
 
26. IF I SOUND LIKE I AM ADVOCATING A CLOSED EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY, LET 
ME HASTEN TO CORRECT ANY SUCH IMPRESSION. I BELIEVE THAT THE EAST ASIAN 
COMMUNITY MUST ENGAGE FULLY WITH THE OUTSIDE WORLD. ONLY THEN CAN IT 
PROSPER. WE MUST ENGAGE FULLY WITH ALL THE NATIONS THAT ARE IMPORTANT 
TO US, THROUGH ALL THE FORUMS AND VEHICLES MOST IMPORTANT TO US. IT IS 
FOR THIS PURPOSE THAT WE EMBARKED UPON THE EAST ASIA SUMMIT INITIATIVE, 
AND IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT WE SHOULD WELCOME AND FURTHER DEVELOP 
THIS PROCESS. THE SUMMIT PROCESS ENABLES THE ASEAN PLUS THREE 
COUNTRIES TO ENGAGE AND COOPERATE FULLY WITH THE OTHER PARTICIPANTS 
OF THE PROCESS FOR MUTUAL BENEFIT.  
 
 
27. AS PARTICIPANTS IN THE EAST ASIA SUMMIT PROCESS, THERE IS MUCH THAT 
INDIA, AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND CAN OFFER TO THE COMMUNITY BUILDING 
EFFORT IN EAST ASIA. THEIR CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS TRADE AND ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT WILL BE PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT. SIMILARLY, A DYNAMIC AND 
GROWING EAST ASIA ALSO PROVIDES MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO THESE THREE 
COUNTRIES AS WELL. IT IS IN THIS CONTEXT THAT THE EAST ASIA SUMMIT ALSO 
PROMOTES COMMUNITY BUILDING IN EAST ASIA, AND IS A PART OF THE EVOLVING 
REGIONAL ARCHITECTURE.  
 
 
28. LET ME TURN NOW TO THE THIRD CHALLENGE, THAT IS THE CHALLENGE OF 
IMPLEMENTATION. WE NEED COHESION AND COOPERATION AMONG THE EAST 
ASIAN COUNTRIES. WE NEED TO STRENGTHEN CONVICTION IN THE PROCESSES 
THAT WE HAVE ESTABLISHED AND THE ROLES THAT WE HAVE ASSIGNED FOR 
THEM. BUT ALL THESE WILL NOT COUNT FOR MUCH IF WE DO NOT COMMIT 
OURSELVES TO FULLY IMPLEMENTING THE VARIOUS INITIATIVES AND 
PROGRAMMES THAT WE HAVE AGREED UPON AND THOSE THAT WE WILL ADOPT IN 
THE FUTURE.  



 
 
29. THE CHALLENGE OF IMPLEMENTATION IS NOT UNIQUE TO THE EAST ASIA 
ENTERPRISE. BACK HOME, IN MALAYSIA, ONE OF MY GREATEST CHALLENGES IS TO 
IMPLEMENT THE PLANS THAT WE HAVE APPROVED AND DELIVER ON THE PROMISES 
THAT I HAVE MADE. MY GREATEST CHALLENGE NOW IS TO SUCCESSFULLY 
IMPLEMENT THE NINTH MALAYSIA PLAN, AN AMBITIOUS FIVE-YEAR DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN, WHICH REPRESENTS THE FINAL PUSH FOR ACHIEVING THE STATUS OF A 
FULLY DEVELOPED NATION BY 2020. I HAVE LABELLED IT AS THE NATIONAL 
MISSION, TO REFLECT THE IMPORTANCE OF THE WAY FORWARD AND THE 
SANCTITY OF THE OBJECTIVES.  
 
 
30. WE LAG BEHIND IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SEVERAL OF THE MEASURES 
THAT WE HAD AGREED UPON. NOT SURPRISINGLY, WE NEED TO DO MUCH MORE IN 
THE FIELD OF POVERTY ALLEVIATION, AN AREA OF CORE CONCERN FOR NEARLY 
EVERY DEVELOPING COUNTRY IN THE REGION. WE ARE ALSO WELL BEHIND IN 
REALISING OUR INITIATIVE TO BUILD AN EAST ASIA FREE TRADE AREA. WE 
IDENTIFIED IT AS A LONG-TERM MEASURE ALBEIT OF HIGH PRIORITY, BUT THE 
FAILURE OF THE WORLD TRADE ORGANISATION TO ACHIEVE SUBSTANTIAL 
PROGRESS IN THE MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS IN THE DOHA 
DEVELOPMENT ROUND SO FAR, MAKES IT IMPERATIVE THAT WE PURSUE, WITH 
GREATER URGENCY AND SERIOUSNESS, AN EAST ASIA FREE TRADE AREA. WE 
SHOULD MAKE GREATER EFFORT TO CONSOLIDATE AND LINK THE MANY BILATERAL 
AND SUB-REGIONAL F.T.A.S. THAT WE ALREADY POSSESS. A REGION-WIDE F.T.A. 
THAT CREATES A MARKET OF ALMOST TWO BILLION PEOPLE WILL BE THE LARGEST 
IN THE WORLD. ONCE ESTABLISHED, IT WILL BE THE MOST IMPRESSIVE 
ACHIEVEMENT YET OF COOPERATION AND COMMUNITY BUILDING IN EAST ASIA. 
 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
 
 
31. WHEN WE MET IN 1997 AT THE FIRST ASEAN PLUS THREE SUMMIT, WE 
LAUNCHED AN INITIATIVE OF PROFOUND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE. THAT WAS 
THE FIRST DIFFICULT STEP IN THE DIRECTION OF BUILDING THE EAST ASIAN 
COMMUNITY. DESPITE MANY CONSTRAINTS AND OBSTACLES, AS WELL AS SOME 
DISAPPOINTMENTS, WE MADE STEADY PROGRESS. WE CAN BE PROUD OF SOME OF 
OUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS. BUT WE ARE AT A CRITICAL JUNCTURE NOW. THE 
UNIFYING IMPULSE OF THE ASIAN FINANCIAL CRISIS APPEARS TO HAVE LOST 
SOME OF ITS MOMENTUM. IN THE YEARS THAT INTERVENED, NEW ANXIETIES AND 
DOUBTS HAVE DEVELOPED. SOME OF US APPEAR TO BE TUGGING IN DIFFERENT 
DIRECTIONS. 
 
 
32. WE MUST ENSURE THAT WE DO NOT FALTER OR DRIFT. ABOVE ALL, WE MUST 
NOT STRAY. AS WE STAND POISED ON THE THRESHOLD OF THE SECOND DECADE 
OF OUR COOPERATIVE ENTERPRISE, LET US COME TOGETHER AND RE-DEDICATE 
OURSELVES TOWARDS REALISING THE VISION OF AN EAST ASIAN COMMUNITY 
THAT IS BUILT ON POWERFUL RESOLVE, COMMON PURPOSE AND UNITED 
ENDEAVOUR.  
 
 



33. IT IS MY DEEPEST WISH THAT WHEN WE GATHER AGAIN HERE IN TOKYO NEXT 
YEAR, WE WILL BE ABLE TO REPORT GOOD AND SOUND PROGRESS.  
 
 
 
THANK YOU. 


