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1. IT IS A REAL PLEASURE FOR ME TO BE HERE WITH YOU TODAY AT THIS FOURTH 
CHAPTER OF THE KHAZANAH GLOBAL LECTURE SERIES. THIS INITIATIVE HAS BEEN 
A TREAT AND A JOY FOR MALAYSIANS, ENABLING MANY TO HEAR FOR THE FIRST 
TIME THE VIEWS AND EXPERIENCES OF RENOWNED GLOBAL FIGURES. 
 
2. FOR THIS, I BELIEVE MANY MALAYSIANS WILL JOIN ME IN THANKING DATO’ 
AZMAN MOKHTAR AND HIS TEAM FOR PUTTING TOGETHER THIS WONDERFUL 
PROGRAM. I THINK MANY HAVE REDISCOVERED THROUGH THIS PROGRAM THAT 
THERE IS NO GREATER JOY THAN THE JOY OF SHARING AND LEARNING. THE 
APPRECIATION FOR LEARNING IS VITAL IN BUILDING A SOCIETY’S INTELLECTUAL 
CAPACITY, AND SO, I VERY MUCH HOPE THAT KHAZANAH WILL CONTINUE THIS 
EFFORT IN YEARS TO COME. 
 
3. THE GLOBAL LECTURE SERIES WAS CONCEIVED IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 
COUNTRY’S 50TH YEAR OF INDEPENDENCE. THIS CONJUNCTION UNDERLINES ONCE 
AGAIN THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS YEAR OF CELEBRATION. 
 
4. 50 YEARS OF CHARTING OUR OWN COURSE IN THE WORLD. 50 YEARS OF 
IMMENSE SOCIOECONOMIC ACHIEVEMENT. 50 YEARS OF UNITING AN INHERITED 
COLLAGE OF HOPES AND DREAMS INTO THE VIBRANT TAPESTRY THAT 26 MILLION 
PEOPLE TODAY CALL THEIR COUNTRY AND HOME. 
 
5. AS WE REFLECT ON OUR HARD-WON VICTORIES, WE ALSO CONTINUE TO MOVE 
FORWARD. IN 2007 WE SAW THE LAUNCHING OF 2 NEW GROWTH CORRIDORS – 
THE NORTHERN CORRIDOR ECONOMIC REGION AND THE EAST COAST ECONOMIC 
REGION. TOGETHER WITH THE ISKANDAR DEVELOPMENT REGION, LAUNCHED IN 
2006, THESE THREE GROWTH CORRIDORS REPRESENT A NEW CONCERTED EFFORT 
TO EXTEND GROWTH AND PROSPERITY TO ALL CORNERS OF PENINSULAR 
MALAYSIA. THE PLANS FOR SABAH AND SARAWAK ARE SOON TO FOLLOW. 
 
 



6. 2007 SAW THE COMMENCEMENT OF SOME MAJOR INITIATIVES IN HIGH-
PRIORITY AREAS. THE EDUCATION BLUEPRINT AND THE STRATEGIC PLAN ON 
HIGHER EDUCATION WERE ANNOUNCED AND ROLLED OUT, TARGETING 
DEFICIENCIES IN THE CURRENT SYSTEM AND WORKING TOWARDS IMPLEMENTING 
LONG-TERM IMPROVEMENTS. THE TASKFORCE TO FACILITATE BUSINESS, OR 
PEMUDAH, WAS ESTABLISHED AND IS SINCE WORKING HARD TO REDUCE THE 
COST OF DOING BUSINESS IN MALAYSIA. CIVIL SERVICE SALARIES WERE 
REVIEWED TO ENCOURAGE RETENTION OF TALENT AND A CONTRACT SCHEME FOR 
TOP CIVIL SERVANTS WAS ANNOUNCED TO REWARD MORE CLOSELY TO 
PERFORMANCE. 
 
7. 2007 SAW NEW HEIGHTS SCALED IN BUSINESS. THE STOCK MARKET REACHED 
RECORD HIGHS WITH MARKET CAPITALISATION BREAKING THE ONE TRILLION 
RINGGIT MARK. INTERNATIONAL TRADE OF GOODS AND SERVICES ALSO 
EXCEEDED ONE TRILLION RINGGIT. REAL PROPERTY GAINS TAX WAS DONE AWAY 
WITH, DRIVING ACTIVITY IN THE PROPERTY MARKET. AND RECENTLY, THE 
BIGGEST LISTED PLANTATION COMPANY IN THE WORLD WAS CREATED. 
 
8. 2007 SAW THE FIRST EVER MALAYSIAN GO INTO SPACE, ALONG WITH MANY 
OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS. 
 
9. IT WAS TRULY A TREMENDOUS YEAR – FOR MALAYSIA, FOR MALAYSIANS. AND 
SO IT WAS ONLY FITTING THAT IN 2007 WE WELCOMED TO OUR COUNTRY 4 
INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE MADE A HUGE IMPACT ON THE WORLD. THROUGH THE 
KHAZANAH GLOBAL LECTURE SERIES, WE MET KOFI ANNAN, THE FORMER 
SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS; MUHAMMAD YUNUS, FOUNDER OF 
GRAMEEN BANK; AND JOSEPH STIGLITZ, RENOWNED ECONOMIST AND AUTHOR. 
WE ALSO WELCOMED JEFFREY SACHS – NO STRANGER TO MALAYSIA – BUT WHOSE 
VISIT IN 2007 WAS PARTICULARLY MEANINGFUL WHEN HE BECAME THE FIRST 
HOLDER OF THE ROYAL PROFESSOR UNGKU AZIZ CHAIR AND CENTRE FOR 
POVERTY AND DEVELOPMENT STUDIES AT UNIVERSITI MALAYA. 
 
10. THESE TOWERING PERSONALITIES GAVE US A GLIMPSE OF THEMSELVES, NOT 
AS EXPERTS OR SAGES, BUT AS HUMAN BEINGS WHO CARE DEEPLY ABOUT THE 
WORLD. THEY SHOWED US WHAT IS POSSIBLE WHEN THERE IS COMPASSION, 
INTELLIGENCE AND DETERMINATION. THEY SHOWED US WHAT A DIFFERENCE WE 
CAN MAKE IF WE BELIEVE IN OUR IDEAS AND CARRY THEM THROUGH. 
 
11. GIVEN THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE, IT IS ALSO GRATIFYING TO HEAR 
THEIR CLEAR REGARD FOR OUR COUNTRY. IN SPEECH AFTER SPEECH, MALAYSIA 
WAS HELD TO BE A TRUE EXAMPLE OF NATION-BUILDING SUCCESS – MULTI-
ETHNIC AND PEACEFUL; A REMARKABLE TRACK RECORD IN REDUCING POVERTY; 
EXTENSIVE SOCIAL MOBILITY WHICH PRODUCED A HUGE MIDDLE-CLASS; A 
THRIVING OPEN ECONOMY. WE, OURSELVES, ARE SEEN AS A MODEL, WITH MUCH 
TO OFFER THE WORLD. REPEATEDLY WE ARE ASKED AND EVEN URGED TO IMPART 
OUR KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE, SO THAT MORE PEOPLE IN THE DEVELOPING 
WORLD MAY KNOW SUSTAINED PEACE AND PROSPERITY. 
 
12. THIS IS NOT MERE POLITENESS OR COURTESY, NOR BOASTING OR BEATING 
ONE’S OWN CHEST. TIME AFTER TIME, MALAYSIA CONTINUES TO SURPRISE AND 
INSPIRE THOSE WHO WORK ACTIVELY IN SOCIOECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND 
POVERTY ERADICATION. FOLLOWING 9/11, THIS RECOGNITION WAS FURTHER 
REINFORCED DUE TO MALAYSIA’S MUSLIM MAJORITY. 



13. AS WE DRAW CLOSER TO THE END OF A TRULY MEMORABLE YEAR, IT IS 
WORTHWHILE TO CONSIDER THIS QUESTION OF MALAYSIA’S ROLE IN THE WORLD 
GOING FORWARD. I.E. THE QUESTION OF ‘WHAT NEXT’ FOR MALAYSIA. 
 
14. FOR THE SAKE OF OUR FUTURE, WE SHOULD PRESS ON WITH THE WORK OF 
CARRYING OUT THE FIVE THRUSTS OF THE NATIONAL MISSION. WE SHOULD 
CONTINUE TO DRIVE THE ECONOMY TOWARDS HIGHER VALUE SECTORS AND 
ACTIVITIES. WE SHOULD CONTINUE TO UPGRADE OUR EDUCATION SYSTEM. WE 
SHOULD CONTINUE TO REDUCE INEQUALITIES IN INCOME AND OPPORTUNITY. WE 
SHOULD CONTINUE TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE. AND WE SHOULD 
CONTINUE TO IMPROVE THE EFFECTIVENESS AND PERFORMANCE OF OUR PUBLIC 
INSTITUTIONS, FROM THE CIVIL SERVICE TO THE JUDICIARY. 
 
15. IF WE STAY COMMITTED TO THIS COURSE, WE CAN ONLY GROW STRONGER IN 
THE EYES OF THE WORLD. WE WOULD SUCCESSFULLY EVOLVE FROM OUR MIDDLE-
INCOME STATUS, WE WOULD HAVE A DYNAMIC INNOVATION-DRIVEN ECONOMY, 
WE WOULD HAVE SKILLED AND CAPABLE FUTURE GENERATIONS, AND WE WOULD 
HAVE PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF STRENGTH AND INTEGRITY. 
 
16. HOWEVER, I THINK THERE IS SOMETHING MORE THAT WE MUST HAVE, NOT 
ONLY TO RISE IN THE EYES OF THE WORLD BUT ALSO IN THE EYES OF OUR 
PEOPLE. 
 
17. WE SHOULD NOT ONLY THINK OF WHAT THE COUNTRY SHOULD DO, BUT WHAT 
THE COUNTRY SHOULD BE. 
 
18. A COUNTRY IS NOT ONLY DEFINED BY ITS ACHIEVEMENTS, IT IS ALSO DEFINED 
BY WHAT IT STANDS FOR. FINDING WHAT A COUNTRY STANDS FOR IS FAR MORE 
DIFFICULT AND COMPLEX. IT TAKES MANY YEARS, PERHAPS HUNDREDS OF YEARS 
BEFORE A COUNTRY’S VALUES ARE CRYSTALLISED. THE UNITED STATES HAS A 
CONSTITUTION THAT IS OVER 200 YEARS OLD, WHICH PROMISED ALL CITIZENS A 
VOICE, BUT IT WAS ONLY IN 1920 WHEN WOMEN WERE GRANTED THE VOTE. IT 
WAS IN 1964 WHEN THE RIGHT TO VOTE WAS EFFECTIVELY ENFORCED FOR 
AFRICAN-AMERICANS. 
 
19. IN THE CASE OF A COUNTRY AS YOUNG AS MALAYSIA, ONLY 50 YEARS OLD, 
THE QUESTION OF WHAT WE STAND FOR, THE VALUES THAT CONNECT US TO EACH 
OTHER, IS STILL BEING FORMED. 
 
20. THE ENDEAVOUR TO FIND AN ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION WILL GO ON 
BEYOND MY LIFETIME. BUT I BELIEVE THAT OUR 50-YEAR HISTORY PROVIDES US 
THE OUTLINES. AS SOMEONE BLESSED BY GOD WITH THE OPPORTUNITY OF 
BECOMING PRIME MINISTER, OF BEING IN PUBLIC SERVICE FOR OVER 4 DECADES, 
OF SERVING SOME OF THE FINEST MEN AND WOMEN IN MALAYSIA’S HISTORY, I 
SEE THREE VALUES THAT HAVE DOMINATED OUR 50 YEARS AS A NATION. THESE 
ARE THE VALUES THAT WILL CONTINUE TO SHAPE OUR NATION AS WE EMBARK ON 
OUR NEXT 50 YEARS. 
 
21. FIRST OF ALL, I SEE THE PURSUIT OF FAIRNESS. POLITICAL FAIRNESS; 
ECONOMIC FAIRNESS; CULTURAL FAIRNESS. 
 
22. WE SEE POLITICAL FAIRNESS IN THE PRACTICE OF POWER-SHARING, WHERE 
ALL THE MAJOR RACES ARE REPRESENTED IN GOVERNMENT VIA A SEAT-SHARING 



FORMULA SET UP BY THE RULING COALITION. ALL GROUPS LITERALLY HAVE A SEAT 
AT THE TABLE – THE CABINET MEETING TABLE. ISSUES AND CONCERNS ARE 
DISCUSSED AND ADDRESSED – OFTEN BEHIND CLOSED DOORS – TO REACH 
CONSENSUS, WHERE NO ONE IS OUT-VOTED BY THE MAJORITY; WHERE THE 
RIGHTS OF EVERY GROUP ARE PROTECTED AND SAFEGUARDED. 
 
23. FROM THE OUTSET, THERE WAS CONSENSUS ON HAVING CULTURAL FAIRNESS. 
I LIKENED MALAYSIA TO A TAPESTRY EARLIER AND I THINK THIS IMAGE FITS WITH 
OUR PHILOSOPHY ON CULTURE. WE, EACH OF US, ARE A THREAD MAKING UP A 
LARGER DESIGN BUT LOOK CLOSELY ENOUGH AND YOU WILL SEE THAT EACH 
THREAD STILL RETAINS ITS OWN QUALITIES. INTEGRATION, NOT ASSIMILATION. 
MALAYSIA IS BUILT ON THE PREMISE THAT THE IDENTITY OF EACH COMMUNITY 
MUST BE PRESERVED AND PROTECTED, RATHER THAN ALLOWING THE CULTURE OF 
THE MAJORITY TO EXTINGUISH OTHERS. 
 
24. BUT OF THESE, ECONOMIC FAIRNESS HAS PERHAPS BEEN THE MOST VISIBLE 
AND THE MOST DEBATED. WE RECOGNISED LONG AGO THAT WITHOUT SPECIFIC 
STATE INTERVENTION, ENORMOUS INEQUALITIES WOULD FESTER AMONG THE 
PEOPLE. INEQUALITIES INTENSIFIED ALONG ETHNIC LINES. FROM THIS 
RECOGNITION CAME THE NEW ECONOMIC POLICY, WITH ITS TWIN OBJECTIVES OF 
ERADICATING POVERTY, REGARDLESS OF RACE, AND ELIMINATING THE 
IDENTIFICATION OF ETHNICITY WITH ECONOMIC FUNCTION. OUR EFFORTS IN THIS 
REGARD ARE NOW REGARDED AS VISIONARY AND FAR-SIGHTED, AS 
SOCIOECONOMIC DISPARITIES WIDEN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND POSE A 
GRAVE THREAT TO GLOBAL PEACE AND STABILITY. 
 
25. THE COUNTRY’S PURSUIT OF ECONOMIC FAIRNESS CONTINUES TODAY, FOR 
EXAMPLE, IN THE APPROACH OF CORRIDOR DEVELOPMENT. THE EFFORT TO 
SPREAD DEVELOPMENT MORE CONSISTENTLY BEYOND THE KLANG VALLEY IS 
UNDERLINED BY THE SAME BASIC PRINCIPLES, WHICH ARE TO ERADICATE 
POVERTY AND TO PROVIDE PEOPLE WITH THE OPPORTUNITY TO BETTER THEIR 
LIVES THROUGH EMPLOYMENT, BUSINESS AND EDUCATION. THESE EFFORTS MUST 
REACH EVERYONE. 
 
26. OUR PURSUIT OF ECONOMIC FAIRNESS IS NOT WITHOUT ITS LESSONS. FOR 
EXAMPLE, IN IMPLEMENTING POVERTY ERADICATION PROGRAMS, REGARDLESS OF 
RACE, CARE MUST BE TAKEN TO FOLLOW THROUGH WORD WITH DEED. NO FAMILY, 
NO MATTER THEIR RACIAL ORIGIN, CAN BE ALLOWED TO LIVE BELOW THE 
POVERTY LINE. AND IN IMPLEMENTING AFFIRMATIVE ACTION, THE PRINCIPLE OF 
FAIRNESS MUST BE UPHELD IN ALL SENSES OF THE WORD. I DO NOT BELIEVE 
THAT ANY MALAYSIAN IS AGAINST HELPING UNDERPRIVILEGED GROUPS BUT 
PEOPLE WANT TO SEE OPPORTUNITY FOLLOWED BY HARD WORK, NOT SHORTCUTS 
OR RENTS. PEOPLE ALSO WANT OPPORTUNITIES TO BE GIVEN TO THOSE MOST IN 
NEED. MOVING FORWARD, AS WE REFINE AND SHARPEN THESE POLICIES, THIS 
QUALITY OF FAIRNESS MUST BE SEEN TO PREVAIL, AND MUST PREVAIL IN DEALING 
WITH ISSUES OF POVERTY, EDUCATION AND INCOME IRRESPECTIVE OF RACE. 
 
27. SECONDLY, I SEE THE EMPHASIS ON RESPONSIBILITY, PARTICULARLY TO EACH 
OTHER, AS AN INTEGRAL VALUE OF THE NATION. IN THIS AGE OF RELATIVE 
AFFLUENCE AND STABILITY, WE SOMETIMES FORGET THAT THERE ARE MANY 
GROUPS WITHIN THE COUNTRY – EACH WITH THEIR OWN SET OF DEMANDS; EACH 
WITH THEIR OWN SET OF SENSITIVITIES. THESE DIFFERENCES ARE VERY REAL, 
YET WE DO NOT DESCEND INTO SHEER UNMITIGATED CHAOS. WHY?. BECAUSE I 



THINK THERE ARE ENOUGH OF US WHO DO NOT FORGET, WHO KNOW AND 
REMEMBER OUR COMPLEXITY. 
 
28. THOSE WHO DO NOT FORGET UNDERSTAND THAT OUR SITUATION DEMANDS 
BALANCE, CONSCIENTIOUSNESS, A SENSE OF ACCOUNTABILITY TO THE WHOLE 
RATHER THAN THE FEW. FOR ME, THIS CHARACTERISES A TRUE MALAYSIAN. A 
TRUE MALAYSIAN UNDERSTANDS VERY WELL THE IMPACT OF CARELESS WORDS 
AND ACTIONS. A TRUE MALAYSIAN IS ACUTELY AWARE OF WHO WILL BE 
PROVOKED INTO RETALIATION AND WHO WILL ACTUALLY SUFFER THE 
CONSEQUENCES. BECAUSE OF THIS, A TRUE MALAYSIAN WILL TRY TO BE 
JUDICIOUS IN WORD AND DEED, EVEN WHEN STRIVING FOR CHANGE. 
 
29. THE VALUE OF RESPONSIBILITY IS AS IMPORTANT TODAY AS IT WAS IN 1957 
OR 1969. IF WE ARE TO EVOLVE INTO A SOCIETY THAT CAN PEACEFULLY LIVE WITH 
MEDIA FREEDOM, PUBLIC DEBATE OR PUBLIC SHOWS OF EXPRESSION, THE VALUE 
AND THE BURDEN OF RESPONSIBILITY MUST LIE WITH THE ORDINARY PEOPLE, 
NOT JUST WITH THOSE WHO MANAGE THE COUNTRY. IF THE CHOICE IS BETWEEN 
PUBLIC SAFETY AND PUBLIC FREEDOMS, I DO NOT HESITATE TO SAY HERE THAT 
PUBLIC SAFETY WILL ALWAYS WIN. I WILL NOT SACRIFICE MY SENSE OF 
ACCOUNTABILITY TO THE GREATER PUBLIC, ESPECIALLY IN THE FACE OF POLICE 
INTELLIGENCE ABOUT PLANNED FIGHTING OR OTHER VIOLENT INTENT. WE MUST 
NEVER, EVER, TAKE OUR PEACE FOR GRANTED. WE MUST CONTINUE TO BE 
RESPONSIBLE TO EACH OTHER. 
 
30. THE THIRD VALUE I SEE GUIDING OUR EFFORTS ALL THESE YEARS, ESPECIALLY 
IN OUR DARKEST DAYS, IS SELF-BELIEF. MANY OF THE DOCTRINES AND MEASURES 
WE HAVE UNDERTAKEN FLY IN THE FACE OF POPULAR THINKING, FROM THE N.E.P. 
IN 1970 TO CAPITAL CONTROLS DURING THE ASIAN FINANCIAL CRISIS. WE HELD 
FAST THROUGH MASSIVE CRITICISM AND DOUBT, AND THIS TRUST IN OURSELVES 
HAS PAID OFF. 
 
31. ON THE INTERNATIONAL STAGE, WE CONSISTENTLY PUNCH ABOVE OUR 
WEIGHT – FROM SPEAKING UP FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, TO HOSTING 
INTERNATIONAL EVENTS, TO CHAIRING INTERNATIONAL GROUPINGS. DEEP DOWN, 
WE KNOW THAT ‘MALAYSIA BOLEH’. WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE A LOT TO OFFER 
DESPITE OUR YOUTH AND OUR SIZE. WE KNOW THAT WE ARE MORE THAN ABLE TO 
LEAD. 
 
32. FOR US AND OUR CHILDREN, THE SENSE OF SELF-BELIEF IS CRUCIAL AS WE 
STEP INTO A TIME OF GREATER COMPETITION, GLOBAL ECONOMIC CHANGE AND 
HIGH COMMODITY PRICES. THE REQUIREMENTS FOR SURVIVAL AND SUCCESS 
EVOLVE THROUGH THE AGES, BUT IT IS NOW EVOLVING VERY RAPIDLY. MAKE NO 
MISTAKE, IT WILL BE A CHALLENGING TIME FOR US ALL. WE NOT ONLY NEED TO 
COPE AND ADJUST, WE MUST TRIUMPH OVER THE CHANGES REQUIRED OF US. BUT 
WITH FAITH AND DETERMINATION, WE WILL CONTINUE TO PREVAIL. IF WE STAY 
COMMITTED TOWARDS GIVING OUR BEST, IF WE HOLD OURSELVES TO THE 
HIGHEST STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE, WE WILL SUCCEED. 
 
33. FAIRNESS, RESPONSIBILITY, SELF-BELIEF. THESE VALUES ARE EMBODIED IN 
THE COUNTRY’S POLICIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS THROUGHOUT THE LAST 50 YEARS 
AND I BELIEVE, WITH TIME AND EXPERIENCE, THAT IT WILL CHARACTERISE US AS 
A PEOPLE. FOR THESE ARE VALUES THAT GUARANTEE SUSTAINED UNITY AND 
CONTINUED PROGRESS. THESE ARE VALUES THAT WE WOULD WANT FOR 



OURSELVES AND OUR FAMILIES, NOT ONLY AS CITIZENS OF MALAYSIA BUT ALSO 
AS HUMAN BEINGS. 
 
34. OF COURSE, THESE MATTERS ARE FAR FROM SETTLED; THE QUEST TO FIND 
WHAT WE STAND FOR IS THE WORK OF MANY GENERATIONS. BUT IN THE FINAL 
ANALYSIS, WE CAN AGREE ON ONE THING: THAT WE LOVE THIS BLESSED LAND. 
WE LOVE ITS DIVERSITY AND ITS ECCENTRICITIES. THIS IS THE ONLY COUNTRY 
WE HAVE, THE ONLY PLACE WHERE WE FEEL TRULY AT HOME, AND WE WANT IT TO 
SUCCEED. 
 
35. SO LET US BEGIN WITH FAIRNESS, RESPONSIBILITY AND SELF-BELIEF. LET US 
UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE THE MEANING OF THESE VALUES AND START 
UPHOLDING THEM TOGETHER. EVERYONE – LEADERS, POLITICAL PARTIES, 
COMPANIES, N.G.O.’S, PEOPLE FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE. LET US START BUILDING 
OUR HEARTS AND MINDS AS WE ENTER INTO OUR NEXT FIFTY YEARS AS A NATION. 
THIS IS THE LONG-TERM PROJECT FOR MALAYSIA’S FUTURE, FOR WHICH WE TRULY 
PRAY FOR SUCCESS AND FOR GOD’S BLESSINGS AND PROTECTION. 
 
THANK YOU.  


