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ADDRESS OF THE PRIME MINISTER AT THE
OPPICIAL OPENING OF THE POURTH CON-
PERENCE OF THE COMMONWEALTH MAGIS-
TRATES' ASSOCIATION AT DEWAN TUNKU
ABDUL RAHMAN, JALAN AMPANG, KUALA

LUMPUR ON HTH AUGUST, 1975

Mr. President, Sir Thomas Skyrme, My Lord President, Tun
Mohamed Suffian, My Lord Chancellor, My Lords, Distinguished
Guests, Ladies and Gentlement.

I am delighted to be here with you today, to declare open the
Fourth Conference of the Commonwealth Magistrates' Association.

It is indeed a great pleasure to us that your Association has
chosen Kuala Lumpur as the venue of its Pourth Conference and
both our Government and our people were very pieased when
you accepted our invitation to come to Malaysia.

With memories of the recent meeting of Commonwealth Heads
of Governments in Kingston, Jamaica, fresh in my mind, it is
most gratifying that thirty-three Commonwealth countries are
represented by their respectiye Chief Justices. Most noteworthy
indeed that the United Kingdom is represented, apart from you,
Mr. President, by the Lord High Chancellor himselt by the Lord
Denning and by the Lord Cameron.

Never in our history have we seen so many distinguished
Judges, Magistrates and Lawyers under the same roof. I under-
stand that there are some 200 of you altogether, which is one-fifth
of the strength of the entire legal profession of our country.

I am especially pleased that the Lord Chancellor (who is the
head of the judiciary in the United Kingdom, and of the judiciary
of those Comonwealth countries that still retain appeals to the
Privy Council, and a Cabinet Minister with always a very tight
schedule) can find the time to attend this Conference.
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I am alsso vsry pleased that the Lord Bettniog wh» bas. bee« a
for more jsears thaa aaybody cares to rememba?, is als@

mth us here today; His presence gh?es me personally a particular
pieasura becarae it was he who presided during the ceremony
wben 1 was made an Honearary Bencher of Liacoln'& Inn four
years ago (April 1971).

Mr. President, My Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Speaking as a member of the legal fratemity, I very miich regret
that I myself never practised law, except in a modest capacity as
a Magistrate when I was an Assistant District Officer thirty years
ago. Later in my career, though trained as a lawyer, I never had
a chance to practise our profession, for as fate would have it, I
became instead a politician, for which role, as you know, no
qualification or training whatsoever is necessary.

I certainly share the view expressed by Sir Robert Menzies
(former Prime Minister of Australia) and, like him, law was my
first love. I would not wish to say that politics was an untimely
interruption of my enjoyment of the law, because law was a love
which I had no opportunity to enjoy. Now that I have spent the
best years of my life in politics though law will be my last love,
it wiE b& a love which I also can never hope to enjoy.

However, I am pleased that in an indirect way, I am still
involved in the 1'aw. Fbr one thing, my Government has the
responsibility for making the law. My view is that the law is not
sonsethiag immutable written oo tablets 0f stone, but that the law
fe to serve man, not that man &boul<i serve the law, though of
©aorse he should; obey it.

Furtliermore, the law is a living thing that should be kept
imder constant review that should be brougjit up to date from time
to tlme so t&at it will always retain public acquiescenee and
remain. suitable for contemporary needs, It can be used as an
instrument for satisfying the hopes and aspirations of th§ people.

In a developing country such as Malaysia, tfie legal profession
has a great responsibility towards society in always keeping in
view the desirability of law refom. Lawjrers are by nature eon-
servative amd it would be easy for us to accept tMngs as they are»
and exploit the citizens who are in- th& main semi-literate and
bewildered by the necessary bureaaeracy of a modem state.
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But, I submit tbat Lawyers being the most articulate members
of the society, especially in a developing society, should be the
first to identity antiquated laws and to suggest amendments that
will increase the citizen's opportunities for economic, social and
political advancement and create and increase his opportunities
for progress and prosperity.

Mr. President, My Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen,

As I havc a hand in making the law, naturally I belieye in the
rule of law, as do my colleagues in the Cabinet. Nor can it be
otherwise, when apart from myself, eight federal Ministers are
also lawyers. Outside the Pederal Cabinet, two Deputy Ministers
are lawyers. Apart from the fact that when taking office, we swore
to uphold the Constitution and obey the law, it would be quite
ludicrous if the law that my colleagues and I make, is not obeyed

As Prime Minister, I also have a hand in choosing suitable
men for elevation to the Bench, and in this connection, I am
happy to note that one of the topics that you will discuss is the
independenee of the judiciary. Here let me say at once that the
Goyernment which I have the honour to lead, sincerely believes
in the independence of the judiciary. This is not only as a matter
of principle, but also for two practical reasons-

Pirst, from time to time, the validity of legislative and executive
acts of the Government is challenged in court. Whenever the
Government does something, we first make sure that it does not
contravene the law, and naturally we would wish the courts to be
free to judge our acts in accordance with the law. Secondly,
politicians do not remain in office for ever, and some of us
naturally desire an independent judiciary for the days when we
are back in practice at the Bar. Otherwise, many of my Cabinet
colleagues would not be sure of making a living when we are
thrown out of office.

In Malaysia, the judiciary is respected by all including the
Goyernment—^which, incidentally, has had its fair share of
reverses and emibarraiSsmenits in the courts—and the doctrine of
dispensation of justice without fear or favour is aa accepted
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thing. And though so much changes have taken place in this
country, nothing has happcned to undermine public confidence in
the judiciary.

On the contrary, there is evidence that more and more people
are seeking justice in the courts and the Government itself is
committed to uphold the rule of law which is embodied in our
National Principles—Rukunegara—on which it is our cherished
aims and d&tenmnation to build a more just and prcsperoois
society.

In world affairs, ever since we acbieved independence eighteen
years ago, Malaysia has worked steadily and consistently towards
the promotion of friendship and goodwill among nations and for
intemational peace and understanding. We believe in solving inter-
national differences by peaceful means and it has been our policy
to be iriendly with all nations whatever their political ideologies
or systems of Government may be.

- If peace is to be preserved in the world, it is vital that countries,
big or small, should respect each other's independence and
integrity and should not interfere in each other's internal affairs.
This has been the guiding principles on which we have based our
foreign policy and that is why we have endeavoured to play our
part in promoting regional co-operation in Southeast Asia, in the
promotion of understanding and co-operation among countries in
the Commonwealth and also in the third world.

We are happy that the world which was once sharply diyided
into two caiiips—the bi-polar world has now evolved into a multi-
polar world, into an era of detente. We hope and trust that this
detente among the super powers willbe real and deep-rooted and
will bring peace and understanding among all nations of the
world.

We in Malaysia therefore believe not only in the principle of
the rule of law inside our country but also in the rule of law
internationally. This, we feel, is the only way of ensuring a world
order and permanent peace among nations.
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Mr, President, My Lords, Ladies and Gentlemeii,

I would like to say again that your presence here Is a great
honour to us. It gives our judges and magistrates and lawyers an
opportunity to meet so many distinguished jurists from so many
Commonwealth countries, to learn of the way how you have solved
your prpblems, some of which. I.am sure have also arisen here.

This is an opportunity which seldom occurs, for this is the first
Jnternational Judicial Conference that has ever been held in our
Capital City and it is not likely that the next one will be held
here again for one or two decades.

Apari frora the opportunity of enhancing our knowledge profes-
sionally, I am sure that members of our Bar will also learn a
great deal from you on a less formal and more personal basis
from talks and discussions between sessions and on social
occasions.

In that way, I hope that some firm Mendship will also be
established between Malaysians and distinguished participants
from overseas so that they will gain a wider and deeper under-
standing of the way the Judiciary functions and of the Administra-
tion of the laws-

Purthermore, acquaintances with their counterparts in other
Commonwealth will make it easier and more pleasant for Malay-
sians to yisit those countries.

I sincerely believe that the world is a small place and wifh
rapid advancemen,t in modern transportation, it is a continuously
shrinking place. Therefore, its inhabitants should learn to live
together in peace and harmony. As the Commonwealth itself is
so diverse and widely dispersed throughout the world, I am
certain that this Conference will assist in promoting international
«nderstanding and amity.

I hope that while you are here, you will also find opportunity
to get to know our people in various walks of life and visit other
parts of our country, so that when you return to your home, you
will have a better understanding of the things that we are trying
to accomplish here either in the legal or other fields.
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Malaysia is a federation of thirteen states which were once
autonomous and independent states which have many ditteteat
characteristics, traditions aad historical backgrounds. I am sure H
you can find the time to visit these states, there is irruch that
you can see and learn. It is my conSdent hope that at the end of
this Conference and your tour of our country, ycmi will carry baclc
with you pleasant and happy memories of your 5tay in Malaysia.

Mr. President, My Lords, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Lawyers talk much, politicians afe worse; and» as I am both,
I am sure that I have already talked too much. There remains
only my pleasant duty now to declare this Conference open and
to wish you all a successful and ffuitful deliberations and a
pleasant stay in our country.
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Y.A.B. Tun Haji AbduJ Ra2ak bin Hussein sewaktu merasmikan pembukaan Persidangan Keempat Majistret-majistret
Kommenwel di Dewan Tunku Abdu) Rahman Kuala Lumpur pada llhb Ogos, 1975


