
T he Nint h I s lamic S ummit  Conf er ence 

Doha, Qatar  12 November  2000 

On behalf of the As ian Group, allow me at the outset to extend to his  Highness  S heikh 
Hamad bin Khalifa Al T hani, our  warmes t congratulations  on his  unanimous  election as  
chairman of the S ummit. His  election is  tes timony to the recognition and respect that he 
enj oys  as  an i l lus tr ious  s tatesman of outs tanding credibil ity. I  am confident, under  his  wise 
guidance, this  as sembly wil l  br ing about not only fruitful discus s ions  among us  but also 
useful and concrete decis ions  that wil l  reflect the spir it of fr iendship and the brotherhood 
of Mus lims  wor ldwide. 

2. Allow me also, on behalf of the As ian Group including the Malays ian delegation, to 
record our  appreciation to his  Excellency Pres ident Khatami of the I s lamic Republic of I ran 
for  his  dedication and contr ibutions  dur ing his  tenure as  the chairman. I ran's  role in the 
fur therance of I s lamic causes  is  not new to us  and we are mos t grateful for  its  untir ing 
effor t. 

3. I  am deeply honoured and touched by the warm welcome and wish to expres s  my 
appreciation to His  Highness , to the Government and the people of Qatar  for  the warm 
hospitality accorded to me and my delegation. 

4. T he I s lamic S ummit, a gather ing of 56 Heads  of S tate and Government, is  being held in 
Doha agains t the backdrop of the deaths  of so many valiant Pales tinian people, including 
children, ki l led and maimed by I s raeli bombs , mor tar s  and bullets . T hey fought and died 
for  their  r ights  to freedom as  well as  their  dignity. T hey also fought and died undeniably in 
defence of I s lam. 

5. S adly, Mus lim countr ies , representing more than a third of the membership of the 
United Nations , watch helples s ly as  I s rael continues  with impunity and ar rogance to ki l l  
innocent Pales tinians . S uch is  the dire s tate of Mus lim countr ies  that we are unable to 
respond effectively to the challenge posed by the cowardly acts  of I s rael. Not only are the 
Pales tinians  under  as sault, so are Mus lim honour  and unity. 

6. T he fate of the Pales tinians  is  inextr icably l inked to the Mus lims  as  a whole. T he 
Pales tinians  are clear ly l iving under  occupation denied their  r ights  and freedom. T he 
as saults  on the Pales tinian are as saults  on the Mus lims , their  dignity and honour . Mus lim 
countr ies  cannot j us t watch I s raelis  ki l l ing Pales tinians  with impunity. S urely we can do 
something about it? 

7. T he cur rent development in the Middle Eas t cer tainly calls  for  unity and solidar ity within 
the Ummah. What is  happening to the Pales tinians  could obvious ly happen to us  also. 
I ndeed in Yugos lavia and Chechnya and elsewhere 

it is  happening. Mus t we wait unti l all of us  are ground into the ground before we 
appreciate the need to act? 

8. T he OI C as  an organisation, in par ticular  the cur rent S ummit, can play a cons tructive 
role in championing the cause of the Pales tinians  and of Mus lims  everywhere. Our  
collective voice should be heard loud and clear  in suppor t of the Pales tinians  and there are 
obvious ly things  which we can do to make our  obj ections  felt. We should remain s teadfas t 
in making no compromises  on the s tatus  of Al Quds  Al S har if as  the political and his tor ical 
city of the Pales tinian people and S tate. We should continue to addres s  the cause of 
ensur ing the return of the res t of the Occupied Pales tinian and Arab ter r itor ies  including 
S yr ian Golan. We should suppor t all effor ts  including those made by the UN at achieving a 
peaceful settlement and at rescuing the peace process  in the interes t of regional peace 



and secur ity. T he Pales tinian leadership too should be fully suppor ted and as s is ted with 
whatever  means  poss ible. 

9. I  believe that the holding of this  S ummit is  mos t oppor tune for  us  to collectively 
addres s  this  mos t impor tant is sue. Let us  therefore not bicker  among our selves  but 
ins tead approach it with a collective hear t and mind. Let us  truly act as  an organisation of 
l ike-  minded and religious ly dedicated people. Let us  shame those who loudly condemn 
imaginary oppres s ion and yet do nothing when blatant violations  of human r ights  take 
place before their  very eyes . T he Pales tinians  have s truggled and suffered long enough. 
T he time has  come for  them to take what is  their s  with our  suppor t. 

10. I n advocating a fresh renewal of our  suppor t for  the Pales tinians , I  am conscious  of 
the complexities  involved. Much as  we would l ike to be of help the var ious  obs tacles  
outs ide our  control remain. I s raeli political, economic and mil itary clout could not be 
s imply ignored nor  underes timated. Nor  could we s imply ignore US  biases  towards  I s rael 
that has  helped shaped events  and developments  to the detr iment of the Pales tinians . I t is  
impor tant therefore that our  ideals , zeal, and enthus iasm be tempered with reality and 
pragmatism. But given our  ser iousnes s  of purpose and dedication to a united cause, I  am 
confident that we could help move in the r ight direction to attain our  des ired obj ectives . 

11. T he las t time the wor ld ushered in a new mil lennium, the I s lamic civi l isation was  at its  
zenith. T oday in the third mil lennium of the Chr is tian era, sadly, I s lamic civi l isation is  at its  
lowes t ebb. T he centres  of learning and knowledge at the beginning of the second 
mil lennium were Damsyik, Baghdad, Cordoba and S amarkand. I t is  a known fact that 
Mus lim countr ies  control mos t of the wor ld natural resources  then and even today. Yet, 
Mus lim countr ies  are generally caught in their  own quagmires  of abj ect pover ty and 
internal violence. T here are more intra Mus lim confl icts  within Mus lim countr ies  and 
between Mus lim countr ies , than there are between Mus lims  and their  detractor s . 

12. Cons ider ing the sad s tate and calamity that has  befallen the Mus lim countr ies , the 
theme " peace and development"  that has  been selected for  the Doha S ummit is  mos t 
appropr iate and timely. T he S ummit is  timely as  it provides  an occas ion for  us  to take 
s tock of the les sons  and exper iences  of the pas t and to look forward to new ideas  and new 
programmes  to meet the developmental needs  of the Ummah. Both these ques tions  
should be addres sed openly and with hones ty. T he respons ibil ity to addres s  these is sues  is  
a collective one. 

13. " Peace"  is  an integral ingredient of a Mus lim's  l ife. I t appears  in 53 ver ses  in the holy 
Quran. " Peace"  is  the very word that is  uttered by Mus lims  all over  the wor ld, from all 
walks  of l ife, as  it is  the form of greeting of Mus lims . I t is  therefore incumbent upon all 
Mus lims  to promote peace as  a way of l ife in order  to achieve development. Finding 
reasons  for  fighting each other  and with other s  is  not I s lamic.  

14. Peace and development are the twin challenges  confronting the Ummah. T hey are 
complementary. Without one, there cannot be other . T his  means  that the OI C, es tablished 
to promote I s lamic unity and cooperation should take concer ted effor ts  to promote peace 
and development. T he OI C mus t ensure that a new culture of peace and development is  
propagated among Member  S tates , and Mus lims  generally. 

15. T he wor ld has  changed. I t is  increas ingly interdependent. T he wor ld is  dr iven by 
multifaceted interes ts  -  by a var iety of actor s  who forge new all iances  around shifting goal 
pos ts . Countr ies  are redefining themselves ;  fr iends  and foes  are being reinvented and 
realigned, and everything is  open to new interpretations  and meaning and new 
ins truments  are being forged to realise new vis ions . 

16. Given the new realities , the crucial ques tion before us  today is :  Can OI C redefine or  
reinvent itself so as  to be effective and relevant in terms  of its  focus , s tructure and 



methodology of developing s trategies  to meet the new challenges  of peace and 
development? S ooner  or  later  the difficulties  which wil l  be faced by the OI C wil l  compel it 
to redefine its  s tructure and mechanism. I t should redefine and act now rather  than later . 
T he Mus lim ummah are entitled to expect the organisation to do this . 

17. T he difficulties  encountered by the OI C in the pas t have for  the mos t par t, been due 
to, confl ict of interes ts , ideology and the des ire for  hegemony by Member  S tates  
themselves . We should forget all these. None of us  are going to succeed in forcing the 
bil l ion Mus lims  to be s tandardised according to its  wish. We should accept our  differences  
and focus  ins tead on cooperation between us . T he reform of the OI C, in l ine with the 
theme of this  S ummit, should be directed towards  s trengthening its  role par ticular ly in 
peace and development. 

18. I n order  to ensure that the OI C renews  both its  relevance and its  effectiveness , reform 
mus t be rooted in a new consensus  among Governments  on the role of the OI C, its  core 
functions , its  pr ior ities , what it can do bes t, what it should do with other s  and what it 
should leave other s  to do. 

19. I  am keenly aware of the complexities  of the task. I ts  success  requires  changes  in 
s tructure and methodology of work. I t mus t involve mutually reinforcing actions  by 
Governments  and by the S ecretar iat. 

20. Economic globalisation is  unques tionably the shape of the future. I ts  effects  are 
univer sal and impact on all facets  of l ife, including the political, economic and social 
landscape. Globalisation, a concept that is  more I s lamic than nation s tates , can be a 
power ful and dynamic force for  s trengthening I s lamic cooperations  and accelerating 
growth and development, but in its  present form it poses  many r is ks  and challenges . Our  
task is  to ensure that its  benefits  are spread to all and not merely to a pr ivi leged few. OI C 
has  to make a ser ious  effor t to ensure that globalisation becomes  an effective ins trument 
for  the development of all Mus lim countr ies  and the ummah.  

21. Given the impor tance of trade in economic development, it is  high time that OI C 
member  countr ies  enhance trade and economic cooperation among themselves , and break 
the trade bar r ier s  agains t each other . Eas ing of trade wil l  create a big market compr is ing 
of Mus lim countr ies , and this  big market s ize wil l  attract FDI . Proper ly managed FDI  can 
contr ibute to our  development. S imilar ly, a well-planned programme can be developed to 
promote Mus lim Direct I nves tment (MDI ) in the OI C member  countr ies . After  all mos t of 
the FDI  go to the developed countr ies  because of their  ties  with each other . 

22. Under  this  plan, Mus lim inves tor s  in capital- r ich countr ies  should be encouraged to 
inves t in Mus lim countr ies  with know-how and technology but lacking in capital. 
Entrepreneurs  in these two types  of countr ies  can also team up to inves t in resource- r ich 
Mus lim countr ies  which lack both capital and ski l ls . Many of the products  now impor ted 
into Mus lim countr ies  can be sourced from other  Mus lim countr ies  without sacr ificing 
quality or  cos t. 

23. However , for  FDI  and MDI  to be attracted and the indus tr ies  to be es tablished in the 
Mus lim countr ies , there is  a need for  the inves tment environment to be attractive. 
Changing conditions  already agreed upon when the inves tment was  made for  whatever  
reasons , including political, wil l  discourage fur ther  inves tments . I nternal problems  should 
not be taken out of FDI  or  MDI . 

24. Let us  acknowledge that the I DB had been doing a good j ob in proj ect financing. But 
more can be done by the I DB in countr ies  with difficulties  in gaining access  to funds . T he 
I s lamic banking sys tem can ensure that the banks  maintain an active interes t in the affair s  
of the enterpr ises . 



25. S hould the OI C redifine and refocus  itself so as  to be in keeping with the times , the 
I s lamic Ummah over  the next 20-30 years  may be able to adj us t to the globalised wor ld 
and the I nformation Age. I t is  our  bounden duty to ensure that this  wil l  happen. While we 
should never  let the suffer ings  and oppres s ion of the Pales tinians  and other  Mus lims  be 
s idelined or  forgotten, we mus t not let our  long- term obj ectives  be dimmed. 

26. I  am confident that the deliberations  dur ing this  S ummit wil l  result in concrete 
outcomes  that wil l  set a new direction for  the OI C to seek and implement peace and 
development in order  to enable the Ummah to meet the new challenges  of the 21s t 
century of the Chr is tian calendar . T he OI C mus t as sume a leading role in achieving this  
obj ective. I nsya-Allah we wil l  be able to put the ummah on the course of " self help"  
allowing it to solve its  problems  through mutual cooperation and suppor t. 

27. As  a member  of the OI C, Malays ia is  keen to continue to s trengthen the influence and 
to promote the activities  and programmes  of the organisation. We cons ider  the tr iennial 
I s lamic summit as  an impor tant forum for  cons tructive deliberations  for  the development 
of the Ummah. I t is  in this  connection that I , on behalf of the Government and people of 
Malays ia, would l ike to offer  to hos t the T enth S es s ion of the I s lamic S ummit Conference 
in Kuala Lumpur  in the year  2003. I t is  my s incere hope that this  offer  would meet with a 
favourable cons ideration of all members . 

 


