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TI ME

Your Excellency President J.R Jayewardene
and Madane Jayewar dene;

Hon' bl e M ni sters;

Excel | enci es;

Ladi es & Gentl enen.

My wife and | are happy and privileged to be in Sri

Lanka at Your Excellency's kind invitation. Allow nme to

take this opportunity to thank Your Excellency, the
government and people of Sri Lanka for the warmand friendly
wel cone and the generous hospitality extended to us and
menbers of mny del egati on since our arrival earlier today. |
woul d also Iike to thank you for this nost delightful dinner
and for your kind renmarks.

2. | have | ooked forward very nuch to a visit to this
beautiful country. Although I have been here before, they
were fleeting visits during which I was able to see only a
little of this beautiful and historic Island. But this
visit has afforded nme the opportunity to see much nore and
amgratified and happy to find here so many things that are
common to Malaysia as well. | feel very much at hone here.

3. Exchanges of visits fromtine to tine have served to
strengthen rel ati ons between us and reflect the goodw Il and
close ties of friendship which have existed over the
centuries between our two countries. | am deeply consci ous
that the longstanding ties between Ml aysia and Sri Lanka
have been sustained by the close interaction of our peoples
and the existence of cooperation in the social, cultural
econom ¢ and technical fields between our two governnents

si nce independence.

4. On the occasion of this visit, it is ny pleasant duty

to reiterate the inportance we attach to our relations with
Sri Lanka and underline our desire to further strengthen
Mal aysi a- Sri Lanka bilateral relations. W ought to explore
areas in our bilateral relations where we could expand our
cooperation for the nutual good of our two countries.

Your Excel |l ency,

5. The present difficulties suffered by the devel opi ng



countries because of depressed prices for their primary
products have nmade nore urgent the need for a New
International Economc Order. But while striving for its
real i sation, devel oping countries should participate
actively in a neaningful South-South interaction. As a
strong believer in the idea of South-South rel ations,

Mal aysia is prepared to cooperate with our devel opi ng
friends. In this regard, we have | aunched our own Technica
Cooperation Programe in 1980 in areas where we have the
know how and experience that may benefit other devel opi ng
countries. W have recently updated this programme and if
there is anything in the programme that is of interest to
Sri Lanka you are nost wel cone. O course, we on our part
woul d wel cone any expertise which Sri Lanka coul d nmake
avail able to us.

6. In the multilateral context, | am happy that Sri Lanka
and Mal aysi a have cooperated well particularly in regard to
the vital issue of comodities. As producers of a nunber of
simlar primary commodities our two countries face the sane
probl em of getting fair and remunerative prices, as well as
access to markets for these produce. Consequently, our
export earnings are affected and this in turn have serious
beari ngs on our devel opnent efforts and social progranmmes.
It is for this reason that we have called for greater
producers' cooperation to increase the negotiating power of
devel opi ng countries and protect their legitimte rights.
We have in this regard spearheaded the recently established
Tin Producers' Association, and | am happy that the recent
Non-al i gned Summit has recogni sed the inportance of
Producers' Association. | would l[ike to stress here that we
are not in favour of cartels. To us the nmanipul ati on of
prices by consuner countries constitute a part of a carte
operation. The Tin Producers Association is therefore an
anti-cartel organisation that is dedicated to free and fair
trading in the conmodity. W will never try to use the
Association to hold the world to ransom Rather we woul d
work within the Association in order that the interest of
the producers are as well protected as is that of the
consuners.

Your Excel |l ency,

7. In the present difficult world economc situation, it

i s encouraging to see that your government has undertaken
vast devel opnent projects in the Mahaweli region to neet the
energy needs, and increase agricultural productivity of your
country. | congratulate you M. President and nenbers of
your governnment for the farsightedness in enbarking on a
scheme that will no doubt bring enornmous benefits to the
peopl e of your country. On this, | am happy to note that
both our governnents pursue simlar policies to accelerate

t he econoni c devel opment of our countries. Like you, we

al so want to inprove the quality of life of our peoples,
strenght hen the social and noral fabric of our multiracial
society and lay a firmfoundation for continued stability
and econom ¢ progress for future generations to cone.



8. Qur political outlook too is not dissimlar. In the
international arena both our countries are conmmitted to the
principles of non-alignnent, believing that the Non-Aligned
Moverent has an inportant role to play today, in the face of
i ncreasing big power conpetition and the arns race, to
create a climte conducive for the return of a nore stable
and peaceful world order. The recent New Del hi Non- Aligned
Sunmit has seen renewed awareness of the need for nenbers to
remai n dedicated to the original ainms and principles of
non-al i gnment. However, we cannot hope to achieve our
objectives if Third Wrld countries and nmenbers of the
Non- Al i gned Movenent becone involved in big power conflict
or by thenselves comrt acts of aggression with support from
the big powers.

9. W hold in high regard your active support and

i nvol venent in pronoting a regional framework for
cooperation in South Asia. W understand that substanti al
progress has been achi eved towards this end and we wi sh you
and the other nations of South Asia every success in this
wor t hy endeavour .

10. W support all efforts that would contribute to bring
about world peace. In this regard, we support your earnest
effort to convene the UN Conference on the inplenentation of
the Declaration of the Indian Ccean as a Zone of Peace. In
Sout heast Asia, we have been striving for the early
realisation of the Kuala Lunpur Declaration for a Zone of
Peace, Freedom and Neutrality. Unfortunately, the continued
illegal occupation of Kampuchea by the Vietnanese poses a
serious obstacle to the realisation of the concept and a
dangerous threat to peace and stability of the region. It
remai ns our paranmount goal that all Vietnanmese forces nust
wi t hdraw from Kanpuchea and that the Kanpuchean peopl e be
allowed to determne their future wi thout external coercion
or interference through free elections in accordance with
the Declaration of the |1 CK and ot her rel evant resol utions of
the United Nations. It is our belief that the formation of

t he Governnment of Denocratic Kanpuchea under the Presidency
of Prince Norodom Si hanouk offers a viable alternative to
continued confrontation and constitutes a positive step
towards the peaceful solution of the problem Your
government's support of our efforts in this regard is highly
val ued and appreci at ed.

Your Excel |l ency,

11. Mal aysia deplores strongly the current Vietnanese

of fensi ve in Kanpuchea agai nst forces of the U N recognised
government of Denocratic Kanpuchea and hel pl ess civilian
Khner popul ati on. W strongly condem Vi et nanese
transgression of Thai territory and casualties inflicted on
Thai forces and civilians. This has happened in the past

and | amafraid it will happen in the future as long as the
Vi et nanmese continue with their illegal occupation of
Kanpuchea and resist the United Nations calls for a peacefu



resol uti on of the Kanpuchean conflict. As we have
underlined in various international fora, Vietnanese
operations along the Kanpuchean-Thai border threaten to
spill over into Thailand and raise a spectre of war in the
region and invite big power involvenent. W would |like the
i nternational community to join us in a call for inmmediate
cessation of Vietnanmese military actions along the border
and reiterate our demand for total Vietnanese wthdrawal
from Kampuchea

12. As in the case of Kanmpuchea, Afghanistan too is the
victimof foreign intervention and occupation. W strongly
condemm the Sovi et occupation of Afghanistan and fully
support the resolutions of the O C, the Non-Aligned Myvenent
and the United Nations, calling for the restoration of the

i ndependence and sovereignty of Afghanistan and of its

I sl am ¢ and non-aligned character

13. Wth regard to West Asia, Ml aysia strongly deplores
repeated and bl atant acts of aggression committed by the

I sraelis against the Arab people and their |ands. W
believe that a just and durable peace in the region can only
be achieved on the basis of the restitution of the rights of
t he Pal estinian people to an i ndependent state of their own
under the | eadership of their sole and legitimate
representative, the PLO, the total Israeli wthdrawal from
all occupied Arab territories; and the unconditional return
of Holy Jerusalemto Arab and Islamc sovereignty. W

wel cone the Fez Decl aration of Septenber 1982 as a positive
contribution to the search for peace in Wst Asia.

Your Excell ency,

14. May | say once again that it is a pleasure to visit
your many-spl endoured country. The excel |l ent arrangenents
that have been laid down for us are greatly appreciated. W
| ook forward to an enjoyabl e and nenorabl e stay.

15. | amconfident that the goodwi Il and strong ties of
friendship that have been nurtured over the years wll
facilitate our common desire to forge greater cooperation
for the mutual good of our two countries.

16. May | now invite Your Excellencies, Ladies and

Gentlemen to join me in a toast to the continued good health
and success of His Excellency President J.R Jayewardene and
Madanme Jayewar dene, for the continued progress and
prosperity of Sri Lanka and the friendship and cooperation
bet ween our two governnents and peopl es.
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