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TI ME

Your Excellency M. Constantin Descal escu
Prime Mnister of the Socialist Republic
of Romani a,

Your Excel |l enci es,

Ladi es and Gentl enen.

On behalf of nmy wife and nenbers of ny del egation, |et

me say how happy we are to be here in the Socialist Republic
of Romani a, and to thank Your Excellency, the Governnent and
peopl e of Romania for the warm wel cone accorded to us. This
is my first visit to your beautiful country and | hope that
it wll contribute to the devel opnent and strengt heni ng of
cooperation and our friendly relations. I would |like al so

to thank you for the kind remarks which you have just made.

2. Since the establishnent of diplomatic ties between

Mal aysi a and Ronmania in 1969, both our countries have been
able to register steady developnment in our relations through
econom ¢ cooperation. Al though our two countries are

separ ated by geographi cal distance, distinct culture and
governnental set-up, these have not prevented us from
exchanging visits at various levels fromtine to tine which
have served to foster understandi ng and goodw || between us.
Qur ties of friendship and cooperati on have been further
augnent ed by our shared commitnents to the ideals and
aspirations of the United Nations Charter and by the
simlarity of views that we hold on many internationa

i ssues.

Your Excel |l ency,

3. The state visit by President Nicolae Ceausescu to

Mal aysi a in Novenber, 1982 was a significant mlestone in
t he devel opnent of our relations. It provided a further

i npetus to relations between our two countries and forged
new links in various fields of cooperation that are nutually
beneficial. The agreements reached between us during
President Ceausescu's visit forma solid basis of our

bil ateral cooperation, particularly in the economc field.
It is my intention not only to maintain this new nonmentum
towards closer ties between us, but also to devel op and
strengthen our relations further. W already have the

Joi nt - Comni ssi on which provides a ready vehicle to review



t he progress of our econonmic cooperation. | amcertain that

the Joint-Commission will be able to identify concrete areas
and provide the necessary nmeasures to increase our bilatera
cooper at i on.

4. Ml aysia has consistently adhered to a policy of
conducting friendly rel ati ons and neani ngful cooperation
with all countries, irrespective of their ideol ogy or
governmental system based on the principles of respect for
t he i ndependence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of
nations, non-interference in the internal affairs of other
nati ons and peaceful settlenment of disputes. It is through
strict adherence to these principles, that small nations
such as ours, can hope to enjoy peace, security and
stability, which together formthe essential climte for
econom ¢ progress, prosperity and well-being of our peoples.

5. Adherence to these cardinal principles of internationa
relations is all the nore inportant today when the world is
beset by economic, political and social crises, all of which
seemto defy solution and could precipitate a breakdown of

i nternational |aw and order. The prol onged econom c
recession has affected al nost all countries in varying
degress, but it is the devel oping countries that are nost
affected. Invariably, the position of the devel opi ng
countries has been exacerbated by the short-sighted policies
and practices of the devel oped countries that hanper efforts
to bring about a nore equitable and fair system of

i nternational trade. Devel oping countries consistently

wi tness the inposition of protectionist nmeasures, increasing
difficulty in getting access to markets for their goods,

poor returns for their export products, manipul ated
commodity markets, and high interest rates fromthe

devel oped countries, when these same countries have pl edged
that they are committed to |liberalising the system of

i nternational trade. W have yet to see a nore honest and
sincere effort by the devel oped countries to bring order
back into the world econony, after years of rhetoric at
nuner ous fora.

6. Devel opi ng countries which are shoul dering the burden

of vast devel opnent expenditure, in order to sustain
credible growth rates and inprove the quallity of life of

t heir peopl es, cannot continue nmuch |onger to hope that the
devel oped countries would reverse their trade policies and
| essen their stranglehold on the international trade system
We nust learn to | essen our dependence on the devel oped
countries and foster meaningful cooperation anong the
devel opi ng countries thenselves within the context of the
Sout h- Sout h di al ogue. Such cooperation would not only
strengt hen our bargai ning position vis-a-vis the devel oped
countries, but would also tap previously unexplored and
negl ected potential markets for our goods.
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7. Mal aysia, together with her partners in the Association



of Sout heast Asian Nations, ASEAN, has been striving to
establish a Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality (ZOPFAN)

i n Sout heast Asia, free fromforeign nmeddling and
interference. However, the unresolved conflict in

Kanpuchea, as a result of Vietnamese mlitary intervention
and occupation of that country, has posed a serious obstacle
to the realisation of the Zone of Peace, Freedom and
Neutrality in the region. The conflict al so poses a
dangerous threat to the peace and stability of the region by
bringing with it big-power involvenent in Southeast Asia.
Qur paranount goal remains the withdrawal of all Vietnanese
forces from Kanpuchea, so that the Kanpuchean people could
freely determne their future in accordance with the
declaration of the International Conference on Kanpuchea,
and other relevant resolutions of the United Nations. W
firmy believe that the formati on of the Coaliton Governnment
of Denocratic Kanpuchea, under the Presidency of H s

H ghness Prince Norodom Si hanouk, offers Vietnama viable
alternative to continued confrontation, and constitutes a
positive step towards a peaceful and conprehensive
resolution of the problem In this regard, Ml aysia notes

wi th appreciation the Romani an Governnent's position in
support of a conprehensive political solution of the
Kanpuchean problem and in calling for the conplete

wi t hdrawal of all foreign forces from Kanmpuchea
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8. One of the nost inportant issues that faces the

i nternational community today is that of disarmanent.

Mal aysi a shares Ronmani a's concern over the serious danger
posed by the hei ghtened arns race, particularly nuclear
arnms, that threatens the very existence of our civilisation.
O late, the arns race has becone quite wild and dangerous.
We earnestly hope that current negotiations on di sar manment
will be stepped up and eventual |y succeed. Mal aysia
bel i eves that a w de rangi ng agreenent on di sarmanent woul d
contribute to the | essening of current tensions in the
world. We believe also that the financial and human
resources, freed fromheavy mlitary expenditure, could be
nore productively diverted to the econonic devel opnent of
countries, and contribute to the strengthening of the world
econony.

9. Malaysia is also aware of the efforts by Romani a and
countries in Europe towards achieving security goals and
cooperation in their continent through the Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Europe. W wi sh for the
successful conclusion of the Madrid Meeting which woul d
provi de for confidence-buil ding nmeasures, and thus
contribute to the relaxation of tension in Europe, and the
rest of the world.
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10. W have just hosted the United Nations Asian Conference
on the Question of Palestine, an expression of our strong



support for the restitution of the inalienable rights of the
Pal esti ni an people, including the right to an independent
state of their own, under the sole and legitinmate | eadership
of the Pal estinen Liberation Organisation (PLO, the tota
Israeli withdrawal fromall occupied Arab Territories, and
the unconditional return of Jerusalemto Pal estinian
sovereignty. W are convinced that there can be no sol ution
to the problemin West Asia for as long as the core of the
crisis, which is the Pal estinian question, remnains

unr esol ved.

11. War between lran and Iraq, two nenbers of the
Non- Al i gned Movement, which is still continuing, is causing
deep anguish to all nenbers of the Movenent. To date,
efforts by the Non-Aligned Movenent, as well as by friendly
countries concerned with the continuing conflict to seek a
mutual |y acceptabl e sol uti on, have been unsuccessful . W
cannot, however, give up this quest for peace, nore so that
now a new probl em has arisen out of the conflict.

12. This new probl em which confronts the internationa
community is the oil slick in the Gulf which threatens the
worl d's environment. Damaged Iranian oil wells continue to
spill thousands of barrels of oil a day into the sea. The
fighting has prevented the capping of these oil wells and
repairs to the damage. This spillage, if not effectively
controlled, will extend beyond the Gulf area to nei ghbouring
wat ers, causi ng pernmanent damage to marine |ife and ecol ogy.
It will take generations to overcone the effects of this

di saster. The issue transcends the Iran-Iraq war, and mnust
beconme the concern and responsibiltiy of the entire

i nternational community. W nust endeavour to persuade the

i nternational community to cooperate and assist in averting
this grave threat.

13. Antartica, the last unsettled frontier of mankind, has
gai ned international interest. Malaysia firmy believes

that Antartica should not be the exclusive preserve of a
handful of nations that have access to it. Rather, it

shoul d be the common heritage of mankind, used for peacefu
pur poses and not be nade the object of international rivalry
and discord. The tinme will come when nodern technol ogy will
enabl e the exploitation of the abundant natural resources of
Antartica. It is our belief that these resources should be
equi tably shared and be of benefit to both rich as well as
poor nati ons.

14. The full backing on the Antarctica issue given by the
101- menber nations of the Non-Aligned Movenment at their
recent Summit in New Del hi, which urged that the matter be
consi dered by the UN CGeneral Assenbly at its 38th Session
this year and that a conprehensive study be nmade on
Antarctica, is heartening. | amconfident that this wll
pave the way for an eventual universal framework of

i nternational cooperation on Antarctica. In this, Malaysia
counts on the support of Romania and hopes that we will
succeed in naking Antarctica a comon heritage of nmanki nd.



Your Excel |l ency,

15. May | say once again that it is a pleasure to be able
to visit your beautiful country, and may | congratul ate you
on the excellent arrangenents that have been laid down for
this visit.

16. | amconfident that the goodwi Il and cl ose ties of
friendship between us will contribute towards greater

Mal aysi a- Romani a cooperation for the mutual benefit of our
peopl es.

17. Now, | would like to invite Your Excellencies, Ladies
and Gentlenmen to join ne in a toast to the conti nued good
heal t h, and success and happi ness of Hi s Excell ency

Presi dent Nicol ae Ceausescu, H's Excellency M. Constantin
Descal escu, to the CGovernnent and people of the Sociali st
Republic of Romania, and to the close and enduring
friendshi p between Mal aysia and the Socialist Republic of
Romani a.
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