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TI ME

Your Excellency Prine M nister Nakasone,
M's. Nakasone,

Your Excell enci es,

Ladi es and CGent!| enen.

On behalf of my wife and the nmenbers of ny del egation

I would like to say how very happy we are to be here in
Japan and to thank you M. Prinme Mnister, the Governnent
and people of Japan, for the warmand friendly wel come that
has been extended to us since our arrival yesterday. |
woul d also Iike to thank you for this splendid di nner and
for your very kind remarKks.

2. M. Prime Mnister, | deeply appreciate your readiness
to receive ne despite your very tight and busy schedul e so
soon follow ng your recent election to the high office of
the President of the Liberal Denocratic Party and the Prine
M nister. As a new | eader, you have nuch to concern
yourself with both the donmestic as well as the internationa
fronts. | have no doubt that a man of your calibre,

experi ence and tenacity, having had 37 | ong years of active
and varied service will have no difficulty in successfully
carrying out your heavy duties and responsibilities.

3. W already had the opportunity this nmorning to share
some of our thoughts on a nunber of subjects. | am happy to
note that we share a conmon desire that rel ati ons between
our two countries, which have al ways been cl ose and
friendly, be further expanded and strengthened to our mnutua
benefit.

4. There have been frequent consultations and cl ose

col | aborati on between Ml aysia and Japan in the political as
wel |l as economic fields on the bilateral, regional and
international levels. Bilaterally, | am appreciative of the
assi stance extended to Mal aysia in our devel opnent efforts,
and | amvery happy that in our discussions this norning you
have shown your readi ness and sincerity to further assist us
in the future. At the regional |evel, Ml aysia as a nenber
of ASEAN, has al so derived various benefits fromthe

ASEAN- Japan cooperation. On the international plane, we are



m ndf ul of Japan's support for the aspirations of the
devel opi ng countries to effect structural changes to the
present out noded and unequal system of internationa

economi c relations and of her active role in the North-South
di al ogue.

M. Prinme Mnister,

5. Japan is Mal aysia's biggest trading partner. The

annual trading volunme between the two countries has reached
nore than US$5,351 million in 1981 and is expected to

i ncrease further annually. Japan is al so the biggest
foreign investor in Malaysia. We are naturally very happy
that Japan is cooperating closely with Malaysia's

i ndustrialisation programre. | have no doubt that the
benefit of such cooperation would be mutual. W, therefore,
woul d wel cone nore Japanese investnent in Ml aysia.

6. Wth industrialisation there has also to be a narket

for the products manufactured. Japan can and nust help to
open up its market to nore val ue-added and nmanufact ured
goods coming from Mal aysia and for that matter devel opi ng
countries in general. This is a major problem G ven the
growi ng rel ati onship between our two countries, it is al nost
inevitable that problens arise fromtinme to tinme. | am
confident, however, that increased nutual understandi ng
woul d enabl e us to resol ve any probl em am cably.

M. Prinme Mnister,

7. The present international econom c situation is indeed
going through its nost difficult period, since the
depression of the 1930s. Al countries of the world are
adversely affected by the current recession. The countries
that are nost badly affected are the devel opi ng countries of
whi ch Malaysia is no exception. As a result of this
recession, commodity prices have slunped to rock bottom and
Mal aysi a which is the | eading producer of a nunber of

i mportant raw materials such as rubber, tin, palmoil and
tropical tinber, is hard hit as a result of greatly reduced
export earni ngs. Consequently Mal aysi a's devel opnent
projects have al so been affected. It is in this area that
we need the cooperation and understanding of our friends to

hel p us tide over the shortfall in our revenue, so that our
devel opnent projects can go on in order to maintain our
political and economc stability which will itself enhance

peace and stability in our region

8. Japan is one of the npbst advanced countries in the

world. It is the second | argest econony in the Free Wrld
accounting for 10 per cent of the world econom c output. It
has been successful where many others have fail ed. Even
during this period of prolonged world recession, Japan has
managed to register GNP growh rates that is envied by ot her
devel oped countries, some of which have recorded ni nus
growm h. This success story can only be attributed to the
positive attitude of the Japanese people toward their work,



that is, their sense of commtnment and ever willingness to
work. That is why |I have asked Mal aysians to "Look East”
and to learn from Japan. W have all this tinme been | ooking
to the West, perhaps through the accident of history. Now
we would |ike to have a nore bal anced rel ati onshi p between
the West and the East. It is not so much your |evel of
material wealth and advanced technol ogy that we are after
VWhat | have been exhorting is for Ml aysians to enulate the
Japanese in their work ethics and attitudes and their
managenment systemwhich, | think, is the main factor in
Japan's rapid devel opment and industrialisation

9. Inline with this thinking we have decided, with your

| eave, to send to Japan nore students to study in Japanese
institutions of higher learning as well as nore trainees to
be attached to Japanese industrial organi sations where they
can observe for thensel ves and draw i nspiration fromthe
Japanese work ethics and attitudes at close quarters. Last
Septenber the first batch of trainees had already arrived in
Japan and nore will followin their wake. This progranmne,

of course, would not be possible without the all round
support and cooperation we are getting fromyou for which we
are nost appreciative. We hope that Japan will continue to
extend such cooperation to us in the future. The benefit of
such cooperation will not only accrue to Mal aysians but to

t he Japanese as well, for together we would be |aying the
foundati on for an enduring and neani ngful relationship

bet ween our two countries and peopl es.

M. Prinme Mnister,

10. Malaysia's commtnent is to inprove the quality of life
of Mal aysi ans. We can achieve this goal faster if our
resources are utilised productively. For this reason, we
would Iike to see the early return of peaceful and stable
condi tions to Southeast Asia so that we could devote
ourselves first and forenost to the pursuit of devel opnment
and in so doing increase our resilience. Malaysia and its

ot her partners in ASEAN have nmade it very clear that we
cannot and will not accept foreign mlitary intervention in
Kanpuchea or el sewhere as a neans of settling problens. The
conti nui ng foreign occupati on of Kanpuchea has resulted in
bi g power invol vemrent in Southeast Asia, thereby underm ning
t he peace and stability of the region and i ndeed threatening
wor | d peace and security. The Kanmpuchean issue nust be

resol ved quickly in accordance with the Declaration of the

I nternational Conference on Kanpuchea and ot her rel evant
United Nations resol utions that have been endorsed and
supported by the international comunity. In other words,
the violation of Kanpuchea's sovereignty and territoria
integrity nust be ended through the conplete wthdrawal of
foreign mlitary forces and the Kampuchean people be all owed
the right to freely determne their future. Ml aysia

wel cones the establishment of the coalition governnent of
Denocrati ¢ Kanpuchea under the Presidency of H s Hi ghness
Prince Norodom Si hanouk as a positive step towards the
peaceful resolution of the Kampuchean question. W are



grateful to Japan for its continuing support on the matter.
We hope that Japan will do all it can to help the Coalition
Government of Prince Sihanouk so that peace and stability
can return once nore to our region which will enable the
realisation of a Zone of Peace, Freedomand Neutrality for
Sout heast Asi a.

Your Excell encies, Ladies and CGentl enen,

11. May | now ask you all to join me in a toast to the

heal th and happi ness of H s Excellency Prime Mnister
Yasuhi ro Nakasone and M's. Nakasone, and to the Covernnent
and people of Japan and to the close friendship between our
two governnents and peopl es.
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