SPEECH BY: DATO SERI DR MAHATHI R BI N MOHAMAD
( PRIME M NI STER )

EVENT: MESSAGE BY THE HONOURABLE THE PRI ME M NI STER OF MALAYSI A
DR MAHATH R MCHAMED ( TO BE READ BY H E. THE MALAYSI AN AMBASSADOR)

VENUE: JAMECA
DATE: 20 MAR 1983

TI ME

Presi dent of JAMECA
Presi dent of MAJECA
Menbers of JAMECA/ MAJECA,
Ladi es and CGent!| enen.

It is indeed a pleasure for nme to send this nmessage to the
Sixth Joint Meeting of JAVECA and MAJECA. | would also like
to take the opportunity to congratulate the Associations on
t hi s auspi ci ous occasi on.

I have observed with keen personal interest the progress
achi eved by the Associations since their inauguration in
1977, especially in pronoting greater econom c exchanges
bet ween Mal aysi a and Japan. Mal aysi a al ways recogni ses the
need for mutual understandi ng and cooperation in

strengt heni ng econonic rel ati ons between herself and her
tradi ng partners, including Japan. | amvery happy to note
t hat Japan shares our views.

During ny visit to Japan recently, | had urged Japan's

i ndustrial |eaders to step up the transfer of technol ogy

t hrough nore investnents in Malaysia as part of the |ong
termefforts to further strengthen the relationship between
our two countries. | enphasised not only on the
heart-to-heart diplomcy, but also the mnd-to-mnd
technol ogy transfer, and hand-in-hand cooperation in

buil ding the existing relationship into a nutually
beneficial and |ong | asting one.

Mal aysia is very grateful to the Japanese Governnent for
agreeing to Mal aysia's request for a special |oan anounting
to 50 billion Yen in addition to its pledge of 21 billion
Yen for the Ninth Yen Credit. This agreenent was nost
significant in the context of our cooperation in the field
of econom ¢ devel opnent .

Mal aysi a has been receiving yen credits fromthe Japanese
Government since the md sixties. The special |oan extended
tous will be significant in view of the difficulties faced
by us due to the world econom c recession.

It is my hope that Japan will continue to extend her



assi stance and cooperation to Ml aysia in our devel oprent
efforts. In this regard, the Associations can continue to

play a very inportant role in our bilateral econonic
rel ations.

I wish this Sixth Joint Meeting every success.
Thank you.
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