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TI ME

Let me first of all express on behalf of ny wfe and
menbers of my del egation, as well as on nmy own, our sincere
t hanks for the delightful dinner that you, M.

Vi ce- President and Ms. Bush, have so graciously |aid-out
for us. I would also like to express ny appreciation for
your Kkind words and generosity.

2. As you are no doubt aware, M. Vice-President, from

your personal contacts and dealings with us that one of the
happy features of the friendly rel ationship which exists

bet ween our two countries is that they are not based on any
formal alliance or commtnents. Rather, they are based on
the even surer foundation of shared values and interests.

In terms of physical geography, Kuala Lunmpur is a |ong way
from Washi ngton but | believe that our shared conmtnents to
denocratic governnent and its values, to the free enterprise
systemand its opportunities, and to the spiritually secure,
humane and just society, transcend the gap of physica

di stance and bring us nuch cl oser than perhaps we often
realise.

3. Though we both have illusions about the world, we also
have a shared interest in peaceful and cooperative relations
anong nations, irrespective of their social philosophy or
political persuasion. Also, if | my say so, we have no
expectati on of each other, and we make no demands on each

ot her, beyond these shared interests and values and, as a
result, our relations over the years have been generally
positive and sound.

4. This is not to deny that there have been occasi ona
differences in the way we have | ooked at certain issues, or
that there have been occasional issues and even irritants in
our bilateral relations. But | have no doubt that the
positive aspects of our relationship and our shared

i nterests and val ues far outwei gh these occasi ona

di f f erences.

5. These positive aspects include the frequent and cl ose
consul tations on nmany issues of interests to us both. In
the fields of investnment and trade, the United States
continues to be a significant econom c partner for us, and
nmost recently in the field of education, there has been a
dramatic increase in the nunber of our students in this



country which, I amconvinced, will have | ong-term benefits,
for Malaysia and for the cooperative rel ati ons between our
two countries.

6. Once again, | thank you, M. Vice-President and Ms.
Bush, for the courtesy and hospitality you have shown ne, ny
wi fe and nmenbers of ny del egati on.

7. May | now have the pleasure of inviting you all to join
me in a toast to Vice-President and Ms. Bush and to the
wel | -bei ng of the people of the United States.
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