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TI ME

Bi smillahir rahmanir rahim

Your Excellency General Mhammad Zi a-U - Haq,

Presi dent of Paki stan;

Begum Zi a- U - Haq;

Honour abl e M nisters;

Excel | enci es;

Ladi es and Gentl enen.

Assal amu' al ai kum War ahmat ul | ahi  \Wabar akat uh

| would like, on behalf of my wife and nenbers of the

Mal aysi an del egation as well as on ny own behal f, to express
nmy heartfelt gratitude to Your Excellency and Begum

Zia-U -Haq, the governnent and people of the Islamc
Republ i c of Pakistan for the warmand friendly wel cone and
generous hospitality accorded us since our arrival in
Paki st an t oday.

2. 1 would also like to take this opportunity to convey to
Your Excellency and Begum Zia the warm and brotherly
greetings and best wi shes of their majesties the Yang

D - Pertuan Agong and the Raja Pernmaisuri Agong.

3. I wish at the sanme tinme to deeply thank Your

Excel | ency, the government of Paki stan and peopl e for having
kindly conferred on ne the high award of

Ni shan- E- Quai di azam This confernment together with Your
Excel l ency's kind invitation to me to attend and
participate, as the principal guest, in Pakistan's nationa
day cel ebrations tonorrow, are indeed a great honour and
privilege to nme personally, and also to nmy country. These
deeds by Your Excellency and the government of Pakistan
synbol i se beyond doubt the close and brotherly relations
exi sting between our two countries based on our comon
faith, Islam and shared ideals and aspirations. W | ook
forward to tomorrow nmorning to join and share with the
peopl e of Pakistan your joy and happiness in celebrating
your auspi cious 37th. anniversary.

4. Your Excellency, your visit to Malaysia in 1982 has
provi ded additional inpetus to the devel opment of our
bilateral relations. Since then we have seen a nunber of
positive devel opments in our relations. | hope this visit |
ammaking will further contribute to the strengthening of
the rel ati ons between our two countries.



5. Your Excellency, Ml aysia and Paki stan stand on common
ground in the conduct of our respective foreign policies.

W& have been able to cooperate closely and successfully at
various international fora, particularly at the O ganisation
of Islam c Conference (O C). Both Pakistan and Mal aysia are
pl aying active roles in our respective regions to bring
about regional peace and stability. As a believer in

regi onal cooperation and proud of the success of ASEAN,

Mal aysia is delighted that Pakistan, subscribes to the
concept as shown by its support of the South Asian Regi ona
Cooperation (SARC). Ml aysia also holds in high regard

Paki stan's active and consistent role in pronoting
cooperation and solidarity anong Islamc countries. W are
confident that under Your Excellency's chairmanship, the OC
conmittee on scientific and technical cooperation will
succeed in its endeavours. W are thankful to Pakistan for
bei ng one of the first O C countries to co-sponsor the
establ i shnent of the International Islamc University in

Mal aysi a.

6. Your Excellency, Ml aysia and Pakistan are both
devel opi ng countries. As such we nust strive to inprove the
quality of life of our peoples while at the sane tine
devel opi ng our national resilience. But, unfortunately, we
are being distracted and hanpered in our endeavours by the
unstabl e situations in our respective regions. In Kanpuchea
and Afghanistan, foreign mlitary forces continue to
illegally occupy these two countries in gross violation of
the basic tenets of international |aw and openly defying the
nunerous calls by the international community for their
speedy wi thdrawal . The continued Vietnanese mlitary
occupation of Kanpuchea threatens the security and stability
of Southeast Asia and is a serious obstacle to the early
realisation of a Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality
(ZOPFAN) in Southeast Asia. The sane dangerous and

expl osive situation also persists in Afghanistan as a result
of Soviet intervention and continued mlitary occupation of
that country. Mal aysia and Pakistan hold identica

positions on the peaceful settlement of the Kampuchean and
Af ghani stan probl ens, nanely the withdrawal of all foreign
mlitary forces, recognition of the rights of the Kanpuchean
and Afghan peoples to self-determ nation and i ndependence
free fromoutside interference, and the return of refugees
to their hones in safety and honour. While on this subject
Your Excellency, | would like to place on record Malaysia's
admration for the generous hel p and assi stance rendered by
t he peopl e and governnent of Pakistan to the Afghan

r ef ugees.

7. Malaysia is extrenely concerned at the deteriorating
situation in the Mddle East. W believe that a just and
durabl e peace in the region can only be achi eved through the
restitution of the inalienable rights of the Pal estinian
peopl e, which is the crux of the problem

8. It is Malaysia's conviction that the Mddl e East



probl em has remnai ned unresol ved because of the intransigence
and continued acts of aggression by Israel. Not only has

I srael defied successive United Nations resolutions calling
for her withdrawal from occupied Arab territories but it has
al so aggravated the situation by expropriating Arab | and and
attenpting to change the status of Jerusalem Any

rel ocati on of enbassies to Baitul Migaddis by any nation
will be tantanount to support for aggression. Ml aysia
vehenent|ly condemms such irresponsi ble action. W al so
cannot exonerate the major powers fromresponsibility for

t he continuing problem The sophisticated arns used by al
the parties in the nultiple conflicts in the Mddle East are
supplied by the big powers. And apparently no party is

given sufficient arms to win decisively. Consequently death
and destruction escalate wi thout the end being anywhere in
si ght.

9. Asolution to the Mddle East conflict is possible
through the line of action mapped out by the United Nations
Regi onal Conference On The Question of Palestine in Kual a
Lunpur last May and the United Nations Internationa
Conference in Geneva in August |ast year in which both

Paki stan and Mal aysi a played a role. Individual countries
shoul d now cease to pronote their own pet solutions but

i nstead give their support to the United Nations and the

i npl enentation of the line of action referred to.

10. The continuing lran-lraqgq conflict remains a cause for
much angui sh and sadness for all Mislinms and indeed to the
i nternational community. In the interest of Islamc
solidarity and world peace, this tragic conflict must be
brought to an end. Ml aysia as a nenber of the O C peace
conmittee remains fully commtted to seeking an early and
peaceful solution to the conflict.

11. If the world political outlook is gloomny, the prospects
for inmproving international econom c cooperation is no | ess
so. Devel oping countries, which are badly affected by the
wor | d econoni c recession and which are frustrated by the

| ack of response fromthe devel oped countries to pronote a
new i nternational econom c order nust find new ways and
means to overcone their plight w thout being too heavily
dependant on the devel oped countries. This is why Ml aysia
is a strong proponent of South-South cooperation and
sincerely believes that devel oping countries, |ike Malaysia
and Paki stan, can increase trade and econom ¢ exchanges
which will be mutually beneficial. A fair amount of our
trade with the North can be redirected to the South w t hout
hurting any one of us. It is all really up to us to nake
the decision and to act.

12. | amvery happy that both Ml aysia and Paki stan are

al ready engaged in a formal and continuous dial ogue through
our joint conm ssion on econom ¢ and techni cal cooperation
Undoubtedly, the private sector has an inportant role to
play in the process and this is the reason why | have

i ncluded in ny del egation sone inportant representatives of



t he Mal aysi an private sector, who will neet their Pakistan
counterparts and hol d di scussions on trade and possible
joint venture projects.

13. In concluding ny remarks, | would |like once again to
t hank Your Excellency and Begum Zi a-U -Haqg for this grand
di nner that you have very kindly hosted in our honour

t oni ght .

14. May | now invite all present to join ne in w shing for
the conti nued good health and happi ness of the President of
the Islam c Republic of Pakistan and Begum Zi a-U -Haq, to
the continued prosperity and well-being of the governnent
and peopl e of Pakistan, and to the close and brotherly

rel ati ons between Ml aysia and the Islanic Republic of
Paki st an

Thank you.
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