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TI ME

I wish to thank Your Excellency, the Governnment and the
peopl e of the Republic of France for the warm wel conmre and

t he generous hospitality that has been extended to nmy wife
and I, as well as to the nenbers of ny del egation. W are

i ndeed happy and honoured to be here in your lovely country.
| amparticularly delighted to have this opportunity to neet
again and to renew ny acquai ntance with Your Excellency.

2. Just over one year ago | had the pleasure of wel com ng
you to Mal aysia on the occasion of your official visit to
our country. Your visit has contributed greatly towards
strengthening the relati ons between our two countries. Late
|ast year | was in Paris and we had an opportunity to neet
and discuss a few matters. This tine | amon an official
visit together with a nunber of ny officials. Mre
extensi ve discussions will be held between us and al so
between the officials. These increasing nunber of contacts
bet ween | eaders and officials of our two countries wll
surely pronote greater understandi ng between our two peoples
and help to overcome and renove the barriers of |anguage and
culture.

3. To ny mnd, it is nost appropriate that in the past one
year our cooperation has devel oped significantly in the
field of education. Qur two sides are in the process of
finalising the agreement for the programe whereby Ml aysi an
students will pursue their higher education in France. |
believe that the initiation of this programme will lay the
foundati on for much cl oser rel ati ons between Ml aysi a and
France in future.

4. At the same tinme while |ooking towards France and ot her
devel oped countries, both in the East and the West for their
know edge and expertise, Ml aysia desires to enter into
genui ne partnership with these sane countries in the field
of econom c devel opnent and trade. As a growi ng nation, we
of fer opportunities for those who have the technica

know how and the nmeans to participate actively in our
econom ¢ devel opnent. W certainly wel cone French interest
inthis field.



5. | amcertain that you share nmy hope for the expansion

of two-way trade between our two countries. We should not
fail to take advantage of the grow ng cooperation between
our two countries to allow the growh of such an active
two-way trade. In this, however, while we have reason to be
happy with the devel opnment of our bilateral relations in
many fields, we must address ourselves to the fact that the
vol ume of trade between our two countries have not been very
encouraging. This is attributable in part to the lingering
recession, but at the same tinme we cannot ignore the effect
of tariff and non-tariff trade barriers. There is truth in
the argunent that certain industries do require governmenta
assistance to pronote their growth, but the w despread usage
of these neasures to protect too many sectors sinply cannot
have a positive effect on international trade, and
consequently on the recovery fromthis recession. This
problemis not confined to one or two or a few countri es,

but to many groups of countries. | believe that it is a
negative trend, and one that cannot sol ve any economc
problem wi th any pernanence.

6. France, as an inportant nenber of the EEC, plays a

major role in European affairs and it is a strong proponent
of European unity. It is currently the President of the EEC
Council, at a time when the Community is addressing itself
to many economic and political questions, in intra-conmunity
affairs, as well as in matters between the Comunity and

ot her countries and groups of countries. The Comunity
itself is about to be enlarged with the adm ssion of two new
menbers, namely, Spain and Portugal. | would like to extend
to you nmy best w shes and to express ny confidence that
under the Presidency of France, the Comunity will achieve
progress in its endeavours.

7. The last few years has w tnessed the growh of economc
cooperation and trade between the EEC and ASEAN. Ml aysi a,
and its partners in ASEAN, value this cooperation between
the two groups. W are confident that the existing dial ogue
and regul ar neetings held between us will prove to be
mutual Iy beneficial both to the nmenbers of the EEC and to
the countries of ASEAN. Even though this cooperation is not
wi thout its problens, in particular certain restrictive
nmeasures on the part of the Community, it neverthel ess
provi des for neetings of mnds between the two sides. Such
on-goi ng di al ogues provide the nmeans for a nutually

sati sfactory sol ution.

8. The need for on-going dial ogues to resol ve problens and
poi nts of disagreenent is also applicable to the one problem
that is causing great concern to Europeans, as well as to
the whole world, nanely that of security. | amreferring to
t he suspension of the talks on arnms reducti on between the
two superpowers as a result of the stal emate over the
qguestion of internediate nmissiles in Europe. The world has
been foll owi ng the progress of these negotiations with much
nore than just academic interest. We in Ml aysia share the
concern that is felt by all countries over the suspension of



tal ks on arns reduction. The two superpowers and the world
cannot afford an escalation in nuclear rearmanment. The

di scussions nust go on no matter how difficult. Ml aysia is
wat chi ng the devel opnment with bated breath, for already
there is sufficient nuclear arns to destroy all |iving
things on this planet.

9. In the Mddl e East, the question of Palestine, which is
the core of the Arab-Israeli conflict, renmains unresol ved.
As a neans to start the process that would lead to the

est abl i shnent of an independent state of Pal estine, Malaysia
urges for the convening of the International Peace
Conference on West Asia, as called for by the Declaration
and Programmre of Action of the Geneva Internationa
Conference on the Question of Pal estine. W are convi nced
that the Declaration and Programme of Action of the CGeneva
Conf erence provides the basis for a just and conprehensive
peace and would | ead to the establishment of an independent
State of Pal estine.

10. One of the consequences of the unresol ved question of

Pal estine is the on-going tragedy in Lebanon. Malaysia is
aware that France plays a key nediatory role in the crisis
in Lebanon and in efforts to achieve a long termsolution to
the Pal estinian problem In the pursuit of these efforts,
France has not so long ago suffered a tragedy when so many
of her sons were killed. | would |ike to express ny

condol ences at your loss and salute the bravery of those who
lost their lives in Lebanon. We appeal to all parties
concerned to renew the efforts at bringi ng about nationa
reconciliation and peace to Lebanon

11. Wthin our own region of Southeast Asia, we continue to
face the unresol ved probl em of Kanmpuchea. The Vi et nanese
mlitary occupation of Kanpuchea prevents the establishment
of a Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality, or ZOPFAN, in
Sout heast Asia, free fromany formof foreign interference
that Mal aysia and her partners in ASEAN has been striving
for. The unresol ved probl em of Kampuchea is the source of
instability in our region and it threatens all of us in the
region with the unwanted possibility of big power
interference in our affairs. Malaysia, therefore, |ooks to
her friends for their continued support for the efforts to
resol ve the Kanpuchean issue peacefully and speedily in
accordance with the declaration of the Internationa

Conf erence on Kanpuchea and other relevant United Nations
resol uti ons that have been endorsed by the internationa
conmuni ty.

12. The question of Antarctica, the continent that is the

| ast unsettled frontier of mankind, has been gai ning
international interest. The recent session of the United
Nati ons General Assenbly has adopted a resolution that the
Secretary- General undertakes a conprehensive, factual and
obj ective study on all aspects of the question of
Antarctica. Malaysia firnmy believes that Antarctica should
remain the heritage of mankind, that its future reginme



shoul d pronote international harnony and not discord,
cooperation and not conflict, and that the exploitation of
its resources should benefit mankind as a whole. W realise
that France has a different perception on the question of
Antarctica, but we are confident that the study undertaken
by the United Nations Secretary CGeneral will take into full
account the positions of all the countries in the world.

13. Distinguished Guests, |adies and gentlenen, may | now
ask you to join ne in a toast to the good health of Hs
Excel | ency President Francois Mtterrand, H's Excellency
Prime Mnister Pierre Mauroy, to the Government and the
peopl e of the Republic of France, and to the continuing
cl ose friendshi p between Ml aysi a and t he Republic of
France.
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