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TI ME

Your Excellency the Prime Mnister of the

Republic of Italy and Madane Craxi;

Di sti ngui shed CGuests;

Ladi es and Gentl enen.

On behalf of nmy wife and nenbers of ny del egati on,

wi sh to thank you for the warm wel come and generous
hospitality extended to us during our visit to your
beautiful country. We are indeed honoured and pleased to be
here this evening at this splendid dinner

2. Malaysia and Italy have for sone tine shared cordi al
relations. | am happy to observe that the devel opnent of
our relations have been unmarred by any serious

di sagreenent. The friendly relations between our two
countries have further been augmented by our commitnent to
the ideals and aspirations of the United Nations through
cl oser cooperation between Menber States in all fields. W
share simlar views on many

i nternational issues, and in our respective regions we are
each conmitted to a policy of close regional cooperation
bet ween nei ghbouring states. Moreover, both Ml aysia and
Italy are firmadherents of the free enterprise system as
wel | as of cooperation between devel oped and devel opi ng
nations.

3. Wiile all the above factors should formthe ingredients
for active bilateral cooperation, it is also true to state
that until quite recently our relations have | acked inpetus.
I can honestly say that our ties have been steady, but

unremarkable. This is still well reflected in our bilatera
trade figures, which I feel is lower in volunme and narrower
in scope than its real potential. Italy, with nore than 57

mllion people and a highly industrialised econony, should
present a |arge market for Ml aysian products, especially
our primary comodities. On the other hand, Mal aysi a needs
Italian machinery and materials, as well as your expertise
in certain specialised fields. This conplenmentarity extends
al so to other economic fields. However, up to now our
interest in Italy has primarily been as a touri st
destination, aided also by a keen awareness of your
contributions to nodern Western civilisation. On your part,
Italy has perhaps had a longer history of links with
countries in Africa and other regions, and not with



Sout heast Asi a.

4. | amhappy to note that we are at |ast realising that
there is great potential and many possibilities for
increases in volunme and diversity in bilateral trade, as
well as in econonmc, industrial and devel opment cooperation
A step in this direction was taken in July |last year, when
both our countries signed an Agreenment on Econom c and
Techni cal Cooperation. It is a sign of the conmon desire of
both Mal aysia and Italy to foster closer economc
cooperation that the Ml aysian-ltalian Joint Conm ssion
establ i shed in accordance with the provisions of the above
Agreenent, nmet six months later for its inaugural session
The neeting had addressed itself to the whol e spectrum of
cooperation that we can undertake for the nmutual benefit of
our two countries and peopl es.

5. The Mal aysian and ltalian private sectors have not been
slow to wel come increased cooperation either, as | observe.
One of our investnent conpanies will be finalising an
agreement with Italian conpanies to formjoint-venture
conpani es to seek opportunities for cooperation in trade and
investrment, and to jointly expand trade and other ventures
i n ot her devel oping countries. Such cooperation forms the
basi s of strong and neani ngful ties of friendship. CQur
cooperation in the recent past underlines ny earlier
observation that the real potential of our economc
cooperation has not been fully realised.

6. | amtherefore undertaking this visit to your country
with the conviction that through the establishnment of
personal contacts and consul tations, such as the neeting we
have had today, the bonds of our friendship will be cenented
further for our nmutual benefit. | look forward to a future
when Mal aysians will regard Italy and Italians not just as
friends but al so as econom c partners, over and above our
interest in you as a country and a people with a | ong and
fascinating history.

7. Malaysia is a developing country striving to achi eve
econom c well-being for its people. W have a long way to

go to achieve prosperity and devel opnent, and we do not have
the luxury of tine in order to arrive at our objectives. W
t her ef ore need under standi ng and cooperation from devel oped
countries such as Italy, while we try to hel p oursel ves and
accel erate our econonic devel opnent.

8. In this context, Malaysia is fully conmtted to

regi onal cooperation with our partners in ASEAN, in line

wi th our perception that econom c devel opnent can be

mai ntai ned only if there is peace and stability in our
regi on of Sout heast Asia. However, the unresol ved problem
of Kampuchea continues to be the source of potenti al
instability, with [ittle prospects of an early solution

Mal aysi a and her partners in ASEAN will continue to strive
for a durable solution to the Kanpuchean probl emthrough a
conprehensive political solution. W are convinced that the



i ssue nmust be resol ved peacefully in accordance with the
declaration of the International Conference on Kanpuchea and
other relevant United Nations resolutions that have been
endorsed by the international community.

9. The countries in ASEAN will continue to | ook towards
countries which have given their support to our initiatives
for peace and stability in Indochina. I am happy that Italy
shares our effort in the search for a solution in Kanmpuchea
and hope that it will continue to do so in the forthcom ng
Ceneral Assenbly of the United Nations.

Your Excell ency,

10. The question of peace and security is inportant to us
in Southeast Asia, just as it is inportant to you in the
Medi t erranean region. The countries of the ASEAN group are
aware of the dangers of our region being turned into an area
of rivalry and conflict between the major powers. W are
anxi ous to prevent such dangerous conpetition between the
maj or powers, which could very well be brought about by
probl enms such as that in Kanpuchea. Mal aysia, with her
ASEAN partners, has therefore been striving to establish a
Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality in Southeast Asia,
free fromany formof foreign interference

11. W in Mal aysia are aware that Italy plays an inportant
role in many international issues, and has made inport ant
contributions towards peace in the Mediterranean regi on and
in West Asia. Your policy of mmintaining close relations
with all countries in your region has earned the respect of
many countries and has nmade your country an inportant nenber
of the region. At the sane tine Italy al so assunes a
significant role in the EEC and the Atlantic Alliance.

This, together with the fact that Italy is one of the mgjor
i ndustrial countries in the world assures you of an

i mportant voice in world affairs. Ml aysia | ooks forward to
working closely with you in the future on various econonic
and other issues, either in the bilateral context, or in the
wi der context of our respective regi onal organisations,
ASEAN and EEC.

12. I amconfident that the future will witness the growth
of active and neani ngful bilateral relations between our two
countries for our nutual benefit. | amcertain that the

positive devel opments that we have witnessed in the recent
past underscores ny conviction that there is trenmendous
potential for further cooperation between Ml aysia and
Italy.

13. Distingui shed guests, |adies and gentl enen, my |
invite you to join me in a toast to the good health of His
Excel | ency President Sandro Pertini and to the close
friendshi p between Ml aysia and the Republic of Italy.
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