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TI ME

Bi smi |l ahir Rahmanir Rahi m

Your Excel |l ency;

Honour abl e M nisters;

Excel | enci es;

Ladi es and Gentl enen.

Assal amu' al ai kum War ahmat ul | ahi  \Wabar akat uh

I amindeed honoured and privileged to be here in Ml

today. Mali is an ancient land with a rich and historic
culture and in its own tinme has contributed nmuch to Islamc
civilisation and | earning. Indeed the ancient city of

Ti mbuktu was once the repository of Islamc education and
art. Above and beyond this, | have |long desired to neet

wi th Your Excellency and establish a personal |ink that
woul d add to the already strong bond of friendship that has
evolved in the few short years since we nutually decided to
upgrade our bilateral relations to nore neaningful |evels.

2. Since our arrival in Bamako, we have been greatly
touched by the very warm and brotherly wel come that Your
Excel | ency personally and the Governnent and people of Mal
have extended to us. It is nost evident that you have
spared no effort to make us feel at home. On behalf of ny
wi fe and nmenbers of ny delegation, I would like to thank
Your Excellency and the Governnment and people of Mali for
this warm and sincere wel cone and hospitality.

3. | also would like to take this opportunity to convey to
Your Excellency and Madam Mariam the best w shes and
greetings of their Mjesties the King and Queen of Ml aysi a.

4. Excellency, although Ml aysia and Mali are separated by
vast distances and even by culture, history and | anguage, we
nonet hel ess share a great deal in conmon. Perhaps the nost

i nportant of these shared bonds is our common commitnent to
I sl am and, springing fromthis, our commtnent to peace,
justice and soci o-econom c well-being that gives dignity to
man. We are al so both small devel opi ng countries and
menbers of the Non-Aligned Movenent and the Organisation of
I slami c Conference. | amconfident that these common bonds
wi Il propel our bilateral relations to new and even greater
hei ghts in the years to cone.

5. Excellency, | knowit will not be an exaggeration to
say that we are now living in an era where soci o-econom c



devel opnent has becone our topnost priority. Having won our
political independence, we devel oping countries have now
dedi cated ourselves to uplifting the soci o-economc

wel | - bei ng of our respective peoples so as to give substance
to our political independence. Nowhere is this trend nore
evident than on the continent of Africa. However, it has
not been an easy struggle. W have had to cope with the

di vi sive inmpact on our societies as a result of years of

col oni al divide-and-rule policies. W have had to cope with
an econom ¢ systemthat geared our respective econonmes to
provide the raw materials to the industrialised nations
often on exploitative terns; and we have had to cope with
the interference and extraneous influences which seek to
establish or re-establish fornms of control over us. In
addi ti on these probl ens have soneti nes been conpounded by
some of the worst natural calanmities in history.

6. It was in these circunstances that Ml aysia, Mli and
ot her devel oping countries called for a re-exam nation of
t he fundanental prem ses of the prevailing internationa
economi ¢ order within the context of the North-South

di al ogue. Unfortunately this, |ike many other inportant
Third Wrld initiatives, have suffered because of the |ack
of political will on the part of the devel oped countries.
Therefore, even as we persuade the devel oped countries to
comm t thenselves to the New I nternational Econom c O der
we nust find ways to tackle the massive devel opnenta
probl enrs we face on our own.

7. In this respect | am convinced that cooperative efforts
anongst ourselves to share experiences and pool resources
wi thin the context of South-South cooperation offers the
best hope. It was precisely with this in mnd that ny
Government | aunched t he Mal aysi an Techni cal Cooperation
Programe or MICP in 1980. Qur objective was sinply to
pronot e nmeani ngf ul cooperati on anongst devel opi ng countries
to | essen our dependence on the devel oped countries. Being
a small country with no territorial anbitions and no desire
to mani pul ate or control the destiny of other nations, we
have sought only in a nodest way, and to the limt that our
own devel opi ng econony could afford, to hel p encourage
national resilience.

8. Under the MICP, Mal aysia has offered its hand in
friendship and cooperation to several countries including
the Republic of Mali. | am confident that the cooperation
bet ween our two countries will growin the years to cone.
The Joint Commi ssion on Econom ¢ and Techni cal Cooperation
whi ch we have just concluded will act as a catalyst to
achi eve nore mneani ngful cooperation to our nutual benefit.

9. Excellency, ny Governnment is deeply aware of the

i mense econonic and social difficulties that years of
drought have inflicted upon your country. W share your
sense of despair at the set-back to your nationa

devel opnent efforts that this natural calamty has caused.
Nevert hel ess, | know that with your w se | eadership and the



determ nati on of your people, this set-back will only be but
a tenporary obstacle. For our part | assure you that the
Government and people of Malaysia will do whatever it can to
assi st you. Though we ourselves are a snall devel opi ng

nati on, we possess sone expertise in specific areas and sone
ability to assist you in other areas. W ask that you do

not consider our help as assistance in the usual sense but
rather that you consider it as a small token of our desire
to share with you the fruits of our experience and | abour in
the spirit of solidarity and friendship between our two
countries and our two peopl es.

10. On a wider level, | ampleased to note that our two
countries now have a tradition of good cooperation on a
nunber of international and regional issues based on shared
perceptions, ideals and beliefs. W have joi ned together on
several occasions in such diverse fora as the United

Nati ons, the Organisation of Islamc Conference and the
Non- Al i gned Movenent in pursuit of initiatives designed to
strengthen worl d peace and stability.

11. Mal aysia highly appreciates Mali's support on such

i ssues as Kanpuchea and Antarctica and we have benefitted
fromthe consultations and joint approaches taken on such
i mportant issues as Pal estine and Af ghani stan

12. As Your Excellency is aware, Ml aysia has al so been
greatly distressed by the injustices that have been
inflicted on Pal estine and the Pal estinian people. W join
the international comunity in condeming I srael

aggression. My Governnent views the Pal estinian question as
the core of the West Asian problemand only through its just
sol ution can durable peace be pronmpted and assured in that
region. We are al so convinced that the Pal estinian question
cannot be solved without the exercise by the Palestinian
peopl e of their inalienable rights of self-determnation and
the establishment of an independent Pal estinian State. In
our support for the Pal estinian cause, we will continue to
make every effort to solicit concrete international action
for the solution of the Pal estinian question

13. Excellency, we in Malaysia also take a keen interest in
devel opnents in Africa. W have unfailingly supported the
initiatives of the African states to bring about a peacefu
settl enent of the Nam bian issue and to end the i nhuman and
raci st policy of apartheid which continues to be perpetrated
by the South African reginme. You may recall that in 1971
Mal aysi a successfully took the lead in calling for the
expul sion of South Africa fromthe Commonweal th because of
its apartheid policies. Malaysia also participated in the
United Nations Peace-Keeping Force in the Congo, as it was
then called, in 1960. It is our hope to wi den the scope of
the econonmic and political cooperation with the nations of
Africa. W believe that Southeast Asia and Africa can and
shoul d be partners in the struggle for a better

i nternational political and econom c order



14. Your Excellency, may | once again thank you for your
warm and brotherly hospitality. | am confident that
exchange of visits such as this will lay the foundation for
greater cooperation between our two countries and all ow for
very useful exchanges of views on a whole range of bilatera
rel ations as well as regional and international issues of
mut ual concern

15. Finally, | would Iike to take this opportunity to w sh
Your Excellency, Madam Mariam Traore and the people of Mali
conti nued happi ness and prosperity.

Thank you.
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