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TI ME

Excel | enci es;
Di sti ngui shed CGuests;
Ladi es and CGentl| enen.

First of all Excellency, may I, on behalf of nmy wife

and nenbers of ny del egation, express ny appreciation and
gratitude to you and the Governnment of Shaanxi for the very
war m wel cone you have extended to us. Though our visit to
your historic city is but a short one, we will take away

wi th us sone very pleasant nmenories of your friendship and
cordiality.

2. Excellency, in visiting Xian today, | amfollow ng a

wel | -beaten path taken by nmany visitors to your country in
search of the ancient splendour of early Chinese
civilisation. |I refer of course to what is now known as the
Qn Arny Miseum created by the man who built the G eat Wall
and unified China, Qn Shi Huangdi, on whomis bestowed the
title of "Founder of the Chinese Nation".

I look forward to ny visit to that historic site later this
af t er noon.

3. Inrecalling the achievenents of this great Chinese
Enperor, | note that while he laid the groundwork for a uni-
fied China, it took you many, many years, and much toil and
sacrifice to evolve the unity and sense of nationhood that
you now enjoy. This is an inportant |esson that we can al
draw from history. National unity does not cone easily and
it is often the outconme of years of toil and sacrifice. W
in Mal aysia al so enbarked on this task though much | ater,
begi nning wi th our independence in 1957. Qur task was
conplicated by the very diversity of our peoples. W hope
that the experience of your own struggle beginning with the
first step taken by Qn Shi Huangdi will forever render

Chi na supportive and synpathetic of our own efforts at

nati onal unity.

4. Before | conclude, may | once agai n thank Your
Excel  ency and the Governnent of Shaanxi Province for
receiving us so warmy and attentively today.

5. May | nowinvite you all to join me in a toast to:-
- the good health of H s Excellency



- and to the future success and
prosperity of this historic city.
Thank you.
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