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TI ME

Your Excellency Kaare WI I och,
Prime Mnister of Norway;

Di sti ngui shed CGuests;

Ladi es and Gentl enen.

On behal f of the nenbers of ny delegation, | would like
first of all to thank you, the Governnent and the peopl e of
Norway for the warm and friendly wel come and generous
hospitality accorded to us since our arrival here. | have

| ooked forward to this visit to your beautiful country. |
woul d also Iike to thank you for the kind remarks which you
have just nade.

2. The active bilateral relations between Ml aysia and
Norway is a fairly recent devel opnent. In the past, we have
not had much contact with each other, except in the United
Nations and other international fora, when we have

cooper ated over issues of common concern to us, and in the
field of trade. Neverthel ess, nost of us in Ml aysia do
know about Norway and its fjords, its fanous seafarers,
the Vikings, and its "mdnight sun", a phenomenon that is
i nconcei vable to us since we cone fromthe tropics. Your
nmyths and | egends, coupled with tales of the exploits of
the Vikings, bring forth to mind i mages of a romantic |and
of sea, snow and nountai ns.

3. Thus you can see that while for many of us this would

be our first visit to Norway, it is not a country that is
completely unfamliar to us. W therefore feel that we are
anong friends here. To ny mnd, it is a good way and a good
reason to strengthen our bilateral relations. | observe

al so that there are many simlarities between Ml aysia and
Norway. Both are parlianentary denocracies. Both countries
are about the sanme in area and with relatively smal

popul ations. Qur two countries are also fortunate to have
consi derabl e natural resources, the nost inmportant of which
is petroleum In the political field, we each place najor

i nportance to devel opi ng cl ose regi onal cooperation wth
our inmmedi ate nei ghbours. | amcertain you will agree with
me that such simlarities formthe firmbasis for good
bilateral relations between our two countries.

4. The cooperation between Ml aysia and Norway is nost



active in comerce and in the economc field. The vol une of
our bilateral trade, while still small, is steadily
increasing. It is ny belief, however, that the best
potential for cooperation between our two countries lie in
the fields where Norwegi an technol ogy can usefully conbi ne
wi th Mal aysian resources to establish joint projects for our
mut ual benefit. Malaysia is now entering a stage in her

i ndustrial growh where enphasis is being placed on the
devel opnent of heavy industries as well as high precision
engi neering, electronic and electrical industries. W,

t herefore, welcone Norwegian interest to participate in the
areas that would be nost beneficial for both countries. As
you are aware, | have brought with me the representatives of
Mal aysi @' s | eading i ndustries and busi ness houses. | am
certain that they will take this opportunity to establish
contacts with their Norwegi an col | eagues.

5. On global affairs, both Ml aysia and Norway share
basically simlar perceptions on nany international issues,
wi th strong adherence to the principles of the Charter of
the United Nations. W in Malaysia are aware of Norway's
active role in establishing the United Nations O ganisation
Your country's participation and contributions to that world
body goes further than nost countries. Norway's firmbelief
inthe United Nations as a guarantor for peace and security
of all states is evidenced by the material and financi al
support for the peace-keeping operations of the world

organi sation. Such unselfish contributions towards the
United Nations as Norway has given, strengthens the

organi sati on and provi des an exanpl e which other nations can
emul at e.

Your Excel |l ency,

6. One of the central tenets of Malaysia's foreign policy
is her coomitnent to regi onal cooperation with her

nei ghbours, as nanifested in the Associ ation of Southeast
Asian Nations, or ASEAN. Since its inception in 1967, ASEAN
has successfully devel oped cl ose regi onal cooperation anmong
the menbers. | amglad to say that our Association has been
growing fromstrength to strength with cl ose cooperation in
many different fields.

7. In this connection, Norway being a nenber of the Nordic
G oup of States al so devel oped cl ose regi onal cooperation
and integration in many fields. The coordination of
policies between the Nordic States through this Nordic
Cooperation is indeed advanced. You have utilised your
common background of |anguage and culture to your best
advant age and have managed to forma closely-knit group in
such diverse fields as parlianentary and | egislative
cooperation, |abour market, travel across Nordic frontiers,
custom regul ati ons, trade cooperation and regi ona

devel opnents. The scope of Nordic Cooperation is too
nunmerous that it suffices for me to remark that these

col | aborati ons anong the Nordic countries are an achi evenent
and an out standi ng exanple of the extent to which regi ona



cooperation can be fostered.

8. As for Ml aysia and her ASEAN partners, our cherished
goal in regional cooperation is to establish a Zone of
Peace, Freedom and Neutrality in our region of Southeast
Asia, free fromany foreign interference. It is inportant
for us to achieve peace and stability in our region so that
our efforts can be directed towards achieving rapid growh
and devel oprment for our respective countries and our

peopl es. However, the conflict in Kanpuchea and the

conti nued presence of foreign mlitary forces in that
unfortunate country formthe biggest threat to regiona
peace and stability. It threatens all of us in the region
with the unwanted possibility of big power interference in
our affairs. Malaysia therefore |ooks to her friends for
their continued support to resolve the Kampuchean issue
speedily in accordance with the declaration of the

I nternational Conference on Kanpuchea and ot her rel evant
United Nations resolutions that have been endorsed by the
i nternational community. W are appreciative of Norway's
support for our endeavour to find a political solution to
t he Kanpuchean problem W are gratified that Norway has
al so given considerable aid to the Kanmpuchean refugees to
alleviate their plight.

9. Just as the question of peace and security is inportant
to us in Southeast Asia, we appreciate that it is equally

i mportant to Norway to work for detente and stability in

Eur ope. Mal aysia has followed closely the various tal ks and
negoti ati ons on questions of security and arns reductions
that are ongoing in Europe. W are aware that Norway plays
an active role in the question of arnms reduction. This

i ssue is of concern not just to the superpowers and the
countries in Europe, but to the whole world as well, because
t hey have such far-reachi ng consequences. Although realism
dictates that the decision to disarmresides mainly in the
hands of big powers, Mal aysia does not believe that the rest
of the world should resign their respective roles in the
matter of disarmanment. In Malaysia's view all countries
should join together in the creation of conditions in which
di sarmanent would be in the natural order of things.

Your Excel |l ency,

10. Another area of concern to Malaysia is the question of
Antarctica. It is the |last unsettled frontier in the world
and it remains our view that all Mankind has a legitimte
interest in the continent. Antarctica should not be the
excl usive preserve of only a few nations. Ml aysia is ready
to cooperate with the nenber states of the Antarctica Treaty
with a viewto finding an acceptabl e system wherein al

nati ons may cooperate to preserve that vast cold continent
and sustain its environnment until such tinme when
exploitation of its resources can be done w t hout pollution
and damagi ng the ecol ogi cal system

Your Excel |l ency,



11. Al'low ne once again to say how appreciative ny

del egation and | are for this opportunity to visit your
country and for the hospitality extended to us.

12. Distingui shed Guests, Ladies and Gentl enen, may | now
propose a toast to the good health of our host Hi s

Excel | ency Kaare Wl loch, the Prine Mnister of Norway, and
to the continuing and everlasting friendship between

Mal aysi a and Nor way.
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