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TI ME

Your Excellency M1 ka Planinc,

Prinme Mnister of the Socialist Federa
Republ i ¢ of Yugosl avi a;

Your Excell enci es;

Ladi es and CGent!| enen.

I am pl eased to have this opportunity to extend to Your
Excel  ency, M. Planinc, and nenbers of your del egation our
war nest wel cone to Malaysia. It is my sincere hope that you
wi || have a pl easant and enjoyable stay in Malaysia. | am
rem nded of the kind hospitality accorded to me and ny wife
by the Governnent and peopl e of Yugoslavia during our visit
to your country in May, 1983. It was a nost interesting and
nmenorabl e visit.

2. My visit to your country gave ne the opportunity to

have an extensive exchange of views on both bilateral and

i nternational issues. Your Excellency's presence in Kual a
Lunpur provides us with yet another opportunity to continue
the neeting we have had in Belgrade in May 1983.

3. Since the establishnent of diplomatic ties between

Mal aysi a and Yugosl avia in 1967, our relations have over the
years progressed snoothly and satisfactorily. Economc
cooperation and trade ties between our two countries have
been intensified after ny visit to Bel grade. The Joint

Conmi ssion set up under the Econom c and Technica
Cooper ati on Agreenent between Ml aysia and Yugosl avi a has
had its second session at Kual a Lunmpur in Novenber |ast year
where our two countries had identified new projects for
cooper ati on.

VWile there is al ready meani ngful cooperation between our
two governnents, firms in Yugoslavia and Mal aysia too should
seize the opportunities offered in the fields of trade,
joint ventures, and investnent. | am happy to note that an
Exhi biti on and Sem nar on Yugosl av Technol ogy and I ndustry
is to be organi sed by Your Excellency's governnent in Kual a
Lunpur in April this year. | amconfident this would create
a greater awareness of Yugoslav products and technol ogy
anong our people, especially the business conmmunity.

Your Excell ency,

4. Qur relations have al ways been based on the strict



adherence to the principles of respect for nationa
sovereignty, territorial integrity, non-interference in the
internal affairs and the rejection of the use of force in
the settlenment of disputes. Qur policy of non-alignment has
rei nforced the foundation of our relations.

5. Mal aysia and Yugosl avia are both nmenbers of the
Non- Al i gned Movenent. W share simlar hopes and
aspirations for a free, peaceful and progressive world
society that is not allied to any power blocs. W are both
conmitted to the uphol ding of world peace, justice and
cooperation, the elimnation of apartheid, and all forns of
foreign domnation. In the past two decades, the
Non- Al i gned Movenent has played an influential role in
international affairs and has taken a nunber of inportant
initiatives in the econonmic field with the ultinmate

obj ective of bringing about a nore just and equitable New

I nternational Economc Order. Ml aysia is, however,
concerned that lately the Movenent has shown a tendency to
nmove towards radicalismand covert alignment. This has been
one of our main concerns at the last Non-Aligned Sunmt in
New Del hi. | amglad that our two countries share the sane
concern and have voiced our strong desire to see the
Moverent brought back on to its original objectives and
princi pl es.

6. Malaysia is confident that Yugoslavia, as one of the

nost respected foundi ng menbers of the Non-Aligned Myvenent,
will do her utnpst to ensure that the original guiding
principles of the Movement shall remain. It is only by
pursuing a truly non-aligned course can the credibility of

t he Movenent be maintained. The positive role played by
Yugosl avi a, especially by the late President Tito, towards

t he progress, devel opment, and unity of the Movenent will

al ways be acknow edged and cheri shed by all menber

countri es.

Your Excel |l ency,

7. The situation in Kanpuchea, where foreign troops

continue to occupy the country, remains a matter of great
concern to Mal aysia and her ASEAN partners. In this regard
we are mndful of the enduring support of Your Excellency's
CGovernment in our quest to achieve a political settlenment to
the problem W are appreciative of the endorsenent of the
Yugosl av Government of the Coalition Governnent of
Denocrati ¢ Kanpuchea under the Presidency of H s Hi ghness
Prince Norodom Si hanouk. The need for a secure and
guar ant eed peace in Sout heast Asia beconmes all the nore

i nperative because of the intensification of mlitary action
| ately. The national sovereignty and territorial integrity
of Kampuchea has been violated with inmpunity resulting in a
threat to peace and stability of our region

8. As Your Excellency is aware Ml aysia has given priority
to regional cooperation as nmanifested by our nenbership in
ASEAN. Wthin the anbit of Asean cooperation, Ml aysia has
proposed the establishnment of a Zone of Peace, Freedom and



Neutrality or ZOPFAN i n Sout heast Asia, free fromany form
or manner of external interference. Ml aysia's proposal of
ZOPFAN, is simlar to your Government's role in urging the
i npl enentati on of the conclusions in the Final Docunent of
t he Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe and

| asti ng peace and security in the world.

9. Mal aysi a shares Yugosl avia's concern over the question

of increased armanents in Europe that not only poses a
danger to peace and security to the continent but also to
the world. Wile enormous anounts of noney and resources

are channell ed towards the devel opment and production of
bot h conventional and nucl ear weapons, poverty and hunger
still afflict hundreds of mllions of the world's

popul ation. Al states should renew their conmtnent towards
a conprehensive progranmme of general disarmanent.

10. Concerned as we are with issues directly affecting our
regi ons, Malaysia has not and will not remain apathetic to
threats to worl d peace emanating fromother parts of the
worl d. The plight of the Pal estinian people cones

i mediately to mnd. Long since uprooted fromtheir own
honel and, the Pal estini an peopl e have experienced untold
sufferings and incal cul abl e hardshi ps for some 40 years.

But that has not deterred them from pursuing their struggle
to recover their just and legitimate rights so that they may
have a honme they can call their own. Malaysia will continue
to support the Pal estinian people for we believe no people
must allow their sovereignty, their honour and their basic
rights to be tranpled upon.

11. The situation in Afghani stan too remai ns unchanged.

Af ghani stan, a small non-aligned Islamc country, is being
continuously subjected to foreign mlitary occupation and
aggression, in flagrant violation of the United Nations
Charter and Resolutions as well as those of the Non-Aligned
Moverrent. W condemn the occupati on of Afghani stan and call
upon the international comunity and the UN to continue to
exert serious efforts to obtain the withdrawal of foreign
troops from Af ghani stan and for the Afghan people to regain
their independence and sovereignty free fromforeign
interference and coercion. In this regard we support al
efforts, especially that of the United Nations
Secretary-CGeneral, to achieve a political solution based on
the principles contained in the United Nations Resol ution on
Af ghani st an

12. The continuing war between Iran and lraq, two nmenbers
of the Non-Aligned Movenent, causes profound anguish to the
Moverent. The conflict has serious and w der inplications
including that of foreign intervention. Malaysia wll
continue to support efforts to bring peace to that region
and will play an active role in this regard.

13. Another area of concern to ny Government is Antarctica.
It is my Government's view that the whole world has a
legitimate right to that continent. Its |ocation, vastness,



fragile eco-system rich marine and possibly mnera
resources have a direct significance for international peace
and security, econony, environnent, scientific research and
so on. These are matters of global interest. In this

regard we are appreciative of Yugoslavia's support on the

i ssue of Antarctica at the Non-Aligned Sunmt and at the UN
I wish to express the hope that as a | eader in the
non-al i gned group of nations, Yugoslavia will play a
positive role in pronoting greater international cooperation
in ensuring that Antarctica is governed and nanaged in the
interest of all Mankind.

14. The econonic recession that is besetting the world
shows no sign of an early recovery. The high interest

rates, the high level of foreign debt coupled with the
difficulty in market access, have all nade it nore difficult
for the devel oping countries to cope with the crisis.
Despite the adverse situation affecting the devel opi ng
countries and the nmonunental tasks ahead, the devel oped
countries continue to adopt econonic and trade policies that
seriously disrupt world economic relations. Mal aysia feels
that the various trade barriers are not only restricting the
flow of trade but are deliberately erected to protect their
own inefficient industries in face of the healthy
conpetition fromthe products of devel opi ng countries.

These steps are contrary to their pronouncenents on free
trade. D stinguished CGuests,

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

15. May | nowinvite you all to join me in a toast to Her
Excel l ency Ml ka Planinc, Prime Mnister of the Sociali st
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, to the Government and peopl e
of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and to the
close and friendly relations between our two countries.
Thank you.
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