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TI ME

Your Excell enci es;
Di sti ngui shed Del egat es;
Ladi es and CGentl| enen.

I must confess ny pleasure at being here in this

enchanti ng Cari bbean paradi se. The Commonweal th has done
well to choose the Bahamas for this conference. On behal f

of the Mal aysi an delegation | would like to thank the
Government of the Bahamas and in particul ar the Honourabl e
the Prime Mnister for the hospitality and courtesy extended
to us.

2. | cannot help but be soothed by the environnent and the
gracious hospitality, despite ny jaundiced view of the
Commonweal t h. However, the agenda that the Comonweal th
Secretary-General has prepared for us, and the internationa
scene forces us to face the realities. And the realities
are quite different fromwhat we see in this paradi se on
earth.

3. | shall try to be brief and to the point. First the
Commonweal th. It is not what it was when it started. It is
no longer a club for nations founded by mgrants from
Europe. It is now a collection of former col oni es who have
been persuaded to join the Commonweal th through oblique
hints that they will benefit fromit. In the event they
have found the Commonwealth failing to live up to the
prom se. If the Commonwealth is to be perpetuated, the
Common weal th nust achi eve tangi bl e and neani ngful results
for its nmenbers. It mnmust give sone substance to the term
"common weal th", particularly for the poorer nenbers.

4. Ml aysia's experience of the Commonweal th has not
endeared the Organisation to it. Indeed the goodw Il that
we had when we first joined it has been worn thin with the
passage of events and tinme. W have not hing agai nst the
majority of the menbers with whom we have good bil atera
rel ati ons, anyway. But | would say that good, bad, or
indifferent, the relations would have been there whether
there is a Conmonweal th or not.

5. The only episode that we appreciate about the
Commonweal th is when it expelled and made a pariah of



South Africa. | shall say a few nore things about that
later, as it is the nost inportant reason, in our view, for
this present neeting of the Conmonweal t h.

6. However, | would like to take this opportunity to talk
about a few of the problens that face the world today,
particularly their effect on devel oping countries |ike

Mal aysi a.

7. The concept of justice and fairplay has changed

consi derably. The nost inportant detern nant of

i nternational behavi our now is strength--econom c strength,
political strength and of course mlitary strength. W see
today powerful countries actually appl audi ng the hi deous
behavi our of countries like Israel. W do not approve of
international terrorismby individuals or organisations,
what ever the reasons. But for any rational admnistration
to approve of terrorismby the Governnents of countries is
to desert conpletely international norality.

8. W see the econom es of poor countries destroyed by the
econom c policies of the rich and the powerful. W see the
influential countries exerting pressure on their client
states to reject legitimate clains such as that on
Antarctica. And, of course, we see powerful nations
physi cal I y occupyi ng nei ghbouring countries in order, they
claim to protect thensel ves.

9. The weak has to neekly submt to all these because they
have no choi ce. @unboat di plomacy is not dead. It has

taken a nore frightening dinension. This is the world that
smal | devel opi ng countries have to struggle in, to survive.
They can cone together, to seek security in nunbers. But
the cavalier fashion with which even the United Nations has
been di sm ssed by the rich and the powerful has proven the
nai vete of that assunption

10. Malaysia lives by trade. So too do nost of the
devel opi ng countries. W can only produce primary products
whi ch we hope to trade for the manufactured goods we need.
But for the past few years the price of primary products
have plumreted. Nothing fetches a fair price anynore.

I ndeed, frequently the prices are |lower than the cost of
production. Wiy is this so? In the first place devel oped
countries go into conpeting primary products which they
subsi di se and produce in excess. Then they fix the price

t hrough commodity exchanges in their countries with
menbership confined to thenselves. |If their nenbers | ook
i ke | osing noney, then they change the rules. They even
start runmours in order to influence prices. And the western
press aids and abets them

11. But not so the manufactured goods that they market in

t he poor devel opi ng countries. There are no exchanges for
manuf act ured goods. The price is determ ned by the

manuf acturers thensel ves. And whether the raw material
prices go up or down, the price of manufactured goods al ways
go up. And so nore and nore conmodities have to be sold by



poor countries in order to buy |less and | ess manufactured
goods.

12. Some devel oping countries try to industrialise and
export their products. But protectionismin the richest
mar ket s soon put paid to that. Even when they try to go to
ot her devel oping countries, they find that they cannot
conpete against the credit terns and the political and
econom c | everage exerted by the rich devel oped countries.

13. Much of the economc ills of the world today is
man-made. And it is not entirely made in the oil producing
countries. It is the financial m smanagenent of the

devel oped countries, their massive expenditure on arnmns,
their protectionist policies, their wasteful overproduction
of various commodities, their trading practices that has
brought the world to the present econom c depression

14. And as the econom c problens are man-nmade, they will
have to be unmade by man. We know preci sely how t he econony
of the world can be restored but unless and until the
econom c giants of the world are willing to act, nothing
that the devel oping countries can do will be of any avail
The price of oil is |low now and so are the prices of every
commodi ty. But whatever good they may do is negated by the
devel oped countries.

15. And now back to South Africa. There is no Covernnent
like the regime in South Africa. It is a total pariah. It
legalises the norally illegal. Mnority is majority.
Slavery is freedom GChettos are nations. Like Israel, they
respect no international norns. Boundaries are not sacred
to the racists of South Africa.

16. And this white racist reginme survives in this day and
age. And why does it survive? It survives because the
peopl e who are fond of criticising alleged racismin
devel opi ng countries are not prepared to do anythi ng about
the nost blatantly racist regine in the world.

17. Mal aysia does not trade with South Africa. W deprive
oursel ves of substantial revenue by so doing. But those
whose application of sanctions are likely to bring South
Africa to its knees, have any nunber of argunents why they
shoul d not apply sanctions. Restrictions on inports from
poor countries, restrictions which cause real human
sufferings in these small states are alright. But not
sanctions agai nst South Africa. The bl acks woul d suffer.
That is the excuse.

18. The fact is that the blacks are already suffering.

Cures are always painful. As a doctor | should know. But

to perpetuate sufferings is a poor alternative to the
tenmporary pain of a cure. If sanctions can help destroy a
despicable policy |ike apartheid, then sanctions mnmust be
applied and they nust be applied by those who can hurt nost;
by the countries with the biggest econonmic clout. Failure



to do so woul d nmean hypocrisy on the part of these
countries. And that will rub off on the Commonwealth.

19. Finally, a word about Namibia. It is bad enough for a
despicable regine like that of South Africa to remain
trustee of this unfortunate country, but now the Nani bi ans
are being punished for an alleged crinme conmmtted by anot her
country. Wiy shoul d Nam bia remain subjugated sinply
because Cuban troops are in Angol a?

20. These are sone of the problens that face the world
today. If the Comonweal th conference is not going to be a
respite for us fromthe problens at honme, it will have to do
somet hi ng about these problens. It should at |east agree on
what coul d be done about South Africa. It should help
positively to restore the econony of the world. It should
attenpt to renove all kinds of racial and col our

di scrim nations.

21. If the Commonweal th refuses to do sonething definite,
then the club should cease to pretend. It should adnmit that
it really cannot contribute towards sol ving the probl ens
faced by its nmenbers, if not the world. Then we can rel ax
and enj oy our get together.
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