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Your Excellency Poul Schluter,
Prime M nister of Dennark;

Di sti ngui shed CGuests;

Ladi es and Gentl emen.

I would like, at the outset, to extend the sincere

t hanks of the Mal aysi an del egation to the Governnent and
peopl e of Denmark for the very warm and generous hospitality
extended to us since our arrival in your charmng capita
city. I would also like to extend my gratitude for the
generous remarks you have just made.

2. Rel ations between Ml aysia and Denmark have been cl ose
and cordial. There exist an inherent goodwi ||l on both sides
and our Covernnents have rightly seized the opportunity to
forge a nutually beneficial relationship. Indeed, Denmark
is acountry famliar to many Ml aysi ans, since severa

wel | - known Dani sh busi ness houses have been established in
Mal aysia for a long time. The

cl oseness between our two countries may also be attributed
to a certain simlarity that exists between us. | am

rem nded especially of your geographic and strategic
situation which has played a predom nant role in your
country 's perception of the international situation and
whi ch has gui ded your policies and positions on specific
worl d issues.

3. I ndeed our discussions today were based on our

respecti ve perceptions of international issues and given the
fact that Malaysia too is situated in another strategic area
of the gl obe, not surprisingly our views coincide on the
nost out standi ng probl ens that plague the world arena. The
di scussi ons have been nore than fruitful and judging from
the conmonal ity of our postions on issues of comon concern
| have no doubt that ny visit will help further the cause

of Mal aysi a- Denmark rel ati ons.

4. A matter of particular satisfaction to ny Government,

Your Excellency, is Denmark's consistently positive attitude
towards the devel oping countries, like Malaysia. In this
regard, the initiative undertaken by sone Danish citizens to
est abl i sh an ASEAN Busi ness Cl ub here in Copenhagen in 1982
with the express intention of forging close business |inks



with the ASEAN nmenber countries is indeed a commendabl e nove
for it provides yet another avenue to foster and pursue
Mal aysia's interest in Denmark and vice-versa.

5. It is not surprising therefore that the enphasis in our
relations with Denmark has been in the spheres of trade and
econom ¢ cooperation. Denmark remai ns Mal aysia's second

| argest trading partner anong the Nordic countries. In 1982
and 1983 total trade between our two countries anmounted to
Mp172.6 million and MB119.1 mllion respectively. For the
first ten nonths of 1984, total trade registered was Mp132. 6
mllion. It would be noted that there appears to be a
fluctuating trend in our bilateral trade. Wth the

fostering of increased bilateral relations between our two
countries, | amconfident that a nore bal anced trade will be
cone established, one that should show an ever increasing
trend.

6. In ny viewa lot nore can be achieved in increasing the
exi sting bilateral trade between our countries. Denmark
with a total population of 5.2 mlion is arguably a smal
market in terns of size. But we Ml aysi ans are cogni sant of
the fact that small though your narket may be, the Danish
peopl e are sophisticated high i ncome purchasers.
Furthernore, your geographic |ocation in Northern Europe
makes Denmark a natural centre into the Nordic countries of
some 23 mllion high income people from Continental Europe.
It is therefore, pertinent for our respective entrepreneurs
and investors to consider these facts carefully for herein
lies the key to furthering the existing bonds of friendship
and cooperation for our nutual benefit.

7. In the spectrum of investnents, towards the end of 1984

a total of 18 projects with Danish participation have been
approved and out of these 12 conpanies are currently already
in production. I am happy to note that Dani sh investnment in
Mal aysi a has increased significantly in the last few years,
to about Mb70.8 million in 1983. The figures do not bear

out the real potential in the field of investnment, but
nevert hel ess we hope that there will be nore Dani sh
participation and investnment in Malaysia in future. W, on
our part, have sought to achieve this through regiona

sem nars on investment opportunities in Ml aysia that were
hel d here in Copenhagen and al so in Aarhus in collaboration
with the Confederation of Danish Industries. | nust add

t hat Mal aysi a woul d wel come Dani sh i nvestnments coupled with
some transfer of technology particularly those pertaining to
hi gh technol ogy industries for which Denmark is

i nternationally reowned.

Your Excel |l ency,

8. In the area of international issues, there exists a

remar kabl e coi nci dence of views between our two nations.

had referred earlier to Denmark's strategic |ocation and the
effects that has on your perception of the world situation
Preci sel y because of your situation, the question of



detente, security and east-west relations remain najor
priority itenms in your foreign policy options. Denmark was
one of the early exponents of a European Security Conference
and your Governnent played an active and constructive role
in the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe.

Your participation, albeit as an observer, at the current
negoti ati ons on Mutual and Bal anced Forces Reducati on ( MBFR)
speaks of your commitnment to disarmanent as an indi spensabl e
prerequisite to a durable world peace.

9. Malaysia fully endorses the Dani sh position on

di sarmanent. As a nation that is still striving for growh
and devel oprment for its people, we find it disheartening to
Wi tness the vast suns of noney spent on devel opi ng nore and
nore | ethal weapons. If we, the peacel oving nations of the
world, do not voice our fears and do not take constructive
nmeasures to halt this blind race towards a nucl ear

cat astrophe, we would be guilty of failing in our duty to
future generations. It is in this context that Ml aysia

wel cones the resunption of the Geneva Tal ks on Strategic
Arms Reductions, for herein lies that little ray of hope
which may bring into fruition a conplete and conprehensive
di sar manent .

10. Unfortunately, it is not just the danger of the
devel opnent and depl oynent of nucl ear weapons al one t hat
pl agues us all. The prevailing international situation
continues to be wought with conflicts and contentious

i ssues.

11. The situation in Kanpuchea is a cause of serious
concern. The i ndependence, hopes and aspirations of the
Kanpuchean peopl e have been denied to themw th scant regard
for the principles enshrined in the United Nations Charter
No responsi ble and right-m nded nation can stand idly by to
Wi t ness and accept this gross violation by brute mlitary
force of a country and the rights of the people. Ml aysia
is deeply concerned for the welfare of and future of the
Kanpuchean people and will continue its untiring efforts to
find an durable political solution so that the Kanpuchean
peopl e may once again be free. In this regard, Malaysia in
particular, as well as the other ASEAN nenber states are
appreci ative of the very positive role played by Denmark at
the UN and other international fora towards the solution of
t he Kanpuchean problem Let nme express the hope that with
the constructive and positive role of our friends we may yet
find an acceptable political solution to the Kanpuchean
problemw thin the provisions of the relevant resol utions of
the UN and the International Conference on Kanpuchea.

12. The problemin the Mddle East and the future of the
Pal estinian people remain as intractable as ever. For sone
40 years the Pal estinian people have been allowed to suffer
the indignity and the ravages of war. It is manifestly
clear that we have the responsibility to assist in the
search for a solution to the Mddle East crisis so that the
Pal estinians may regain their legitimte honel and. | ndeed



self-determ nation for the Palestinians is the crux of the
i ssues at hand.

Your Excel |l ency,

13. Another area of concern to Malaysia is the question of
Antarctica. It is the |last unsettled frontier in the world
and it remains our view that all Mankind has a legitimte
interest in the continent. Antarctica should not be the
excl usive preserve of only a few nations. Ml aysia is ready
to cooperate with the nenber states of the Antarctica Treaty
with a viewto finding an acceptabl e system wherein al

nati ons may cooperate to preserve that vast cold continent
and sustain its environnment until such tinme when
exploitation of its resources can be done w thout pollution
and damagi ng the ecol ogi cal system

Your Excel |l ency,

14. Al'l ow ne once again to say how appreciative ny

del egation and | are for this opportunity to visit your

pi ctur esque country and the hospitality extended to us.

15. May | now request you, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and
Gentlenmen, to rise and join ne in a toast to the good health
of Hi s Excellency Poul Schluter, Prime Mnister of Denmark
and to the further strengthening and consolidation of the

cl oser rel ations between Ml aysi a and Dennark



	THE DINNER GIVEN BY HIS EXCELLENCY POUL SCHLUTER, PRIME MINISTER OF DENMARK (25/04/1985)

