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TI ME

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

My speech is entitled: Holier Than Thou -- a MId

Critique. It springs fromthe need for a | eader fromthe
Third Wrld to say a few words about the First Wrld, sonme
of whose | eaders and many of whose commentators and anal ysts
continue to be patronising and unduly critical of us in the
devel oping world. Fromtheir high pulpits they sernonise.
Fromtheir confortable arnchairs they preach. And in the
colums of their newspapers and in the pages of their books
they lecture, expound, declaimon all that is wong with the
Third Worl d.

2. In ny address I will nore than inply that those who

are wi thout sin should cast

the stones, that those who live in glass houses shoul d
ponder the state of their walls before they venture forth.
Those who hurl abuse at the Third Wirld ought to nmake sure
that they speak fromprem ses that are fair, assunptions
that are correct, know edge that is grounded in fact,
understanding that is not steeped in ignorance and

arr ogance.

3. Jean Paul Satre wote in 1961: "Not so |ong ago, the
earth nunbered two thousand mllion inhabitants: five
hundred mllion nen and one thousand five hundred mllion
natives. The forner had the Wrd: the others had to use it.
The European elite undertook to nanufacture a native elite.
They picked out prom sing adol escents: they branded them as
with a red-hot iron, with the principles of western culture.
After a short stay in the "nother country" they were sent
hone, whitewashed. These wal king lies had nothing left to
say to their brothers; they only echoed. From Paris, from
London, from Amsterdamwe would utter the words... and

some where in Africa or Asia lips would open. It was the
"gol den age".

4. He continued: "It canme to an end; the nouths opened by
t hensel ves; the yell ow and bl ack voices still spoke of our
humani sm but only to reproach us w thout inhumanity. W
listened without displeasure to these polite statenments of
resentnment, at first with proud amazenment. What? They are
able to talk by thensel ves? Just | ook at what we have nade
of them W did not doubt but that they would accept our



ideals...." Jean Paul Satre exaggerated. But by how nuch?
The worl d that he tal ked of was the world of Western

dom nation, then of decol onisation, of the previous hundred
years and of the first quarter century after the Second
World War, which w tnessed the greatest period of |iberation
in the history of the world. | do believe that we have now
seen the second great wave of decol onisation, nmental and
psychol ogi cal decol oni sation, when the Third Wrld has

al ready begun to think not only for itself, but also to
evolve its own systens, and its own val ues, drawn fromthe
wi sdom of both east and west, fromdeep within its

i ndi genous soul as well as the external intrusions.

5. | hope that the second wave is reflected in this

speech, a speech | have been advised not to deliver, for
fear of the international press, for fear of the

i nternational trade union novenent, for fear of the strength
of the strong in today's comonweal th of nations. What |

say will, | fear, be distorted, taken out of context,
m squoted and miscontrued. | will please neither the R ght
nor the Left. I will please neither friend nor foe. | wll

not please the First world, certainly. And I wll not
pl ease even the Third Worl d.

6. So why do | enter the lion's den? Wiy do | deliver

this speech that is so unpalatable. | believe I nust

because it is tine for the First World to cone to ternms with
the new Third Wrld - sonething it cannot do from hi gh anong
the clouds. For ne it is part of the breaking of the chains
of steel that cabin the m nds of nost Third Wrl ders and
that crib our character and our faith in ourselves.

believe that this Oxford University is a good place for the
exchange of sone hone truths.

7. Let nme make certain things clear fromthe start. Let

me make plain the point of departure, the context in which
nmy remarks are set. Let me stress that | am no apol ogi st
for the Third Wrld, of which nmy country is a nmenber. |
make no defence of the obscenities that take place in many
devel opi ng countries, the failure of many of their
governments, the profound weaknesses of many of their
societies. | amno admrer of the Second Wrld. | am deeply
conmitted to the free enterpri se systemas a neans for
uplifting the multitudes fromthe indecency of poverty. And
| fully believe that the West has given nmuch to this planet
internms of political culture, in ternms of the techniques of
production, in terns of civilising values whose rel evance
and i nmportance will conquer nmuch that lies in their path.

8. No critique of the West should start w thout such an
acknow edgenent. But there is nuch that the West will try
to give to us that is not altogether relevant, that is
inferior. There is also nuch that the West can learn from
the political culture of others, fromthe techni ques of
producti on of other societies and fromthe civilising val ues
of the East and the Third Wrld.



Ladi es and CGentl enen,

9. In 1978 there appeared a book of outstanding
acconpl i shment, witten by Edward W Said call ed
"Orientalism'. It was a work which anal ysed the ways in

whi ch the West discovered, ivented and sought to control the
East. "Orientalism, Said argues, is, anong other things,

a style of Western thought and a body of Western belief,
conventional w sdom and prejudice contributed to by innuner
abl e Western poets, novelists, statesnen, phil osophers,

adm nistrators, political theorists, econom sts, social
scientists and intellectuals in general over the ages to the
present day.

10. Central to Orientalismis the idea of European identity
as a superior one in conmparison with all the non-European
peopl es and cultures. Let one Mal aysian now nount a mi nor
assault against this bastion of conventional assunption, a
conventional assunption that is the nore pernicious because
it is an assunption that is still dom nant in many countries
of the Third World itself.

11. The Oientalismthat Dr. Said so neticul ously
chronicled in his book consisted of the sin of half truth
added to half truth, msperception heaped on m sperception
to yield in sone instances total untruth and conplete

m sperception. There are elenents of this in the Neo
Oientalismof our tinmes about the Third Wrld. You all nust
know, of cource, of the Third World that is generally a

pl ace of teeming mllions, of mass poverty, of ranpant
corruption, of totalitarianism arbitrary rule,

aut horitarianism of anti-denocratic regi nes, of |eadership
by the few over the many, of oppressive exploitation, of
chronic instability, of ethical degradation and nora
decadence?

12. But do you know that there are nore Wiites than Bl acks
in the Third Wrld? Rich people are never called "teem ng
masses” of course; there are in fact nore people per square
foot in New York's Park Avenue or sonme of Paris' choice

pl aces of residence than in the slunms of Calcutta. There
apparently are no "teeming mllions" in Japan although Japan
has nore people per square mle than does India, with al

its "teeming mllions". Many countries in the Third Wrld
have hi gher per capita incomes than Britain or the United
States. There are increasingly |arge nunbers of citizens of
the Third Wrld who see nore and nore countries of the First
Wrld as the residence of ethical degradation and nora
decadence

13. When | think of some of the present conventiona

wi sdons about the Third Wrld, | amrem nded of what Lord
Croner said of the Oiental and of the Oiental mnd. In
the thirty-fourth chapter of his two-volunme tome which sets
out the majestic record of his awesone experience and

magi steri al achievenents, entitled "Mdern Egypt", Lord
Cromer quotes Sir Alfred Lyall as having told himonce that



"Accuracy is abhorrent to the Oriental mnd. Every
Angl o- I ndi an shoul d al ways renenber that maxim?"

14. Croner concurs. He says: "Want of accuracy, which
easily degenerates into untruthfulness, is in fact the main
characteristic of the Oriental mnd." So please bear this
in mnd, |adies and gentlenen, as you listen to ne.

15. In stark contrast, Lord Croner says: "The European is

a close reasoner; his statenents of fact are devoid of any
anbiguity; he is a natural |ogician, albeit he may not have
studied logic; he is by nature sceptical and requires proof
bef ore he can accept the truth of any propostion; his
trained intelligence works |ike a piece of nechanisnf
Admittedly this remarkabl e piece of wisdomis fromthe good
old days and is fashionably discredited by the Wst now

But it still influences and afflicts the Western m nd

16. Let me interject that we in the col onised world were

i ndeed fortunate that not nore Europeans studied | ogic.
VWhat woul d the world have been had all Europeans gone to
Oxford to study logic! Let us savour nore of the w sdom of
Lord Cromer, of whom Bal four said: "Everything he has
touched he has succeeded in". Cromer, who energed as the
par amount consul -general of the British Enpire of his tine,
continues: "The mind of the Oiental, on the other hand,
like his picturesque streets, is emnently wanting in
symmetry. Hi s reasoning is of the nost slipshod description
Al t hough the ancient Arabs acquired in a somewhat higher
degree the science of dialetics, their descendents are
singularly deficient in the |logical faculty. They are often
i ncapabl e of drawi ng the nost obvi ous concl usions from any
sinple prem ses of which they may adnmit the truth.
Endeavour to elicit a plain statenent of facts from any
ordi nary Egyptian. His explanation will generally be

| engthy, and wanting in lucidity. He will probably
contradict hinself half-a-dozen tines before he has
finished his story. He will often break down under the

m | dest process of cross-exam nation.™”

17. | quoted Lord Croner at sonme length so that you will
understand why ny reasoning will be of the nost "slipshod
description", why my explanations will "generally be |engthy

and wanting in lucidity", why I will contradict nyself

hal f - a-dozen tines before I amthrough and why I will break
down under the m | dest cross-exam nation. My sinple
proposition to you is that the noral voice of the West, the
legitimacy of its preachings, would be of a different order
if it were not guilty of many of the crinmes and many of

the vices for which it has |ashed and will continue to
berate the devel opi ng societies of the Third Wrl d.

18. For exanple, the Third Wrld is constantly being
criticised for their systenms of inequality, for their unfair
distribution of wealth, for the non-egalitarian character of
their states. | concede that many are guilty on all counts.
But is the West quite as innocent of these charges as it



makes out to be? Let nme take the exanple of the United
States, a proud country which has many things to be proud
about .

19. In the United States, one estinmate is that one fifth of
one percent of the Anmerican popul ati on own al nost 60 per
cent of the wealth of America. The super-rich, |ess that
two per cent, own 80 per cent of all stock, 100 percent of
all state and nunicipal bonds and 88 percent of corporate
bonds. In the United States there are sone sixty
billionaires and nore than 100,000 millionaires. Two
hundred conpani es account for sonme 80 percent of al
resources used in manufacturing. If you will allow ne to
guot e Newsweek, not one of ny favourite magazine, "the top
20 percent of Americans owns 80 percent of all that can be
privately owned in the United States and the bottom 25
percent owns nothing (many of them in fact, have debts that
exceed their assets).” It is true that many Americans own
shares. But the many own very few and the very few own a
great nany.

20. If there is constant talk that in Third World countries
a few famlies corner nassive wealth, and massive politica
power, something that is of course unjust, let us not forget
that the DuPont famly in Anerica controls eight of the
forty | argest defence contractors and grossed over US$15
billion in defence contracts during the Vietnam War. The
DuPonts are said to control ten billion-dollar corporations
i ncludi ng General Mdtors, Coca Cola, Boeing and United
Brands. Over a million Anericans work for the DuPonts, who
are said to be the biggest contributors to Republican
presidential canpaigns.

21. Even nore powerful than the DuPonts are the

Rockefell ers. They are said to control five of the twelve

| argest oil conpanies and four of the |argest banks in the
world. At one tine or another the Rockefellers or their

cl ose associ ates have occupi ed the offices of the President,
Vi ce-President, Secretaries of State, Commerce, Defence and
many ot her cabi net posts, the Federal Reserve Board, the
governorship of several states, key positions in the C A,
the U S. Senate and the House of Representatives.

22. | do not agree with the Marxi sts who believe that

bour geoi s denocracies are nerely systens in which parties
and parliaments provide canouflage for capitalist rule. But
just as it can be no surprise that trade often follows the
flag it can be no surprise if political power often foll ows
economi ¢ weal th.

23. How about the poverty and the incone gap that we hear

so nuch about in the preachings of those who are holier than
thou? The University of California conpleted a study in

1975 whi ch showed that one million Anerican babies and young
children were suffering frombrain damage from mal nutrition
arising out of extrene poverty. Black Americans, who only
form 13 percent of the US popul ati on nake up sone 40 percent



of those below the officially designated poverty line. To
guot e Newsweek again, in 1977 the richest 10 per cent of
Ameri can househol ds received 26.1 per cent of total American
i ncome while the poorest 10 per cent received only 1.7 per
cent. Lest the British say "we are different,” let ne just
add that in the UK the bottom 10 percent earn 2.1 percent
of total income, while the top 10 percent earn sone 25 per-
cent of all inconme. In the United States, Bl acks generally
earned 69 percent as much as Wites; wonmen who worked ful
time earned only 56 percent as nmuch as nmen. In a |land of

pl enty, alnost one out of every ten Wites and nearly one
out of every three Bl acks, Puerto Ri cans and Chicanos |ived
bel ow t he poverty Iine.

24. To be sure, poverty and income gaps in nost devel opi ng
countries are generally a great sight worse, but the top ten
percent of all US househol ds received 15 times as much

i ncome as the bottom 10 percent. Lest other states in the
First Wrld | ook askance at the American situation, the
ratio for Japan was 10, the ratio for West CGermany 11. And

t he honour for the highest degree of inequality anong the

i ndustrialised countries went to France.

25. The question that | would like to ask is what are you
doi ng for your poor? Wiy are you spending so nmuch on
prestigi ous projects and weapons?

26. Let nme now turn to the hallowed ideal of equality under
the law, and the rule of law, principles that rightly are
hal | owed and that are violated in many Third Wrld
countries. Let ne ask of the First Wrld, how often is
crinme defined, in a continuous fit of absent-m ndedness, as
somet hi ng whi ch the have-nots conmt against the haves? In
how many countries is |egal service something which best
serves those who can best pay for it? Wio gave preventive
detention to the Third Wrl d? And how nmany of the civilised
countries of the Wst would introduce it if the conditions
demanded it? |Is there preventive detention in Northern
Ireland? And |l et us not forget that twice, in tw Wrld
Wars, the British (in my view, justifiably) suspended
general el ections.

27. \What happened to N xon and his band of nerry nen?

Resi gnati on was enough puni shment for the | eader. Herbert

Kal mbach, Jeb Magruder and John Dean were handed sentences
of between four to six nonths. Richard Kl eindienst, once
Attorney CGeneral, the highest legal officer in the |land, who
was guilty of perjury before a Senate conmittee was given a
thirty-day suspended sentence and a $100 fine. And a
commendati on for distinguished service froman Anerican
court. By and large the high and the mighty are spared.

28. Having caused so nmuch offense thus far, let ne nowtilt
at the towering windmll of the Western nedi a whose power
over the minds of the entire world is so massive and so
utterly pervasive. As a Third Worlder | ask: Wiy nust this
entire planet be seen fromthe Western, Orientalist



per spective? Wiy nmust the Third Wrld be judged day in and
day out only according to the self-righteous values of the
West and its nedia? Wiy nust so nuch sheer arrogance and
sheer ignorance weak so nmuch havoc on the Third Wrld? Is
Freedom of the Press, a value which I have been taught to
treasure, nothing nore than the right of a few editors and
a few owners to censor and to decide what we all should
read, listen to and watch?

29. Let me turn your mind to the bastion of the Freedom of
the Press, the United States. | have read in a book
published in 1977 -- no doubt it is an exaggeration --

that five New York banks own controlling shares in
Anerica's three national television and radi o networks: NBC,
CBS adn ABC. | have also read -- and no doubt this too is
an exaggeration -- that the magnificent five are also

power ful sharehol ders of the New York Tines, Tine, Colunbia
Pictures and Twentieth Century Fox. In 1972, only four
percent of Anerican cities had conpeting newspapers under
separate ownership. The trend is ever downward.

30. Another writer, this tine witing in 1983, argued that
twenty Anmerican corporations control nore than half the 61
mllion daily newspapers sold every day; twenty corporations
control nore than half the revenues of the country's 11, 000
magazi nes; three corporations control nost of the revenues
and audience in television; ten corporations in radio;

el even corporations in all kinds of books; and four
corporations in notion pictures. In this no doubt jaundiced
view, fifty Anericans control nore than half the information
and ideas that reach 220 million of their countrynmen. It

has been argued, no doubt wongly, that the primary function
of the nedia is to make noney for their owners.

31. One nmust of course never forget the thousands of

prof essional s who actually do the editorial work. To

forget and insult themis to risk the gravest consequences.
They are the men who vet, headline and determne the slant.
They can literally nake or break people and organi sations.
I ndeed whol e Governnents can be brought to their knees by

t he peopl e who determ ne what and how events shoul d be
presented in the media. Incur their wath and you will pay
a very high price indeed

32. Wy, one wonders, did it take a year and a half for the
My Lai nmassacre story to see the |light of day? Could it

have anything to do with the fact that two wire services,
several Anerican magazi nes and news weeklies, one TV network
and several nmjor newspapers in Boston and New York turned
down and sinply were not interested in the dull story of how
hundreds of defencel ess old nen, wonen and children were
slaughtered in a village in Vietnan? | shall not tell you
about the objective views of the Western nedi a on the Arabs
since we all know that they consider themas a bunch of
shiftless and untrustworthy mal contents.

33. Having offended the Right, let ne nowturn to of fendi ng



the Left and maki ng sone remarks about Freedom Persona
freedomis of course a value of all peoples, Brown, Black
and Blue. As soneone who struggl ed against the British, as
someone who spent many years in the political wlderness,
need no |l ecture on freedom Many col oni al peopl es need no

| esson fromour former oppressors. But it surely ought not
to come as a surprise to you that there are hundreds of
mllions, indeed billions, who believe that an Econonmic Bil
of Rights is even nore inportant that a Political Bill of
Rights. It ought not to cone as a surprise to anyone t hat
to those who hear the grows in their stomach and who fee

i nsecure, prosperity, devel opnment and order cone before
being able to go to the polling booth every few years,
witing letters to newspaper editors, raising voices in the
air and assenbling under the trees, newsworthy attractive
t hough sone of these things are.

34. Let ne also say that freedom from oppression is nore
than freedomfromthe tyranny of the governnent; it nust

al so mean freedomfromthe tyranny of particul ar interest
groups and novenents, and sonetinmes the tyranny of the
mnority. Governments need to be checked and put in their

pl ace. Power cannot but have a corrupting tendency. But
Governments cannot contribute when they are cowed and
intimdated. In how many countries in the West are
governments cowed by the power of the mlitary-industrial
conplex, in timdated by the big noney nmen, browbeaten by
trade union | eaders, harrassed and terrorised by the Press -
so intimdated in fact that they are deflected from doi ng
what is necessary and what is just. After 1933, the mpjority
of the governments of Western Europe knew that war was on
the horizon. Why did they not re-arm thus possibly
preventing a mad man from bringing untold msery to the
wor | d? They were defeated by public opinion |argely
preformed by the nmedia and the know edge that the steps that
wer e necessary woul d not be approved by their electorates.

35. Let me nowturn to the really big one: the constant
criticismthat the Third Wrld does not practice denocracy
and the constant pressure for all of us to adopt the system
of "participatory denocracy." Let me state quite
categorically that I amin favour of denocracy, of
governnment of the people, by the eople, for the people. At
the sane tine, | believe that in practice, each nation nust
seek its own path to denocracy. Neither the British form of
denocracy nor the Anmerican form of denocracy - two

distinct and different fornms of denocracy - can be exported
whol e and installed, ready made, in a very |arge nunber of
countries. What a hue and cry there would be in Britain
were the Anericans to force their particular brand down
British throats. What a big shake-out and a big shoo-in

at the top of the civil service every tine a new President
is elected? Judges to be chosen by the peopl e? Non-nenbers
of the Commons to be chosen as Mnisters of the Crown? A

cl ear division of powers between the Executive and the
Legi sl ature? An end to party discipline? Heavens.



36. Harvey Wheeler, in his book, The Rise and Fall of

Li beral Denocracy, published by the American Centre for
the Study of Denocratic Institutions, wote: "During the
ni neteenth century, America nade a great comiitment to a
speci al, and indeed historically unique, formof denocracy.
It backed its ganble with sonme of the nost indigenous
governnmental and political institutions known to history.
Today, these institutions of populismand progression have
been all but dismantled. They appear enbarrassingly
Victorian in retrospect |ike those nmonunents of Victorian
architecture we are now busily tearing down.

37. "However, it is harder to elimnate beliefs and
institutions than buildings. W still carry the
participational conmitnment in tw ways. First, a few of the
institutional arrangenents we developed to facilitate
denocratic participation are still with us, though often
atrophied or nodified. The direct primary (election) is the
nost prom nent exanpl e.

38. "Second, and nore inportant is the fact that even

t hough in one part of our minds we realise that our

partici pational experinment has failed, and even though we
sonetines ridicule it, nonetheless as a nation we still hold
toit, myth though it is.

39. "Participational denmocracy is the only really

di stinctive contribution Arerica has made to politics and we
seemfearful of admtting its failure. Wien we state the
basi s of our opposition to Communism it is that Conmmuni sm
does not provide for denocracy as we have understood it,

and therefore is not a "true" denocracy.

40. "But the denocracy we foist on others is one we

oursel ves no | onger have. Despite our inner know edge that
our own participational forns no | onger work, we continue
to base our cold war on the claimthat the non-Wstern
Worl d shoul d adopt these forms forthwi th, and when we | ook
at the political systens of the newer denocracies in the
under devel oped areas of the world, one of our chief
criticisms is that they are not sufficiently participationa
as in our special Victorian sense."

41. It may surprise you, but I do believe that Wheeler
overstates. But let us look at voting in the US prinaries,
one of the few remants of what he calls participationa
denocracy. It is by no nmeans unusual to find less that 20
per cent of registered voters turning out to vote. Let us
take the US Presidential elections: This time around, 89
mllion Arericans out of a total voting popul ation of 174
mllion went to the polls, i.e. around 51% a drop from
1980's 53 percent. Qut of the 89 mllion, President Reagan
won 52.6 mllion votes. Since the population of the United
States was 235 million, this nmeans that only 26 per cent of
the American people actually and actively chose M. Reagan
If these figures appear exceedingly low, it should be noted
that voter turnouts for Congress are substantially | ower,



and turnouts for elections at the |ower |level are very much
| ower agai n.

42. To what extent can a governnment be said to be el ected

by the people when so few go to the polls? And what do we
find when we break down the ranks of the electors? In the
1980 presidential election there was a 33 percent difference
bet ween t he percentage of high school certificate holders
and degree holders who voted. In all the Western
denocraci es, the main abstainers are the working cl ass,
which is the way nost Western commentators, with their

| ove for participatory denocracy, prefer it to be.

43. To what extent can governnent be said to be of the
peopl e when the costs of running for office are so high that
it nust be out of reach of the common man? In 1968, it cost
an estimated $100 mllion to elect a President from

begi nning to end. Were Lincoln alive today, he would be in
his log cabin tweedling his thunb.

44. To what extent can governnent be said to be for the
peopl e when wealth and noney are so inmportant and when
pressure groups, which generally cost so nuch noney, play
such an inportant part in the functioning of the nodern
western denocratic political systen? A nost major flaw in
the pluralist denocratic heaven of the West is that the
heavenly chorus sings with a strong upper class accent. The
pressure systemis what determ nes nost political outcones
and the vast majority of the people of the Wstern
denocraci es do not have the nobney to get into the pressure
system The unorgani sed and the di sorgani sed have a say once
every four or five years, and as we have pointed out in many
countries in the West, npbst choose not to have that say.

For the npbst part, in these countries, the bargaining is
between a presidiumof elites.

45. Please allow nme to end by outlining to you one or two

t hought s on good government, good | eadershi p and good
political systens. | do agree that the real virtue of
denocracy lies in the fact that despite its awesone

i nperfections it is generally better than other systens,
whose inperfections are generally even nore awesone. Raynond
Aron is right when he says that it is inpossible to conceive
of a regine that is not oligarchic in the sense that
deci si ons cannot be taken by all but by the few Wat nakes
a denocracy different from other systens of governance is
that in a denocracy the governing oligarchy regards those
whom t hey govern as

their sovereign. It is a singularly inportant difference

46. The type of denocracy that is right for a particular
country depends of course on the particular conditions that
pertain. If in the United States the Republicans and the
Denocrats worked on the basis of strict party discipline as
the parties of Britain do, government would only be able to
function effectively if the man in the White House were to
be of the sane party as the one that has a majority in



Congress. The Anmerican systemonly works, to the extent that
it does, because the Republicans and the Denocrats are not
di sciplined parties in the British sense. On the other

hand, if a British Cabinet were to function in the context
of undisciplined parties, as the American Executive does,
you can i magi ne how much attention will be devoted to
courting every Menber of Parliament and how little attention
will be given to the task of governing. There will be many
nore opportunities for anmbitious nen to apply for the job of
Prime Mnister, as governnments cone and go, although it
woul d be sonmewhat naive to believe there would be a drop in
t he nunber of applicants.

47. The nuch touted two-party systemcan only work if the
adversaries are agreed on the basics and are not poles
apart. Imagi ne the chaos that would result fromthe
vacillation froma ranpantly socialist party to a ranpantly
capitalist party and back again. Imagine the dislocations
that would take place if every four or so years a country
woul d have to veer from being an absolute theocratic state
to one utterly secular. | should also point out to you that
denocracy and authoritarianismmay not only live in peacefu
coexi stence. In fact many authoritarian regi mnes have been

t he expression of the denocratic will, freely exercised.
Many aut horitarian governnments have been el ected by the will
of the people, who want strong, no-nonsense adm nistration

48. The real challenge to all who believe in denocracy is
how t o bal ance between the procedures of denocracy and its
content, between the differing conpeting w shes of the
peopl e, between what the people want and what needs to be
done. The real challenge also lies in preventing the
tyranny of the majority and the tyranny of mnorities. How
are political rights to be bal anced agai nst econonic rights?
How are rights |like personal freedomto be harnonised with
such community rights as order and security? The noral

just and effective way in which these challenges are to be
met must vary according to the givens of the given systens.

49. Ladies and gentlenen, in this world today there are
ultra-stable societies, ultra-unstable societies, and those
soci eties which have been stabilisied in various states of
potential instability. On the criterion of task, there are
al so essentially three types of societies: maintenance-needy
societies in which the main business lies in ensuring

busi ness as usual, reformneedy societies in which there is
a need for reformover a broad front, and revol uti on-needy
states where there is a need for systemtranformati on of the
nost fundanental kind over the nost conprehensive front. To
insist that the requirenents of |eadership within
ultra-stable and ultra-unstable states are the same nust
verge on insanity. To insist that |eadership forms, style
and content in revol ution-needy and mai nt enance- needy states
nmust be identical or even simlar is |udicrous.

50. There is no denying that there are evil nmen and evil
forces in many countries today. But there are many nore



good men grappling with difficult problens in inpossible
situations. It is not becoming of the confortable to
afflict the afflicted, to scorn the efforts of many nmen in
many | ands who are trying their level best, in the best way
that they know how, to pull their people up by their
boot st r aps.

51. Ladies and gentlenen, you have listened patiently to
this lengthy, unlucid, contradictory presentation of views.
I am now ready for your cross-exam nation
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