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.a 'SPEECH BY 

THE PRIME MINISTER 

DATO SERI DR. MAHATHIR BIN MOHAIvIAD 0 p 

AT THE FIRST ASEAN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY WEEK 

AT THE PUTRA :;,'-.;D TRADE CENTRE, KUALA LUMPUR 

ON THIJ:.i1AY, 24TH. APRIL, 1986 

AT 9.00 A.M. 

First of all I would like to express my apprecia~tion to 

:;hc First ASEAN Science and Technology Week Organising 

Committee for inviting me to address this gathering of 

eminent scientists, distinguished ASEAN dignitaries and also 

d:stingulshed representatives of Dialogue Partner Countries, 

? 
La It is gratifying to see the h.i,gh rating that sz?z?? _ 

and technology art! accorded in ASEAN countries. As these 

related areas of knowledge have helped build up the 

economies and standards of living of the develcped 

countries, so will they for the developing ASEAN countries. 

3. It is said that the Pacific will. replace the Atlantic 

region in terms of development and advancement in the Slst. 

century, if not now. Before.we,get carried away by this 
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rosy pr‘ospect, let us examine the tI%e strength and 

,lotential of the different regions of the Pacific. W F_ see 

~;he growth of Japan and the burgeoni-ng economies of Sout?: 

Korea, Taiwan and Hong Kong as undeniable facts that will 
_ 

contribute towards the bright future of the Pacific. But do 

we really have reason to believe that the ASEAN countries 

will contribute their portion. 

4. True the growth of the ASEAN countries in the 60’s and 

70's has been remarkable. But is that growth really 

sustainable? Has it got a sound basis? Already that growth 

has slowed down and we know that it is due to too much 

reliance on primary commodities. Prices of primary 

commodities have slumped and they will never again be what 

they were in the last two decades. Clearly the ASEAN 

nations have structural difficulties in terms of economic 

growth. They have to reexamine themselves and take 

corrective measures if they want to make the Pacific dream 

come true. 

5. What ’ are the weaknesses of the ASEAN countries? 

Certa.inly their poor knowledge and application of Science 

and Technology ’ is one of them. But there are others. 

6. Scale is one of them. In a mass consumption economic 

world, the ASEAN countries can only claim to be members of 

the junior league. We like 'to talk of our 250 million 

population. It sounds like's big market. But we'&e not 



cz,n be consumed 

t!>$il the world 

of substitutes 

thrlat to ASEAN 

&srs 8. fragmented m3,rket. In t or:,: . . 

together Fl? are eq_uivalent to only 75 

or Europeans or Australians. Since we ,i.r2 

not even have the lc-verage of .% 25 millio:! 

Su'ch is the weakness of the fragmen'ccd 

only 3% of NalaysiaPs production of rubi:i-.i-' 

Com5sti&ally. ASEAN needs the world FOTE 

needs us. ” As more research a*nd development 

are done in the developed countries, the 

commodities will continue to increase. 

7 e ASEANvs strength is derived from political 

co.-operation. In this field we dork closely and are quite 

effective. But there is a limit. to politic&l leverage. The 

price of goods are still determined by supplies and demands. 

,C:,?rtels and agreements can work for' a time but not forever. 

The collapse of the Tin Agreement is s very recent reminj,er 

of the facts of =conomic life. 

6. While ASEAN 'is. fragmented economically 

,?.hesd.with'the European Economic Community. 

Europe forged - 

The EEC is not 

T?, complete success but the alresdy powerful purchasing power 

and consequently *economic le\.erage of each Furopean countz>y 

h.zs been tremendously enhanced by the common stand of the 

Community countri&s: In the -face of this, it is naive to 

dream of ASEAN zs a part of a new Pacific economic 

locomotive. 
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, 9ther weaknesses beset .the ASEAN countries 'hl: . :: 

:,i;'flci.ent has been said, I. think, to correct the wrcs 

,'.: idsyective which distort our approach and.,planning. ?%I :T * : 

; . ,cx.n go onto speak about ASEAN science and technology. 

i i _ There is no doubt that 

,;.;ience and technology. We 

scZ.ence,and technology. We 

~;'thout going into any depth . 

there is an indi_genous ASI;: ;.; 

probably never defined them t:.!* 

just devised things that wo:~i; 

the scientific or technological 

vl+'.;is of the, things we devised. But the basis are therj:: 

-- 
.i only needs modern systems and approaches to relate t5-; 

.z't modern science and technology. 
.: In fact if we do we ;I., 

‘: :iiTg to-find ourselves. quite advanced, The only.problem “. 

i;dt our science and technology relate to a way of,lif2 t-t- 

TI / .‘.il. no longer lead. Like it or not, we are now a part of' rI’ 

_) ,-. . ,,3 consympt$on economy of the. world. Therefore, (‘G_ 2 

:‘r: hence and, technology must *bereoriented to this sc,onom.ic ’ 

.‘t , ., 

: t . We cannot go back to inv.ent the .wheel. We have t .-, 

1.%p-fr.og and go straight into more, modern science ari:l 

;. .?.;hnolpgy., Heri we 

-i Intries. The.basics 

. 1 h. technology are 

have to learn from the advancx! 

are easily available butwhen scienc::. 

needed to improve our productiv6x 

: . ‘> Icities, we will need help. This is where for ASEAN, cur 

!;.I.logue partners ;3re most needed. 
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12. :: am glad to say that in most instances this help 1s. 

I :‘.;7::.13 ungrudgiagly . Various proj ects have 'been inlt,.lr~:;~:!. 

,::!$yf= _. new technologies have not only been made available but 

j *. I TiXX?~ instances financed by dialogue partners. .1 _ ‘P 12 EL 

. . .._ 
gr2.SGilce of representntivts -. of ASEAN Dilogue Partners zt 

:,: i, !I. s Conference La further evidence of the interest r.M 

7tll1ngness of the Dialogue Partners in the development'of 

GEAN science arid technology. 
.i : 

:'i 3. Still there has'been much talk about the unwillingness 

of the advanced countries to transfer technology. i&hile 

this may be true in some cases, it is also important to 

cozsider the reidinzss 'of the ASEAN people to accept new 

technology. At the risk of stepping on some toes, I would 
. 

!.ike to say that sometimes WE are neither 

x3r attitudinally prepared to receive the 

n+:ed. 

t ethnology we 

i 4 1 The fact is thstif‘we have some special scientific or _ 

technological knowledge we would dlso ba unwilling to impsrt 

such !tnorrle'c&! to our' potential competitors;. If we 2,re 

going to get any.where in the acquisttion of technology we 

must prepare ourselves f~iig &a ~0 after what we want. 
1 : 

&ginning with the bs.sics that we can acquire fairly easily, 

we have to do our own research and development. 

: 
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15. With a population of merely 25 million by west;lrn 

Lccnomic standards, research <and development in ASEAN cr,nn(:t 

be fragmented into duplicating national cpprcaches, excr=pt 

iahere the finer refinements are involved. Already wi.th th:: 
. . 

cc:,operation of dialogue partners 3, lot of common research is 

done. Indigenous ASSAN science snd technology could :l.c:; 

benefit from a cooperative approach. 

IG, The field of science and technology is vast. No single 

country can afford to go into all. ASEAN will have to 

specialise and find a suitable niche. Even then, there is a 

need for. each ASEAN country to identify what it can 

specialise in from the identified niche. The limited 

resources in men and money of the whole region can then be 

allocated more effectively, 

17. In the meantime, the Malaysian Government has launched 

the Fifth Malaysia Plan which places greater involvement of 

the private sector in R & D activities. The government will 
._ 

introduce tax and other incentives to encourage private 

sector participation. The private sector involvement in R&D 
: ._ 

could be through in-house R & D or research collaboration 

with institutions that exist in the country. The private 

sector may also contribute towards the central R & D fund. 
: 

. :. 

18. Since 1982, the gr,vernment has established a Trust Fund 

for research under the National Council for Scient!.fic 

Research and Development. This fund has been used tc 
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support-research .aetivities in. a' number o.f areas' such ss 
. 

:)ealth, agriculture and ,industry. Since its formation, .tl-ie 

fund has, supported a fair number 'of projects &d thes;~ 

.zctivities shall continue to grow with the support of tht? 
_ 

private sector. 

19. The vulnerability of the Malaysian economy to changes 
,.. 

in external demand for its primary commodities has made us 

realise the need for further diversification into 

manufacturing,.for, ,export: R&D activities therefore has to 

bz directed.towardsLncreasing productlvity"and diversifying 

the industrial 

competitive edge 

Greater emphasis 

processing our 

exports. 

,.... ,” 

base t’o ensure t&t Malaysia has a 

and to enable entry into overseas market. 

will be directed towards k&D activities in 
. . 

primary products 2nd adding value for 
I h, ;. 

; .- 

20. In order to strengthen the'.indigenous techno.logical 
,‘. 

capacity and capability, . serious 'efforts will be- made to 

transfer 
- 

technology from. abroad. In order'. to achieve 

maximum results, Malaysians will' be educationally and 

psychologically prepared to 'receive new technology. This 
)’ 

will be done thlr,ough. a number of activities and policy 
,” 

instruments. . 

21. ,Science,wiPl be demystified by exposing the Malaysian 

men in the street to the scientific basis and explanations 

of everyday happenings. This will be achieved tfiroligh 
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informal exposure to exhibits at. science centres, botanical 
_ - 

and zoological gardens, science-based museums and simple 
1 

planetarium. The exposure will be done asearly in life as 

possible. It is hoped that eventually the Malaysian society 

will consist of large numbers of.people with eriquiring minds 

and a desire to search and research their environment. In 

other words Malaysians will become more scientifically 

inclined. 
.a 

_’ 

22. I believe 8that the rest of ASEAN"also share'some of the 

aspirations of Malaysia. We must promote greater efforts to 

strengthen our,cooperation in science and technology SC 9s 

to minimise cost and share the beriefit. Malaysia will 

Continue to contribute to the development of ASEAN in all 

spheres of comqnon interest, including the field of science 

and technology. I would also like to urge that the dialogue 

partners of ASEAN continue to support the efforts of ASEAN 

to improve its technological capability and to promote the 

growth of scienc,e and technology. In the, past, a'number of 

dialogue countries have made generous, contributions to 

ASEAN. Their generosity will not go unrequited. 

interdependent world. a prosperous ASEAN resulting 

balanced and scientifically 

to contribute more towards 

if it were poverty-stricken. 

23. I V&C?! -kllC? COilfGr~,:lCC p tlla 

based deve.lopment wiil 

In an 

from a 

be able 
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