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TI ME

Yang Ber bahagi a Pengerusi Majlis;

Dif-Di f Kehormat;

Tuan-tuan dan puan- puan,

Saya berasa sukacita kerana dapat hadir nerasm kan

Per si dangan Kebangsaan Pertama | SIS pada hari ini. Saya

j uga genbira bahawa Persi dangan Kebangsaan Pertama ISIS ini
adal ah bert enmakan Kesel amat an Kebangsaan Menyel ur uh

2. Penekanan terhadap kesel amat an nenyel uruh amatl| ah tepat
kerana dal am duni a noden masaki ni khususnya bagi
negar a- negara kecil, pertahanan tidak seharusnya nenj adi
tugas tentera sahaja tetapi sepatutnya dipi kul ol eh kesenmua
agensi Kerajaan dan tidak kurang pentingnya ol eh orang awam
Segal a tanggungj awab dan bebanan yang perlu di pi kul

j anganl ah hendaknya di serahkan bul at- bul at kepada pasukan
kesel amat an, Jenmah Menteri atau jentera pentadbiran
Ker aj aan sahaj a. Sebaliknya, seperti yang tel ah saya

sebut kan di masa-masa yang | epas, pertahanan negara adal ah
menj adi tanggungj awab seti ap war ganegar a.

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

3. Wien we tal k about National Security, the picture that
usual ly cones to mind is that of armed sol di ers manning
border posts or fighting in the jungle. The nore
sophi sti cated and know edgeable will talk of strategies when
confronting the eneny, of arnms and equi prent and of mlitary
st rengt h.

4. But security is not just a matter of mlitary
capability. National security is inseparable frompolitica
stability, econom c success and social harnony. Wthout
these all the guns in the world cannot prevent a country
from bei ng overconme by its enem es, whose anbition can be
fulfilled sometines without firing a single shot. Al they
need really is to subvert the people and set up a puppet
regi ne.

5. In mlitary ternms, apart fromthe communi st guerillas,
we really do not have enemies at the nonent. But we do have
forces or nations which, whether consciously or otherw se,
are underm ning our security. Let us take the econonic
field for a start.



6. Mal aysia has been doing extrenely well economcally,

achi eving growt h of between 6%to 8%yearly. In practica
terns this neans nore noney for nore people all the tine.

It also neans a nore contented people, |ess responsive to
subversion and agitation. They are not likely to cause
security problenms through activities which denmand the tine,
nmoney and attention of |aw enforcenment bodies. They are

al so unlikely to cooperate with foreign Governnents or their
agencies to overthrow their own Governnent and to set up a
puppet regime.

7. But now there is a foreign generated or possibly
foreign engineered recession. It is difficult not to suspect
mani pul ati on by undecl ared enem es. How does the price of
palmoil fall from $1400 ringgit a ton a year ago to $550
ringgit now? Palmoil is the cheapest edible oil in the
world. If it is lowthen the price of its nmain conpetitor
must be reduced by at |east the same margin. Yet we know
that it is inpossible for the production cost of soyabean
for example, to be | owered considering the high | abour cost
and the appreciation of the American dollar against the

Ri nggit.

8. Subsidies may be the reason. It nust be a massive

subsidy if the price is to be so low The humanitarian and
charitable aspect of an aid schene is appreciated. But if

t he producers in Ml aysia are nmade to | ose because of a rich
country's desire to do charity, then in reality it is the
producers of palmoil who are paying for this 'charitable
act'. It is obviously a case of 'robbing Peter to pay

Paul'. One is rem nded of the Arabs having to conpensate

the Jews by giving up Pal esti ne because the Europeans and
Americans feel guilty about the crimes of the Germans.

9. But then it is not only palmoil which has gone down in
price. Every commodity has suffered a serious fall in
price. Wth this the econony of the producers has suffered.
Unenmpl oynment is rife. Suppliers and petty traders and al

ki nds of services suffer. There is |ess noney for everyone
and a general sense of dissatisfaction prevails.

10. In many cases the people turn against the Governnent.
Strikes and riots take place, aggravating the econonic
decline. Opportunistic politicians then nove in, seeing in
t he general unhappi ness, possibilities for seizing power
legally or illegally. Suddenly a |aw and order situation
arises and the security of the nation is threatened.

11. Cearly economic difficulties are a serious threat to
nati onal security. Failure to understand this threat may
result in a cycle of recession followed by politica
insatibility, security threats and even greater recession
skil I ful managenment of the econony and clear thinking are
therefore an integral part of the strategy for nationa
security.

12. Political stability is the sine qua non of Nationa



Security. In a less sophisticated age politics was confined
to a small elite at the top. They had their intrigues and
their quarrels but because there were only a few of them
political instability did not affect the people nmuch. O
course, every so often a tyrant woul d enmerge whose rule
woul d lead to rebellion and insecurity. The sol ution was
sinmpl e although often it was costly. The solution was to
force the dem se of the tyrant.

13. The nodern world is against autocracy. It believes in
denocracy on the assunption that the majority, even if it is
illiterate and not well versed in politics, nust always be
right. The problemis that opportunists, rogues and
foreigners al so have access to the nminds of the electorate.
In the end it is not so nuch the wishes of the majority that
count. It is their perception of things presented to them
by frequently unscrupul ous and anbitious politicians who may
or may not be in | eague with various foreign ideol ogues or
agenci es.

14. In many countries the politicians divide the people
into so many parties that none can be big enough to rule.
Al are minority parties, dependent on ad hoc support by
other parties in order to rule. In other instances a two
party system may energe. If they are evenly matched, a
see-saw effect can result with one party ruling only for one
term Nothing can be planned and carried out. Nothing wll
show results as each new Governnent tries to prove the

previ ous one wong. \Watever the situation with the parties,
political stability is difficult to achieve. Preoccupied
with the politics of personal or party survival, security
wi Il be neglected. Oovious crinmes can be attended to but

di sruptions of public order is not so easy to control. Wo
can tell whether a peaceful denonstration will not turn
ugly? Who can cope with a nultitude of pressure groups bent
on pronoting di ssent and di senchantnent even with the best
and sincerest of Covernnent schemes? Wio can deal with

di sruptive runmour nongering started for no apparent good
reasons?

15. The nodern political environment is clearly instability
prone. Unless the Government is strong enough to take

unpl easant measures to nmaintain |aw and order, a security
situation will arise. In sone cases,the enforcenent agencies
may even be rendered ineffective. Efforts at maintaining

| aw and order nerely create new i ssues whi ch unscrupul ous
politicians can exploit to further destabilise politics.

An escalation will take place. Qutside interest will help
aggravate the situation further. In the end the security
situation becones untenabl e.

16. Social problenms too can lead to security threats. If a
country is peopled by different ethnic groups or religious
adherents, segregation tends to take place. Sinmlarly the
rich and the poor do not live side by side.

M sunder st andi ngs and confrontations go on all the tinme.
Chanpi ons wi |l appear who will only aggravate matters in



their attenpts to gain popularity. Eventually there will be
instability and a threat to security.

17. The response of the Governnment to a potentially
dangerous internal security threat and its ability to ensure
Nati onal Security is no |longer sinple. Too early a response
mght elicit criticisnms for heavy handedness. Yet it is at
the early stages that positive results can be obt ai ned.
Usual |y a denocratic Governnment hesitates until the
situation has obviously devel oped into a security situation
Then when it does nove, the anount of force that it wll
find necessary to restore law and order will expose it to
wi despread accusations of brutality, etc. Often, of course,
the Governnment acts too late and a really serious security
situation will devel ope.

18. When one says that security is not a matter for
Government al one, one is not just repeating a cliche.
Security is really a concern of the people. O course, sone
woul d interpret this as neaning that the Governnent shoul d
npt act w thout consulting the people, neaning the
anti-CGovernment activists. But the real nmeaning of security
bei ng a concern of everyone is that they should not allow a
security threat to arise. This we can do by avoidi ng

di sorderly behavi our, by obeying not just the letter but
also the spirit of the | aws.

19. The law may be an ass but if you flout it sinply

because you disagree with it then orderliness in |life cannot
be achieved. Simlarly if you flout the | aw because you
think you can get away with it, there will be no orderliness
either. The fact is that if everybody flouts the |aw, that
law wi Il be unenforceable. If, for exanple, all the people
in this country decide to undress in public, the equally
undressed policemen cannot arrest anyone.

20. Laws, ethics and behavi our are determ ned by the

peopl e. They nust therefore obey and follow them If sone
erred the rest can act to curb them Mnority rights nust

be respected but so nust the rights of the majority be
respected by the mnority. Only nmutual respect can lead to a
har moni ous society. And only a harnoni ous society can be a
secure society. Social forces are therefore as relevant to
nati onal security as are politics and econom c well -bei ng.

21. But there is still the threat fromoutside. In nodern
ti mes invasions and conquests are no | onger fashionable. If
you want to take over a country you instigate interna
unrest and rebellion in order to install a Governnent that
is friendly to you. Therefore, mlitary defence agai nst
conventional invasion is only rarely needed. Sonetines the
mlitary is needed only psychologically to give a sense of
security.

22. It is not ny intention to dismss or downgrade the role
of the Police and the armed forces in ensuring Nationa
Security. The role of the Police has certainly expanded



beyond that of dealing with comon crines. Denonstrations
and riots and the detection of early evidence of civil

di sorder now occupy nmuch of the tinme and manpower of the
police. Ri ot squads, special forces and bonb detection and
di sposal have to be updated all the tine to keep pace with
t he sophistication of the politicised crimnals and
terrorists. Such is the role of the police that it becones
nore and nore difficult to distinguish themfromthe
mlitary.

23. As for the mlitary role in security, that is

determ ned by the perception of the security situation that
the country has. It is not often that a country, especially
a smal |l devel oping country |ike Malaysia, can afford to have
ext ensi ve devel opnent as well as maintain a powerful defence
force. Usually a choice has to be made in terns of enphasis
bet ween devel opnent and ar manents.

24. In Ml aysia we think that the contentnent of the people
is a mjor factor in determ ning security. In any case as
the cost and sophistication of arms and mlitary equi pment
escal ate beyond our reach, we have no choice but to scale
down our budget for the armed forces. Reliance has to be

pl aced on cooperation with friendly countries and

nei ghbours. Foreign relations are conducted with a viewto
maki ng as few enem es as possible.

25. Alone Malaysia has little chance of defending itself
agai nst a nore powerful eneny in a conventional war. But

t he Mal aysi an security forces are capable of bl oodying the
nose of any one who tries to attack this country. After

that guerilla warfare would | eave the eneny no tinme to gl oat
over their gains.

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

26. | have been able to talk only on a few factors that

af fect National Security as | perceive it. There are ot her
factors such as food security, fuel, etc., which also play
i nportant roles. | amsure your conference will take up al
these matters in a nore professional way.

27. As |l eader of the Governnent | amavidly interested in
the contents and results of your discussion. Academ cs and
professionals will no doubt have nuch to say about the
conduct of our security that will prove useful. | hope it
wi Il not becone a political forumfor attacks on the
Governnment with other objectives in mnd.

Tuan-tuan dan Puan- puan,
28. Sekali lagi saya nmengucapkan terima kasih kepada ISl S

kerana sudi nenjenput saya nmenberi ucapan ini. Saya juga
mengucapkan sel amat ber si dang.
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