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TI ME

Honour abl e guests;

Di stingui shed partici pants;

Ladi es and Gentl enen.

It is a pleasure for ne to be able to be present here
today at this Asian Defence Exhibition and Conference-
Def ence 86 - and also to address this distinguished
gat heri ng.

2. For Malaysia, this is the second tine that we are

hosti ng a defence exhibition, the first being in 1980. |
have been told that this Defence 86 Exhibition has attracted
a | arge nunmber of exhibitors fromseveral countries and this
exhibition is one of the biggest in the Asia-Pacific region

Ladi es and gentl enen,

3. Mal aysia has managed to put down the nenace of

Conmmuni st terrorismin the early years of its independence.
Consequently this country recogni sed the inportance of
defence and security in ensuring the devel opnent of the
country. Wthout security, we nmay not be able to achieve

t he obj ectives of our devel opnent progranmes. The inportance
is reflected in the financial allocation for this purpose
under the various 5-year plans. | would say that Ml aysia
has been able to strike a bal ance between the inportance of
econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent and defence requirenents.

4. However, Mal aysia being a devel opi ng country has not

and will not place the defence and security as the top nost
priority in our annual budget allocation. It will still
remai n an i nmportant conponent, next to econonic and soci al
devel opnent. The reason is obvious. If defence is to becone
effective and get the backing of the people, what is to be
def ended nust be worthwhile. It is in order to make

Mal aysi a worth defendi ng that econom c and soci al

devel opent has to be carried out.

5. If we take defence as a total concept, econom c and
soci al devel opnent nust be considered a major factor in

nati onal defence. In the context of a nodern nation, the
backi ng of the people for the armed forces to defend the
country is as inportant as the strength and skill of the
arnmed forces thensel ves. Likew se basic defence is

necessary for econom c and soci al devel opnent efforts to
take place. Taking these factors in its totality, defence and



econom ¢ and soci al programres are conpl enentary factors in
achi eving overall national resilience.

Ladi es and gentl enen,

6. There is never enough of anything. Certainly no

country can find enough funds for the needs of defence. This
is made even nore glaring because of the increasing cost of
sophi sti cated weapons. Wiere once we coul d buy a whole
squadron of planes, now the same anount of noney can buy
only half an aeroplane. By the tine enough noney is raised
to buy the squadron, not only have the costs escal ated but
new t echnol ogy woul d make the original equi pnent obsol ete.
And new technol ogy will cost nore noney.

7. 1| amrem nded of a story of a weapon desi gner who

brought blueprints for the ulti mate weapon to the conmandi ng
general of a country. He pointed out the danger the country
woul d face if it does not have this ultinmte weapon of his.
So convi ncing was he that the general decided to buy the

bl ueprint. No sooner had he signed on the dotted |ine when

t he desi gner produced another set of blueprints for a weapon
to counter the ultinate weapon. Again the general was
persuaded to buy this new blueprint. Then the designer
produced yet another set of blueprints of a weapon to
counter the counter weapon he had just sold. The angry
general refused to buy. Whereupon the weapon designer said
he would go to the country's eneny to sell the weapons.

8. The situation these days nmakes this story no nore a

j oke. Weapons get obsolete so quickly that we get

breathl ess nmerely trying to catch up with the literature on
the | atest technol ogy or what is tantalisingly described as
the state of the art. One wonders sonetinmes whether it is
wor t hwhi | e buyi ng any weapons since it is going to be
absolete by the time delivery takes place. Then there is the
probl em of choosi ng between several with the sanme
specifications but are sonmehow different. To a civilian Iike
me, no choice is right. Invariably when a decision is nade,
everyone will point out how nuch better are the other
weapons.

9. Over and above all these is the question of how nuch to
spend on defence. W know already that it is never going to
be enough, especially to the professional soldiers. But
even if it is not going to be enough, we still have to

det ermi ne how nuch nore or how nmuch | ess should the

all ocation be. Can a price be put on the security of a

nati on? Can the security of a nation be correctly assessed
SO0 as to ensure that the correct allocation of funds and
correct choice of weapons are nade?

10. These are problens that trouble every governnment. And
Mal aysia is no exception. W do not really know whet her our
al l ocation and our weapons are right or not. How much mnust
we curtail developnent in order to cater to the needs of
security and defence? Looking at the vast array of weapons



and equi pnents that are on show at this Exhibition, we can
beconme either nore enlightened or nore confused. But one
thing is certain. Defence costs and the worst thing that

can happen in terns of cost is an arns race. Even the super
powers can be bankrupted by such a race, |ong before we have
star wars. | do hope that here in South East Asia, we do

not have a mini arns race.

Ladi es and gentl enen,

11. Malaysia is not anmbitious when it comes to producing
arms. W have no desire to becone a supplier of arms to
anyone el se. W are a peace-loving country and our needs
for weapons are sinple. If we go into the manufacture of
arms it is only to neet these needs. Only if econom es of
scale forces us, will we produce nore than our needs and
sel |l the excess.

12. But there are nmany areas where defence needs coi ncide
with civilian needs. Thus the repair and overhaul of

aeropl ane engines are of interest to both the nmlitary and
the civil aviation. It is because of this that the facility
initially set for the repair and overhaul of mlitary
aircraft has now been converted into a rivately-run

i ndustry, available also to civil aircraft. That facility
now owned by Aerospace Industries of Malaysia will be
expanded in order to manufacture flight instrunments and

ot her avi oni cs.

AIMis still interested in having joint ventures for
servicing and manufacturing with interested foreign
partners. It will not go beyond that. It will certainly not
be manufacturing aircraft.

13. Additionally we have gone into heavy industries hoping
that we may be able to fabricate sone conponents of both
civilian and mlitary vehicles. W have al ready begun to
produce our own cars and the expertise gained would be
useful should we need to produce designs, parts and
conmponents for mlitary needs.

14. As you can see we are very nodest about produci ng our
own arnms. For a very long tine we will have to buy our
def ence needs.

Ladi es and gentl enen,

15. It is useful to have a Defence Exhibition like this.

It enables a | ot of people involved with defence and
security to appreciate the range and variety of weapons and
equi prents available. It m ght even be enlightening to
civilians like me who are willy-nilly dragged into naking
decisions on matters that we are really not conpetent to
make, and yet are expected to make w sely.

16. The hol ding of a Defence Exhibition in Ml aysia should
not be m sconstrued as official support and endorsenent for
an arnms build-up in this country or in this region. As |



have said Mal aysia is a peace-loving country. It has no
wish to be a mlitary power and it would be very nervous if
there are mlitary powers around it. But it accepts the
need to upgrade its knowl edge if not its capability for
defence. Towards this end your conference and the various
papers that will be presented will be very useful

17. But, of course, this Exhibition is open to all. W are
going to learn nothing nore than what others, including our
nei ghbours, will learn. Perhaps it may nmake us w ser so
that, nuch to the disappointnment of the exhibitors, we wll
decide that it is futile to enter into an arns race and
spend our limted funds on devel opnent instead. However, |
woul d hasten to assure the exhibitors that their investnent
inthis showis not likely to have that effect. | amsure
that a lot of us are going to be persuaded to buy equi prent
which we will never really use. But weapons that never need
to be used may prove to be the best investnent. W can say
that they are a deterrent. It was a British Prime Mnister,
| believe, who said that "To have peace you nust prepare for
war". Britain was unprepared then and Britain had war.

Mal aysi a unfortunately cannot afford to believe too much in
t hat maxi m

Ladi es and gentl enen,

18. Once again | would like to thank the organisers for
inviting me to officiate at this Exhibition and Conference.
To all participants and exhibitors I w sh you success and a
pl easant and nenorabl e stay in Ml aysi a.

19. | now have nuch pleasure in declaring the Asian Defence
Exhi bi ti on and Conference open.
Thank you.
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