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TI ME

Madam Chai r per son;

Your Majesty and Your Excell encies;

Ladi es and Gentl enen.

Wth the blessing of the Almghty, we have cone to the
conclusion of this Third Meeting of ASEAN Heads of
Government. The Meeting has been a significant event.

2. Al of us, the ASEAN Heads of Covernnent, have cone to
Manila with great confidence for this Meeting despite dire
predictions by all and sundry. | congratul ate our hosts for
maki ng the excellent arrangenents in all aspects to nake the
Meeting possible. My delegation and | have had a pl easant
and confortable sojourn in this colourful and vibrant city
of Manil a.

3. The at nosphere surroundi ng our Meeting has been
characteristically ASEAN -- warm friendly and sincere.

We had frank di scussions and serious exchanges of views on
many issues. W went over the reports and deli berated over

t he recommendati ons of the Mnisters. W agreed on a nunber
of things in keeping with the spirit of consensus, nutua
respect and understanding. W were particularly in accord on
one maj or aspect of ASEAN : the need to enhance ASEAN
cooperation particularly in the econom c areas.

4. Qur deliberations have covered a wi de area. This has

| argely been necessitated by many recent devel opnents in the
i nternational arena which are inextricably linked to our
hopes and fears, our expectations and our vision of the
future. The ASEAN nenber countries cannot be effectively

i nsul ated fromthese devel opnents. Nor can we isolate
ourselves in the light of increasing interdependence.

5. The political, economc and security interests of the
menber countries are diverse, yet intertw ned. The

i ncreasing strategic and econom c i nportance of Southeast
Asia and of ASEAN in particular, as well as the continuing
turnmoil in Indochina makes it nore rel evant for the region
to achi eve accel erated devel opnent and progress and to

mai nt ai ndur abl e peace and stability. ASEAN s conm t ment

to achieving the early realization of ZOPFAN shoul d be
translated into positive action, particularly now that the
super powers thensel ves have cone to a new and positive phase



in their relationship with one anot her
Madam Chai r per son,

6. The focus of this Summit has nost appropriately been on
ASEAN econoni ¢ cooperation. For it is through economc
cooperation that we can hope to pronote devel opnent in this
regi on, thus bringing about an environnment of peace and
stability. However, we have our own realistic expectations
for ASEAN and of ASEAN. Wien our countries ventured into
ASEAN as a regi onal grouping designed to hel p the nenber
states, we knew of its potentials and possible limtations.
We stood ready to devel op those potentials in 1976 by
signing the Declaration of ASEAN Concord. W again stand
ready to further exploit those potentials. This we have duly
said in the Declaration which we just signed today. This
Manil a Declaration is testinony to the conti nued comn t ment
of the nenber states to ASEAN

7. The Declaration reaffirns our conmtnent to the

obj ective of ASEAN and states openly what we want for the
future of ASEAN. It is an inportant mlestone in ASEAN s
progress. It is a synthesis of thoughts, ideas and vi sions;
a fair and frank assessnent of ASEAN s achi evenents and
shortcom ngs, and a guide for a realistic approach towards
ASEAN cooperation. The signing of the four agreements and
menor anda of understanding is a significant indicator of
ASEAN s seriousness in devel opi ng on-goi ng programes in
econom ¢ cooperation

8. ASEAN s good standing in the international community is
beyond doubt. To the international community ASEAN is a
reality, tous in the region it is both areality and a
state of mnd. The fact that we have devel oped a successfu
di al ogue relationship with the industrialized countries is
i ndeed a feather in ASEAN s cap. Later today, we neet the
Prime Mnister of Japan, |eader of one of ASEAN s npst

i nportant Di al ogue Partners. | amsure we will have a very
fruitful discussion with him

Madam Chai r per son,

9. | have been fully satisfied at the outcone of this
Meeting. | amsure what we have achieved here in Mnila
will provide the notivation for increased cooperation anong
the ASEAN countries in the various areas. Such increased
cooperation should be acconpani ed by a gradual and
systematic i nprovenent in the ASEAN machi nery.

10. I wish to thank and congratul ate you, Madam

Chairperson, for the efficient and el egant handling of the
proceedi ngs of our neeting. You have shown us that the first
woman President in ASEAN is a person of great calibre and
charm On behal f of the Mal aysian del egation, | also w sh

to extend our sincere appreciation to the Governnent and the
peopl e of the Philippines for the excellent arrangenents,
warm reception and generous hospitality that make this Third



Meeti ng of ASEAN Heads of Government a successful and
nmenor abl e one.
Thank you.
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