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TI ME

It gives me great pleasure to nmeet nmenbers of the
British-Ml aysi an Society tonight. Your Society's list of
menbership is nost inpressive. A Society such as this can
certainly play a key role in further enhancing bilatera

rel ati ons between our two countries. | ampleased to | earn
of the various activities undertaken by the Society towards
this direction and would like to assure you that the
contribution that you have made is i ndeed appreciated by the
Mal aysi an Gover nment .

2. In developing bilateral relations the role of the
governnment and the private sector are conplementary. The
quality of the relationship, its breadth and depth, would
depend considerably on the private sector of both sides if
it is not to beconme too formal. After all it is the private
sector which provides the people to people contact so
essential towards upgrading rel ati ons between two countries.

3. The quality of the relationship between countries

cannot be taken for granted. History, that great but
frequently ignored teacher, tells us that yesterday's
friends can be today's foes and today's foes can be
tomorrow s friends. If we value friendship then we should
all work to develop and sustain it. Wen the private sector
has a good content of personal relationship, Governnents can
be easily influenced by it. |I remenber when rel ationship

bet ween Mal aysia and Britain was strained sone years back

it is the non-CGovernnental people, in particular the menbers
of your society, who paved the way towards an acceptable
reconciliation.

4. It is inperative, therefore, that the British-Ml aysian
Society maintain its interest and | ove for Ml aysia in order
that Mal aysia/Britain relationship should al ways be
friendly. You are what the Anmericans call, a | obby.

Happily you don't require to be paid for your services. You
do it out of genuine concern and friendship. And you are,

of course, the nore effective because of that. Mal aysia

is grateful and appreciative.

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

5. Let ne say sonething about Ml aysia. W are what we

are partly because of the contribution by the British.

will not pretend that there was such a country as Ml aysi a
before the British came. W were separate small Ml ay



Sul t anat es whi ch had a tendency to break up into smaller

states because the Sultans gave away chunks of |and which
then becane Malay states. The British created Mal aya and

created the preconditions for Ml aysia.

6. The Denocratic formof CGovernment, Constitutiona

Monar chy, the separation of the Legislative fromthe
Executive and the Judicial branches was also British. The
Cvil Service systemwas pioneered by British officers. The
rubber industry and the expansion of tin mning al so took
pl ace during the British colonial period.

7. But the British were also responsible for the biggest
headache that Ml aysia faces today -- race relations. The
British brought in Chinese and Indians w thout thinking at
all about the effect on the Mal ays. Today we are saddl ed
with the problem of managing three separate races with three
separate inconpatible cultures and religions. If today

t hese people are not at each others throat it is certainly
not due to any help from others.

8. The British left us this problem W are independent

now and we really do not expect to be hel ped in resolving
our race problens. But it is disappointing that certain
sections of the British society refuse to see how successfu
we have been at nmanaging race relations in Ml aysia.

I nstead, they have gone out of their way to underm ne our
efforts.

9. W wish to be friends with the British. The British
Government and certainly the British-Mlaysian Society are a
great help. But we do get irritated by what seens to be
deliberate efforts to m sunderstand Mal aysia. One

i nfluential opinion naker in Britain derided our production
of commodities which it says nobody wants. But this sanme
institution al so conderms Mal aysia's efforts to

i ndustrialise. If you don't produce comodities and you
don't industrialise, then what do we do?.

10. | say the failure to understand is deliberate because
even soneone who i s not an old Mal aysi a-hand woul d noti ce

t he progress that Ml aysia has made since independence.
Econonmic grow h attai ned an average of 6% per annum C ean
elections, in which it is possible for opposition candidates
to win, are held at regular intervals. Racial tolerance and
harmony are well above average. Devel opnent is rapid and
wel | spread out. Per capita incone rose from about $300
ringgit in the year of independence to $4,000 ringgit now.

I ndeed t he whol e appearance of the country has changed that
many find it difficult to classify Malaysia as a devel opi ng
country - and consequently charge us higher interest rates.

11. But none of these positive aspects has received any
attention fromthe British nedia. This is fine. But if there
i s but one negative aspect or happening, the world will be
told about it in vistavision. We know it is not the British
Government. W know it is not the majority of the British



peopl e. But the kind of unfair treatnent of Ml aysia cannot
but sour relationship. W cannot do anything, of course.
Press freedomis the essence of denbcracy. W nust have it
even if it destroys us.

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

12. Mal aysia has progressed despite the nyriads of problens
which it has to face. And Malaysia will continue to
progress. W are great believers in the market econony --
in free trade. Every country has to protect itself. W
accept that too. But the rich and the powerful should not
bully the poor and the weak.

13. W believe strongly in interdependence. No country can
be so self-sufficient that it can isolate itself, neither
the United States nor Russia. We have to trade with each
other. To trade we have to have noney to buy the goods we
need or the luxuries. The only way we can pay for these is
for us to be able to sell our produce at fair prices.

| mpoveri shing a country does not hel p anyone.

14. | used to think that increasing prosperity in the

devel oped countries cannot but enrich the poor countries --
as the commodities that poor countries produce will find
better markets. But now | know better. It is possible for
rich countries to get richer by forcing the prices of
commodi ti es down. That is what is happeni ng now.

15. In addition rich countries neet and fiddle with
currenci es and exchange rates. The net result of commodity
and currency mani pulation is that some of our exports now
fetch only one-fourth of their former prices. Wth that

kind of earnings we are not likely to buy the products of
the rich countries. On the other hand the forced
depreciation of our currency has resulted in al nost doubling
the | ocal cost of our foreign debt.

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

16. As a society dedicated to the affairs of Britain and
Mal aysia, | amsure you would like to see the relationship
bet ween the poor countries and the rich be productive and
beneficial to both sides. During the early period of

Mal aysi @' s i ndependence, British-Mlaysia relations was
good. But quite early on, a policy of equidistance with al
countries was adopted by Ml aysia. Gadually Britain and
Mal aysia drifted apart.

17. The old relationship will never return. But neither
should we drift further apart. There is a trenendous
reservoir of goodwill in both countries. It should be an
easy matter to tap this reservoir. There are bodies in

Mal aysia and in the United Ki ngdom who can do this.
Certainly the British - Ml aysian Society is one of them
Then there are the trade and industry organisations in both
countries. Even the press can play a role, if it chooses to



do so.

18. | look forward to a future where Malaysia and Britain
woul d be close and nmutual ly respecting friends.
CGod-WIlling, we will both gain by it.

Ladi es and Gentl enen,
19. Lastly, | would like to thank the British-Mlaysian

Society for kindly holding this dinner and inviting me to
partake of the sunptuous neal as well as to speak on ny

particul ar perception of British-Mil aysia relations. | do
hope | have been able to contribute towards a better
appreci ation of Malaysia's views. | pray that our relations

will be inproved in the process.
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