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TI ME

TI ME

Yang Amat Ber bahagi a Tun Hussei n Onn,
Chai rman of 1SIS;

H s Excellency M. Helnmut Schm dt

Chai rman of the InterAction Council

H s Excellency M. Takeo Fukuda,
Honourary Chai rman of the InterAction
Counci | ;

Your Excel |l enci es;

Ladi es and Gentl enen.

It is a distinct honour and a privilege for ne to

address this distingui shed group of em nent internationa

| eaders and world statesnen. W have never had this rare
occasi on to host so many proni nent personages in our country
before. On behal f of the Governnent and people of Mal aysia
may | w sh Your Excellencies "Selamat Datang"” and a pl easant
and productive stay in our country.

Your Excell enci es,

2. Everyone of you has the reputation for dedication
courage and breadth of vision; acconplishnments which have
not only benefitted your respective countries but also the
worl d at |arge. Each of you has also held high offices,
havi ng been at the hel mof your respective ship of state
steering it through tortuous courses, in fair as well as
foul weather. You have experienced the heavy responsibility
of power and the agoni si ng deci sions-maki ng that determ ned
the fortunes of your respective country. Added to this are
the external inplications of your actions as no country is
an island, particularly in this rapidly shrinking planet.

3. Decisions in the national interest in these days cannot
hel p but affect neighbours, regions and the world. This is
especially so with powerful nations. It is inportant and

i nperative that there be greater accountability not just to
the nation but to the world. Wirld | eaders are now truly
worl d | eaders, not just |eaders known to the whole world.
International fanme nmust carry with it internationa
responsibility as well. That responsibility cannot just
cease because one is out of office. The world should
continue to benefit fromthe experience and know dege t hat



you have accunul ated while in office. | believe that it is
because you do feel responsible that you have founded the
InterAction Council of world |eaders. In a world gone
slightly unbal anced your w se counsels are much needed.

Your Excell enci es,

4. You neet today in an atnosphere that is highly charged.
Trade i nbal ances have led to tension and threats anong the
rich nations of the North. Currency has becone totally
destabilised. Cormodity prices have coll apsed. Nations are

i ncapabl e of paying their debts. The East-West

confrontation and the arns race continues and absorbs nuch
needed funds for totally usel ess unproductive activities.
The wars in the Mddl e East show no sign of abating.
Rel i gi ous and raci al tensions have grown, fanned by fanatics
and racists. Proxy wars are being fought in Central Anerica
and Central Asia. In the Sahel belt of Africa starvation
and death stare in the eyes of mllions. And to top it al
drug habits have destroyed nuch of the flower of our youths,
bringing crine and di saster to people who are al ready

i mpoveri shed.

5. It is with this as a backdrop that you nmeet here in
Kual a Lunmpur. The thenme you have chosen, "lInternationa
cooperation in the areas of popul ation growh, environnment
and devel oprent, " is thus nost appropriate and rel evant.
The consi derabl e influence that you still wield, would, we
hope, | end neaning to your deliberations.

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

6. Wthin the space of sone twelve years from now history
will record the flow of tine into not only a new century but
also a new mllennium Rightly we should be nmoving into the
twenty-first century with a sense of pride and
acconpl i shment consi dering the tremendous strides that
manki nd has achieved in the twentieth century. W have

seen the world undergo a massive transformation particularly
in technol ogical terns. The scientific achievenents that
have cone about are particularly astounding in the fields of
conmuni cati on, transportation, medicine and space. Mny of
us today fly around the world in a 747 w thout so much as

a mnute's reflection upon the fact that the whole aircraft
is about twice as long as the distance the Wight brothers
were airborne on their maiden flight only eighty years ago.

7. In our enthusiasmfor the good |life nmade possible by

sci ence and technol gy, we often forget about the m series
whi ch acconpany this so-called progress. There is a price
to be paid for all these progress. Far too often it is the
poor who have to pay. Thus the miracle of |aser and fibre
optics have forced the closure of copper mnes with the
acconpanyi ng unenpl oynent of workers in devel opi ng
countries. Pollution fromchem cal wastes have blighted the
lives of many, of which Bhopal is just one poignant

exanpl e. Advances in the technol ogy of food production



shoul d reduce starvation. They do, but they al so
i mpoverish the farners of devel opi ng countries by the
resulting gluts and drops in prices.

8. The art of war has become the science and technol ogy of
war. As new weapons and counter-weapons are invented the
nmeagre treasuries of poor countries are enptied in an
attenpt to acquire expensive defence systens. Even as a
country buys a new weapon it is told that it will be

obsol ete as an inproved version or a counter-weapon would be
in the market in a year or two.

9. Science has saved many |ives but one wonders what are
these |ives being saved for. Even as one wonders, the
popul ati on keeps growing. W are told by Malthus that if we
don't control population growh, we wll outgrow our food
supplies. Is this true? Not for the present at |least. W
now have nore food than we can consune. But such is the
econom ¢ system we have created, that those who nost need
the food are unable to pay for it. And they are unable to
pay because those who can afford have destroyed their neans
of earning sufficiently to buy the food. The fall in
commodity prices, restrictive trade practices by the rich
unfair conpetition by the technol ogically advanced, control
of the neans of transport, the sponge-Ilike soaking of

i nvestment capital by the rich and a host of other factors
have all comnbined to nmake the poor even poorer

10. And so the lives that science saves and the consequent
grow h of popul ati on have nerely conpounded the probl ens
that plague our planet. Telling people not to multiply is
not the answer when the problemis in the econom c injustice
of a systemthat favours the rich and the powerful.

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

11. The poor in this world have as nmuch desire to breathe
fresh unpolluted air as anyone else. They do want to live
in an environnent that is naturally clean and beautiful
Bhopal and Chernobyl horrifies them But the problemis
affordability.

12. If they cut down trees for firewod it is because they
cannot afford other fuels. If they tear down their ancient
forests it is because they need the noney fromthe tinber
they sell. If they treat their country like a huge rubbish
dunp it is because they cannot afford expensive waste
treat ment and di sposal

13. It is right to want to preserve the pristine beauty of
nature. But if the only way for the poor countries to earn
nmoney is to export |logs at very |low prices, can they be

bl amed for tearing down their forests? Pay good noney for
their tinber and set up factories in their country to add
value -- these will obviate the neccessity for themto
decimate their beautiful forests. Boycotting the use of
tinmber and turning to substitutes like plastic will only



i mpoverish them and force themto chop down nore trees to
mai ntain what little they have been earning.

14. In Mal aysia we are concerned about the environnment too.
But environment costs. There will be no pollution frompalm
oil factories if the factories can afford to pay for

pol I uti on-control equipnents. But when palmoil prices are
forced down by subsidi sed production of conpeting oils,

envi ronnent and pol |l uti on becone secondary to the nore
pressing needs of earning mniml profits.

15. Actually for nost devel opi ng countries the problem of
environnent is acadenmic. Mre inmportant is devel opnent.
Aid is inportant. Soft |oans are welcome. But it is

i nportant not to take away with one hand what the ot her
hand gi ves. Devel opnment aid will not help if the resultant
devel opnent is negated by restrictive trade practi ces.

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

16. No country wants to live on aid forever. Every country
wants to earn nmoney for itself. This it can do only if
there are no trade restrictions. The incentives offered by
devel opi ng countries for export manufacturing can only be
worthwhile if the devel oped countries open their markets.

17. The trade wars of the rich should not result in blanket
restrictions which affect devel opi ng countries.

Restrictions should be discrimnating in favour of
devel opi ng countries. The rich should be allowed to avai

t hensel ves of the favoured treatnent of devel oping countries
if those countries thensel ves are unable to produce on their
own. What matters is that the devel oping countries are able
to reap sonme benefit which can contribute to their

devel opnent.

18. What we are seeing today is a near total disregard for
the poor. Seven rich countries neet and nake decisions in
their favour without any regard for the rest of the world.
Thus to solve their trade inbal ances they decided to reval ue
the Yen and Deut schmark and underval ue the Anmerican dollar.
For Mal aysia, for exanple, this decision has pushed up her
Yen | oan by 70% whil e reduci ng her earnings from petrol eum
exports. And very much the sanme thing has happended to

ot her devel opi ng countri es.

19. This is what happens when the rich becone inward

| ooking. Multilateralismis left battered, condemed to a
sl ow death through fund deprivation. And the poor pays the
price even as it gets poorer

20. W have yet to learn to accept the fact that we are

i nt erdependent. There are sone who think that they can be
rich in the mdst of poverty. History has taught us little.
It is alnbst as if soneone is again saying, "if you have no
bread, why not eat cake instead."



21. Actually enriching the poor will enrich further the
rich. After all we cannot escape from being the market for
the rich. The nore spendi ng noney we have the nore things
will we buy fromthe rich.

Your Excell enci es,

22. It is in this context that we see the role of the
Interaction Council. You may no | onger be weil di ng power.
But you do have influence. You are the conscience of the
worl d. W wel come you here in Ml aysia because we think the
world needs its conscience now nore than ever.

23. The greatest achievenent of the post-war years is the
liberation of so many colonial territories. How tragic it
woul d be if the good work done by far-sighted | eaders of
those years are negated by a slide towards a new and no | ess
debilitating formof inperialism W do not like to talk of
neo-colonialism A lot of work has gone into discrediting
the word. But neo-colonialismdoes exist. The termis not

i nportant but the fact is.

24. A few people, able and fanous though they nmay be,

cannot resolve all the problens that beset our planet today.
But if you can nanage to prick the conscience of the powers

that be, that would have done the world and the cause of the
poor nations in particular a great service indeed.

25. | amnot a menber of your organisation and | hope that
t he next few days would not qualify nme to be a nenber of
your organi sation. Nevertheless, | would like to thank Your
Excel l encies for this opportunity to share ny thoughts with
you. | wi sh you every success in your deliberations and
hope you have a pleasant stay in this country.

Thank you.
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