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TI ME

Your Excellency Rajiv Gandhi,
Prime Mnister of India;
Excel | enci es;

Di sti ngui shed CGuests;

Ladi es and CGent!| enen.

It is, as always, a great pleasure to be in New Del hi

acity that | have visited on several occasions in the past.
Successive Mal aysian Prinme Mnisters have al ways found a
warm and friendly welcone on their visits here, which

think attest to the excellent relations between our two

countries. | amespecially honoured, M. Prime Mnister
that despite the tremendous demands upon your tine and that
of your colleagues and officials as well, the wel cone

accorded to ne and ny del egati on has been as unstinting and
meti cul ous as they could possibly be. Allow ne to thank you
on their behalf as well as mine for your very warm wel cone
and hospitality.

2. W are neeting, M. Prime Mnister, at a tine of
extreme confusion in the affairs of the world. Change, a
normal enough situation in international relations and
deal i ngs has becone greatly accel erated. W have not only
to adapt to these changes but also to the speed that they
take place. Technol ogy has advanced so fast, particularly
inthe field of conmunication, that there is literally no
nore donestic problens. Al problens have been

i nternationalised. Since we have never really been able to
resol ve international issues, our capacity to deal with
donestic issues has shrunken with their

i nternationalisation. Indeed, everyone now clains a right
to sol ve our domestic problenms even though nost have never
been able to solve their own donestic problens. The fact
that situations and even public nores differ receives no
consideration. Still we nust soldier for we re indeed |iving
in a global village.

3. It is a matter of deep satisfaction, M. Prine

M nister, for me to observe that India has equipped itself
wel | for the onslaughts of the future. You and your
government have not allowed the conplexities of our tines to
bl unt your resolve to find i nagi nati ve and wor kabl e
solutions for the many problens that confront the world. W



note with appreciation the initiatives that India, alone or
in concert with Iike-m nded nations, have taken, to ease

gl obal tension and distrust, to bring nore equitable
econom ¢ order and to search out and build new |inkages
anong and between nations. These initiatives are by no neans
easy to sustain but we hope you will persevere for the
common good. W in Malaysia extend our full and sincere
support to you in these endeavours.

M. Prinme Mnister,

4. India and Ml aysia have nuch in conmon. Throughout

hi story your country and m ne have naintained |inks of the
nost pervasive kind. These |inks have never been broken

Qur peoples have freely interacted with one another. Today

t hese |inks have achi eved i npressive breadth and dept h,
reflecting our greater inter-dependency even as we pace each
other's grow h.

5. It is perhaps natural, M. Prime Mnister, that such a
freely devel oped bilateral relationship should allow for the
devel opnent of a political relationship marked by unconmon
under st andi ng. W& share menbershi p of many overl appi ng

i nternational groupings in which we share conmon

per spectives and basically common approaches. The great

nmoral and ethical problenms of our tine, -- racial injustice
and political repression under the obscenity of apartheid
in South Africa, Israel's illegal occupation of Arab |ands

and continued opposition to the creation of a Pal estinian
State, occupation of Afghani stan and Kanmpuchea by foreign
forces, ever-wi dening North-South econom c inequities

and the ever-escalating arns race require that we work
together to strengthen international solidarity to resolve
them The Solidarity Fund for Southern Africa which you
are so ably chairing, the International Comm ssion for
Sout h- Sout h Econom ¢ Cooper ati on under the Chairmanship
of Dr Julius Nyerere and the Five Nation D sarmanent
Initiative with which you are deeply associated, are the
ki nd of endeavours reflective of the determ nation of
countries such as ours to initiate fresh approaches to
seem ngly intractabl e international problens.

6. Closer to hone, M. Prine Mnister, both India and

Mal aysia, in concert with our regional partners, are pushing
the frontiers of nmutual goodw Il and cooperation as far as
they are politically and economically practical and
feasible. W in ASEAN will cel ebrate the conpletion of our
second decade in 1987. Much has been done but even nore are
required to be done. Qur experience teaches us that the
conscious effort at consultation and cooperation invariably
devel ops a momentum of its own and after a time becones
irreversible. W have watched with admration the

achi evenent of South Asian countries in making regiona
cooperation under SAARC a reality. In just two short years
you have, through collective conmtment, inpressed SAARC on
t he gl obal consci ousness. W in ASEAN | ook forward to
constructive engagenent with SAARC in the near future.



M. Prinme Mnister,

7. As India and Mal aysia march forward in consonance with

t he dynam cs of change, | wish to record nmy firmconviction
that the ties that bind us throughout history will becone
ever stronger. My visits to your country -- and this
particular visit is no exception -- have been altogether too
brief for ne to appreciate fully the conplexity of the

I ndi an subcontinent and the magnitude of the tasks that you
have set for yourself. But fromwhat little |I have seen and
heard each time, | amacutely aware of the quantitative and
qualitative progress that your country, through successive

i nspired | eadershi p, has achieved. During this visit |

shal | have the opportunity to acquaint nyself with sone of
the progress that has taken place here. W too have
progressed through the years, and | hope it would not be too
| ong before you, M. Prime Mnister, can venture to

"di scover” Malaysia. Qur nutual progress offers, | believe,
excel l ent opportunities to explore new conplenentarities
even as we seek to entrench previous and present ones.
India's relations with Malaysia are very much in the idiom
of that great percept of Indian civilization -- the

noti on of "change wi thin permanence". In that spirit | | ook
forward to expanding, in scope and depth, the severa

di scussions that we have nanaged to exchange during our past
encounters over several international conferences.

M. Prinme Mnister,

8. | have been nobst touched by your kind words of wel cone.

It is a welcone all the nore appreciated for the constraints
of time and duties you have had to overcone. In thanking

you once again, | would Iike to invite this distinguished
gathering to join me in a toast to:

H s Excellency President G ani Zail Singh

H s Excellency Prime Mnister Rajiv Gandh

and the ever-expandi ng rel ati ons between India and

Mal aysi a.



	THE OFFICIAL DINNER HOSTED BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA, HIS EXCELLENCY, MR. RAJIV GANDHI (30/01/1987)

