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TI ME

Your Excellency, Dr. WIfried Martens,

Prime Mnister of Bel gi um

Excel | enci es;

Di sti ngui shed CGuests;

Ladi es and Gentl enen.

Allow nme first of all to warmy thank you for your kind
words of wel come and the gracious hospitality extended to ne
and ny del egation since our arrival here. | am

hopeful that this visit of mne will afford ne a better
i nsight into Belgian affairs which offer conpelling
parallels to our own.

2. | amdelighted to be in Brussels, the capital of

Europe, so to speak, where nuch of Europe's destiny is being
charted. The cosnopolitan popul ati on of Brussels is perhaps
a preview of Europe of the future, when integration becones
nore pervasive

3. Earlier we had the opportunity to have a very fruitfu
exchange of views on bilateral matters as well as regiona
and international issues of mutual concern. | am convinced
that there is trenmendous scope for the expansion of our
bilateral relations particularly in the field of trade,

i nvest ment and econom c cooperation. | am happy to note
that we share simlar perceptions on a nunber of

i nternational issues and fully appreciate each other's

poi nts of view

4. The current |level of bilateral trade, which is nodest,
of fers consi derabl e scope for further expansion. W are
hopeful that our manufactured products would find greater
acceptance in the admttedly liberal market of Bel gium W
have pursued an econom c diversification policy with
enphasis on industrialisation as a neans to underwite the
soci 0- econom ¢ cohesi on of our society and to insulate the
econony fromthe uncertainties of commodity prices.

5. W are pleased to note that Bel gi an entrepreneurs have
begun to follow the trail blazed by other European investors
i nto our manufacturing sector. Malaysia's infrastructures,

t he abundance of vital industrial raw materials and |ibera

i nvestment climate should provide an added i nducenent to



Bel gi an i nvestors. W hope that Bel gian investors woul d
consi der the advantages of venturing into, anong other
t hi ngs, Malaysia's natural resource based industries.

6. W would like to register our deep appreciation to the
Bel gi an Governnent for the technical cooperation progranme
whi ch has made val uable contribution in the fields of
agriculture and wood technol ogy. W are confident that the
Bel gi an Governnment woul d positively consider the possibility
of expandi ng the scope of the assistance programe to other
areas including environmental pollution nonitoring and
forensic science. | also wish to take this opportunity to

t hank the Bel gi an Governnent for the generous enpl acenents
of our students in Belgian institutions of higher |earning.

Your Excel |l ency,

7. Qur exchange of views on regional and internationa

i ssues of nutual concern reflected a conmonality of
perceptions. W are confident that ASEAN s gradual and
steady progress towards economic integration will help forge
regional resilience. Even as ASEAN fostered intra- ASEAN
trade and investnent, nenber states are aware of its

i nherent limtations. Hence, the continuing efforts to

i nprove conditions to pronote trade and encourage greater
flow of investnent into the region

8. ASEAN regards the European Comunity's GSP Schene as an

i nportant neans of diversifying and increasing
inter-regional trade. As you are aware, ASEAN s exports to

t he European Community fornms a very snall percentage of the
Community's total inports and considerably | ess than exports
of other devel oping countries into the Conmunity. To date,
ASEAN s efforts to inprove market access to the Community
has been stym ed by several built-in constraints and despite
the willingness of both sides to discuss ways to overcone
the barriers, success has been linmted. In this connection
we hope that Belgiumwi |l play a nore positive role in
mtigating the protectionist tendencies that exist within

t he Conmunity.

Your Excell ency,

9. The Uruguay Round of Negotiations |aunched at Punta Del
Este concerns a conprehensive set of negotiations that
covers the wi dest spectrum of subjects ever attenpted. W
hope that an inproved GATT framework of rules could be
hanmrered out to nmeet not only the denmands of today's gl oba
econom ¢ i nterdependence but al so ensure fair conpetition
and efficiency. Whilst Malaysia and the ot her ASEAN
countries remain true to the political commtnents nade at
Punta Del Este, much of the success of the negotiations in
t he Uruguay Round depends on the European Comunity's
position on, inter alia, trade restrictions and distortions
and particularly the subsidies which bedevil the
agricultural trade. At the Mntreal M d-Term Revi ew
Conference in Decenber, Malaysia and the other ASEAN



countries expect definite results on trade in Tropica
Products which were assured 'fast tract status' given their
critical inportance to the econom es of the devel oping
countries. Substantive progress on trade in Tropica

Product and firm agreenments on conmtnments on agriculture
will signal to the world our resolve to put in place a
snoot hly functioning liberal trading systemthat would
ensure gl obal devel opnent into the 21st Century.

Your Excell ency,

10. The protracted Canbodi an conflict appears to have
entered a new phase which hopefully marks a watershed in the
Canbodi an scenario. To be sure, the Jakarta | nformal
Meeting represented a tentative step towards seeking a
negoti ated settlement of the problem As we |ook forward to
t he next face-off anobngst the factions, we wish to renm nd
our friends that the self proclained unilateral withdrawal
of Vi etnanese troops by 1990 would not |ead to peace unl ess
it is linked to a negotiated settlenent. | wish to record
our gratitude to Bel giumand the European Comunity for
their continuing support of ASEAN s efforts in finding a
political solution.

11. An issue of grave concern to us is the increased

| andi ng of refugees on Mal aysi an shores. W are no | onger
abl e to shoul der this burden. W have reached an
understanding with the Government of Vietnamwhich is
prepared to accept the repatriation of those refugees in

Mal aysi a who are not qualified for resettlenment in third
countries and to prevent fresh exodus of boat people. W

are glad to note Vietnams willingness to participate in the
Novenmber Preparatory Meeting to be held in Kuala Lunpur as
well as the International Conference on |Indochi nese Refugees
early next year. W wi sh to express our deep appreciation

to Belgiumand all the resettlenment countries for their
cooperation to date and trust that they would be simlarly
forthcomi ng in maki ng the Conference a success.

12. An issue of grave concern to us all is the four decade
ol d Pal estinian problemwhich is at the heart of the Mddle
East conflict. The Pal estinian uprising in the occupied
territories of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip is a grim
rem nder to the international comunity of the folly of
trying to maintain the status quo and of the volatility of
the situation. We deplore the repressive force unl eashed on
unarmed Pal estinians and fully support the convening of an
I nternational Conference to work out a conprehensive, just
and durable solution within the franework of the inalienable
right of the Palestinians to self-determ nation and

st at ehood.

Your Excel |l ency,
13. | am pleased that our discussion has been nost

interesting and useful. | hope this visit of mne would
generate increased interacti ons between the public and



private sectors of our two countries to our nutual benefit.
Di sti ngui shed CGuests,

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

14. May | now invite you to join me in a toast to the

conti nued heal th and happi ness of H's Excellency Dr.
Wlfried Martens, the Prime Mnister and to the everlasting
friendshi p between Mal aysi a and t he Ki ngdom of Bel gi um
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