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"The Challenges Ahead for Regional and 

International Cooperation: A Malaysian Perspective" 

I am delighted to aeceit your invitation to thFs 

;-reakfast meeting today and 

t?!e distinguished members 

I!elations. Your corporate 

"-3ortant bearing on 'world a A.. 

to meet and exchange views with 

of the Council on For eii? 1' 

views and policies have a.? 

ffairs. It is, therefore, witi: 

.:l;Aasure that I take this opportunity to exchange views with 

:J‘U and to share with ymu my perception of the challenges 

’ -1’ prospects for international i .- and regional cooperation an5 

t.!,r. challenges that lie ahead as we move into the lasz 

kG:cade of this century. These are exciting and challenging 

-. 
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f:3-:G?s which offer us many opportunities to surge ahead iritz 

';‘ twenty-first century. 

The decade of the 1980's began with much pessimism a:.? 

,Loom. Detente and international political cooperatig::: 

Invading armies WF :_. ‘: c \;:lled a phenomena of the past. 

:;.ready entrenched in Afghanistan and Cambodia. In botI. 

countries, the situation was seemingly irreversibl,?. 

.Ic.iations between the superpowers were openly antagonistic. 

i. On the economic front, trade tensions were on the ri;;e 

-1 .I 'thin the free trading system. US-Japan trade disputes x.-.? 

1 ..zir consequent impact on the economies of other East As~:~Y.. 

::C Facific states posed a significant threat to Facific 

;': ;rbility. The inability of the industrial democracies to 

<cr_;<e workable and prartical solutions had serioz'; 

consequences for us in the developing countries. F -jr’ 

5 :i ;;.mp le , the forced appreciation of the Yen against the i-l; 

dollar rapidly increased the size of the debt-burden c" 

1: AWNS e ef *us ,who had Yen-denominated loans. At the sr.r:r 

0: :*1e .r falling commodity prices, increasing protectionism Z.Yci 

L:z::anageable debt burden threatwed to plunge the global_ 

.?,conomy into total anarchy. 

The mood of pessimism, at least on the political leve:; 

c_i>:-!e:itrs now to be lifting. Several important ne:- 

::.,.;:;C:iopments have occurred. One of the most fundamental o' . 

“+se are the changes now underway in the Soviet Union. L -*r. “,Jy . 
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’ : ‘I>‘- -.c]>,zv i s "perestroika" and "glasnost'Y have a_ ;I.c;i,s*; 

_ :.. :I.,: .‘ -:Jositive changes 'both within the Soviet Union and 11-i 

-/ .> _‘- \,-_ 2c.r international arena. Some, of course, wil: ar ',Jk 

:‘?.t ir "orbachev is simply trying to improve the efficiency 

,,-,, i --1. ..I ~ 3cviet system in order to more successfully purs~t 

l_:?:t--er: tern‘ Soviet objectives. Whether this is true or r,~7t 

,~ . ! -. 
Q . L. ti.c:e will tell. However, 

ir -itkJir,; to go by, glasnost and 

-1 - ,. i:;lrc,r:i.ng influence on’ Soviet 

if events in China arc: 

perestroika cannot tut ho_-~;cl 

behaviour. Once the spirit 

_ I .:,-noracy and freedom is kindled, it 

; 1, ‘I; .; y t Id;: of its own. Even the Russians 

r .: .r ;c; to the rigidities of 70 years 

-d;l: k_)-L.“‘j_y,rr environment' will not be able 

,- I .l!--: c:le~~r:es that will follow. 

develops a life ar13 

accustomed as t:l<:~~ 

of 'controlled 2nd 

to stop completely 

I , "Ylready some of these changes have influenced the 

,&JTJ4..~ + Q slqroach to super-power relations where a sense c,f 

-,1 : A 1 / !..CiL. ::m seems apparent. The historic treaty abolishin, 

intermediate range nuclear missiles is the- first i:.a,J o:- 

,adv?nce in disarmament in recent years and holds out ho5;? 

f:\r 2 more positive attitude toward future disarmament 

1 ‘I ‘I: c-! 3 i?. 1s . Imagine what can be done to alleviate povert:\ 

L:?:j. ?-.u:~:^‘er throughout the world if'only a fraction of tjle 

-, _. L8illion US dollars a day spent on weapons are diverted 

-,’ 
: c 

,” F. c ..L.s>ng social problems? 

; 0 In Afghanistan, the Soviets are 

withtirawing their occupation forces 

now in the process of 

following the Gene22 
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.‘_ 3 -y ds. This was unimaginable only some months back. Y'!.: 

-‘17n 
.,” people, who have never really given in to forei':. 

-:cupation, will once again be able to take their plzcL. 

_ ::ng the free and independent nations of the world. .. I 

:-Lodia, there are now strong indications that ?_ ci '>L 

tnamese are also ready to discuss withdrawal. While .z 

rL~;-~:,3 to keep vigilant 4 I think there are now good prospec'::L 

r:;:2 neace in Cambodia. In both cases, it will be a triurr,T-i, 

3 ’ :. \ .y, . sanity in international relations. Interventionism, 7'. 

i. ~101 of state policy for extending control and influence 

‘(: now been discredited. . I This will have a sobering effect, 

,'. / .? I,_ other would-be aggressors and will be conducive t 0 

.-:>cater respect for the principles of the United Nation;-; 

‘:a t e r . 

. All these developments, and particularly the emergenrc 
. . ,_ ,- . better relations between the superpowers, will continn: 

: .? impact positively on other as yet unresolved conflict: 

-. . .sAc.l~ as the Iran - Iraq war, the Falestinian issue a~,', 

:,c.L.thern Africa. Already there are encouraging signs in t:!:, 

,rsian Gulf and in Angola. Big power rivalry al?.: 

.I.51: 2rference in regional conflicts have always tended t- 

..snslate and prolong such conflicts. Now that the E3i; 

r-~c:Ter~ aopear to be moderating their behaviour, we can lo<.> 

or.:'ard to progress in resolving regional conflicts. :‘-> 

‘, ,.: ste:n this process ~ it will be necessary to bring Chin::. 

‘_ 

7’ i ‘2 the discussions either formally or informall:?. 
-. 

T-2reasingly we are entering a tripolar world and China':; 
%_ 
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new found a.rmaments capabilities must be included ,in any 

considerations. 

8. In Southeast Asia, the new Soviet stance has manifested 

itself in a new multisided effort to resolve the festering 

Cambodian problem. Once peace returns to Cambodia the whole 

of Southeast Asia will see a return to sound rnd mutually 

beneficial relations between the communist end non-communist 

nations of the region. The economic progress of ASEAN 

cannot'but be impressive to the Governments of the Communist 

states of Indochina. They.must realise that if they,wish to 

taste the fruits of independence they will have to discard 

the rigid state controls of their socialist system. With 

that the last 

disappear and a 

barriers against regional cooperation will 

new er& will dawn in Southeast Asia. 

9. Of course, there is still. the problem of Indochinese 

refugees. Malaysia and Thailand have been the countries of 

first asylum. Some 25O,OOO refugees passed through Malaysia 

alone. Still they keep on coming. Recently Malaysia's 

Deputy Frime Minister visited Hanoi and negotiated' the 

return of the refugees and stoppage of. illegal departures 

from Vietnam. The Hanoi Government was most cooperative and 

we see a bright possibility that the refugee problem will be 

resolved. 

10. On the whole, I am optimistic that Southeast Asia wil$ 

manage the transition to the ~1990vs successfully. We 
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already hsve in plsce the organisational infrastructures for 

regional cooperation in the Association of Southeast Asian 

Nations or ASEAN. Since its inception in 1967, ASEAN has 

been '8 major catalyst for turning regional end bilateral 

swords into ploughshares. ASEAN member states have 

witnessed en unpzr,:lleled period of political cooperation 

and good neighbourliness. We have 

dialogue mechanisms with key trading 

also institutionelised 

partners that are the 

envy of other region&l groups. Following our successful. 

Summit Meeting in Manila, intra-ASEAN trade and economic 

cooperation should increase significantly. 

11. Much. has baen said about the Pacific era. We in 

IvIrlaysis. fully subscribe to the belief that the Pacific 

region will displace the Atlantic as the economic powerhouse 

of the future. America is fortunate in being both an 

Atlantic as well 2s s Pacific country. So there will be no 

regression for you. But for the countries of the Pacific 

west there are exciting times shead. Already four countries 

in the region have gained the stctus of Newly 

Industrialising Countries. Others cro obviously hard on 

their heels. Much still, depends on their access to the 

markets of AmerLca 2nd Europe. But 2s they prosper they 

will become good markets for their own goods. Then 

prosperity will hzve a more sound base In the form of 

mutually Supportive intra-regional msrkets. It will take 

time but it will happen. -. 
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I M9 views 03 IrternEtion~+,l nffairs ore, t"s you see, --:,--c 

. :-57 0riginE.l. I urn sure you e,re more interested 1n .' 

brpretations of 'the M:lsysi2n politicel end OCO2Znl.‘ 

,. -i ;,1; s . You mnst h?ve reed some reports or, Malc.ysia whi.3 

Ni ‘ s you wonder what is happening to the country now. _’ 

- z-i, if you wt?rE to look 2.t b;ckcopies of Y!. * 

_.:-~~37x;";ion,71 m:gaz;nes you will find thrt M~lcysi~ .? 

:+vt?r done well in ~.-zything . It was described BS oppress-i.? 

;c 'the Chinese 2nd Indiz?ns from the time when Tunku Ab<,:; ': 

-.L hE15 n WES Prim<+ Flinister right until the present rn~rnf"'::~ L 

‘et Chinese and Indirns from other countries in the regix 

I 1’ prepared to smuggle themselves in :::nd pay money i- 1 

:,c:.come permanent residents or citizens. Mslsysia. hss oft,. '.. 

w. ._ accused of undemocratic practices beceuse s j-y. .I 

'?%pendence in 1.957 the Government had power to det2.n 

-l+'.izens without tri2.l. Yet todsy's Government is descrlix,! 

xdemocretic ::!lthough it hes relessed more detainees :- !. 

-.r”, the Internal Security Act less frequently than previc;.. 

; _ -33ments. The cov;clusion thet cw be drswn is thzt Y. 

:> !l:7?nt Goverrment must be worse then previous Goverr!m%::: 

.:h-tever the records May show. 

_ The f?ct is thnt Malaysia 

‘J citizens of wh.ctever ethnic ._> 

?imocrrtic . It hs,s never been 

has elways been feir to i Y.: 

groups. It has 8.lw~ys b:..;- 

cnti foreign. It hss z.w-: : 

'c;". ted its economy rind finances well and it has ,prlwsys b+?: .., 

,- I._ :r::te in its 5ntern2tionsl postures. 
- . 



!’ 
‘t . Today's Malaysia. is no different. If people care ::, 

,-'t:Sy facts themselves rather than listen to the disgrunf:ll+z7 

: :, they would see ,that e,verything is in place. :;,-:,?:z 

.r. __ -i-,ysians of Chinese and Indian origin have emigrated 'i'f 

2.. , . 1:/e. al,1 know the Chinese and the Indians .emigrate all I..._ 

.I ?_ !‘3 . Many Chinese have emigra.ted from Chinese-ru:.' 

j q:,apore . So do they from China, .Hong. Kong and Taiwan :$; E 1. 

8.1r-ing the best of times. 

~ .. 

-. _' , The magazine 7Economist1 warned a.bout Malaysian Chin,:-:; 

:.:z!_ing their money out of the.. country. But Hong Kc:!~ 

I,t:jr;eze p Taiwan Chinese and Singapore Chinese are com~:~ 

:.l’to Nalaysia to invest millions more. -There is plenty f’ i. 

mqney.in Malaysia at the moment and interest rates are ~':_v' 

1-.,,17 _il’,\ . The movements of Malaysian Chinese and their morn.' 

:..:ve been going on all the time and they will continue to Y: 

.‘r irrespective of who the Prime-Ninis,ter is. 

\ 
” 

i ,11 Of late., there has been much talk of a trend towards c 

L_lctatorship in Malaysia,. These talks were started .; 

i: oole who lost in a bid, for leadership of the goverr.li :: 

’ c :?Ly. The losers have managed to paint a lurid picture 7:' 

_: Frime Minister as a. dictator In order to win support ?<I: 

i_ ‘~ j 2mselves. They succeeded ;and won a.by-electionrecently. 

_ ,._ 
3. / . What does this prove? Which dictatorship allows itsi- 

c LC be openly vili,fied and to lose elections? As far as - : 
-. 



known, dj.ctators who bother to hcld.elections invariably win 

with 99.9% of the votes cast in t5ei.r fa,vour. - 

18. The latest supyosg,d evj_< sri^,i‘: cited as proof that 

Malaysia is coming towards a dictatorship is the CT;:_ :'_.:zQ%Qy 

the King of the Lord Fresident of the Malaysian.Courts. 

Judges may not have been dismissed in Malaysia before. But 

many judges have been removed he;le in the US, in Canada, in 

Britain, in Sri Lanka and elsewhere -- some for involvement 

in polft;ics. 

19. The Malaysian Goverzxe~t has no power to remove a 

judge. Only judges sitting as'& _.. r'-~-l>~unal can recommend the 

removal of a judge to the King. In the recent case, six 

judges, including two from oLltr5de Malaysia, made up the 

Tribuylal. It is ridiculous to suggest that eminent judges, 

particul?r.;y filer?, foYe"i~Q coxtr~cz, would allow their names 

to be besmirched in order to prsrncte the interest of a Prime 

Minister of a forzign country. 

20. In the meantime, Malaysia is booming. The first half 

of 1933 shows a GDP growth of 9%. The much maligned 

Minister of Pl.nance is now descr'.bed as the architect of 

this m?:.nor economic miracle. Of co:lrse 9 the Prime Minister 

is still described as a p'.?od-" irate - -.-'a dictator bent on 

bankrupting the country. I do not mind who gets the credit 

and the pla.:.iits. What is impoztsnt Is that despite all the 
-. 
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nasty things said about Malaysia, it is stable, democratic 

and prosperous. 

21, Malaysia has a long proven track record. Those who' 

have been to Malaysia can vouch for its democratic 

principles and practices. Certainly we 

which country is3 However, if one 

objectively you will find that Malaysia 

progressive and a vibrant democracy. 

stay that way for a long, long time. 

are not perfect but 

looks at Malaysia 

is forward looking, 

And it is going to 

-A I 

WALA LUEIPUR, 
Ihb. Oktcjber; 19lJG (difelucrkan pa&z puke:' 3,;iO petang) 

-. 
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