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TI ME

Your Excellency Dr. Hel mut Kohl,

Chancel | or of the Federal Republic of

Cer many;

Excel | enci es;

Di sti ngui shed CGuests;

Ladi es and GCentl enen.

Allow me to express ny deep appreciation for your kind
words of wel come and the gracious hospitality that Your
Excel | ency and the CGovernnment of the Federal Republic of
Germany have accorded ne and ny del egati on since our
arrival .

2. | had been | ooking forward to naking this visit for

some time and am pleased to finally make it. | should
mention, however, that | amnot entirely a stranger to your
beautiful country, having been here on holiday several tines
many years ago and having also led two investnent m ssions.

3. CGermany, and the Rhine Valley in particular nmust be one
of the nost beautiful places in the world. It is perhaps

t hat beauty which has inspired the devel opment of your
culture as mani fested by the excellence of the Germans in
music, literature and phil osophy. Germany's post-war
rehabilitation and progress is a tribute to the indonitable
spirit, ingenuity and enterprise of her people. W in

Mal aysi a admire you and have much to | earn fromyour work
ethics, organisation and your pursuit of precision and
excel | ence

Your Excel |l ency,

4. | ampleased to note that the Federal Republic has
shown a keen awareness of the aspirations of the Ml aysian
peopl e and a positive appreciation of nmy governnent's
policies to realise them Qur economc relations have
steadily expanded particularly in the field of trade and

i nvestnment. Indeed, the Federal Republic is our nost

i mportant trading partner within the European Comunity.

5. Investnent by the Federal Republic in the manufacturing
sector in Mal aysia has steadily increased over the years and
today the Federal Republic is the sixth |argest foreign



i nvestor in Ml aysia. German entrepreneurs' conmntnent
reflects not only their confidence in the soundness of our
econom c policies but also testifies to the politica
stability of Ml aysia.

6. W are fully appreciative of the Federal Republic's
advocacy of the liberalisation of international trade. It

is inperative that the industrialised countries appreciate
the fact that nmarket access for our primary comodities and
our manufactured goods goes a | ong way towards strengthening
t he soci o-econom ¢ cohesi on of devel opi ng societies and hel p
cushion the cyclical depressions that they are subjected to.
The prosperity of such countries as Malaysia will contribute
to the prosperity of Germany and ot her devel oped countries
for then we can buy nore of your products.

Your Excel |l ency,

7. 1| wish to note with deep appreciation the val uabl e
contribution of the Federal Republic in the area of
techni cal assistance. W are hopeful that the existing
programe coul d be further expanded to areas essential to
Mal aysi a's i ndustrial progress.

8. One issue of considerable concern to ny gover nnment
however is the anti-tropical tinber canpaign which seens to
be nmore and nore vociferous. This canpaign is unworthy of
its laudable ains for it grossly distorts facts and is
discrimnatory in its objective. I w sh to enphasise here

t hat Mal aysi a has al ready undertaken effective neasures to
conserve its forest, inplement reafforestati on and devel op
conpensatory plantation progranmes along with a reduction of
felling rate to maintain its ecosystem W do not just see
trees; we are deeply aware of the woods and the need to
conserve them

Your Excel |l ency,

9. The recent Jakarta Informal Meeting involving for the
first time all the four Canbodian factions is a positive
devel opnent in the decade-old Canbodi an problem 1| also

wi sh to stress here that the Afghani stan nodel is not
applicable to the Canbodi an problemfor, inter alia, the

Af ghan accord did not address the question of politica
settlenent in the wake of the Soviet withdrawal. In our
view, the self-proclainmed unilateral wthdrawal of

Vi et namese troops by 1990 nust be directly linked to a
negoti ated settlement. | wish to express here our gratitude
for the support which the Federal Republic and the European
Communi ty have extended to ASEAN s efforts towards a
political solution to the Canbodi an probl em

10. | also wish to record our deep gratitude to your
government for having resettled some 3,500 Vietnanese
refugees in the Federal Republic. O |ate, we have reached
an understanding with the Government of Vietnamwhich is
prepared to accept the repatriation of those refugees in
Mal aysi a who are not qualified for resettlenment in third



countries and to prevent fresh exodus of boat people. W
are happy to note that Vietnamhas agreed to participate in
the Preparatory Meeting which Malaysia will host in Novenber
this year and the International Conference on the

I ndochi nese Refugees early next year. We trust all the
resettl enent countries would extend their whol e-hearted
support to ASEAN s initiative and make the Conference a
success.

Your Excell ency,

11. We are indeed encouraged by the advances in East-Wst
Rel ations particularly the reconciliation over fundanenta
differences on arnms control. The conclusion of the

I nt er nedi at e-range Nucl ear Forces (INF) Treaty has
positively enhanced the prospects for inproved East-Wst
rel ati ons and of disarmanment in Europe. W are convinced
that an agreenment to halve the strategi c weapons through
Strategic Arns Reduction Tal ks (START) would be a fitting
sequel to the INF Treaty, thereby vastly inproving the
prospects for international peace and security. W hope
that the Miutual and Bal anced Forces Reduction Tal ks woul d
make definite progress especially in the area of
conventional forces so that security and stability in Europe
coul d be achieved at |ower |evels of conventional and

nucl ear forces. We are very conscious that what happens in
Europe in the nuclear age will inpact on the whole world.

12. On the econonmic front we in ASEAN have followed with
great interest the European Community's efforts to reach the
hi ghest | evel of integration to becone a Single European
Uni on by 1992. Qur concern is that such maxi num

i ntra-regional scheme m ght produce a fortress Europe

per spective whi ch can underm ne further the already

limted market access for devel oping countries and divert
Europe's investnent to the community's | ow cost nenber
states with the result that the on-going efforts to pronote
greater European investnent in ASEAN would be in vain. It
is Malaysia's hope that the march towards 1992 will not
result in an inward-|ooki ng European Conmunity and that it
woul d remain committed to the liberalisation of globa
trade.

13. As a devel oping country which is increasingly dependent
on world trade, Malaysia is very supportive of the Uruguay
Round of Negotiations. W believe in strengthening the GATT
so that it can adequately respond to the changi ng pattern of
gl obal trade. Efforts nust therefore be made by al
Contracting Parties to achieve early progress in the U uguay
Round in dealing with trade restrictions and distortions.
Trade di sputes in agriculture in particular should not be
allowed to reach a point where they jeopardise all current
negoti ati ons. Ml aysia and for that matter all devel opi ng
countries do not only expect firm agreement on the
agricultural sector at the Md Term Revi ew Conference in
Montreal in Decenmber but al so hopes that denonstrable
progress will be made on as nmany fronts as possible,



including in particular, concrete results on trade in
tropi cal products.

Your Excel |l ency,

14. | amgratified to note that our exchange of views has
afforded ne a better insight into the Federal Republic's
stance on many a regional and international issue of nutua
concern. | trust that ny visit have al so focussed on sone
of the major issues of concern to us.

Di sti ngui shed CGuests,

Ladi es and CGentl enen,

15. May | nowinvite you to join nme in a toast to the
continued health of His Excellency Dr. Helmut Kohl, Federal
Chancel lor and to the everlasting friendship between

Mal aysi a and the Federal Republic of Germany.
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