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TI ME

Your Excel |l ency;

Honour abl e M ni sters;

Ladi es and Gentl enen.

It is indeed a great pleasure for ne to visit your

beautiful country. | would like to take this opportunity to
t hank Your Excellency for your kind invitation to ne to
visit Mauritius. | nust say | have been | ooking forward to

making this visit which | regret could not be made at an
earlier time. Nowthat | amhere it is my hope that during
our stay here nenbers of the Ml aysian Delegation and | will
be able to see as nuch of your country as possible. | also
hope that in the course of our deliberations, we will be
able to identify and explore possibilities for enhancing
political, economc and cultural co-operation between our
two countries.

2. Although our countries are separated by a vast ocean

t he di stance between us have now been bridged by the

[ aunching of the joint service between Air Mauritius and
Mal aysian Airlines. | hope with the |aunching of this air
servi ce between our countries it will facilitate

conmuni cati on between our peoples and | ead to cl oser and
enhanced rel ati ons between us.

Your Excel |l ency,

3. Qur two countries share common col oni al experi ences.
Both Mauritius and Mal aysia are made up of plural societies
in aracial, linguistic and religious sense. Qur
CGovernnments are equally committed to achi eving national
unity, rapid econonmic growh and a better quality of life
for our peoples.

4. Qur peoples' livelihood is dependent, to a |arge

extent, on the export of our primary comodities which is
constantly affected by fluctuations in price and uncertainty
in market access. W are often at the receiving end and
naturally feel being short-changed by the industrialised
countri es.

5. Both our countries wish to be | ess susceptible or
vul nerabl e to such sharp practices. The obvious thing to do
is to diversify our econom es by venturing into



manuf acturing and at the same time strengtheni ng our

services industry. Ml aysia on her part has sought, |ike
Mauritius, to build up her tourism shipping, aviation,
i nsurance and banki ng and financial sectors. | am confident

that we can share and pool our expertise in these fields for
our mutual benefit.

6. Having said all this, I wish to assure you, M. Prine

M nister, that we cone here with an open mnd to listen, to
candi dly di scuss and concl ude such understandi ngs as may be
mutual |y beneficial to our two countries. | trust that we
can proceed with our deliberations in a spirit of
friendship, trust and sincerity.
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