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TI ME

Your Excellency M. Poul Schluter

Prinme M nister of Denmark;

Excel | enci es;

Di stingui shed CGuests;

Ladi es and Gentl enen.

On behal f of the Government and peopl e of Ml aysia

allow nme to extend a very warm wel come to you and ot her

di stingui shed nenbers of your delegation. | amparticularly
delighted by your visit as it rekindles the many pl easant
menories that | had brought back with nme fromny last visit
to your beautiful country. Indeed, your return visit is a
cl ear denonstration of your expression of friendship towards
Mal aysi a. W reciprocate this whol e-heartedly.

2. It is ny sincere hope that you will have a pl easant

stay in Malaysia just as it is our pleasure and honour to be
your host. | look forward to the discussions which we wll
be having tonorrow which I believe will provide a clear

i nsight into our mutual and respective concerns, both near
and far. | would al so wel cone your views on bilateral and

i nternational issues that would hel p generate greater
cooperati on and understandi ng between our two countries.

Your Excell ency,

3. Abilateral visit of this kind is certainly a good
occasion to review the state of our relations. It provides
us with an opportunity to assess the progress nade as wel |
as the various shortcom ngs that need to be overcone to
further strengthen our bilateral relations. | nust say that
the climate of political cooperation that exist between our
two countries continues to remain good and heal thy. The

i nherent goodwi || on both sides engendered over the years
continues to find positive expression in the various
endeavours undertaken by our countries either bilaterally or
multilaterally.

4. | note that the record |l ow prices of comuodities
encountered over the past few years had brought about a
decline in value ternms of Malaysia's exports to Denmark

al t hough in quantitative terns the Danish market continues
to register increasing off-takes from Mal aysi a. Mal aysi a
hopes to over- cone the persistent trade deficit faced so as
to establish a nore bal anced trade relations with Dennark



It is also our hope to fully tap the growi ng potential of
t he Dani sh market and to devel op Denmark into a najor
distributing centre for Malaysia's exports to the Nordic
countries. | believe that cooperative efforts towards
realising these objectives would be a positive step in

i ncreasing the overall trade between our two countries.

5. Whilst various incentives have been offered by the

Mal aysi an Government, the growth of Danish investnents in
Mal aysi a has not reflected Denmark's real potential. | hope
an attitudi nal change could be effected by | eaders of the
Dani sh industry so that the quantum of Dani sh participation
and investnment in Malaysia could be significantly increased.
It is indeed in our interest to wel cone your capital and
technology just as it is in your interest to partake of the
benefits of our econon c devel opnent.

6. Notwithstandi ng the nodest bilateral economc

col l aborations, | amparticularly grateful to Denmark for
the positive attitude displayed in those areas of speci al
interest to Malaysia. Your technical assistance and credit
line facilities have been well received and beneficial to
us, for which we would |ike to express our appreciation
Simlarly, your steadfast opposition to the European

Conmmuni ty's proposed | evy on vegetable and marine oils and
fats is greatly appreciated by Ml aysia, as a mmjor producer
of palmoil. Ml aysia too recogni ses Denmark's positive role
i n absorbing sone of the refugees given first asylum by

Mal aysia. W are aware of the constraints and donestic
pressures encountered by your governnent on this matter but
woul d nevert hel ess appreciate Denmark's continued role in
hel ping to reduce the nunber of refugees that Ml aysia is
presently saddl ed with.

Your Excell ency,

7. 1| ampleased with the comonality of views that we have
over a wide range of international issues of interest to
both countries. O particular concern to us is the state of
East-West relations. W have a common need to exercise our

i nfl uence, however limted, in shaping the course of events
towards securing international peace and security.

8. The world has cone a |long way since the days of the
cold war. W recall the brinkmanship displayed during the
Berlin bl ockade and the Cuban missile crisis and how
relieved the world was when statesmanship won the day. The
guestion that faces us is whether the world today is any
safer than in the days of the cold war. Are the big powers
really sincere when they decided to renove and di smantl e
their internediate mssiles or are they nerely discarding
out of date weaponry in favour of nore lethal state of the
art weapons? Are we really heading for di sarmanent or
greater sophistication in the big powers' capacity for nass
destruction?

9. Wil st the superpowers grappled with their strategic



equations, seemingly in the interest of peace on earth, they
seemto be involved directly or indirectly in a nunber of
local conflicts. Wiile the countries of the Third Wrld

wel cone the INF treaty, we would like to reduce the proxy
wars fought on our soil. W have no wish to be destroyed in
order to prove which conventional weapon is nost effective.
W& want peace in order to devel op our countries and to give
a better life to our people.

10. If the environnent in Europe has seem ngly changed for
the better the environnent in Southeast Asia has not. The
end of the war in Vietnam should have brought peace to our
regi on. But unfortunately, Vietnam decided to invade
Kanpuchea. W are still searching for a conprehensive
political solution to this unnecessary and unfortunate state
of affairs. ASEAN wi || persevere and is appreciative of

t he support extended by Denmark to all its efforts.

Your Excel |l ency,

11. | trust your visit has afforded you the opportunity to
gauge at first hand the dynam cs of the social and econonic
engi neering taking place in Ml aysia. This onerous task has
to be undertaken by us because we had no control over our
popul ati on when we were colonised. Qur nultiracial

popul ation is by conparison to other sinilar popul ation
fairly harnoni ous. W woul d appreci ate greater understandi ng
of our problenms by our friends.

Ladi es and Centl enen,
12. May | now invite you to raise your glasses in a toast

to H's Excellency M. Poul Schluter and to the lasting
friendshi p between the peoples of Denmark and Ml aysi a.
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