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TI ME

Your Mpjesties;

Your Excel |l enci es;
Secretary- General Ranphal ;
Ladi es and Gentl emen.

Thi s has been for Malaysia and for nme a nonentous week,
a week of playing host to the distinguished | eaders of the
Commonweal th, who are al so | eaders of the world.

2. W have tried our very best to nmake not only the

Conf erence successful but your stay here confortable and
menor abl e. You have, as Secretary General Ranphal said,

hel ped us to pre-launch the 1990 Visit Ml aysia Year --

al beit unintentionally. W hope you, your spouses, and the
menbers of your del egation, have had a good experience
during your stay here.

3. The Conference itself has been nost enlightening for

me. It will be another 98 years before | can chair the
Commonweal t h Conference again -- and | am not sure whet her
will be the Prime Mnister then. | amafraid ny successors
are not going to like ne for stealing this once in a century
opportunity.

4. W have di scussed many things which are of the

greatest significance and concern to all of us and the
wor | d. Though we differed on sone points, largely we agreed
with each other. And we have really no differences as to
what we should do with a nunber of mutually hel pfu
activities which nmeans so nuch to the less fortunate of us
here.

5. This Conference is held at a nost interesting period in
the history of this world. Many changes are taking place
which will affect us all. Hopefully we will see a better
tonorrow. But tonorrow -- not the distant future -- but
tonorrow, we will sit for our final session, to discuss and
formal | y adopt the various programres and resol utions that
we have before us, and issue the final comruni que.

6. This Conference is nenorable also because it is the
last for our current Secretary-General -- Sir Shridath
Ranphal . Sonny has been the | ongest serving Secretary-
Ceneral of the nodern Commonweal th. OF course, there has



been only two so far but fifteen years in the service

of the Commonwealth is still a long tine, a hefty chunk of
a man's life. Some of us had hoped that he would continue
as Secretary-Ceneral for another term but he hinself felt
that the tinme has conme for soneone else to have this

si ngul ar honour.

7. Wth his going, goes also what sone have regarded as

al rost an institution. But Sonny will not be forgotten. He
has seen many Heads of Government cone and go and cone again
in sone instances. | nust thank himpersonally for the way
he persuaded ne to recognise the role of the Conmonweal t h
and to get Malaysia to be active again in it. Sonny can be
very persistent when he wants to, and persistence is a
virtue for the kind of post like the Secretary-General of

t he Conmonweal t h.

8. Sonny will not retire just yet. He will only be
relieved by Chief Anyaoku on July 1st. 1990. But this wll
be the last bi-yearly neeting of the Heads of Governnent
that he will attend as Secretary-Ceneral

9. | amsure that all of you want nme, on your behalf, to

wi sh himand Ms. Ranphal all the very best and to
congratul ate himon his sterling performance as Secretary-
Ceneral of the Conmmonweal th. As Chairman of this neeting, |
am particularly indebted to himfor his guidance, his little
notes and his whispered advice. | readily Ient himny ear
perhaps the only | oan that need not be repaid with interest,
in fact not at all.

10. W would like, I amsure, to congratulate and to

wel cone the Chief, that is Emeka Anyaoku, Deputy Secretary-
General since 1977, who has been el ected the new
Secretary-General. Wth his wealth of experience as a
mnister in the Nigerian Governnent and as a senior civil
servant in the Commonwealth for twelve years, Chief Anyaoku
is bound to be an asset to the organisation. I know him
well and | am sure, so do many of us here. W are glad that
wi th his unani mous el ection, the continuity of the
Secretariat will be maintained.

Your Majesties, Excellencies,
Ladi es and Gentl enen.

11. | should nmention here the officials and the mnisters

who had to stay up late in order to make sense of what the
Heads of CGovernnent had di scussed. Theirs is a behind the

scene activity which is hardly noticed. Yet w thout them

t he CHOGM woul d have nei t her begi nning nor end.

12. The press too has played their role. They reported the
goi ngs on and, in between, sone of themtook sw pes at sone
of us. It is a tenptation that they, like all those who

wi el d absol ute power, cannot resist. | say this with
trepidation for in the neo-feudalist world that we live in,
we should not be disrespectful of those who wield the rea



power .

13. While we were preparing for this Conference, | had

wi shed many tinmes that it had cone and gone. Tonorrow we
will be ending this Conference and much too soon we will be
sayi ng good-bye to you, the Heads of Government and your
spouses and retinues. There is a sadness which | feel deep
in me. Parting is such sweet sorrow. | have enjoyed your
conpany and the Conference. | w sh you can stay |onger to
see Mal aysia, its people, and its cultures. However, as
busy | eaders, you have no tine. But think of Ml aysia and
conme back again, at least for a holiday. Cone back to see
the friends you have made and the trees you have pl ant ed.
Langkawi and a thousand pl aces beckon you. You w |l not
regret playing MacArt hur.

14. Before | conclude, allow nme to recite a Ml aysi an
pantun or poem

CHOGM Mal aysi a tamatl ah kini,

Del egasi pul ang ke negara sendiri,

Sehi ngga berj unpa dua tahun nanti,

Har ap datang ke Mal aysia | agi .

Literally translated, it reads:

The CHOGM in Malaysia is nearing its end
The Del egations return to their
respective | ands,

Till we neet in two years ting,

We hope you will visit Ml aysia again.
(Poetic licence with apologies to the
Aussi es)

Your Majesties, Excellencies,
Ladi es and Gentl enen,

15. | wish you all a pleasant evening and a safe journey
hone. Thank you.
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