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TI ME

Your Excellency Ratu Sir Kam sese Mara;

Adi Lady Lal a Mara;

Excel | enci es;

Ladi es and GCentl enen,

It is with deep pleasure that my wife and | wel come you

M Prime Mnister and Adi Lala and nmenbers of your del eg-
ation to Malaysia. Your visit is a denonstration of the
warm and friendly relations existing between our two coun-
tries -- arelationship that is built upon a tradition of
mut ual trust and assi stance. Mal aysians recall wth appre-
ciation the courage and val our of Fijian soldiers fighting
al ongsi de our own in the Mal ayan jungles in the defense of
freedom and denocracy. Stemming fromthis invol vemrent there
exi sts deep affection and goodwi || anmong Mal aysi ans for
Fijians. My wife and | also recall with pleasure the warnth
and ki ndness with which you and the people of Fiji received
us when we visited Fiji in 1982.

2. Your visit provides an opportunity for us to discuss
substantive el ements of our relationship. This norning we
had a useful and productive exchange of views. | amconfi-
dent that the new thoughts and i deas that we explored to-
gether could help to provide additional dinmension to our

bilateral relations. On nmy part, | shall do ny utnost to
forge nore substantive and fruitful |inks between Ml aysia
and Fiji.

3. W have at present three Ml aysi an conpani es operating
in Fiji. Wth the new opportunities which your Government
are offering, | hope many nore of our businessnen would ven-
ture into Fiji. Al though the trade vol une between our two
countries is small, it is increasing. This positive trend
needs to be nurtured and encouraged. Wile urging Ml aysi an
busi nesses to venture into Fiji, | also welcone Fijian busi-
nessmen to explore opportunities avail able in Ml aysia.

Your Excel |l ency,

4. The world today is undergoi ng changes of major pro-
portions. New patterns of regional and international coop-
eration are enmerging. Nevertheless there are still serious
areas of discord which need to be tended to. Inequities
persist in the international econonmc systemand in trade.
Nurer ous ot her issues have been introduced that nake the re-
solution of such inequities nore difficult. G ven these



circunstances | believe there is a conpelling need for

cl oser cooperation anongst devel opi ng countries when facing
our comon chal | enges. Coordinated and concerted efforts
too have to be nmade to expand econonic relations anong the
devel opi ng countries. There is much we can | earn and bene-
fit fromeach other.

5. Malaysia is deeply conmitted to the concept of economc
and techni cal cooperation anong devel opi ng countries. Qur
hosting the first Summt of the Goup of 15 in Kuala Lunpur
and our continued involvenent in the Goup's activities tes-
tify to this commtnent. Another is Malaysia' s Technical
Cooperation Programmre (MICP). Wthin our nodest resources,
we would Iike to share the experience and expertise in de-
vel opnent acquired over the years which may benefit ot her
devel opi ng countries. | amhappy to note that the training
programes offered within this framework have been wi dely
utilised by the Governnment of Fiji. |I hope such training
could be usefully adapted to the needs of Fiji. If the
training we are providing to the Fijians is found to be use-
ful, it mght be possible to expand the programre to include
ot her areas not presently covered.

6. Wiile bilateral cooperation is decidedly inportant, re-

gi onal cooperation should not be neglected. The various
guestions raised by the dramati c changes in the econom c and
political scene world wi de could best be responded to in a
col l ective manner. W welcone initiatives and efforts in

est abl i shing di al ogue and cooperati on bet ween ASEAN and the
South Pacific Forumcountries. W are nei ghbours, a fact

whi ch many of us intellectually accept but very few are se-
ri ous enough to take advantage of. At the nonent, despite
our proximty, there is a |lack of substance in the relations
between the two regional groupings. In intiating and pro-
moting this interlocking network of cooperation between
ASEAN and the FORUM countries, it would be nore prudent to
[imt ourselves to the nore pratical projects that will con-
tribute to peace and prosperity in our area.

7. 1 note that Fiji has made inpressive strides both eco-
nom cally and politically. The econom c gains that accrue
fromthe Interim Governnment's pragmatic policies have re-
stored stability to Fiji. Mich of the progress |I believe is
due to Your Excellency's |eadership and wi se counsel. And
in nuch the sanme fashion, the new Constitution which was
promul gated recently will provide the foundation that the
nati on needs to progress futher

Your Excel |l ency,

8. You and I well know that in managing a multi racial na-
tion, a continuous bal ance has to be nmade in neeting the op-
posi ng demands of our different communities. Despite the
seem ngly intractable problens that confront us, very unique
opportunities are given to us to build a united nati on whose
people are proud to be its citizens. | believe the Fijians
will rise to the challenges ahead. | w sh Your Excellency
and all Fijians of whatever racial antecedents well.



9. Once again, allowne to reiterate how happy we are to

have you and Adi Lala as our guests. | am confident that
your visit will contribute to closer rel ations between our
two countries. | hope you and Adi Lala will have a npbst

pl easant stay in Ml aysia.
Di sti ngui shed guests,

10. May | nowinvite you to join ne in a toast to the Pres-
i dent, the CGovernment and the people of the Republic of Fiji
and to the continued friendship of our two countries and
peopl es.

Thank you.
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