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TI ME

I am pleased to be here this evening to officially
[ aunch what is the first international calibre photo book on
Mal aysia, that is "Ml aysia: Heart of Southeast Asia".

2. The successful conpletion of this photo book
denpstrates the contribution of the private sector in ef-
forts to promote the growh of Malaysia's tourismindustry.
The launching of this book is also tinely as Malaysia is
currently at the start of the Sixth Ml aysia Plan, which
recogni ses the inportance of tourismand its role in the
growm h of the national econony.

3. Malaysia is a very fortunate country as it is gener-
ously endowed not only with rich resources but also with a
very unique and varied flora and fauna. These in them
selves are strong factors for the healthy growh of the
tourist industry. However, there are still many nore other
attractions which remain to be discovered. In this context,
al t hough tourismin Ml aysia has had a | ate start conpared
wi th some of her neighbours, I think in many areas Mal aysi a
still has her conpetitive edge. It is, therefore, incunbent
upon us to determ ne the manner in which this resource can
be expl oited.

4. Many visitors are discovering that Ml aysia has a | ot

to offer - fromthe bustling city life to the tranquility of
the pal mfringed beaches, and to sone of the nobst spectac-
ular sights of nature. And tourismbeing a relatively young
i ndustry; we can learn fromthe | essons of other countries
how best to marry these assets to provide the tourists with
the holiday of their choice.

5. In recent years, tourismhas also proven to be a resil-
ient industry the world over. It is fast becom ng a key
econom c priority and its contribution as a foreign exchange
earner for both the government and the private sector is ev-
ident in the inprovenent in Ml aysia's services account of

t he bal ance of paynents. G oss receipts fromtourismgrew

by 24.5 per cent per annumduring the Fifth Ml aysia Pl an
peri od. Wthout doubt, the country has benefitted fromthe
concerted efforts to put Mal aysia on the internationa

touri smmap. The highly successful Visit Ml aysia Year

1990, and the accolades it received is the best illustration
of the public-private sector teamork.






