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TI ME

I wish you a very warmwel cone to Mal aysia. My fell ow

Mal aysi ans and | are honoured to have this opportunity to
host the Second M nisterial Conference of Devel opi ng Coun-
tries on Environnent and Devel opnent.

2. It is truly regrettable that despite two years of prep-
arations for the UNCED neeting, major issues and probl ens
have yet to be resolved. | was nade to understand that the
fourth and final UNCED Preparatory Conmittee Meeting, which
ended in New York earlier this month, was not quite satis-
factory in terns of conmtnent. Though there has been iden-
tifiable progress on sonme aspects there is, as yet, no

bal anced platter on the issues of environnent and devel op-
nent .

3. The financial issue renains unresolved. The South are
very di sappointed that the North is unwilling to respond ei -
ther in terns of quantum or other tangible conmtnents. If
the rich North expects the poor to foot the bill for a

cl eaner environnent, R o woul d becone an exercise in futil-
ity. It must be renmenbered the UNCED i s al so about devel op-
ment. There will be no devel opnent if the poor countries
are not allowed to extract their natural wealth. The only
way for themto devel op and yet avoid damage to the environ-
ment is for themto receive substantial material help. To
ask the poor to help the rich is against all human princi-
pl es of charity and fairness.

4. Also progress on this issue is conprom sed by the insis-
tence of the North that the @ obal Environnental Facility
(CGEF) be the sol e nechani smfor funding environnenta
projects within the franmework of decisions to be taken at
Rio, as well as for the Conventions on Cimate Change and
Bi ol ogi cal Diversity. The issue of governance is a critica
area under negotiation. If the GEF is to be another appro-
priate fundi ng nechanismafter Ri o, there nmust be a nmajor
transformati on of the GEF to nake it nore denocratic with
uni versal nenbershi p encouraged and access and di sbursenent
provi ded under agreed criteria.

5. It can be argued perhaps that the UNCED is too anbi -
tious for total neaningful agreenents to be achieved by the



time of the RRo Sutimit. Certainly, the issues involved are
extremely conpl ex and Heads of Governnent neetings cannot
resol ve conpl ex details. They, the Heads, do not nornally
negotiate the ternms of treaties or agreenents. They usually
endorse and formalise what has al ready been negoti ated by
their experts and officials and fine-tuned by their

m ni sters. The preparatory neetings are therefore nore cru-
cial than the cerenpnials of a Heads of Governnent neeting.
Failure at the preparatory stage will endanger the whol e ex-
erci se.

6. If we think the success of UNCED is debatable, then why
do we neet here? W neet here because the UNCED can be at

| east partially saved if the devel oping countries are able
to have a cl ear view of what to expect and what common stand
to take.

7. The basic reference point for the South would be the UN
consensus resol ution 44/228 which clearly signposted the ex-
pect ed gl obal package; a Wrld Charter of high declaratory

i mport; a gl obal progranme of action called Agenda 21; a
speci fic decision on additional financial resources to fund
Agenda 21; a decision on technology transfer at preferential
rates; a statenent of principles governing the managenent of
all forests and an intergovernnental institutional structure
to nonitor the followup to the UNCED. There was al so
agreenment that by the time of R o, negotiations for con-
ventions on COimte Change and Bi odi versity woul d have been
conpl eted. The success of the Rio Sunmit can only be neas-
ured given significant achievenents in all of these areas,
in the context of a gl obal package, not in terns of the ad-
vancenent of one issue and the neglect of another. An

i ntergovernmental institutional structure under the aegis of
the United Nations would be of no value if there was no rea
agreenment to all the critical issues above. For that matter
too, what use is there of an Earth Charter if there is no
real advance on the critical issues of finance and technol -

ogy?

8. In essence, the negotiations to prepare for R o reflect
the continuing attenpt by the South to bring the North to
the table to overcone over four decades of neglect on the
grow h and devel opment of the South. Fear by the North of
envi ronnent al degradati on provides the South the | everage
that did not exist before. It is fully justified for us to
approach it this way. Unless there is a sharing of the con-
trols in a broader based and nore denocratic control struc-
ture and a nore supportive econom c internationa
environnent, forever the playing field will not be a |evel
one. Forever will the South be at the bottom of the heap

9. Whether we like it or not the devel oped North, having
destroyed their heritage, will want to declare that what is
left intact in the devel oping countries also belongs to
them Consequently they are going to insist on having nore
than just a say in the managenent of these remaini ng ecol og-
ical assets of the world. And when the powerful North



speak, the voice of the individual devel oping countries wll
be drowned. It will be different if they speak together
with one strong voice in R o.

10. To illustrate this let us take the case of the |ogging
of tropical tinber. The devel oped countries have no trop-
ical forest but by involving environnental issues they w sh
to control the exploitation of forests in devel opi ng coun-
tries. W in Malaysia are fully aware of the role that the
tropical forests are playing in preserving the delicate bal -
ance in the environnent. W are aware too of the thousands
of species of flora and fauna that are to be found only in
our forests. W are aware that trees absorb carbon di oxide
and gi ve back the precious oxygen w thout which we will all
drop dead.

11. But we are also acutely conscious that we are a devel -
opi ng country which needs the wealth afforded by our for-
ests. W do not cut down our trees foolishly. W need
living space, we need space for agriculture, and we need the
nmoney fromthe sale of our tinmber. If it is in the interest
of the rich that we do not cut down our trees then they nust
conpensate us for the |loss of income. The denocratic North
talk incessantly of fair conpensation. They tell our work-
ers to go on strike for "fair" conpensation even if it de-
stroys our econony. Well, if we have to service the world's
need for oxygen, for ecol ogical bal ance, then we nust be
fairly conpensated. O else allow us our right to our tim
ber weal th.

12. But instead what have the North done? They | aunched a
boycott of our tinmber. They reason that if they do not buy
we will stop cutting our tinmber. It is so sinple that is,

if you can ignore the hundreds of thousands of people whose
lives depend on the tinber industry, and if you can ignore
the | oss of Covernnent revenue with which we subsidise and
support our people, particularly the poor. Wat the North
is doing is not just to preserve the forest but to nake

Mal aysi ans pay for it. Is this equitable?

13. Yet the extraction of tinber can easily be reduced

wi t hout making us pay for it. If the rich will pay twce
the price, logging can be reduced by half. It is as sinple
as that.

14. They say nost of the noney in the tinmber industry is
made in the rich North. Malaysia gets very little fromthe
export of raw |l ogs. So why export tinber? W agree en-
tirely. But the solution is not to stop |ogging but to re-

| ocate the processing industries to Malaysia so that we can
earn nore added val ue. W can then cut down even | ess trees
wi t hout | osing inconme. The boycott of Ml aysian tinber wll
hel p nothing. Indeed, if our tinber is of no value to us,
we nmight as well cut down the trees for fuel and rel ease
land for agriculture.

15. Once upon a tine this planet was al nbst conpletely cov-



ered by forests. W are told that the deserts under which
vast reservoirs of petroleumare found were once swanps and
tropical forests. If we sincerely believe in equity and
burden sharing, why not reafforest the deserts of the world
and the vast farnms in Europe and America which produce
subsi di sed food the world does not need? If you can draw up
ground water to build exclusive golf courses in the deserts
of California, if you can create huge lakes in the niddle of
the desert on which to build |luxury hotels, can you not use
the sane technique to water the desert and reafforest it?
New tropical forests can be recreated conplete with the
flora and fauna transplanted fromour tropical forests. Wy
shoul d only the people in the tropics harbour disease-
bearing insects for the world?

16. W& do not want to obliterate all our deserts, of

course. One cannot know what disaster will followif we do
this. But the farns of Europe and Anerica which were hacked
fromthe hard and soft wood forests of yesteryear and which
today produce food inefficiently, can very well be returned
to their pristine condition. The planting material, the
technol ogy and the experts are all available to nake this
proj ect a success.

17. Let it be remenbered always that it is not only the
tropi cal trees which can absorb carbon di oxi de and gi ve out
oxygen. All trees, including those in tree estates, do the
job equally well.

18. Many tropical trees possess nedicinal properties and
nmust therefore be preserved. Again it is the rich who bene-
fit because they have the technology to extract and to iso-
| ate the active substance. Are the poor tropical countries
expected to preserve their forests for the rich to exploit
through their mastery of the science? What conpensations
are being considered in return? In the negotiations for a
Convention on Biodiversity, the North have not been forth-
com ng on proposals for joint research in gene-rich coun-
tries to benefit from bi otechnol ogy. As things stand the
poor may not extract tinber and wealth fromtheir own forest
because the North would like to gain financially fromthe
medi cal potentials of the tropical trees.

19. Last year vast tracts of forests in |Indonesia caught
fire and burned for nmonths. The whol e of Ml aysia was cov-
ered in haze. Mdre than | ogging, forest fires destroy ev-
erything. Nothing is left. Trees, animals, insects, and
even humans are exterm nated.

20. If the tropical forests are so precious to the
erstwhile environnmentalists then the fire should cause
greater alarmanong themthan the controlled extraction of
ti mber. Governnents and NGOs shoul d have rushed to put out
the fires. But there was not a squeak. The excuse was t hat
they were not asked. Were they asked to agitate against

| oggi ng? Yet they nounted a nassive canpai gn agai nst | og-

gi ng.



21. Alot can be done to prevent and fight forest fires.

The rich have spy satellites to locate the fires precisely.
They have sophisticated and expensive fire-fighthing equip-
ment. They have experts who can put out even the raging

i nfernoes of Kuwait. But they did nothing to save the for-
ests they claimto |l ove so nuch. W cannot be blamed if we
thi nk the camnpai gn agai nst tropical tinber is because they
conpete too successfully with the tenperate climate tinber.
Tropi cal tinber destroyed by fire pose no threat to the sale
of tenmperate climate tinber but carefully | ogged tinber do.
So the forest fires are ignored while bitter condemation is
directed at the | ogging of tropical forests.

22. \Wen the anti-tropical tinmber campaign did not attract
sufficient attention, a human face was added to it. The
Penans are a gentle | aw abi di ng peopl e nunberi ng about ten
t housand. They are originally shifting cultivators and
hunters. But sone ni ne thousand of them have al ready set-
tled down on permanent farnms or as wage-earners. Only one
t housand are still in the jungle. If they should choose to
stay in the forests, it is a choice which the governnent
wi Il respect but this choice nust be well considered. This
choi ce nust not be a part of the North's anti-tropical tim
ber canpai gn.

23. The anti-tropical tinber activists see in the Penans an
opportunity to put a human face to their canpaign for
tenperate tinber. And so the gentle Penans are urged to be
mlitant, to protest, to erect blockades, and defy the au-
thorities.

24. Stop neking an issue of the Penans. Pronote tenperate
tinmber if you nust but accept conpetition by tropical tim
ber. You advocate open narkets and free trade. Now live up
to your own creed. Stop linking trade and aid to devel opi ng
countries with environnental issues. Stop armtw sting.

25. On the other hand let us work together to protect and
resuscitate the environnent. C ose down inefficient farns
and polluting industries and reafforest the | and rel eased.
Move the processing of primary products to devel opi ng coun-
tries so as to maxi m se their devel opnent. Hel p reafforest
the deserts in the rich as well as the poor countries.
Organi se and coordi nate the prevention and fight agai nst
forest fires worldw de. Pay nore for tropical tinber.

26. These are all positive things that can be done if there
is sincerity in the canpaign to preserve tropical forest.

27. The canpai gn against tropical trees is a clear case of
an opportunistic use of the environnental issues. If not
for opportunismthe energy of the environnmentalists can be
rewardi ngly focused on other pollutants. Take the CFCs and
the spray-cans. There are many non-pol | uti ng ways of spray-
i ng. Use bi odegradabl e vegetabl e oil-based plastics instead
of petrol eum based plastics. Reduce the use of fuel oils in



transportation and el ectric generation. Al ow reasonabl e
hydro-el ectric projects to go on

28. Stop the use of nuclear fuels for power. Above al
outl aw t he manufacture, storage and use of nucl ear weapons.

29. If the environment is going to be cleaned, those nost
responsible for polluting it must act. 80 percent of the
pollution is due to activities in the industrially devel oped
North. They nust first clean up their backyard. Their NGOs
shoul d stay at honme and apply pressure on their own CGovern-
ments, their industrialists and their mlitary |eaders.

30. The devel opi ng countries nmust of course do their bit
too. The first thing is for themto come together to debate
on a conmon stand. Let there be no break in our ranks when
we tal k about the environnent. We will share the burden
strictly in proportion with our cul pability and our capac-
ity. By no nmeans can we accept that we sacrifice our devel -
opnment in order that the rich and the powerful can enjoy
ever inproving standards of living. Indeed, it is the rich
who nmust be prepared to sacrifice their progress in the in-
terest of our devel oprent.

31. W have a heavy responsibility to ensure that the
Sout h- Sout h cooperation is effective in the area of environ-
ment and devel opnment. The South mnust identify specific
areas of cooperation and interaction, particularly in
forestry, technol ogy transfer and sound environnmental man-
agenent. The South nmust set an exanple of international co-
operation and evenhandedness as its own contribution to
UNCED. It is also inmportant that we continue to consult

wi th each other in the post Ri o period.

32. | sincerely hope that the historic opportunity at Rio
will not be wasted. Rio can be the occasion to take inpor-
tant historic steps for a true global partnership. The

Sout h has suffered enough. It is wong that we should be
made scapegoats for the past sins of the North. The South
cannot remain the repository of the resources for the North
including locking up its forest to serve as the global green
lung and its genetic resource |aboratory. The North nust
hel p the South to develop for it is in their environnental
econom ¢ and security interest that they do so.

33. Freedomis a comodity nuch touted by the North. We
beti de any country in the devel oping world whi ch does not
grant freedomto its citizens. Yet the North consider it
right and proper to deprive the people in the devel opi ng
countries of their freedomto exploit their own natura
weal th. I n canpai gning against tropical tinber and in boy-
cotting it, they are denying us our freedomto make a |iv-
ing, to extract what little wealth we have, and to free
oursel ves from hunger, disease and poverty. How can they
still talk of freedomwhen it is they who deprive us of
freedon? When we achi eved i ndependence we thought we woul d
be free. But the North is still subjecting us to inperial



pressures. The | ate Indonesian President Sukarno was right
when he tal ked of Neo-col onialism

34. Devel oprment and econom c growt h cannot but be acconpa-
ni ed by sone undesirable effect on the environnent. Wile

t he devel oped countries had al ready damaged fully their en-
vironnent, this is no reason for preventing devel opi ng coun-
tries fromseeking to develop. If environmental damage is
to be mnimsed, then the devel oped countries must be pre-
pared to subsidise the cost. If the cost of devel opnent is
hi gher because of present environnental considerations then
t he devel opi ng countries of today are being unfairly
penal i sed. This i s unacceptabl e.

35. Malaysia would like to propose to the world comunity a
conpr ehensi ve environmental | y beneficial programre involving
the greening of the world. As a first step, we call upon

the gl obal comunity to target at |east 30 percent of the
Earth's terrestrial area to be greened by the year 2000.

The worl d now has 27.6 percent of its |and under forest
cover and we need only increase this by 2.4 percent over the
next eight years. This is clearly not an unreasonable tar-
get. Al nations nust set national greening targets and

t hose whi ch have no suitable | and nust contribute adequate
funds to devel oping countries with avail abl e | and.

36. The North, in particular, should not find this diffi-
cult because it has the funds, the technology and the re-
sources. They can divert the subsidies for their

inefficient farns towards a nassive reafforestrati on of
these farml ands instead. No new funds are therefore

needed, and yet the result will be a greener and bi gger car-
bon si nk.

37. As for Malaysia | wi sh to announce that the Gover nment
of Mal aysia undertakes to ensure that at |east 50 per cent
of our land area will remain permanently under forest cover.

38. | call upon the world conmunity to urgently establish a
@ obal Fund to support this global greening target. The
Fund woul d serve to finance reforestation and afforestation
programmes as well as forest rehabilitation and mai nt enance.
Contributions to the fund shoul d be based on the popul ati on
weal th, and the ability to nmeet greening targets as well as
ot her relevant factors. Countries which have |evels of car-
bon di oxi de em ssions that exceed a defined threshold should
pay on the basis of an agreed schedul e. However nothing in

t hese proposal s nust conpronmi se the principle of the sover-
eign right to devel opnent.

39. The greening of the world will hopefully inspire a new
spirit of international cooperation and partnership in which
gl obal resources are fairly shared. If successful we would
have sol ved at |east partially an inportant environnenta
probl em

40. For our part, Ml aysia has undertaken a nunmber of neas-



ures towards ensuring a cleaner and heal thier environment.
These include the creation of awareness anong the peopl e and
towards this end we have prepared a video filmentitled "An
Initiative for the Geening of the Wrld" which reflects

Mal aysia's commitment and desire for a greener world. This
video filmw |l be shown to you shortly.

41. 1 wish you all a successful neeting and | hope that
your stay in green Kuala Lunmpur and greener Malaysia will be
a pl easant one.
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