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TI ME

Your Excellency Dr. Haned Kar oui

Prinme Mnister of Tunisia,

Excel | enci es;

Di sti ngui shed guests;

Ladi es and Gentl enen.

May | take this opportunity to express ny sincere

t hanks for the very warm wel come extended to ne and nenbers
of nmy del egation since our arrival in Tunis this norning.
My wife and | are indeed delighted to be here in this pic-
turesque city of Tunis. | have been | ooking forward to

this visit to renew nmy acquai ntance with you, M. Prine

M nister, to get to know your beautiful country and people
and explore ways in which our two countries could be brought
cl oser together.

2. 1 recall ny first neeting with you, M. Prine Mnister
during the recent Non-Aligned Summit in Jakarta during which
we agreed to take steps to strengthen rel ati ons between

Mal aysi a and Tuni sia. Qur two countries have much in com
nmon. W bot h had experienced col oni al dom nation and

achi eved i ndependence about the same time -- Tunisia in 1956
and Mal aysia in 1957 and started on an active course of na-
tion building and econom c devel opment. W both share a
common faith in Islamand are today active nenbers of the
Organi sation of Islamc Conference (OC). W al so share
simlar views on major international issues and cooperated
actively in the United Nations and the Non-Aligned Myvenent.
It is our hope that this visit to Tunisia and the dis-
cussions we have had with you and ot her Tunisian | eaders
will provide the stimulus for the expansion of relations be-
yond the existing contacts at international conferences and
the occasional visits between officials of both countries to
somet hing nore tangi bl e, such as specific cooperation in
projects that are nutually benefici al

Your Excel |l ency,

3. Being devel oping countries commtted to the upliftnment

of our peoples' standard of living and wel fare, Ml aysia and
Tuni si a have enbarked on rapi d econom ¢ devel opnent and
noder ni sati on of our respective econom es. Both our coun-
tries are diversifying our economes in order to reduce our
dependence on traditional export products. In the case of

Mal aysi a, we have successfully transfornmed our econony from
one depending on traditional commodities |ike rubber, tin



and palmoil, to that in which manufactured goods, electron-
ics and petro-chemicals play inportant roles. Ml aysia to-
day is a major exporter of electrical appliances,
air-conditioners, television sets and el ectrical conponents.
This transformati on and devel opment of our econony offer
vast opportunities for trade and investnent between our two
countries. Malaysia and Tunisia today are in a position to
supply each other with many of their requirenments for spe-
cific itens of manufactured goods and nachi nery produced by
their respective manufacturers. | see an enornous potenti al
to boost our bilateral trade.

4. In order to better exam ne the opportunities for in-
creased trade between our two countries, | have brought with
me a small group of Ml aysi an busi nessnen who, in the next
two days, will establish contacts and di scuss possible trade
deals with their Tunisian counterparts. | wel come recipro-
cal visits from Tuni si an busi nessnen to Mal aysia. | am con-
fident that with the Bilateral Paynments Arrangenent and the
Trade Agreenent that were signed between our two countries,
bilateral trade will increase in the years to cone.

Your Excel |l ency,

5. The need to strengthen econom c rel ati ons between de-

vel opi ng countries has made Sout h- Sout h cooperati on even
nore necessary and urgent. This is particularly true in the
light of several changes taking place recently. The atten-
tion paid by the rich industrialised North to the economc
reconstruction of Eastern Europe and the forner Soviet Union
means that |ess attention will be paid to the devel opi ng
countries of the South. The deadl ock in the U uguay Round

of multilateral trade negotiations under GATT and the emer-
gence of trade blocs with protectionist tendencies, such as
NAFTA and t he European Single Market, would put devel opi ng
countries which depend exclusively on the North for their
markets at a great disadvantage. Lately, issues of the en-
vironnent, human rights and intellectual property becone

val id excuses for the North to erect trade barriers against
t he Sout h. Against such a scenario, South-South cooperation
of fers an excell ent avenue for defending the economc inter-
ests of devel opi ng countries.

6. | have just returned fromthe Sumrt Meeting of the
group for South-South Cooperation and Consultation, also
known as the Goup of 15, in Senegal, where several issues
af fecti ng Sout h- South and North-South rel ati ons have been
di scussed. It was agreed that further efforts should be
made to encourage and expand Sout h- South cooperation. | am
happy that a project initiated by Malaysia, that is the
South I nvestnent, Trade and Technol ogy Data Exchange Centre
(SITTDEC), the aimof which is to provide information and
data regarding trade and investnent opportunities avail able
in menber countries, is now operational. It is our hope
that Tuni sia woul d consider joining SITTDEC and benefit from
its services.

7. Apart from enhancing bilateral trade between us, other



areas of cooperation should also be identified, for Ml aysia
and Tuni si a possess expertise in different fields of science
and technol ogy. W note the excellence of the Tunisian in-
stitutions of higher |earning where Ml aysi an students coul d
pursue their studies in Islamand other professional fields.
Tuni si an students could also enrol in our institutions of

hi gher | earning, such as the International Islamc Univer-
sity in Kuala Lunpur which offers courses in various disci-
pl i nes.

Your Excel |l ency,

8. W have followed with deep admiration the active role
that Tuni sia has played in international diplomacy, in par-
ticular your efforts to bring about peace, stability and
prosperity in your region. As a nenber of regiona

organi sati ons such as the Arab | eague and the Arab Maghreb
Uni on, you have contributed your ideas and resources to re-
gi onal devel opnent. You have al so played an active role in
pronoting cooperation and solidarity anong |Islamc nations.
Tunisia's resolute stand in helping fellow Islam c countries
and its readiness to work for peace and stability between
nations is indeed | audable. An exanple is your unqualified
support for the just struggle of the Pal estinian people in
realising their inalienable rights to an independent home-
land. This is a position that Ml aysia fully shares.

9. As a country which respects international |aw and no-
rality and as Muslins, we abhor the policies of genocide and
"ethnic cleansing' perpetrated by the Serbs on Bosni ans. W\
salute Tunisia's steadfast stand on this issue and pl edge to
work together with you to end the aggression and atrocities
conmitted agai nst the Bosni ans.

Your Excel |l ency,

10. It is ny earnest hope that ny visit today will open a
new chapter in Tunisian-Mlaysian friendship, firmy based
on nutual goodwi Il and understanding and | eading on to
greater interactions in the field of econom c devel oprent.
On our part, we welcome this opportunity to rectify the
caprices of history and set our future destinies on a path
of greater convergence.

11. Allow ne to express nmy gratitude to you once again, M
Prime Mnister for your friendship and the generous hospi -
tality extended to ne, ny wife and nenbers of mny del egation
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