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Mr President, 

I would like to join the other speakers in extend 

congratulations to His Excellency Ambassador Samuel R. Xnsan< 

his election as the President of the 48th Session of the 

Nations General Assembly. Your election to the important of 

the President of the General Assembly is an honour to your cc 
with whom Malaysia enjoys warm and friendly relations. Wii 

experience and ability, I am confident that you will discharl 

responsibilities well and lead this august assembly to a suc( 

conclusion of its work. 

2. I would also like to express my appreciation o -, 
predecessor H.E. Mr. Stoyan Ganev, who discharged his dutil 

dedication and earnestness, and successfully guided the eff' - , 

revitalising the work of the General Assembly. 

’ %Ir. President, 
, .\ 

3; May I also kake this opportunity 'to welcome on bet 

Malaysia six countries which have joined the United Nation! 

last fall - Andora, Czech Republic, Eritrea, Monaco, 

Republic and the Republic of Macedonia. Their membership wou I. 

in strengthening the United Nations and in executil 

increasingly complex role inthemaintenance of in&rnatj.ona 

and security, and the promotion of international . et 

cooperation. 

Mr. President, 
I 

4. Malaysia is a developing third world' country. We I 

aacording to the stereotypical western concept of a third 1 
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country, be politically unstable, administratively incompet nt and 

economically depressed. 
t 

5. But we are not quite typical. We have actually made pr$ress. 

We are quite stable despite a multi-racial time-bomb we kkl$erited 
8’ 

from our colonial past. We are fairly competent in the 3mr 
- 

our affairs, Such is our progress that we actually cant 

building buildings which should be the preserve of our bet 

Fins ,of 

Implate 

!ers. 

., 

6, And we dare to speak our minds. 

7. These ark unforgiveable sins and we are reminded eve 

that we should not be ;oo ambitious. We are told t: 

achievements are temporary, that next year we would go the _, 
their preconceived third world countries. Of course last 1 

the years before we were toad the same. But so far we h 

obliged. We are however'humbly aware that nothing is per 

Our .detractors may yeLprove right. 

a. That we do well and are not in dire need of their deve 

aid is apparently not praiseworthy. Yet, when other de\ 

countries perform badly they are chastised and told to do 

or they would get no more aid or loans. 

9, But we will soldier on. We reably should not care abc 

is said of us. Unfortunately these negative remarks make I.: 

much more difficult for us. , 
. 

10. We need,foreign investment. To have them we need a rey 

for stability, competence and predictability. But when ir 

" are told repeatedly that we are about to explode in 
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Aolence, etc., they are likely to invest elsewhere. Of 

what is said about us is untrue, lies. But these people app 

subscribe to the dictum, that a lie repeated often enough 

bel.ieved. 

Mr. President, 

11. We care for the well-being of our people. we want to 
so as to give them a reasonable standard of living. But we ___-- 

If the powerful nat 

even if they say 

unduly suspicious, that we have an v-d sense of 

importance, etc. We can be belittled but we will cant 

speak the truth, _ , 
- 

12. Here at the U.N. we will say what we feel we should s 

' tcourse the controlled "jZree" Western media will not'publ 

But the few here wiJ1 bear us. In any case it is what we 

that counts with us. We can do without Western approval. 
T_~ 

Mr. President, 

13. Four or five years ago the world was celebrating the ixm 

collapse of the "Evil Empire". The Union of Soviet SC 

Republic was still intact-then, but all indications were 

had given up the fight; that it was coming to terms with i 

adversaries, the'countries of'the Western so-called Free Wox 

that the Cold Wak was drawing to a close.' 

14, Peace was breaking out all over .the wdrld and there w 1s much 

talk of ltpeace dividendsl*. The arms race would end, there 91 xald be 
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nuclear disarmament, and as. the saying goes, the guns w ld be 

turned into ploughshares. A brave new world would erge: 

equitable, just and prosperous. 

terror and no poverty or starvation. 
f 

There would be no oppress on, no 

15, Everyone would embrace democracy and the market 

transiting from authoritarian rule and command economy 

hitches. And a global policeman would see to it that every 

stay in line or face the consequences. There was no 

good things that would make up the '*peace dividends", 

16. It would be wrong to say that there were no "peace dil 
-, 

at all -- the Iran-Iraq War, the Soviet occupation of Afghi 

the war in Cambodia, some of the Central American wars, and 
. . 

violent Palestinian-Israeli confrontation and South I 

apartheid; these did get resolved, partially or complete1 

the world has not become a safer or a better place for 

many. , .t 
. . 

17. The Soviet Union did not just become democratic practj 

of free trade, working with the good guys for a better WON 

broke up into a number of republics, and Russia has 

dangerously unstable and ungovernable. The respectsc 

reformer of Perestroika and Glasnost fame has'been ous 

disgraced and has been replaced by another who seems to 

better. . 

18. The %vil tipire" is no more. But the price in hume 

and displacement of people is very high. And the price j 

being paid. 
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19. In Georgia, Moldavia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Tajikista , 

T 

much 
destruc$ion and many killings.have taken place and are still,taking 

place. The ,old economic structure has been destroyed, but he new 
'Y. 

one is far from being in plaoe. Chaos, bloody chaos, prev 
I 

many places. , 
- 

20, * Far from achieving universal peace the world is treat& tn a 

spectacle of unparalleled brutality ,by the Serbs in osnia- 

Herzegovina. In many countries of Europe fascism has .onc4 again 

St%ed its ugly head, Houses are torczhed and people burhed to 

death. And.the voters actually approved. 

21. During the Cold War days the protagonists tried con&a tly to 

provoke uprisings against Governments of the countries th y were 

opposed to. They would provide financial and material help f nd the 

promise that they would 

,, $zylum. 

l 22.. With the collap& 

expected help when they 

established democratic 

independence for their 

protect these rebels or provide th with 
. 

of the comunist. bloc, the people there 

overthrew their Communist Governme \ts 

1 

and 

free market societies or they sought 

countries. In some instances the 
yi 

found 

their expectations justified. The Slovenes and the Croats 

the full support of the 33uropeans and were 

nations. But the Iraqi Kurds and the Bosnians 

thought wrong. It is oniy coincidental 
communities. 

23. The most tragic case is that of Bosnia-Herzegovina. Th 

of the Muslims is that they wish for a 

heterogenous state. They were viciously 

openly declared that they were and are doing this to ensu 

Europe remains Christian. They are not prevented by the Eurd@ans. 

i. 

. 
< 
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24. The cruelties committed by the Serbs defy imagination. 

case, which caused' officials in one of the powerful count 

the West to resign in protest over their Government's passi 

six year-old child was repeatedly raped in front of her mot 

not only had to watch but was prevented from giving any he1 

the, little child died after two days of exposure. 'fiPJ_ 
QLr\FQ ~~ UL-q-) - 

25. This is not an isolated incident. Muslim women, old an 

and little girls were raped, ~brutalised and killed by the 

thousands at the hands of the Serbs and now the Croats. 

26, Hundreds of 

some two million 

and vill,ages. 

thousands of Muslims have died and are dy 

have been" forced to flee from their burnin 

- , 

27. And what do the erstwhile champions of freedom and de: 

, do? They actually prevented the victims from defending them 

Instead they try to force the victims to accept the parti, 

and surrender of their territories which had been etm 
< 
cleansed by the Serbs’ and Croats. Thus are the rapir 

msrers to be rewarded? Only the most gullible will 

believe that the vociferous champions of freedom and democra 

risk their necks for other pmple's freedom and democracy. 

Mr President, 

28. Malaysia would like to record its satisfaction ot; 

acceptance of Malaysian troops to servi3 in the U.N. for 

Bosnia-Herzegovina. We regret, however, the exclusion of 
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29. Malaysians are prepared to serve under whoever is appoi 

the U.N, in Bosnia-Herzegovina. We hope that our troops * 

well-supported. We will not protest if the U.N. de& 

increase pressure on the Serbs, including mounting a m 

offensive, provided due preparat&ons are made. 

r-% President, 

30. When we add tip, the "pea&e dividends" accruing from the 

of the Cold War have not been, really substantial. If at a 

debit side is much bigger than the c.z%dit side._Thez 

example is the reneging on the much needed development ass 
to poor developing countries., 
L - 

31. Still when drawing up the balance sheet from the ending 

Cold War, one cannot but highlight two significant items 

, iredit side. The recent signins of the PLO-Israeli peace ag 

and that between black_q and whites in South Africa must be rl 

86 the biggest achievements of the .post Cold War : 

Admittedly there is still a great deal to be negotiated 

justice can be rendered to all sides and before true peace : 

permanent. But the most crucial obstacles are over. 

32. I would like to congratulate all the parties concerl 

their good sense and their boldness. The extremists on hot: 

will not be happy. There'will be more violence. But I i 

those who are for 'peace and good sense will be as brave 'in p 
I 

they have been int.war. . 

33. I commend these acco,r& to thie good people of Nt 

Ireland. It is brave not to surrender even one inch. But i 

real bravery to compromise. 
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Mr President, 

34. One may well ask why in the face of the much-pul 

failure of the U,S-sponsored peace talks between the PLO 

Israeli, there should be this sudden break-through? The al 

to be found in the press statements. Good sense cannot 
when the media demands that statements be made by each and ( 

before and after each negotiating session. The negotiat 
forced to make public stands, to demonstrate how tough they 

how they will not give in even an inch. Having made these 

they were not able to accommodate good sense anymore. 
-, 

35. In the peace talks in Norway there was no press. A 

sense was able to prevail. There is this great derr 

principle about the need to.know. Do we all really need 
every detail of every negotiation? Does every Israeli set 

Caza’ strip Arab, or for that matter every Tom, Dick and H 

every part of the' kbrld need to know everything abc 

negotiations? Must Palestinians continue to be killed and 

homeless because everybody needs to know what was said by 

36. . . . . 
) This need for trwi, ?Axz z&ght to xU&mxtm 

invention of those who want to make money from- the infa 

industry. We should know about the bestiality of the -Sl 

Bosnia so we may react. But this knowledge is largely den 
On the other hand, we are shown this parade of negotiate: 

peace conference..day in and day out. Can the average 

anything worthwhile because he has seen the daily TV repor 
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Hr. President, 

37. We live in the Information Age. There has been and the 

continue to be an unending kxplosion in the field of inio 

technology. 

38. Today we can sit in our homes and watch and hear a wa 

is being fought; witness with eyes and ears a beauty contes 

is being judged and look at bugs under a microscope as it 

Via the TV screen. We see all these as they are, where t 

without a second's delay. 

39. We can watch murder a% $t is being committed, in all t 

details. And we can be shocked by it. But then we can als 

Michael Jackson doing- his Qoo&walKn even as mass murC 

ma6sacres of the most brutal kinds are being committed at th 

,, Foment. 

40.. What we see ani'h‘ear and witness, Wr President, is WI 

media decide we should see and hear and witness. If the 

wants us to be shocked by the massacre, it can broadcasl 

details of that massacre. But if it chooses to broadcast I 

Jackson at the time the massacre was taking place, we I 

stomping our feet in total enjoyment. 

Mr. President, 

41. Clearly the people who decide what we should see and he 

terrible power. They can have us dancing in the streets 4 
. 

can have us rioting in the streets with firebrands in our 

burning, looting and killing. 
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