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TI ME

Your Excellency M Chuan Leekpai

Prinme M nister of Thail and,

Di sti ngui shed CGuests;

Ladi es and GCentl enen;

May | express mny sincere appreciation to Your

Excel  ency and to the Governnent of Thailand for the warm
wel cone and generous hospitality accorded to ne and ny
delegation. It is a great pleasure for me to be in Bangkok
a city whichremains always vi brant and enchanting. The
conti nuously changi ng Bangkok skyline is a reflection of

t he remarkabl e econom c progress that Thail and has been
achi evi ng.

2. | certainly welcone this opportunity to visit Thail and
and neet your Excellency again, having had the privil ege of
pl ayi ng host to you and menbers of your del egation in Kual a
Lunpur |ast January. This visit will provide me with the
opportunity to exchange views with you on inportant

subj ects of mutual interest to both our countries. W had
very good discussions in Kuala Lunmpur. W have again had
very fruitful consultations and exchange of views earlier
today. | look forward to nore consultations between the
two sides duringthe course of this visit in the comobn
effort to expand rel ati ons between our two nei ghbourly
countri es.

Your Excel |l ency,

3. Wien we net sone seven nonths ago, you and | noted

wi th profound satisfaction the excellent cooperation

bet ween Mal aysia and Thailand in a wi de range of fields.

But we al so agreed that nore could be done to enhance our
bil ateral cooperation. The broad areas of cooperation under
t he purview of the Joint Conm ssion and the General Border
Conmittee are generally going on very well. In many

i nstances they nmanifest the trust and confi dence Ml aysi a
and Thailand place in each other. They are a product of

| ong-standing friendship, built upon the deep-rooted spirit
of good nei ghbourliness. W do, however, encounter problens
in our relations off and on. But I am confident that we can
overcone those problens, relying upon the same spirit of
friendshi p and good nei ghbourliness that has guided us in
our relations in the past.

Your Excel |l ency,



4. During our discussions |ast January, we agreed that

nore efforts should be undertaken on both sides to tap the
full potential of trade and ot her economi c opportunities
bet ween our two countries and between us and ot her
countries. For this purpose, | have invited sone prom nent
Mal aysi an entrepreneurs and businessnen to join me on this
visit. Their presence in ny delegation is synmbolic of the

i nportant role the private sector can play in conpl enenting
the efforts of the two Governnents to enhance bilatera
econom ¢ cooperation between our two countries. | am
confident that we can achieve a nore constructive and
mutual Iy rewardi ng cooperation if the Ml aysian and Tha
private sectors were to focus on the nunerous opportunities
for trade, investnent and tourismthat exist in and between
our countries, as well as in exploring joint ventures in

ot her parts of the world.

5. It is certainly ny hope that private sector cooperation
woul d develop fully into an ASEAN-wi de phenonenon so as to
enhance intra- ASEAN Trade and hel p expedite the realisation
of Asean Free Trade Area (AFTA). In this regard, both the
Governments and private sectors have to play equally

i nportant roles in devel oping a strong sense of regiona

pur pose so that AFTA coul d be sooner realised. Intra-ASEAN
trade is expandi ng. AFTA could certainly help accelerate
this trend. Mal aysi an and Thai entrepreneurs and

busi nessnmen coul d contribute i Mmensely to this process.

6. | am happy that Indonesia, Malaysia and Thail and have
agreed to cooperate in devel oping a sub-regional growh
area involving parts of the three countries. A Tripartite
M nisterial Meeting held in Langkawi |ast nonth is a clear
mani festati on of our conmon desire to translate quickly the
idea into practical reality. I amconfident that the

I ndonesi a- Mal aysi a- Thai l and Gowt h Triangle (I MGI) woul d
bring about trenendous benefits to all the three countries.
But it is crucial that besides the commtnment of the three
governnments, there should al so be the active participation
and invol verent of the private sectors of the three
countries in order that this triangular partnership wll
work well and succeed.

7. | also wish to express ny thanks to Thailand for the
support given to the East Asia Econom c Caucus (EAEC). It
is indeed gratifying that ASEAN has now achi eved consensus
on the EAEC. ASEAN has once again denonstrated its ability
to address an inportant issue in a pragmatic manner. Qhers
had expected ASEAN to come up with the practical solutions
and ASEAN has done so. It is now up to the East Asian
countries to cone to agreenment on how EAEC shoul d progress.
W shoul d now be able to | ook forward to the conveni ng of

t he i naugural neeting of EAEC in the very near future.

Your Excel |l ency,
8. Mal aysi a has al ways believed that a stable and
prosperous region would be crucial toits own stability and



prosperity. Therefore, we welcone the positive devel opnents
i n I ndochina. Mal aysia, |ike Thailand, sees the need to
cooperate with our neighbours in Indochina so as to enable
themto achi eve a higher |evel of econom c devel opnent. W
have t herefore enbarked on nodest cooperation progranmes
for these countries. But our resources are quite limted.
We may not be able to fulfill sonme of the needs of those
countries. It would be worthwhile for Ml aysia and Thail and
to work together, possibly even in partnership with the

ot her ASEAN countries, to coordinate our technica
cooperation programes vis-a-vis these three countries to
ensure optimsation of resources and results.

9. Ceneral elections have been held successfully in
Canbodi a under the supervision of UNTAC. W should all be
encour aged by the process of national reconciliation taking
pl ace under the | eadership of Prince Norodom Si hanouk and
wi sh himsuccess in his efforts. However, | believe the
Prince and his conpatriots need the strong support of the
i nternational community in their effort to rebuild their
country and revive the spirit and potential of the
Canbodi an people. The United Nations nust continue to play
arole in ensuring peace and stability as well as hel ping
to accel erate econom c reconstruction in Canbodi a.

Your Excel |l ency,

10. While the conflict in Canbodia has cone to a positive
settlenent, other parts of the world continue to suffer the
ravages of war and political turnmoil. W cannot ignore the
plight of the Bosnians. There remains little politica
conmi t ment anong those who are directly concerned to adopt
concrete neasures to halt the hostilities and ensure just
and | asting peace in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Malaysia is

wor ki ng actively with other countries to hel p the Bosni ans
defend their lives, protect their rights and keep their
honel and. W believe that nore serious efforts have to be
done to save Bosni a-Herzegovina and its people from

di sintegration and total destruction

Your Excel |l ency,

11. | viewthe tradition of regul ar exchanges of visits
between the prine mnisters, mnisters, senior officials
and nenbers of the private sectors of Ml aysia and
Thai l and as inmportant for the promotion of bilatera

rel ati ons and coope ration. Such exchanges provide us
the opportunity to exchange views, explore fresh i deas and
identify new areas of cooperation, not only in the

bil ateral context, but also in the regional and

i nternational contexts. They have proven to be successfu
in resolving issues and problens as well as in enhancing
cooperation in many areas. | |ook forward to nore of

t hese exchanges with you.
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