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TI ME

Assal anual ai kum war ahmat ul | ahi  wabar akat uh

I would like to thank the Board Menbers and acadenic staff
of the International Islamc University Malaysia (11UM for
inviting me to share with you sonme of ny thoughts on the
role of IlUMas an Islamc international university.

2. | feel honoured to be with you today as you commenor at e
the 10th Anniversary of the International Islamc University
Mal aysi a. Al handulillah, the University is now well -known

as a reputable institution of higher learning in Ml aysia as
well as in the Muslimworld. The International Islamc

Uni versity Mal aysia has shown that an Islamc university,
properly conceived, could achieve a | evel of excellence
which is on par with the nore established universities in
this region and el sewhere. There is no doubt that this

achi evenent is due, in |large neasure, to the vision and

wi sdom of its academ c staff and managenent. They have nade
what the university is today. | would like to congratul ate
themall for their dedication and achi evenent.

3. The idea of an Islam c university in Ml aysia has been
expressed by many Muslim quarters since |Independence in
1957. As a Malaysian Muslim| shared this vision and | am
glad to be able to contribute in a small way towards its
founding. | was nuch encouraged by the support of Al marhum
Prof essor Ismail Al -Farugi

4. There has always been within the Miuslimcountry a belief
that an Islamc university nust be concerned excl usively
with the study of the religion of Islam One can perhaps
understand this narrow view where other religions are
concerned, for they do not regard religion as a way of life.
Islamis not just a belief, a faith. Islamis a way of life.
A way of life that enconpasses all that one does during
one's lifetinme nmust include conmand of all the know edge
that can contribute to it. Such is the inportance of al
know edge in Islamthat we are enjoined in Surah

Al - Ghashi yah that we nust observe the nountains and the
canel s. obviously these are exanples of the creations of

Al'l ah and equal |y obviously, they have a bearing on life.

To observe is to study. No limts are placed on the extent



of our study of these creations of Allah. Surely Islamis
areligion that positively exhorts us to study what
surrounds us, and constitutes a part of our life. Such
studi es constitute the sciences, for what else can result
fromour observation if not scientific know edge. Yet there
are Muslins who woul d have us confine | earning and know edge
solely to the study of the teachings and the interpretations
of Islam c theology and Islanmic |aws.

5. And so the Islamc university nust not confine itself
solely to theology. Al the subjects that are being taught
in other universities nmust be taught wth equal thoroughness
in the Islamic university. The students who graduate from
the Islam c university nmust be well-rounded and

know edgeabl e and nust be able to Iive and contribute to the
way of life of Muslins in all aspects. They must know how
to adm ni ster thensel ves and the Muslimummah, to devel op
and to defend them as nuch as they nust know and performthe
rituals of Islam

6. But then if an Islam c university teaches subjects

which are no different fromthose which are being taught in
other universities, what nakes it an Islamc university?
This is a cogent question. Away of life is not just based
on know edge. It nust al so be based on a set of values, a
culture. In other words it nmust forma part of a distinct
Islamic civilisation. If Islamis to be a way of life, then
that way of life nust be based on Islanmc values. To know
these values it is necessary to have at |east a working
know edge of the religion of Islam particularly that which
af fects our thinking, our evaluation and reaction to the
probl ens affecting our life.

7. Not everyone in a Mislimconmmunity nust have a thorough
know edge of Islam It is sufficient if there is even one
or a few who have a thorough know edge of the different
aspects and parts of the religion. For the rest they nust
have sufficient know edge of the creed so as not to deviate
fromthe essence of Islam In an Islamc university, every
student nust be taught sufficient know edge of the religion
as to make hima good practising Muslim to guide himso
that in the use of the know edge that he has gained, he wll
not deviate fromthe teachings of Islamand fromthe Islanic
way. Thus he will be not only know edgeabl e of his subject
but he will not msuse it or enploy it in a way that is
forbi dden by the religion. Since Islamdoes not just

forbids but enjoins the faithful to do positive things in
life, he must know the right way to do this, to enploy his
know edge in the way and the cause of Islam

8. The question is how nmuch know edge of Islamis
sufficient? It is here that the schol ars have al ways

di ffered. Sone want the know edge to be so deep and
extensive as to excl ude ot her know edge. Sone woul d have
their know edge so shallow that there is real danger that
the religion will be neglected entirely.



9. The people who planned this university can only say

that it shoul d produce graduates steeped in the teachings of
I sl am whil e they acquire know edge that will contribute to
their own betternment in life and so to the betternent of the
Musl i mummah. It is up to the academics to determne the
levels. What is desired is that the graduate of the Islamc
universities is not only know edgeable in his subject but is
a well-rounded Muslimwhose faith is not nerely inherited
but is fortified by his understanding of the teachings. He
goes forth into the world well equipped to create and live a
way of life that is truly Islamc.

10. Today we cannot say that Muslins in general, practise
the Islamc way of life. How can we claimthat when we see
them di sunited, even at war with each other, weak, backward
and al nost totally dependent for their safety on the
goodwi | I and whins and fancies of others? Despite the

i njunctions of the Al-Quran to be prepared to defend
ourselves, it is obvious that we are quite incapable of
doi ng so. Everywhere we see Miuslins being oppressed w thout
any Muslimnation or people being able to play any real role
in preventing the oppression, in restoring justice and in
bri ngi ng about peace.

11. There is not a single Muslimsuperpower. Nor is there

a Muslimnation which is at the | eading edge of know edge,
of technol ogy, of organisational and admi nistrative skill.
Yet we know that |slamstresses the need for know edge and
skills in those fields which can strengthen and protect the
ummah. Far from strengt heni ng oursel ves, we are dissipating
our resources by splitting ourselves and quarrelling over

m nor issues. Instead of solving our problens through the
application of Islamc principles and teachings we resort to
getting help fromthose who cannot possibly have any
synmpathy for Islamor the Muslinms. Truly we cannot claim
that we are practising the Islamc way of life.

12. While the performance of certain prescribed ibadah is
essential to the practice of Islamand the expression of our
faith, the practice of the Islamc way of life is equally an
expression of that faith. W believe in life after death
and in the rewards and puni shments which will be nmeted out
then. But Islam nore than any other religions, is about
life before death. That is why Islamis a way of life.

That is the only way that Islamcan be a way of life. If
now, if life is solely devoted to death and to hereafter
then I sl amcannot be a way of life as we all acknow edge it
to be.

13. W are fortunate to be Muslins. W are Mislins because
those who enter the faith at the tinme of the Prophet s.a.w
practised the Islamic way of life. They were not just

strong in their belief but they practised the Islamc way of
l[ife. As a result these nonmadi c and backward Arabs becane
power ful and hi ghly know edgeabl e about the conduct of life
as individuals and as nations and were able to spread the
religion well beyond their inpoverished desert honel and.



The teachings of the religion today stress rituals and those
matters which are forbidden, no matter how trivial, that the
exhortation of the religion which concerns acquisition of
know edge and skills is largely ignored. If at all

know edge is transl ated as know edge of |Islamand the | aws
derived fromits interpretation.

14. There is also a tendency to divide know edge into the
religious and the secular. This is actually in accord with
the division in the Christian religion between the state and
the church, the religious and the worldly, which resulted
fromthe resentnment agai nst the excessive influence of the
church in the affairs of state

15. Is there in Islama distinction between daily Iife and
religious observation? If Islamis a way of life, can that
way be separated fromthe practice of religion? W know
that cannot be. Qur life is totally governed by the
teachings of Islam And our life must include what we do
for a living, what we do for our defence and the defence of
the religion, what we do to enhance the position of Islam
its spread and the respect for it.

16. To do all these involves skill and know edge. The
Prophet s.a.w. was known for his business skills and his

wi sdomin worldly matters. This contributed to the respect
the comunities in Makkah and Madi nah had for himand to his
eventual success in carrying the Message. The Prophet was
know edgeable in the affairs of everyday life as nuch as he
was know edgeable in religion.

17. How then can we adopt the Christian thesis that
religion should be separated from secul ar affairs? There
cannot be this separation in Islam And if there is no
separation, there cannot be separation between what is
secul ar knowl edge and what is religious know edge.

18. Hence the different disciplines that an Islamc

uni versity must focus on, teach, research and spread are a
part of the teachings of religion. They are not secul ar
Know edge regardi ng what is not concerned with religious
rituals and |l aws nmust still be governed by the needs of
Islamas a religion and a way of |life and the val ues and
objectives laid down by it. These know edge are not
secular. They are a part of the religion and nust bal ance
t he know edge of the rituals and the | aws of Islam

19. Failure to learn and master these subjects, which are
not specifically religious, will expose the Muslins to the
danger of losing their religion. This happens spectacul arly
when, because of their material and intellectual poverty and
weakness, they are subjected to outside pressures and even
to conquest and oppression. But even if they are nerely

poor and | ack various skills and knowl edge they are in
danger of being obstructed in the practice of their

religion. Their acquisition of know edge and skills,
intellectual and material wealth is therefore a part of



their neans to preserve their faith a part of the practices
of their religion and their way of life. The al-Quran is
clear on the issue of poverty. Poverty is one step before
losing faith. And we nust renenber that poverty is not
concerned only with material things but intellectual and

ot her skills al so.

20. Again it is clear that Mislinms nust pursue al

know edge in order to protect their faith. It is because

t hey negl ect know edge that is not manifestly related to the
religious rituals and the | aws governing their practice of
the religion that they have becone weak and easily
oppressed, and in many instances disillusioned with their
faith. It is therefore inportant that the faithful mnust
correct this narrow view of Islamand to seek know edge

whi ch can contribute towards the preservation of Islam and
the Islamc way of life. And towards this end, all Muslins,
mal e and fenal e nust contribute, for to exclude fenmales is
to hal ve our strength.

21. There is certainly no necessity for the kind of wonen's
liberation that is corrupting the Western world, but it rnust
be renenbered that it was |slamwhich gave specific rights
to wonen. Unfortunately in the attenpt to avoid being

di stracted by wonen we have excl uded wonmen fromintell ectua
pursuits and participation in public life.

22. The collapse of religion in the West should serve as a
warning to us. If we are too liberal in our interpretation
of Islam it too can collapse. But fear of this possibility
should not lead us to curtail or reverse even what |slam
permts. W nust always be aware and respectful of the true
[imts inposed by Islamand we nust abide by them Where
Islampermts flexibility, these nust be availed of. But at
all times the interest and well-being of the unmah and the
religion nmust be saf eguarded.

23. The IlUis set up in order to safeguard true Islamc
know edge in the context of a world that has changed so
vastly since the comng of Islam It is neant to prepare
Muslinms to face the problens of the nodern world with their
faith intact. It is to ensure that the Muslimworld-viewis
bal anced between life and the hereafter. It is neant to
perpetuate Islamas a religion for all tines.

24. Cearly the task before this university and for all who
are involved with it is very great. It is nothing |less than
to help in the resurrection of Islamand the Miuslins. O
course it will not be alone in this struggle. It may just
contribute one little bit to this effort. But even the
little it can do is of great significance to the religion
and the ummah.

25. | amaware that ny views may not be shared by many.
But as a Musliml feel t is ny duty to say all these even
if I will come under much criticismespecially by the
orthodox. Islamand the Mislinms have regressed. There are



sone who will not even admit this. There are some who will
claimthat t here is a great resurgence of Islamat the
monent. But in truth at no time in history has |Islam been as
greatly humliated as now, at no tine have the Mislins
wavered nore in their faith.

26. You in the university, whether academ cs or students,
have a heavy responsibility. You are a part of the struggle
to restore Islam to restore the faith, to restore the
respect and the dignity of Islamand to reinstate the role
of the ummah in worldly affairs. You have to do this

wi t hout negl ecting akhirat. You always have to achieve a
bal ance between the two.

27. This is not just any university. This is an Islamc
university. It has a duty to the ummah and to Islam And
you have a duty to the unmah and to Islam

28. It is with the hope and expectation that you will all
bear this in mnd that | now declare the Convocation Fi esta
organi sed by the Student Representation Council and al
student Association officially closed.

Wabi | | ahi t aufi k wal hi dayah wassal anu' al ai kum war ahmat ul | ah
wabar akat uh.
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