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TI ME

Your Excell ency Begum Khal eda Zi a,

Prime M nister of Bangl adesh;

Excel | enci es;

Di stingui shed CGuests;

Ladi es and GCentl enen,

On behalf of my wife, nenbers of ny del egati on and on

my own behalf, |I would |ike to express ny sincere thanks and
appreciation to you and the Government of Bangl adesh for the
war m wel cone you have so kindly extended to us since our ar-
rival in Dhaka.

2. | have had the pleasure of visiting your country sone-
time in 1983. Many inportant devel opnents have taken place

i n Bangl adesh since then. O particular significance was

the introduction of representative governnment under your
premership in 1991. | would Iike to congratul ate you and
your country for your strong conmtment to denocracy and the
wel | - bei ng of Bangl adesh.

Madanme Prime M nister,

3. | ampleased that relati ons between our two countries
have devel oped positively. The recent convening of the

Joint Conmission, at Mnisterial level, reflects the keen
interest of our countries to expand relations in all fields.
Steps are now being taken to strengthen the framework of co-
operation and to ensure the early inplenmentation of the var-
i ous deci sions that were agreed upon. Although our

bilateral trade remains relatively small, its growh is en-
couraging. | amalso pleased to note that bilateral activ-
ity between our countries is on the increase and there have
been useful exchanges of visits. It is also noteworthy

that, in the last tw years, Bangl adesh has becone an i npor-
tant source of manpower in the expansion of Malaysia's in-
dustrial and plantation sectors.

4. In the pronotion of private sector interaction between
our two countries, our governments have the task of ensuring
that there is a conducive climate to stinulate this crit-
ically inmportant area in our relations. An encouragi ng de-
vel opnent was the initiative of the private sector to
establish a Mal aysian Trade Centre in Dhaka as it will pro-
vide a focal point for business transactions between

Bangl adesh and Mal aysia. | hope a simlar centre will also



be established by your country in Kuala Lunpur.

5. Bangl adesh's soci o- econom ¢ programes and

privatisation policy also provide considerable opportunities
for bilateral collaboration. The Ml aysi an Government wil |
encourage the private sector to explore the potential in
this area. Qur government agencies will do their part to
facilitate this process. W would al so wel conme exchanges of
information in the privatisation processes and results.

Madanme Prime M nister,

6. Under the Mal aysi an Techni cal Cooperation Progranmme

Mal aysi a has worked together w th Bangl adesh for nutual in-
terest. A review of such cooperation, covering both short
and | ong term progranmes, as well as snmall scal e projects,

i s now being made. Al though we are a devel opi ng country,

and our own neans are necessarily limted, we firnmy believe
i n Sout h- Sout h cooperation in technical assistance to take
advant age of the avail able expertise in the devel opi ng
wor | d.

7. Malaysia is interested in cooperation w th Bangl adesh
inthe fields of agriculture, education, defence and reli-
gion as well as in strengthening our sporting, cultural and
yout h exchange progranmes. Priority should be given to im
pl ementing proposals that woul d best serve human resource
and soci o-econoni c developnment. In this regard, Ml aysia

| ooks forward to its cooperation with Bangl adesh in the pro-
posed establishnent of the Bangl adesh Pil gri nage and Fund
Boar d.

8. Inter-regional cooperation between SAARC* and ASEAN is
an inportant framework for strengthening our ties with each
other. 1 look forward to the stepping up of consultations
bet ween the two groupings to harnoni se the goals of these
organi sations and to coordinate their responses to gl oba
devel opnent.

9. Devel oping countries today face trenendous chal |l enges
in bringing about a fair and just international order. The
end of the Cold War and the dem se of conmmuni sm has brought
forth new probl ens and chal |l enges for the South. Unless we
take a unified stand against attenpts to i npose on us in-
creasing conditionalities on the issues of the environnent,
human rights and denocracy, we will find ourselves increas-
ingly marginalised. It is inmportant therefore that we work
closely in international fora such as the UN, the O C, the
Commonweal t h and ot her international organisations.

10. Malaysia is deeply disturbed by the tragic devel opnents
i n Bosni a- Herzegovi na. The brutalities of the Serbs agai nst
the Bosnians are intolerable and we are frustrated by the
inability of the global community to take the decisive
action that is required to halt the horrors of "ethnic

cl eansing”. Instead, we see doubl e standards being applied
in the action taken against Iraq which, unacceptably, went
beyond the U.N. mandate, while the same powers appear un-



willing to address the situation in Bosnia, where the as-
sault on human rights is nore obvious and nore bl atant.

Madanme Prime M nister,

11. My visit to Bangl adesh reflects Mal aysi a's earnest de-
sire to further strengthen the close ties that exist between
our two countries. | look forward to our special relation-
ship being further consolidated through the regul ar exchange
of visits, the inplenentation of concrete action programmes
and increased activity between the private sectors of

Bangl adesh and Mal aysia in the years to cone.
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