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TI ME:

Let me begin by saying that I amhere not to talk to
you but to talk with you. I amhere not only to inform but
also to consult, to listen and to |learn

2. 1 dothis with pride and with humlity. Wth pride
because | know that anmpbng you are nen and wonen of
sincerity, talent, discipline and strength, nmen and wonen
who will lead this nation towards the goal set out for it.
As a Ml aysian of an ol der generation, | amproud that we
have been able to breed Mal aysi ans of your calibre.

3. And | amhere with you in humlity because |I know t hat
what ever is done by the present generation, we are nerely
| ayi ng the foundation and perhaps the first few floors. It
is you of the Wawasan Cenerati on who nmust be the principa
buil ders, the principal novers and shapers of Ml aysia in
the first half of the 21st century.

4. In 2020 nost of you and of your generation wll
be in your md or late 40s, very nuch in the prime of life.
| hope that by that time you and your generation will have

al ready acconplished a great deal. If you have not, then
our vision of a nodern and advanced Mal aysi a woul d have been
stalled. | expect that even by 2020, you will still have a

long road to traverse ahead of you, for the process of
progress has to continue. We do not fix the year 2020 to
mark the end of our progress.

5. When | was your age, the Second World War had j ust

ended. The Japanese | ost but had destroyed the nyth of
European invincibility for good. The British came back with
a plan to convert their Malay State protectorates into a
colony called the Mal ayan Union. Power was to be exercised
directly fromWitehall. W were fortunately able to stop

t hem bef ore much danage was done. The Federati on of Ml aya
qui ckly succeeded the still-born Ml ayan Uni on. But we were
still under British rule.

6. On the island of Borneo, a conpany by the nane of the
British North Borneo Conpany gave a huge territory called
North Borneo to the British Crown. A famly called the
Brookes gave an even larger territory to the British Crown.
This huge piece of territory was call ed Sarawak.



7. In no case were we, the people, consulted. If you now
go back in time to that period when |I was your age, you
woul d not recognise this land that we now call our country.
In many senses it was not ours at all. \Whatever devel opnent
there was, was not for the people of this country but for
the interests of our colonial masters. The sol e purpose of
the British North Borneo Conpany was to nake noney and to
enrich its share-holders in England. As for the Brooke's,
they sinmply enjoyed the role of white royalty ruling
primtive natives.

8. | amsure many of you in this roomare on

schol arships. In fact thousands of students inside and

out side the country study under generous schol arshi ps. Wen
we were a colony, there were two "King's Schol arshi ps" given
in the whole of the Straits Settlenments each year for study
in England. In the four states of the FVM5 -- the Federated
Mal ay States -- there were two or three such schol arshi ps
each year. Mst of our children did not have places in the
"English' secondary school. Malay school s provided

education for urban children up to primary levels only. The
greatest expectation on |eaving the Malay school was to be a
Mal ay school teacher.

9. No-one dreant of what was to cone. O course, a few
young nmen and wonen who were no doubt regarded as i npetuous
or even deranged spoke of independence and wanted to be free
and to live as free citizens in a free country. But Merdeka
was not in the air or over the horizon. It was to be many
hori zons away.

10. Indeed, it was not a tine for dreans and visions or
even of much hope for a people nost of whomlived in abject
poverty. Most of what is now Kual a Lunmpur was then jungle
or rubber estate or tin mne. Admttedly, there were not
many squatters. There were no jobs to be had in Kual a
Lumpur .

11. Then, in 1948, the Comuni sts | aunched a guerilla war.
The Emergency was declared. The land with a bleak future
becane the land with a black future.

12. | have gone through this very brief caricature of our
country in order to nmake the point that we have i ndeed cone
a long way. W were a domino, ready to fall to the
Conmmuni st. W are now a dynano. Still, we are only

hal f-way to where we want to be by 2020. If per capita
income is the criterion, we are only a quarter up the road.
W& need to quadruple our incone.

13. You were born free. You have entered your

adul thood in a conpletely different world. You are
inheriting a radically different present than did ny
generation. You will have to build a vastly different
future, a future that is in many ways uni magi nabl e t oday.

14. You are a much | uckier generation. But |let no-one



m sl ead you. In the years and decades ahead you will be
equal ly chal l enged. You will be faced with chall enges as
daunting as we faced. You will need to respond with the
same gunption, the same sincerity, the same dedication. You
have to be all these because the chall enges of success and
sustaining our thrust forward to full nodernity are as great
as the past challenges of rising fromour knees and giving
nmeani ng and pride to our freedom

15. Have no illusions. The chall enges of Vision 2020 are
awesome by any neasure; even by those who faced the
generation that entered adul thood after the War.

16. Let me begin with what we have defined as the ninth
chal | enge of Vision 2020: the challenge of establishing a
prosperous society, with an econony that is fully
conpetitive, dynam c, robust and resilient.

17. Qur prospective plan calls for seven per cent annua
growm h over the span of 30 years. W grew by an average of
6.7 per cent in the 20 years between 1970 and 1990. W have
been growi ng by nore than eight and a half per cent in the
last five years. So you might think that an additional 0.3
per cent yearly growmh is no big deal

18. But believe ne, it is. It is because for sone reasons
or other economies with a big base tend to grow nore slowy
than those with a snmall base. Devel oped econom es do not
grow at the rate of devel opi ng econom es. And so early
growm h nust be high in order to achieve a good average. But
if gromh in the early years is not high enough while those
inthe later years is too | ow the average of seven per cent
wi Il not be achieved. Renenber that one per cent in the
second decade of the 21st century will represent a nuch

bi gger sumin GDP terns than one per cent now.

19. W& nust al so ensure that we consistently inprove our
conpetitiveness and our ability to roll with the punches, to
take the econonmic thunp on the chin and to bounce back, in
better fighting shape. This will not be easy because

success and greater affluence will corrupt us, soften us and
make us flabby. Success and greater confort will cause us

to |l ower our guard and increase our girth.

20. The eighth challenge of Vision 2020 is the chall enge of
ensuring an econom cally just society, which we have defined
in ternms of four objectives. One, eradicate absolute

poverty absolutely. Two, ensure the non-identification of
race wi th economc function. Three, reduce the ethnic

i ncome gap so that after 2020 no-one will ever again be able
to say that this ethnic group is poor and that ethnic group
is rich. Four, ensure a full partnership in econonic
progress.

21. W do not want prosperity for the few but for al
Mal aysi ans. W cannot be proud of our country even if many
of our people are at the cutting edge of world civilisation



if others are left in the backwaters of progress. W nust
try our level best to nove the entire nation forward.

22. Vision 2020, as you know, is not only an economc

vi sion but also a social, psychological, and cultura
vision. W believe in establishing a fully caring and
sharing society, one that is ferociously dynam c but not
rapaci ous. W want a society with a human face and a big
human heart.

23. Vision 2020 also calls for a society that is

i nnovati ve and forward | ooking, one that is not only a
consumer of technol ogy but also a contributor to the
scientific and technol ogical civilisation of the future.

24. W also want to build a matured, l|iberal and tol erant
soci ety in which Mal aysians of all colours and creeds are
free to practise and profess their custons, cultures and
religious beliefs and yet feeling that they belong to one
nati on.

25. Let nme say a little nore about our fourth challenge as
set out in Vision 2020: the challenge of establishing a
fully noral and ethical society, whose citizens are strong
in religious and spiritual values and inbued with the

hi ghest of ethical standards.

26. In the years ahead, the attack on our noral fibre and
fabric will escalate. W know this will happen because it
has happened to nost of the devel oped societies, indeed to
nmost civilisations in the past. In the end the great

nati ons undergo decay and decline and they fall fromtheir
preem nent position. This is due to their disregard for the
ethical and noral values which built their society in the
first instance. W cannot allow this to happen to us. Qur
achi evenents would be enpty if we do. W nust therefore
consci ously guard and nurture high noral values in order to
sustai n our achi evenents.

27. There is one other social/psychol ogical/cultura
chal | enge of Vision 2020 that you nmust not forget and which
I must stress. This is the challenge of creating a

psychol ogically |iberated, secure, and devel oped nation with
faith and confidence in itself. Such a society nmust be

di stingui shed by the pursuit of excellence, fully aware of
all its potentials, psychol ogically subservient to none, and
respected by the peoples of other nations.

28. Let nme end this quick outline of Vision 2020 by

saying that it sets out two political challenges:

fostering and devel opi ng a mature denocratic society, which
practises a formof mature consensual, community-oriented
Mal aysi an denocracy that can be a nodel for many devel opi ng
countries; and the establishnment of a fully united Ml aysian
nation with a sense of comon and shared destiny, a nation
that is at peace with itself, territorially and ethnically
integrated, living in harmony and in full and fair



partnershi p, nmade up of one Bangsa Ml aysia (one Ml aysi an
nation) with political loyalty and dedication to the nation

29. O all the central objectives that are set out in

Vi sion 2020, we would be foolish to forget that nationa
unity is the nost fundanental, the sine qua non, the nost
basi ¢ of our objective.

30. | have been informed that the hundred students who are
in this room have been chosen through the nost rigorous
process of selection, based on a wide array of criteria.
You are anongst the best and the brightest of the Wawasan
Gener ati on.

31. Over the com ng 26 years, those of your generation will
no doubt need to adjust the priorities, refine and renovate
the Vision that our nation has taken to its heart at the end
of its first generation as an independent people. But | have
every confidence that the dreans that we hol d dear today
will remain your dreans and will withstand the test of tine.

32. There is much to be done and acconplished in the 312
nonths to 2020. To achi eve what nust be achieved w ||
require the nobilisation of the entire Ml aysi an peopl e.
Al have a role to play, a contribution to make. But there
will also be the need for an especial contribution from
enl i ghtened and dedi cated | eaders, from|eaders who share
the dream at the anbition of those who preceded t hem

33. | hope that you will respond to the challenge. | hope
that you will be such | eaders, |eading and sharing the
burden and the achi evenents.
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