SPEECH BY: DATO SERI DR MAHATHI R BI N MOHAMAD
( PRIME M NI STER )

EVENT: TO THE ADDRESS OF WELCOVE BY THE PRESI DENT OF CYPRUS AT THE
OPENI NG OF THE COVWONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNVENT MEETI NG

VENUE: N COSI A, CYPRUS
DATE: 21 OCT 1993

TI ME:

President d afcos Cerides of Cyprus;

Heads of State and Governnent;

Secretary- General of the Comobnwealt h;

Ladi es and GCentl enen,

It is indeed a privilege and an honour for me to be

anong the speakers chosen to thank President Cerides and

t he people of Cyprus for their warm and graci ous wel conme to
Commonweal th | eaders who are gathered here today for the
Commonweal t h Heads of Governnent Meeting (CHOGV) .

2. W share with you, M. President, your pride in playing
host to this august gathering which will mark yet another
mlestone in the forging of friendship anong a conmunity of
nations that calls itself the Commonweal th. Having had the
experi ence of hosting CHOGM oursel ves, Malaysia is well
aware of the trenmendous effort that has been put in by you
M. President, by your government and by the peopl e of
Cyprus to make our stay here a menorable and confortable
one.

3. | amsure the other Commonweal th | eaders would

join me in expressing our nobst sincere appreciation for your
graci ous words of welcome and for your kind hospitality.

M. President,

4. As we | ook back to our last neeting two years ago in
Harare, we can take pride in the fact that the Conmonweal t h
has nmoved many steps forward in several areas of cooperative
endeavours.

5. The priorities we agreed on at Harare in charting a

path for the Conmonweal th t hrough the 1990s and beyond are
now being translated into action by our officials. The
Steering Committee of Senior Oficials, whose first neeting
was chaired by Malaysia in April this year, will provide
broad operational policy and resource allocation guidance to
the work of the Secretariat in the furtherance of the
priorities in the Harare Cormonweal th Declaration. It is ny
hope that the Secretary-General will, within the franework
of a nore stream ined structure of the Commonweal t h,
continue to provide direction to the Secretariat in line
with the same principle of good governance which the
Commonweal th is advocati ng anbng nenber countries.



6. Wthin the context of Commonweal th politica

cooperation, our greatest success, since Harare, has no
doubt been in South Africa. The Commonweal th has | ong
struggled to dismantle all vestiges of apartheid in South
Africa. W have led the international crusade to eradicate
fromour mdst a practice which unjustly segregates man from
man because of the colour of his skin. W have, CHOGM after
CHOGV] pursued the matter with relentless fervour. W have
kept the issue under constant scrutiny. It is therefore

with a great sense of gratification that we, in the
Commonweal t h, wel come the recent passage of the bill on the
est abl i shnent of the Transitional Executive Council by the
South African Parlianment. W hail this event as an
irreversible step that will bring South Africa nearer to the
Commonweal th goal of a free, denocratic, non-racial and
prosperous country. VWiile there is still some way to go
before this goal is fully achieved, we nevertheless see this
bold step taken by the South African people as a determ ned
and genui ne desire to see the end of apartheid. W are all,

I amsure, ready to help South Africa recover fromthe after
effects of sanctions.

7. Qur gratification, M. President, at the devel opnents
in South Africa cones fromthe know edge that we have
succeeded in bringing justice and equality to our brothers
there. Qur gratification cones fromthe know edge that our
efforts have not been in vain. Mst of all, our
gratification comes fromthe know edge and belief that

t hrough concerted efforts even the nost intractable of
political problens, apartheid, can be resolved. There is a
| esson to be learnt here. Wrld |leaders, in trying to find
a solution to the problens in Bosni a-Herzegovi na and

el sewhere, can usefully draw upon the Comonweal th
experience in South Africa.

8. Just as we can join forces in bringing pressure to bear
on the white South African governnent to tear down the walls
of apartheid, so can we join forces to bring pressure to
bear on the powers who hold the key to the solution of the
Bosni an probl em

9. The position of Malaysia on Bosni a-Herzegovina is well
known. Many are inclined to think that we are influenced by
our comon religion. I would like to point out that Malaysia
had been equally active and as vehenent in South Africa,
Nami bi a, Canbodi a and ot her non-Mislim conmmunities which
faced simlar problenms. W feel strongly when injustice and
oppression are perpetrated anywhere. The incessant

sl aughter of innocent people, young and old in

Bosni a- Her zegovi na, continues under the full glare of nedia
coverage -- served to us on our television screens together
wi th our evening nmeals. The bl oody massacre turns even the
nost sturdy of stomachs. And all for what? For the sake of
territorial aggrandi senent! For the sake of ethnic
superiority! For the sake of a Serbian dream Enough is
enough. We in the Conmmonweal th must help to find an



equitable and just solution to this holocaust if we want to
stand tall and uphold the very principles we had so
vehenently lauded in Harare, that is:

- the protection and pronoti on of denocracy ..... -

the protection and pronoti on of fundanental human

rights

10. Some of us even went so far as to say that where human
rights violations are concerned we have a right to intervene
even in the internal affairs of a country. Yet in

Bosni a- Her zegovi na, where ethnic cl eansing invol ves bl at ant
mur ders and rapes of Bosnian Mislins by Bosnian Serbs ai ded
by the Serbian Governnment of runp Yugosl avia, the

ri ght eousness that some of us display over mnor

i nfringements of human rights, is remarkably absent.
Instead the Serbs are to be rewarded with territories they
have ethnically cl eansed. Can we in the Commonweal th who
had appeal ed for outside cooperation to help sone of our
menbers in need, ignore the Bosnian tragedy and el ect to be
silent sinply because this is not a Conmonweal th affair?

11. El sewhere on the political and economc front, there

are other crucial issues to be addressed. Wiile we rejoice
at the recent signing of the Peace Accord between |srael and
the Pal estine Liberation O ganisation, we grieve at the news
of the ongoing conflicts in Somalia, in Georgia and in other
regions of the world. While we wel cone the econom c success
of many energing 'dragons and tigers', we worry about
growi ng protectioni smthrough the energence of trade bl ocs.
W keep hoping, as we had hoped all these years, that the
Uruguay Round of trade negotiations, the guardian of free
trade, will cone to a conclusive end by the close of this
year.

12. The CHOGM Executive Sessions that will begin this
afternoon will provide us with the opportunity to deliberate
at length on these issues of common concern. Since the
Commonweal t h' s nmenber shi p spans the North-South divide,
have every hope that a comon position on these issues can
be fully explored and expl oited. Ml aysia has a nunber of
issues it intends to raise including those pertaining to
Commonweal t h Functi onal Cooperation. Ml aysia will be
tabli ng some new proposals on the Commonweal th Consultative
G oup on Technol ogy Managenent, a project approved at the
Kual a Lunmpur CHOGM i n 1989.

M. President,

13. A gathering of nations is only worthwhile if it speaks
with one voice. On South Africa, the Conmonweal th not only
spoke wi th one voice but acted in unison as well. The

result is clear for everyone to see. But racial intolerance
is not found only in South Africa. Easy nobility of people
is maki ng many countries multiracial. While countries have
aright to favour their own citizens, | hope the
Commonweal th wi Il always stand united agai nst the many fornms
of religious, racial and pignmental intolerance.



14. In conclusion M. President, | would like to recall ny
statenment, said tongue-in-cheek at earlier CHOGVS, that
there is no common “wealth' in the Conmonwealth. | would
like to add a sequel to that statement here in Cyprus by
saying that we can, if we want, make conmon “weal th' out of
the Commonweal th. And this conmon “weal th' need not
necessarily be confined to material wealth. It should
transcend the material to include racial harnony and
religious tol erance.

15. Once again, M President, on behalf of nmy wife and

menbers of mnmy del egation, | would like to thank you for your
war m wor ds of wel come and for your nost gracious
hospitality. | look forward to our deliberations in

Li massol and Paphos under your skillful chairmanship.

Thank you.
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