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TI ME

I would like to extend a warm wel cone to you, your

daughter M's. Nakahara and the distingui shed nmenbers of
your delegation to Malaysia. W are deeply honoured by your
visit which signifies that the Governnent of Japan, despite
t he changes of |eadership, remains true to the friendship
bet ween Mal aysi a and Japan. Your visit will undoubtedly
strengthen further the friendly relations and cooperation
bet ween our two countries.

2. W have | ooked towards Japan as one of the outstanding
nodel s of econom c devel opnent in the East, in particul ar
the ethics and technol ogy that fueled your success. The
continuation of our "Look East Policy' which has brought a
better understandi ng between our two peoples attest to the
success of our mutual cooperation. W are grateful to Japan
for the assistance and resources which have been extended so
generously to us over these years.

3. 1| amglad to say that the excellent bilateral relations
bet ween Mal aysi a and Japan have greatly enhanced Japanese
trade and investnents in Malaysia. The cumul ati ve sum of
Japanese investnments and business in Ml aysia today is in
fact the highest fromabroad. | would like to nmention here
that our people are ready to benefit nore directly fromthe
presence of Japanese investnments in Malaysia in ternms of
technol ogy-transfer, managenent training and technica
skills. After many years of collaboration, we now seek a
real econonic partnership with Japan where benefits are
equal Iy shared.

4. W have noted that in Your Excellency's policy speech

| ast nonth before the 130th session of the Diet, your
government expressed a desire to play an active role in the
i nternational community as a nation of peace. W fully

wel cone Japan's aspiration in that direction. As a
devel opi ng nati on we have enphasi zed the need for
soci o- econom ¢ devel opnents as against any politico-mlitary
arrangenents as the foundati on of peace and security in the
regi on. Japan has played an exenplary role in this respect,
contributing much to the economi c growmh of the region and
acting as a source of devel opment assi stance.

5. W believe that Japan as a nmjor gl obal econom c power
shoul d assune a greater international role in the



mai nt enance of peace and security within an inproved UN
system There is a need now to strengthen the protection
and pronotion of nmulti-culturismand pluralistic societies
around the world and turn back a rising tide of racismin
various parts of the world, particularly in Wstern Europe
and North America. The unprecedented increase in the nunber
of peace-keepi ng operations around the world signify the
energence of new crises after the Cold War. These
substantial increases in demands and costs on the UN

peace- keepi ng operations are breaching the limts of UN
resources. In the face of discernible reluctance of the
maj or contributors anong the OECD countries to give support
to new peace-keepi ng operations either in terns of manpower
and financial resources, Japan's role and conmmtnent woul d
make a crucial difference. In this respect we hope that
Japan woul d not waver in her financial support for

peace- keepi ng operations. And of course as a mmjor player
in the international arena Japan nust be prepared for
peace- keeping duties directly.

6. W may not see a clash of civilizations notably

bet ween the Eastern and Western cultures as postul ated by
the erudite M. Sanmuel Huntington but we are certainly
seeing a rise in regionalismwth three regi ons dom nati ng
the worl d econony -- the European Uni on, NAFTA and the East
Asi an countries which includes ASEAN. In an attenpt to halt
the trend towards excl usive econom ¢ groupi ngs we in ASEAN
have adopted, as Your Excellency knows, the concept of EAEC
which will pronote open regionalismand the nultilateral
tradi ng system The EAEC is a gathering of East Asian
econom es in a consultative process. W hope that Japan in
her wi sdom and foresight will see the benefits of the EAEC
Bei ng a natural menber of the region, Japan's participation
inthe EAEC will contribute greater dynam smto the region's
econom ¢ devel oprent .

7. In our desire for greater political stability in the
region as well as econom c devel opnent for all, ASEAN
countries have done all they could to provide assistance and
share their resources with other countries in Southeast
Asia, particularly those which have been subjected to
internal conflicts and econom c stagnation. The deci sion of
t he Japanese Governnent to send its troops on peace-keeping
m ssion to Canbodia two years ago under United Nations'
auspices contributed to the process of establishing an

el ected governnment in Canbodia today. However, further

assi stance fromother countries are required to sustain the
viability of the Canmbodi an state and its econony. For those
who had earlier conmtted thensel ves to hel pi ng Canbodi a
find its feet and this includes Japan as well as Ml aysi a,
there is a need nowto go the distance to strengthen
Canbodi a' s economi ¢ situation through grants, investnents,
trade and human-resource devel opnent. Japan's contribution
in that respect would make a wel cone and critica

di fference. Canbodi an peace is one of the very few success
stories of the U N W cannot let this achievenent cone to
nothing in the end.



8. | sincerely hope that the relationship between Ml aysia
and Japan will continue to flourish under the emergi ng new
| eadership in Japan. In particular, | hope for a closer
friendshi p and understandi ng between the young peopl es of
our two countries.

9. W wish you and nenbers of your del egation a pl easant
and enjoyabl e stay in Ml aysia.
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