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TI ME

Pl ease allow ne to extend a very warm wel cone to Your
Royal Hi ghness and menbers of your del egation to Ml aysi a.
Your visit provides the opportunity for nme and the
government and people of Malaysia to reciprocate the warm
reception and kind hospitality accorded to ne and ny

del egation during my official visit to Canbodia |ast April
| hope that your brief stay in our country will be an

enj oyabl e one.

2. W are nost honoured that you have been able to take
time off to visit our country. | very much wel cone this
opportunity to nmeet with you again and to continue the nost
fruitful discussions which we had |ast April. The exchange
of visits between us, our mnisters and the peoples of our
two countries will certainly contribute to the enhancenent
of bilateral relations and cooperati on between Ml aysia and
Canbodi a.

3. The di scussi ons which we had in Phnom Penh | ast Apri

as well as our neeting this afternoon have hel ped to
reinforce and further strengthen the new era in Canbodi a-
Mal aysi a rel ati ons. W have been able to achieve a clearer
under standi ng of each other's concerns and needs. W have
al so been able to exchange views on issues of nutua
interest affecting this region

4. Sout heast Asian countries are today blessed with a rare
opportunity to deepen and wi den cooperati on anong

t hensel ves. Upheaval , war and hunman suffering should
effectively be confined to the bins of history in our part
of the world. The bitter history of distrust and fear nust,
therefore, be firmy relegated to the past. They shoul d not
af fect our thinking or action. W are now at the dawn of a
new hi story of Southeast Asia. W nust, therefore, continue
to cast our eyes firmy on the future so as to chart a
common destiny for all the countries of this region through
i ncreased cooperation anong ourselves as well as with other
countries outside the region.

5. The talents and resources of the countries of Southeast
Asi a should be collectively nobilised to enhance regi ona
stability, security and prosperity. They should be directed



towards increasing the level and intensity of cooperation
anong all of us. Qur two countries can nmake inportant
contributions through our bilateral cooperation as well as
t hrough our active participation in regional cooperative
efforts.

6. Malaysia is nost delighted to | earn that Canbodi a has
expressed the clear intention to join ASEAN. This is indeed
a very positive nove on your part which will bring us closer
to the objective of making ASEAN truly an associ ation
enbracing all ten Southeast Asian nations. ASEAN was

concei ved to strengthen each of the menber countries by
allowing themto pursue their donestic priorities within a
| arger environnment of peace and stability. ASEAN has now
achieved sufficient maturity. This has not only helped to
strengthen rel ati ons anong countries in Southeast Asia, but
has al so hel ped to contribute to the devel opnent of

i ndi vi dual menber countries. Ml aysia wel comes and fully
supports Canbodi a's desire to beconme a nmenber of ASEAN

7. 1 should like to take this opportunity to congratul ate
your Royal H ghness and M. Hun Sen for your strong
conmitment towards ensuring stability and pronoting

devel opnent in your country. | also salute your comntnent
to denocracy whi ch the Canbodi an peopl e bravely won for your
country. Despite the many odds, you have shown your

determ nation to preserve the Canbodi an people's trust and
confidence in your Governnent's efforts to build a
foundati on for peace, stability, econom c devel opnent and
soci al progress in Canbodi a.

8. | wish to reiterate that Malaysia remains commtted to
hel ping in the reconstruction and devel opnent of Canbodi a.
Mal aysia is prepared to cooperate and assist in any way we
can to hel p Canbodia through this crucial period. W
appreciate the fact that you have made renmarkable strides in
the brief period since the establishment of the Royal

Gover nnent .

9. Changes and reforns, usually require great sacrifice,

pai nful adjustnments and, very often, great patience and

di scipline. Ml aysia and other countries in our region have
al so gone through such a difficult process of adjustnment at
various tines in our devel opment. W are ever-ready to
share wi th Canbodi a our experience.

10. W note your serious efforts to reconstruct Canmbodi a.
The passage of the new Canbodi an investnent lawis a step in
the right direction. W hope that Canbodia will persevere
inits efforts to further |iberalise and devel op the
econony. This is inmportant to ensure the continued

i nprovenent of the well-being of the Canbodi an peopl e.

Mal aysia remains committed to increasing trade with Canbodi a
and enhanci ng our relations and cooperation in various
fields.

11. The Mal aysi an private sector is also keen to assi st



Canbodi a. Mal aysi an industrialists and entrepreneurs have,
over the years, gained both experience and expertise which
could be of nmutual benefit to our two countries. W are

i ndeed pl eased that in the past tw years, the pace and
variety of trade and investnment cooperation between our two
countries have expanded. W are also equally pleased to see
Canbodi ans and Mal aysi ans al ready respondi ng to energi ng
econom ¢ opportunities, thereby contributing to the effort
to enhance bilateral relations between the two countries.

12. The deep bond and enduring friendship between Canbodi a
and Mal aysia has clearly been evident in our mneetings both
i n Phnom Penh and today in Kuala Lunmpur. Qur discussions
have been nost fruitful, and I |ook forward to cl oser
cooperati on between our two countries.
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